Precept_Ephesians_Lesson 3_The Church_Rooted In love. Walking In Power- We Are His Workmanship        Time:55:48 Bob Gilbert

Have you ever bought something and used it once or twice and it broke?

A new house and living in it a couple of months and there are issues with cupboards?

A Car that becomes a fast lemon?

They don’t make it like the used to? God’s Workmanship- We do not have to used those words 


Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship,(That which HE God has made ) created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
Workmanship – poiema 

· Greek- that whish has been made

· English word Poem
Chose The Best Materials

Carpentry – Bob remodels

· You do not buy the 1st piece of lumber that you see

· Check it for being straight
· Check for holes…(pine) beetles etc that could mean the inside of the wood is not good
· In Guatemala- lamp made with reeds/Had to use chemicals to kill the insects eating the lamp inside out.

· Knots – some more than others

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship

Ephesians 2:1-3 1And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

· Ephesians in trespasses and sins were in deplorable wretchedness

· Liable to punishment by death

· That would be deserved


Ephesians 4:18being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 
· no understanding of God

· Deserved 
Ephesians 2:3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

Ephesians 2:2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, o
Prince of the power of the air/Devil
John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
Connection
· How they were formally walking

· Devil control

· Spirit of disobedience

· Acts 19- They were in witchcraft, idol worship etc. Worship of wrong gods

Paul does not leave us out

Ephesians 2:3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
· We are no better than they are

· Evil is not of degrees despite our saying that

· Better than for we do not do that….

· What church do they attend?

· WATCH out.. WE were previously there.

· What is the difference
· By nature we are children of wrath

Society today?

· Magazines in the doctors office

· Don’t even admit they are in homes

· TV programs

· Movies… lusts of flesh? Sex. All have to have it

· Medicines for…..the older society to be more sexual ….???

· Advertisements for fountains of youth… stay young &  slender etc.. dye hair

· Advertisements to get more things for our pleasures


Titus 3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 

Galatians 5:16-21 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  17For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.  19Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
· Remember Ephesians 2:3- HERE is the list

· Galatians 5:19- idolatry and sorcery to strife and jealously
· SEE here it is all together
Galatians 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
· the materials God used of His workmanship

· God started with the best

· As a Carpenter that is important or the finished will be the same as the wood

· God as Jesus selected what no one else wanted we need not worry about being good before we are part of the body

· WE are His workmanship- He takes the worse possible and makes it perfect


Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 


John 3:16 ( NKJV ) 16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 The LORD’S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, 

    For His compassions never fail.23   They are new every morning;   Great is Your faithfulness.

Micah 7:18 Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity And passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession? He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in unchanging love.
· Ephesians is referring to this unchanging love of GOD


Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
· God took bad material to make a good product

· WE are His workmanship
· He does not stop there
Ephesians 2:10- CREATED in Christ Jesus…..

CHOOSE THE RIGHT TOOLS
· You do not use an adjustable wrench when you need a socket wrench
· You tear the head  of the nut and the nut will not come out

· Wrong tool

Worked at Christian Academy of Guatemala- He did a shop class
· Looking for the wrong tool do to impatience means disaster
Workmanship created in Christ Jesus……..the phrase
In Christ :

Ephesians 1:3-5 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 

Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  
Ephesians 1:99He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  
Ephesians 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
· God had a plan for the redemption
· Matthew 26:28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 
· Shed blood of Jesus

Ephesians 2:5-6even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together £with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
· Repeats self about us being dead
· Contrast… ALIVE in Christ


Romans 8:10-11 10If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.  11But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies £through His Spirit who dwells in you.
Ephesians 2:5
· Definition of Ephesians said again
· Alive in Christ - by grace you have been saved
· By HIS GRACE

If you missed it there… go to verse 8
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
· A bit further

· Do not miss it

· GRACE is a gift bestowed upon us


Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 
Alexander Mclaren 1944- The great gift which Christ brings to men is a ____ The low popular notion that salvation means mainly and primarily immunity from the ultimate most lasting future consequences of transgression a change of place or condition infects us all and is far to dominant in our  popular notions of Christianity and salvation for it is something done in you. It is not something that you get. How many have thought that?
It is something done in us not something that we get. It is something that you become.

This is what Paul is saying here in Ephesians. It is who we are in Christ- what we become.

HE took that rotten material and with the tool of Jesus Christ has made us alive in Jesus Christ.

(Cont) it is a change in a man’s nature so deep and so radical vital that it may be paired with a resurrection from the dead.
Too often as Christians we take that far too lightly. 

New creatures in Christ.


Acts 15:6-9 6The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter.  7After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe.  8“And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us;  9and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 
· That is how He has done it
Titus 3 we read earlier just verse five.


Titus 3:5-7 5He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
· What we have become

Alive together with Christ
By His grace we are saved

Also by his might….


Ephesians 1:19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 
Homework we did the words: Translations use different words. Stop and do a words study

NASB- says : with the working of the strength of His might 

Ephesians 1:19 ( NKJV ) 19and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 
Ephesians 1:19 ( ESV ) 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 

Working- energeia

· energy or work

· English word energy is from this GREEK word
KRATOS
· Power

· Might

· Strength

ISCHYS  - Power or strength

God has recreated is in accordance with his energy, the force of His strength which he brought about in Christ
· He did not need any help

· We do not have to do something for our salvation

· Many religions focus on what they do

· We want to be right so we have to say we are ‘better than’ so and so to justify that we are then right. How do you measure spirituality?

Guidelines… 

· I am spiritual  because I am doing this then leads to 
· I am saved for I am doing this

· WE do not have to do this


Ephesians 2:8-9 8For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
· His Grace

· His Mercy

· His Love … that I am saved

· We knew that

· But we need to stop and think of it once in a while along with the awesomeness of His power

HIS Power


Genesis 1:1-3 1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2The earth was £formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was £moving over the surface of the waters.  3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

· He spoke into existence
The Children of Israel….
Exodus 15:1-6 ( NASB ) 1Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said, 

    “I will sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted;
    The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.
2    “The LORD is my strength and song,
    And He has become my salvation;
    This is my God, and I will praise Him;
    My father’s God, and I will extol Him.
3    “The LORD is a warrior;
    The LORD is His name.
4    “Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea;
    And the choicest of his officers are drowned in the £Red Sea.
5    “The deeps cover them;
    They went down into the depths like a stone.
6    “Your right hand, O LORD, is majestic in power,
    Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.
· Praise to God

· WE remember the story

· Plagues, and drowning to release the Israelites

Why do we insist that salvation comes from what we do?
Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 
HAVE A USEFUL PURPOSE (FOR WHAT WE BUILD)

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
· We were not created as a whim

· For good works 

· Before the foundation of the world

· START with a plan
· There is to be a purpose

The Gilbert way- do and then redo it correctly

A child with scraps etc.. the parents are not as excited. 1st question.. WHAT is it?
God did not make a masterpiece which is useless and it  thrown in the trash heap

He planned this

CREATED for ,…

Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 
· Purpose from the beginning
· Not imperfect

· To be holy and blameless

· Compare with Ephesians 2:1-3 how we formally were


Ephesians 2:1-3 1And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
· complete change of life style

· Planned
· Purpose is sure
· Isaiah 14:24-25 24The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand,  25to break Assyria in My land, and I will trample him on My mountains. Then his yoke will be removed from them and his burden removed from their shoulder. 
· God said

· He will do

· Romans 8:28 And we know that £God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
· WE can stand on that purpose

· WE are assured

· It is also long term


Ephesians 3:8-11 8To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,  9and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things;  10so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.  11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
· Long term

Ephesians is divided in two parts

Who we are in Christ And  How we walk in Christ


Ephesians 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 
· We are made for God’s glory

· Rotten material for a perfect project
· Not made for our own things… but for His purposes

Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 
PRAYER: 
Ephesians 1:17 ( NASB ) 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 
Epignosis- Knowledge   A precise, full  correct knowledge a future understand of who we are in Christ. We need to personally understand it,


Ephesians 1:18 18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
Oida/ to have seen or perceived.WE have been there and done that
Know

· What is the hope 
· The Light bulb comes on

· Been there and done that

WHAT do we know

Ephesians 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
1. What is the hope of His calling

2. Take joy in salvation
3. What are the Spiritual blessings
4. Inner being opened   Philippians 1:21 21For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
Come to the point of saying Christ in you… I want to be there

Not the desires of the WORKD


Ephesians 1:19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 

· Capture the understanding

· We will not take this gift lightly
· We are His workmanship.
PRAYER:
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