Precept_Ephesians_Lesson 3_The Church_Rooted In love. Walking In Power- Amazing Grace


Time: 52:53
Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see.

Paul is praying for them: They once were blind but now for them to see with the reality of who GOD really is…


Ephesians 1:15-19 15For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and £your love for all the saints,  16do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers;  17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 
Paul

· An apostle of the Gospel
· Assigned to the Gentiles

· He is a Jew himself
· He has traveled away from the home of the JEWS out into the Roman pagan world

· Primarily a Gentile audience /Under the Greek philosophers

· They used the architecture, the adopted the language etc., they loved the philosophers… names like Socrates. Plato Aristotle…me of wisdom

Greek words

· Love- phileo

· Wisdom – Sophia
· Philosophy- Lovers of wisdom

Ephesians 1:17 Prayer -that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him
· Greeks wanted to know for self

· Oracle of Delphe… know thy self was inscribed in stone
· Paul  prays they know GOD…motivation of knowledge – 
· Self realization / self knowledge for the GREEK was the objective
· GOD tells us how we should live for we know who we are in Christ and so we walk differently…
Wisdom

Ephesians tells us how we should live and it is not the way we used to walk.
Modern philosophers are the same and we pray that the modern Christian wants to know who they are in Christ. What is the relationship to this awesome God we have?
Expanded treatment of this wisdom go to….
1 Corinthians 1:17-18 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void. 

18For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  

Romans 1:16-17 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”
Ephesians talks about the power of God toward us.

The  CROSS which is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:19-2019For it is written,   “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
    And the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.”20Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  
Remember Paul’s visit to Athens? AFTER having been to Philippi and Thessalonica, and Berea and the Thessalonian Jews were after him?  They kept chasing him. He sailed for Athens alone while his colleagues stayed behind.

Acts 17:16-34 16Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being provoked within him as he was observing the city full of idols.  17So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who happened to be present.  18And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with him. Some were saying, “What would this idle babbler wish to say?” Others, “He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection.  19And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is which you are proclaiming?  20“For you are bringing some strange things to our ears; so we want to know what these things mean.”  21(Now all the Athenians and the strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or hearing something new.) 

22So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects.  23“For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.  24“The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;  26and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,  27that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;  28for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’  29“Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.  30“Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,  31because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”
32Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.”  33So Paul went out of their midst.  34But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.
There were temples and idols there.

· He meets the Areopaguites

· Aires is the God of war according to the naming of the gods of the Greeks.

· The Roman pantheon of gods name is MARS –

· So we have the Mars Hill known also in Scripture as the Areopagus – the counsel of the people on the hill of Aires.  So in this instance Mars and Aires are interchangeable (Latin and GREEK)
· They loved to debate for they wanted to know more of themselves so they were willing to hear Paul. They were debaters of the age.

1 Corinthians 1:20-21 20Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 
· The wisdom of the world does not attain the knowledge of God

· The wisdom of God allows you to know God. 

· Paul teaches Christ

1 Corinthians 1:22-23 22For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  23but we preach £Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  
1 Corinthians 1:30 But by His (God’s) doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 
Ephesians we are looking at this idea of being in Christ

Corinthians tells us that Jesus is the one who became to us wisdom from God

· Wisdom of the world does not attain knowledge of God

· In Christ- gives us access to   God and to know who is the wisdom is
· WE can then understand and know God


1 Corinthians 2:3-5  I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  4and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
Who are we today? ARE we any different than the Ephesians and the Corinthians to whom Paul is writing? Does our quest to know GOD not require the wisdom of God to know that?

Where is and how do we obtain the wisdom to know God?

· It is in the person of Jesus Christ

· It is those of faith of the Gospel who have received Him and been sealed with the Holy Spirit who can obtain by the knowledge of God but it is not attainable any human needs
· Anyone can study the Bible, pour over the Scriptures, learn the languages, and read the GREEK and the Hebrew… that requires just that study happens a lot!

· But all the hard work in the world will not bring you to that knowledge of GOD that only comes as He Himself reveals it to us through Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit within.
· He lets us understand those Spiritual truths. God reveals truth in us through Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.
 Why did Paul want his audience to have knowledge of GOD?
· In those days the emotions of the heart are tied into wisdom

This is a great change from the Roman and Greek world.
This is a marvelous new thing
Paul wants “ the eyes of their hearts” to
In those days EMOTIONS as we know them came from the bowels.


Ephesians 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

WHAT is the calling?

· The calling to follow Jesus

· To be a disciple

· To be a part of the family of God

· To Live life the way God would have you live it

The Word HOPE is important to understand here

Hope- clpis   NT Definition: Confident expectation of something good
WE do not always use the word hope as Paul intended it to be understood.
WE today use the word hope more as a wish /a thing with great uncertainty
Eg: Taking the driving test. Confidence varies per person.

The hope of the Bible is a set confident expectation. It I snot I hope I pass my test
Contrast with fear: Expectation of something bad
· The difference is positive or negative expectation

VERSES on FEAR

1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
In Christ with   empowering of the Holy Spirit and the growing knowledge  of GOD
· FEAR should be replaced by hope. 

· Give a defense for the hope

· FEAR is cast out

· Confidence in Good

· Not slaves to the forces of darkness

· It is not rocket science… we have been transferred

· Free has hope. Slaves have no hope

Ephesians 2:5-6 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together £with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
Hope is steadfastness of assurance
God did/Paul prayed for


Ephesians 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
Inheritance

· Family connection
· God /Jesus has

· Kingdom of God no matter how we see it… sons of God

· Heirs /joint heirs with Jesus


Ephesians 1:18-19 18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 

· Know the hope of His calling

· Steadfastness of assurance
1) hope of calling

2) riches of the glory of His  inheritance in the saints

3) Surpassing greatness of His power towards we who believe

· there is a family connection

· God and Jesus and perhaps … us either way the believers in God

· Joint heirs with Jesus


1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
1 Corinthians 2:4-5 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

Ephesians 1:19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 
· there were multiple explanations of the power

· This surpassing greatness overcomes all

· Ephesians 1:20-21 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
· Greatest power is God’s

· We are in God

· It is not our power to do…..

· Call on God for HIS strength .. to withstand the fiery darts of the devil

No Greek or Roman god claims this
No other religion does either – check the world’s religions

They make the sacrifices at the temple for they live in fear of their god
They fear the god will be displeased and bring disaster on their heads


Hebrews 4:16 16Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

· Matchless grace of God
· John Newton wrote that. He was a slave trader


Ephesians 2:1-3 1And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
· need not be of awful crimes to be a wretch

· WE only have to be a sinner

· Children of wrath due to sin.

· WE might have not done something so terrible… eg young children.

· Romans 5:!2 says : we are all sinners in Adam

· Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
John 5:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
It is not doing the time for the sin as the court says

We cannot work our way out of the kingdom of SATAN

God paid the price.  The propitiation to get us out.

The course  of the world is Satan’s dominion


Titus 3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 
· Selfishness

· Consumed with self

· I want t o do what I want to do… pleasure

· EX: why do I not exercise… It is not to go share the Gospel.. the excuses deceive

No Malice/envy
· Right to get angry

· We go into disobedience and go into lust/pleasure

· Ephesians 4:26Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 
WE are not Christ like in many behaviors

This is the course of the world

The times of the  Romans was tough. Today the church does also….how do you watch TV and not see what you are not to see?
Operating in the Prince of the power of the air in the sons of disobedience
WE have power over that.. .turn it off… do not watch

Move The PASSION
People flocked to see the movie The PASSION// controversy of Anti-Semitic
Muslims… see the friend’s enemy as my enemy… so Christians were anti -somatic then maybe a good Muslim would watch for it is Anti-somatic. It is one of the best playing movies in the Muslim world. It evangelized many.


Ephesians 1:20-21 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

Ephesians 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

Power – exousia: permission granted/the right to decide you can or not. Yes or now. Not the power of dutamis
You only walk in the power of what He says when you believe  him


Ephesians 2:2-5 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together £with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
· Every sinner saved is just as much a wretch regardless of what sin in the flesh

· Sin is sin. All are a wretch before GOD
· Believe Satan or walk away as overcomers…. But /for this reason 
· God rich in mercy
Satan is perhaps a little angry for he has lost some control?

      1 Peter 5:8  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like 
       a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Reason for Spiritual warfare

1 John 2:15-16  15Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 
· Course of the world

· Prince of 

· Burned up someday all of the world/you cannot take it with you

· There is eternity… life or death


Colossians 2:15When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

Hebrews 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 
· Prince of power of air is powerless

· A public display

· Why would we want to walk the course of this world

· We get duped to think we have to.

SATAN eventually


1 Corinthians 15:20-26 20But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.  21For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming,  24then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  25For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  26The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 
· Satan  is rendered helpless

· In the end He will abolish death

Think about it


Revelation 19:19-20 19And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 

20And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.  

Revelation 20:11-15 11Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  12And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
*there is an end
* Paul seems to be addressing the church age
Ephesians 1:20-21 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
Not one power greater… one is abolished

Greater is /he who is in me than he who is on the world.  Power by amazing grace

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 1Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.  2For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  3While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.  4But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief;  5for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  6so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and £sober.  
1 Thessalonians 5:8 But since we are of the day, let us be £sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 
· that does sound like chapter 6 of Ephesians
· WE need to be watchful and aware

· 1 Thessalonians 5:9 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Belief in good things

NOT Fear….Many say I hope so./They are not assured
Paul’s hope is confident
We are not children of light not wrath.
It is all about His Matchless/Amazing grace

Before the foundation of the world.. I live in light of that truth. Not as the way the world lives.
We do not reserve at all times..

Perishables cannot  be taken out the immortals.

Colossians 1:13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 
· Sitting there now
· Being there for all of eternity
· The Power of God for salvation

1 Corinthians 13:5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 


Acts 4:12 2“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”


Prayer:
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