Ephesians Lecture 1 PETE  The Church: Rooted in Love, Walking in Power, Heirs of the Promise.       Time 54:31

69795
WE need to understand what the Bible means. One of the tools to that is to understand context. We looked at the letter to Ephesus. There is
Have you ever heard the comment “context is king” or “context rules in interpretation?” As we study this is a primary tool to understand context.

WE looked at Acts 18 & 19 this week seeing Paul in Ephesus and teaching and how people reacted. That is a bit of the context. SEE the broader picture we need to understand some of the terminology.

Ephesians 2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands— 

Do you understand what this means? Why does he say JEW and Gentiles?

We think more geographically.  How does this terminology arise? We need the broader picture.

Acts 18& 19 and the Ephesians overview understanding is to see the NT as a whole.

Acts gives us the beginning of the church at the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry.


Acts 1:4-5 4Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me;  5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
Paul references things that he expects the reader/assumes the reader understands. Ephesians background would be in Acts
Acts 1 -5-8 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”6So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”  7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;  8but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest (KJV uttermost) part of the earth.”
Jesus was saying to the disciples the Order of sharing the Word/growth of the church.
· Jerusalem

· Judea
· Samaria

· The rest of the known earth – that includes Ephesus 
That   expression today makes no sense with that being modern day Turkey on the Aegean Sea. 

In Biblical language this Gospel the witnessing power branches out from Jerusalem through the Roman province….Judea of the Kings and Prophets time would be the Southern kingdom. Samaria was the old Northern Kingdom of Kings
Asia in the NT means the Roman province the WESTERN portion of Turkey today.
Not the continent or Asia.

Acts 18:18-19 Paul, having remained many days longer, took leave of the brethren and put out to sea for Syria,(Roman province ) and with him were Priscilla and Aquila. In   Caesarea   he had his hair cut, for he was keeping a vow.  19They came to Ephesus, and he left them there. Now he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.  
Ephesians is to JEW and Gentiles. The JEWS have spread from Jerusalem through all these areas so he starts there.
    Example  There are more Jews other places than in Israel.

                    Chattanooga has 3 distinct groups of Jewish folks also.  

Remember : Paul is an important character in the NT. HE has a distinctive mission in the church.
· Paul wrote about 13 letters

· He has a distinct job in the church.

· Macedonia = Greece

Acts 18:5-6 5But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.(in Corinth)  6But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 
· Gentile means all that are not JEWS. 
· YET he goes 1st to the synagogue in Ephesus.
· Reason:The JEWS have context; they have the Holy Scriptures..They have the Pentateuch. Hebrew order the last book is Chronicles. They have the Law, writings and prophets.
· They have the Word through 2 Chronicles.

Ephesians 1:12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in £Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  
· They are expecting Messiah

· They have the base to be taught
· Paul can show them

· Christ became for us . . .
· Ephesians 1:12 the 1st to hope… 

· the JEWS from Moses through all of the OT. They had read it in               

        their Scriptures
· Paul is a Jew . 

STEPHEN

· Paul’s reasoning is sound.
· He should be able to see and they understood- had read it
. Paul starts as a Jew to Jews
Paul speaks of himself:

Philippians 3:1-6 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you. 
2Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;  3for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,  4although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:  5circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee;  6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.
· True circumcision
· Why: See the list…

· Remember Acts 6: who should be the greatest and the sat up an order

STEPHEN

· They had read it in their Scriptures

· Genesis – 2nd Chronicles

Paul’s reasoning is sound.

He should be able to see and they understood- had read it

.Paul starts as a Jew to Jews,

He can do so for God promised Messiah in all the Scriptures so they had read,

Disciple dispute working of selves Stephen is there.

  Waiting on the tables etc….the care of the women…

Acts 6:7The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.
Acts 6:8-10 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.  9But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen.  10But they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.
1 Corinthians 1-3 is first chapter about the wise. Wisdom from God. 
Acts 6:11-12Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.”  12And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came up to him and dragged him away and brought him before the Council. (

Acts 6:13-15 13They put forward false witnesses who said, “This man incessantly speaks against this holy place and the Law;  14for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses handed down to us.”  15And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel.    Sanhedrin – counsel
· they are stirring up opposition to Stephen

· The did so to Paul in Acts 19 

· Paul is not the 1st guy to undergo opposition to the Jews


Acts 7:51-58 51“You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.  52“Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;  53you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.” 

54Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him.  55But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God;  56and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  57But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with one impulse.  58When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  

· This is the death of Stephen

· This is Saul now named Paul

Acts 7:59-60 59They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”  60Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep.
              They know not what they do…


Acts 8:1 Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  

· Persecution against the church in Jerusalem
· That is what got them to spread out 
Acts 1:8 8but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
This will be fulfilled for they are driven out each time… to the uttermost parts of the earth. Jews would not tolerate that message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus Christ for all.

Paul himself saw STEPHEN be put to death


Acts 8:3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.
· Muslim countries today
Acts 9:1-2 ( NASB ) 1Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,  2and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
· They would feel

· Paul would seek out

· It was on the Damascus road where this Saul/Paul conversion took place. He was a Pharisee of Pharisees
·  Paul becomes an apostle to the Gentiles

· Paul could out reason anyone.

· A Pharisee of Pharisees. He did the HARVARD of the LAW. He studied with Gamaliel
· He could 

What kind of person would make such a change?

Moves and Law

God of Ephesus… who he spoke about was false gods

Paul becomes an apostle to the Gentiles


2 Timothy 2:4-5 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.  5Also if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize unless he competes according to the rules. 
Ephesians 4:6


1 Timothy 2:7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
You see Paul continues to say his mission is for the Gentles. He just starts with the Jews wherever he goes. There are always some proselytes. Some Gentiles who become Jews
It started Jews but spreads to the Gentiles

Uncircumcised is Gentle/ Jews are Circumcised

This is a broad term even including the women

This term came from way back…..


Galatians 2:1-81Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.  2It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.  3But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  4But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.  5But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.  6But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.  7But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised  8(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles), 
(* In our country there are not mostly Jews
We do not grow up thinking of ourselves as Jews or Gentiles but we are Americans. They dived from there as Irish American. Native American etc…
In Israel today you are Christian, Muslim, or Jew. 
It is what your parents were… born into it.

Americans – National distinctions they see the others. You say where you were born.
Conversion is foreign

Jew in 1st Century What does it mean? Even if believing?
· Jew /sect of Jew 1st then Christian

· Outrageous to include Gentiles…. Males circ’d. kosher kept etc.

· You do not have to be a good Jew to be a Good Christian

Paul called people like the worshippers of Diana

You do not have to be a Jew to be saved….

Genesis 1-2 Creation
Genesis 3 famous chapter introduces sin to the world

· Adam

· Eve

· Serpent

· Doubt cast on what God said

· Disobedience to God enters the World


Genesis 3:1-5 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”  2The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat;  3but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’”  4The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die!  5“For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Genesis 3:13-15 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

    “Because you have done this,
    Cursed are you more than all cattle,
    And more than every beast of the field;
    On your belly you will go,
    And dust you will eat
    All the days of your life;
15    And I will put enmity
    Between you and the woman,
    And between your seed and her seed;
    He shall bruise you on the head,
    And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

· The Protevangelium implies that Christ would be the seed of a woman only, ... Mentioned first in Genesis 3:15, 

· Gospel presentation
· God said even in days of Adam and Eve there would be a seed
The story continues through the ages

Abraham… where would the seed come from?

· Movies today popular… not who would bare the seed but… who would bear the antichrist

· World went to the story of seed and turned it upside down
· Interesting talking the real story and making another. not mentioned in the Bible this “birth” Antichrist is just mentioned
Genesis mentions nations descendents of Shem Ham and Japheth

Genesis 12 we meet Abram

Genesis 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, 

    And the one who curses you I will curse.
    And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

Genesis 12:7 7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD who had appeared to him. 
· Descendents here means SEED

Genesis 15:1-6 1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, 

    “Do not fear, Abram,
    I am a shield to you;
    Your reward shall be very great.”
2Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”  3And Abram said, “Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir.”  4Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir.”  5And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”  6Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
· Critical verse

· Galatians 3:6-8 6Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  7Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.  8The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” 
· Gentiles saved by faith
· Gospel to Abram credited as righteousness for he believed

· Jews not alone are believers

· Abraham as PRE Jew

· Jew name did not come into being until post Babylonian captivity
· Jews name… loved in JU-DUH

Circumcision Genesis 17:3-10  3Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, 4    “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you,  And you will be the father of a multitude of nations.5    “No longer shall your name be called £Abram,    But your name shall be £Abraham;   For I will make you the father of a multitude of nations.6“I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth from you.  7“I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  8“I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”
9God said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations.  10“This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised.  

· Circumcision is sign of belief in the covenant

· Muslims also do so…  2700 years later
· Leads to uncircumcision  and circumcision

· They did this on the 8th day.  RE: God said also best for clotting factor
· Sign of relationship

Genesis 17:14 “But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”
· Of the heart

· Physical ritual is a picture /foreshadowing of the heart change
· True Circumcision is of the Spirit.///
Promise extended to Isaac
Genesis 26:2-4 2The LORD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I shall tell you.  3“Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham.  4“I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 
Jacob
Genesis 28:3-4 3“May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples.  4“May He also give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your descendants with you, that you may possess the land of your sojournings, which God gave to Abraham.” 
· Jacob name change to Israel
· Someone from nation

· Jew then the GREEK… Paul wrote from this lineage

Prophets speak of this

· They may verbally spank

· Sometimes a hope message

To Jacob…. 
Isaiah 44:1-3 1    “But now listen, O Jacob, My servant, And Israel, whom I have chosen:
2    Thus says the LORD who made you   And formed you from the womb, who will help you, ‘Do not fear, O Jacob My servant;  And you Jeshurun whom I have chosen.
3    ‘For I will pour out water on the thirsty land   And streams on the dry ground;
    I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring   And My blessing on your descendants;
KNOW this
Jeremiah 31:31-33 31“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  32not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD.  33“But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
Ezekiel
Ezekiel 36:26-27 26“Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27“I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 
· 600 years BC to Christ
·  Jews believed in their Messiah etc…
The GENTILES… who are they?
· Jesus in sharing the cup addresses this


Luke 22:20 (And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. 

1 Corinthians 11:24-25 24and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
· New covenant extends  

· This is to Jew and Gentile

· One new man in 1 body


Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

· The barrier is gone

· The dividing line is gone
· Women are not 2nd class citizens nor are we distinct woman Christian and male Christian separate

· Equal heirs

· Jew- Gentile/Slave -free/Male- female
Prayer:
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