Precept Ephesians Lesson 2 Pete DeLacy

The Church: Rooted in Love, Walking In Power, chosen Before The Foundation of the World.         Time 50:59


May 24,844 Samuel Morse tapped out a message


Numbers 23:23 ( NASB ) 23    “For there is no omen against Jacob, 

    Nor is there any divination against Israel;
    At the proper time it shall be said to Jacob
    And to Israel, what God has done!
Midian and  Moab were afraid of Israel

They ordered Baalam – The prophet could not curse what God wanted to be blessed
Israel  was special and different
What God did in Jesus Christ….

WHAT has GOD wrought? How fabulous is the notion of the redeemed?


Ephesians 1:1-14 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

To the saints who are £at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus:  2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight  9He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  10with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him  11also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  12to the end that we who were the first to hope in £Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  13In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
· Even the angels want to know that is part of ours to have
· Only Man is created in the image of God.

· Chosen before the foundation of the world… this is hard to understand

· Physical age of PETE….a baby boomer.(age 58)
· Age reckoned from physical birthday

Genesis 1: The foundation of the WORLD
           Chosen BEFORE the foundation of the world……
Genesis 1:1-5 1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2The earth was £formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was £moving over the surface of the waters.  3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  4God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  5God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.
· God said and it was so
· Created out of nothing Scripture says

By Faith
Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 
God to Job out of whirlwind

Job 38:2-4 (“Who is this that darkens counsel   By words without knowledge?
3    “Now gird up your loins like a man, And I will ask you, and you instruct Me!
4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding,
· chosen 

· Not there yet
· Unable to imagine

Job 38:5-7 Who set its measurements? Since you know.    Or who stretched the line on it?6    “On what were its bases sunk?   Or who laid its cornerstone,
7    When the morning stars sang together  And all the sons of God shouted for joy?
· Sons of God

· Angels were there
· They shouted for Joy for God’s glory 
Ezekiel 28 speaks to Satan himself

Ezekiel 28:11-12 11Again the word of the LORD came to me saying,  12“Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “You had the seal of perfection   Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
· Perhaps a reference to Satan Himself
Ezekiel 28:13-16 “You were in Eden, the garden of God;  Every precious stone was your covering: The ruby, the topaz and the diamond;The beryl, the onyx and the jasper;  The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald;  And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets,   Was in you.  On the day that you were created They were prepared.
14    “You were the anointed cherub who covers,  And I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God;You walked in the midst of the stones of fire.
15    “You were blameless in your ways From the day you were created
    Until unrighteousness was found in you.
16    “By the abundance of your trade You were internally filled with violence,
    And you sinned; Therefore I have cast you as profane From the mountain of God.
    And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub,   From the midst of the stones of fire.
We have looked at rulers and powers. Satan is among those rules.

Prince of the power of the air


Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 


Colossians 1:15-16 15And He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 

· Jesus is as much creator as God the Father

· The Holy Spirit was hovering over the deep
· God in all 3 persons is there

1 Corinthians 1:24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
Wisdom speaking

Pro 8:22   "The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His works of old. 

Pro 8:23   "From everlasting I was established, From the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth.

 Pro 8:24   "When there were no depths I was brought forth, When there were no springs abounding with water.

 Pro 8:25   "Before the mountains were settled, Before the hills I was brought forth; 

Pro 8:26   While He had not yet made the earth and the fields, Nor the first dust of the world. 

Pro 8:27   "When He established the heavens, I was there, When He inscribed a circle on the face of the deep, 

Pro 8:28   When He made firm the skies above, When the springs of the deep became fixed, 

Pro 8:29   When He set for the sea its boundary So that the water would not transgress His command, When He marked out the foundations of the earth; 

Pro 8:30   Then I was beside Him, {as} a master workman; And I was daily {His} delight, Rejoicing always before Him,

 Pro 8:31   Rejoicing in the world, His earth, And {having} my delight in the sons of men.
· When the sons of God rejoiced
· Wisdom was there
· Wise to do…….God knew what would happen but He chose….the wisdom of God. 
· It is not worldly wisdom.. there is no world
Isaiah 40 describes God


Isaiah 40:21-23 Do you not know? Have you not heard?   Has it not been declared to you from the beginning?   Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22    It is He who £sits above the £circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers,Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain   And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.
23    He it is who reduces rulers to nothing,  Who makes the judges of the earth meaningless.

Isaiah 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high  And see who has created these stars,
    The One who leads forth their host by number,  He calls them all by name;
    Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power,
    Not one of them is missing.

Genesis 15:5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 

· God names these stars
· Foundation of the earth.
· We are known- mind boggling.
Ephesians 1- We are chose in  Christ….BEFORE 

Creation as for us to exhibit holiness


Ephesians 1:4 ( NASB ) 4just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 
We are to be holy and Blameless.

He can change our characteristics.


Ephesians 1:4-6 4just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
· Chosen before the foundation of the world

· Predestined to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself
The Spirit of Adoption

Romans 8:14-15


Romans 8:15-22 ( NASB ) 15For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  16The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  19For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, £in hope  21that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  

· is Hebrew for Daddy
· The Little Hebrew name- is an intimate family name
· Adoption as sons means we were not sons
· We had to be of a pool of adoptable beings
Dorie Van Stone – READ her book
Before the foundation of the WORLD – Dorie was chosen

I choose you as you are precious in My sight

· Not about personal opinion

· At My table

· Gifts

· Share the Son’s inheritance

Dorie started to believe the lie for a bit.

She is short….She was a prisoner of lies /a slave to the corruption of the world through ADAM and EVE

· Born of Man inheriting what he gave
· Born of Spirit we have inheritance of the heavenly places of GOD

· More than we deserved

· Comes by GRACE

· Lavished upon us

Ephesians 1:5-6 
Ephesians 1:5-6 ( NASB ) 5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
Adoption belongs to the Israelites

They were chosen at Mt Sinai

Covenant promise

Gentiles are also in by FAITH
Romans 9:2-4 that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.  3For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh,  4who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 

Parallel passage
Galatians 4:4-5 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 

Colossians 1:13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 

Redeemed  Leviticus 25 Kinsman Redeemer

Leviticus 25:47-49 47‘Now if the means of a stranger or of a sojourner with you becomes sufficient, and a countryman of yours becomes so poor with regard to him as to sell himself to a stranger who is sojourning with you, or to the descendants of a stranger’s family,  48then he shall have redemption right after he has been sold. One of his brothers may redeem him,  49or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may redeem him, or one of his blood relatives from his family may redeem him; or if he prospers, he may redeem himself. 
Ruth- Boaz is the kinsman redeemer is the blood relative that Redeemed Naomi and so acquired Ruth the Moabitis and the property. The nearest relative refused. Boaz did not
· Blood Relative – may redeem /A brother
· Self

· Someone redeems

· Has the purchase price

· He Jesus is 

· The blood relative

· Has the price

· Has the spotless blood
· The desire

· Redemption in the blood of Jesus


Hebrews 9:11-14 11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things £to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  12and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  13For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 


Hebrews 9:22 And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
· ONCE for ALL
· Eternal redemption

· Redemption is the forgiveness of sins

· Hebrews 9:26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
· Bulls and goats did not do it
· They needed the perfect Sacrifice


Romans 3:21-25 21But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  22even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction;  23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  25whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 
· Jew and Gentle

· Propitiation- satisfied DEBT/ paid in full. Jesus Shed His blood

· Blood- perfect blood had to be shed

· Romans 3:25-26 25whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;  26for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
· Redemption from what we were and where we were
· To gain an inheritance
Redemption from where and what we were to be adopted and to gain an inheritance.

Paul stood in the theater by the sea in Caesarea
Sermon before King Agrippa

Paul recounts testimony/Road to Damascus 

The Jews wanted the Romans go do away with him as they did Jesus

He keeps talking about Jesus

Acts 26- he talks of is testimony


Acts 26:15-18 15“And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.  16‘But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you;  17rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you,  18to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’
· Clear repeated teaching of Scripture
· Build doctrine on such not on just one verse
· WE are redeemed by the blood of Christ

· WE are out from under the dominion of SATAN

· WE are transferred into the kingdom of light-that of His beloved Son

· Adopted as sons

· Granted an inheritance

· We are in the sons of light

Who shall not inherit the kingdom of God
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 9Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor £effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  11Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
· No longer a

· Out of the orphanage
· Power of My sanctifying grace /Washed

· Flesh and blood do not inherit the kingdom of God


1 Corinthians 15:50-54 50Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  51Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  54But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. 
· body is redeemed as well

· No longer corruption

· Dorie will be _feet tall in heaven

· What is will be like we do not know but we will be like the LORD

· WE are inheriting it all… not an earthly inheritance

· Chosen before the foundation of the WORLD

· Jesus did this on the cross


1 Peter 1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 
You cannot take it with you………the inheritance is reserved for and way better
How do you get your arms around that lavish grace?

When does this all occur ?

It is hard in one lecture to cover this all as we learned in the homework

That happened: WHEN?
· Predestined.. 

· In the fullness of time

· Ephesians 1:9-10 9He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  10with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 
· Things in heaven and things on earth
God is never EARLY
God is never LATE
God is always on time

God is always at the RIGHT time

He is always doing the Right thing in the Right way

Jesus was born to have earthly ministry/to suffer to die

The fullness of the time

Galatians 4:1-5 1Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything,  2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.  3So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.  4But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
· speaking of Jews
· Then also…

· It was at the fullness of time that came

· God said


Hebrews 9:26 2Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
Jesus ascended to the Father
He will come back

The Jews will see the nail prints in His hand


John 20:27 Then He said* to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 

Zechariah 12:10 “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn. 
· when God says is the RIGHT time
· Intended purpose

Jesus said Mark 1:14-15 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,  15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
· In John He said My hour has not yet come

· God speaks in Time periods

Mark 1:14-15 14Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,  15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”


1 Timothy 2:6  6who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.  

Titus 1:3 3but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior,
WE have gone from

· Before 

· to through the foundation of the world

·  to the RIGHT time

· The fulfillment -The consummation 

· There is yet future a fulfilled age when the LORD JESUS returns again

· Inheritance is freely given as we are adopted sons

· It is beyond imagination

All things  summed up
Ephesians 1:10 10with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 

Colossians 1:19  19For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 
How do we know we will gain the inheritance? Sealed in the Holy Spirit of Promise


Ephesians 1:13-14 13In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
EARNEST Money- It will be paid In full

· 1st Taste of Inheritance is the Indwelling Holy Spirit

· WE will eventually be heavenly

How could we not fall on our faces before God in Gratitude? In awe?

Do we believe at all in the truths of the Bible? 

We need in that to have hope !!! See the future despite the earthy circumstances of Satan’s lie… 

Return to Ephesians 1:1-4 REMEMBER ………..

The Lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving

Bring Him the glory that He deserves

Run the race


Hebrews 12:1-2 ( NASB ) 1Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Prayer:
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