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Precept Ephesians- The church: rooted in Love, Walking in Power –It’s War! Stand Firm

Time: 58:33


It is war! It has been since before the creation of heaven and earth and it will be until He returns.
We have confidence despite the conflict in high places we can stand firm in Jesus Christ
Romans 8:37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 
Look at warfare. Why and for how long. Be more that conquerors

Ephesians 6:10-the end

· Paul reminds them there is a war

· He has told them who they are Ephesians 1:4

· They are part of God’s eternal purpose

· They have been told of the inerrant power that RAISED Jesus
· Genesis 2:23 The man said,  “This is now bone of my bones,And flesh of my flesh;  She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.”

Ephesians 6:10-11 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  11Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 
· Every piece

· Stand firm

It is a strategic warfare against the devil himself/he is the commander and chief of the dark forces
· Schemes of the devil… 

· GK- methodeia- a plan or strategy

It is a conflict in heavenly places is unseated but not unknown. REMEMBER  where you are seated
Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world (forces) of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

· unseen to us

· not unknown

· like a wrestling match GK- pale

· Not against flesh and blood/
· Against principalities etc
Ephesians 2;1-2 Kingdom of darkness


Ephesians 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
· Ephesians 2:6 you are seated spiritually
Ephesians 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

Ephesians 1:19-23 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  20which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  22And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
· Always His might

· Not a battle between power

· It is in between rulers and authorities.. not born again against born again

· Christ paid for all sins.. 

· Conflict is with the god of this world/Satan

· Warfare is in heaven

In heaven

· Throne of God

· Jesus at right hand -of His power
· I am seated in Him/Jesus- Gen 2:23 bone of bone
· All things are under His feet so they are under me
· Stand firm
· Realize where the conflict is
Spiritually 
Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  
Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

· Keep on helmet

· Stand firm in shoes of Gospel of peach


Ephesians 2:5-6 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together £with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

It is a conflict that involves you/every believer that is born again

Therefore to help…pray/petition
All are involved as born again believers

At the end of putting on the armor Paul says…

Ephesians 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 
Paul’s request :
Ephesians 6:19-20 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  20for which I am an ambassador £in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

· Conflict involves you

· As you walk you talk- stay in communication with general headquarters…..pray as led to do so –watching with all perseverance and petition.
Bobby @ Grace Kinser’s…..
Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world (forces) of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
· Learned to love the adulteress
Tom Hayes/Lois –Director of Spanish speaking ministry for Precept

· Woman with water pots

· Broke curse of husband/All saved

Conflict overseas is different

· Tom grew up there

· He inside is pure Spanish and he thinks that way/Guatemala
· All of Satan stuff is based on FEAR

· Witchdoctors -1 for every 1000 people

· Haiti has voodoo

· Satan adjusts to the culture

1 John 4:4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 
Mexican Jungle – burning – Gorillas/kept going  on the only road. STARTED raining/Did not stop Tom Stopped Car behind him
Wayne- Thailand

All the missionaries speak of the warfare. Prayer supports

PUT ON
Ephesians 6:13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 


2 Timothy 2:7 Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.
· A sound mind is a mind under control

· LORD is it warfare TEACH me to Stand (11 lessons)- covers things that Ephesians did not/ DETAIL

Look at the devil
Timeline –


1 Peter 1:19-20 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 
Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 
See description of Job/Character
Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and that man was blameless, upright, fearing God and turning away from evil.  

Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and £Satan also came among them. 

Names of DEVIL/Satan/ prince of the power of the air /over the sons of disobedience

Revelation 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 

“Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.  

John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  


Job 1:7-8 The LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.”  8The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.” 

Job 1:9 Then Satan answered the LORD, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 

A son of God
Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and £Satan also came among them. 


Job 2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD. 

Question to Job -
Job 38:4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell Me, if you have understanding,

Job 38:7 When the morning stars sang together   And all the sons of God shouted for joy?
· Morning stars /sons of God
· Job was not yet….


Job 38:1-7 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, 

2    “Who is this that darkens counsel By words without knowledge?
3    “Now gird up your loins like a man,  And I will ask you, and you instruct Me!
4    “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding,
5    Who set its measurements? Since you know. Or who stretched the line on it?
6    “On what were its bases sunk?  Or who laid its cornerstone,
7    When the morning stars sang together  And all the sons of God shouted for joy?
· Angelic beings

·  A morning star

· Sons of God

· There when God laid the foundations of the earth
Ezekiel the prophet- from Babylonian captivity

Ezekiel 28:1-2 The word of the LORD came again to me, saying,  2“Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,   “Because your heart is lifted up  And you have said, ‘I am a god,
    I sit in the seat of gods  In the heart of the seas’; Yet you are a man and not God,
    Although you make your heart like the heart of God—
Leader- Hebrew nagid 
· Ruler of Tyre calling himself a god
· He is a man

· He wants to be like God

· As says of Rome declaring that Caesar is Lord


Ezekiel 28:9 Will you still say, “I am a god,”  In the presence of your slayer,
    Though you are a man and not God,  In the hands of those who wound you?
Ezekiel 28:11-12 Again the word of the LORD came to me saying,  12“Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, 

    “You had the seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
· King- Hebrew melek-
· This is not the one saying he is god… a man
· This one was in the Garden
· Angels prevented entering so… he was there before
· CREATED0 not born


Ezekiel 28:12-13 “Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,  “You had the seal of perfection,   Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
13    “You were in Eden, the garden of God;  Every precious stone was your covering:The ruby, the topaz and the diamond; The beryl, the onyx and the jasper;  The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald; And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets,
    Was in you.
   On the day that you were created  They were prepared.
Annointed cherub who covers
Ezekiel 28:13-14  “You were in Eden, the garden of God;  Every precious stone was your covering:
    The ruby, the topaz and the diamond;The beryl, the onyx and the jasper;
    The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald; And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, Was in you.
    On the day that you were created  They were prepared.
14    “You were the anointed cherub who covers,  And I placed you there.
    You were on the holy mountain of God;  You walked in the midst of the stones of fire.

Cherub before the throne

Ezekiel 10:1 1Then I looked, and behold, in the expanse that was over the heads of the cherubim something like a sapphire stone, in appearance resembling a throne, appeared above them. 
Ezekiel 10:3-4 Now the cherubim were standing on the right side of the temple when the man entered, and the cloud filled the inner court.  4Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub to the threshold of the temple, and the temple was filled with the cloud and the court was filled with the brightness of the glory of the LORD. 
· Vision of cherubim
· Walked on holy mountain of God etc.

Ezekiel 28:14-15 “You were the anointed cherub who covers, 

    And I placed you there.  You were on the holy mountain of God;
    You walked in the midst of the stones of fire.
15    “You were blameless in your ways  From the day you were created  Until unrighteousness was found in you.
· King of Tyre
· Person represents prince

· The king/ heavenly force over Tyre.. ruler… is there

Rulers and authorities in heavenly places

Description of Satan

Created by God

Pride
Ezekiel 28:17 “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; 

    You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.
    I cast you to the ground;
    I put you before kings,
    That they may see you.
- No new believers in positions of authority/as overseer of church


1 Timothy 3:6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 
Daniel and Ezekiel are contemporaries

Chapter 10- Daniel has a vision
He/Daniel  is tormented in 3 weeks of fasting etc to God


Daniel 10:10-13  10Then behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees.  11He said to me, “O Daniel, man of high esteem, understand the words that I am about to tell you and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling.  12Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words.  13“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia. 
· there is a conflict

· HE is to stand for this reason
· Cyrus… being was .. prince of withstanding me
· MICHAEL.. came to help
· This is a battle in heaven
Daniel 12:1 –Jew’s protector


Daniel 12:1 “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 
Daniel 10:20-21 Then he said, “Do you understand why I came to you? But I shall now return to fight against the prince of Persia; so I am going forth, and behold, the prince of Greece is about to come.  21“However, I will tell you what is inscribed in the writing of truth. Yet there is no one who stands firmly with me against these forces except Michael your prince.

Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world (forces) of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

· unseen to us warfare happens
· Tom’s Father could rescue by Jesus

· ONCE rescued not force can overtake you


1 John 4:4 4You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 
War is inevitable

Stand firm

Revelation 12 –Angels were singing before the foundation… That conflict of sons of darkness/evil one and God movie into the present world

Enmity between SATAN and WOMAN
Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity  Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed;
    He shall bruise you on the head,  And you shall bruise him on the heel.”
Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 
· God and Cherub
· From Garden with man

· Will not go away until Satan is dealt with

· WEAR the armor

Kingdom

Revelation 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. 


Revelation 12:7-9 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war,  8and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.  9And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 
· God is strongest

· Devil thrown down

· He is a deceiver

· He wants you to fear
1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 
Revelation 12:9 
· 7th Trumpet

· Last 31/2 years before Jesus comes

·  No more access to heaven for Satan

· Time short

Things escalate

Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him

Woman – Israel


Revelation 12:12-13 “For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time.” 

13And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child.  
Nourished woman 31/2 years
Revelation 12:14 4But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was* nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 
Revelation 12:11 “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death. 
Sin taken care of gives Satan no power


Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity   Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed;  He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”
· Calvary

· Bruised head of serpent & heel of woman
· This is the Blood of the Lamb of God.. that takes away the  sin if the world

Ephesians 6:14-16 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  15and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  16in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
· Sins gone- no power over

· Breastplate of truth
· Belt of righteousness
· FEET shod with the Gospel of peace
· Helmet of salvation- saved
· Take the shield against the fiery darts for GREATER is HE that is in you than HE that is in the world 

    1 John 4:4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater   

         is He who is in you than he who is in the world
It is warfare

It is real 

It will continue

Stand firm as more than a conqueror in Jesus Christ

Satan accuses Zachariah before the Lord


Zechariah 3:1-2 1Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.  2The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?” 
End of Satan culminates in 2 wars

1- Battle after 31/2 years after end of this age

Satan bound


Revelation 20:1-10 Then,I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  2And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;  3and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time. 

4Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  5The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.  6Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.
7When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison,  8and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.  9And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.  10And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Revelation 17:8 “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and £go to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come.  

Revelation 17:12 The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 

Revelation 17:12-14 “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.  13“These have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the beast. 

14“These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.”(us)
War v/s SATAN and earthly power


Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  


Revelation 19:13-15 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14And the armies(us) which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 
· The WORD of GOD

Revelation 19:16 6And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” 


Revelation 19:19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.
The whole world lies in the power of the evil one
Beast and False prophet into Lake of Fire… alive

Revelation 19:20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 

Revelation 20:1-21Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  2And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;  
· Jesus rules

· 1st Battle of Arrmageddon over…

Revelation 20:7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 
Final WAR
Revelation 20:7-10 7When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison,  8and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.  9And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.  10And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

· Jerusalem
· Torment forever and ever

This will be war

What can we do ? Stand firm

· Gird loins

· Put on breast piece of righteousness

· Shod feet with the preparation of Gospel of peace

· Shield of faith will quench the fiery darts of the enemy

· The WORD is the protection

Who you are
Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:  
Ephesians 1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,  
Ephesians 2:6 ( KJV ) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
SEATED

Inherent Power

Bone of bone

Greater is He that is in you so stand firm

REMBMER who you are because of whose you are

SEE the victory……We will be the army from heaven

No fighting………that sword from HIS mouth fells the enemy

With every precept course you sharpen your sword

Tychicus.. beloved 
Onward Christian Soldiers Hymn
Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.
Christ, the royal Master, leads against the foe;
Forward into battle see His banners go!

Refrain

Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.

At the sign of triumph Satan’s host doth flee;
On then, Christian soldiers, on to victory!
Hell’s foundations quiver at the shout of praise;
Brothers lift your voices, loud your anthems raise.

Refrain

Like a mighty army moves the church of God;
Brothers, we are treading where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, all one body we,
One in hope and doctrine, one in charity.

Refrain

What the saints established that I hold for true.
What the saints believèd, that I believe too.
Long as earth endureth, men the faith will hold,
Kingdoms, nations, empires, in destruction rolled.

Refrain

Crowns and thrones may perish, kingdoms rise and wane,
But the church of Jesus constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never gainst that church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise, and that cannot fail.

Refrain

Onward then, ye people, join our happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices in the triumph song.
Glory, laud and honor unto Christ the King,
This through countless ages men and angels sing.

Refrain
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Victory In Jesus
	 
	I heard an old, old story, how a savior came from Glory
How he gave His life, on Calvary, to save a wretch like me
I heard about His groaning, of His precious bloods atoning 
Then i repented of my sins and won the victory... 

Oh Victory in Jesus
My Savior, forever
He sought me
and He bought me
With His redeeming blood
He loved me 'er I knew Him
and all my love is due Him
He plunged me, to Victory
Beneath the cleansing flood 

I heard about a mansion He has built for me in Glory
And i heard about the streets of gold, beyond the crystal sea
About the angels singing, and the ol' redemption story
AND SOME SWEET DAY I'LL SING UP THERE, THE SONG OF VICTORY

Oh Victory in Jesus
My Savior, forever
He sought me
and He bought me
With His redeeming blood
He loved me 'er I knew Him
and all my love is due Him
He plunged me, to Victory
Beneath the cleansing flood 


PRAYER
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