Precept_Ephesians Lesson 5 Lecture: Time 59 Minutes

The church: Rooted in love, Walking in Prayer. The Power of Comprehending The Depth of His Love


Look what happens …if you could see the suffering you are going through in the light of ministering to others would it change the way you went through that suffering? Would it change the way that you looked at that suffering? And what would happen if you determined to walk in the high privilege of manifesting to the powers in heaven what it is like to be the redeemed, the church of Jesus Christ? 

What would happen if you could comprehend the love of God?  If you could be strengthened with power in the inner man, If you could be filled with the fullness of God. What would happen in your life?  Would you see dear one that this is the way that God with all of His power and all of His fullness and when you serve Him with al of your might, your soul, and body, and Spirit what would happen? What would happen?
WE are going to talk about this today. They usually pray before the lesson. The lesson will be with all
Prayer: Father, I bow before you now. I bow my knees before You the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Father who is the Head and to whom every family in heaven and earth is named. I bow my knees before you. And I cry to you oh God that You would strengthen me with power in my inner man and that You would so fill me with Your Spirit  and so guide me, and direct me that as we look at this awesome chapter in Ephesians we might be able to get a glimpse of the breath, and height, and length, and depth of the love of your son. And to know the love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge so that we might be filled with the fullness of Him that fills all in all. I pray that Father you would show each person that is listening the importance of comprehending Your love. The importance of understanding who they are.   importance of understanding whose they are and the high calling that is upon their lives so that they might live as more than a conqueror. So that You might do exceedingly abundantly above all that we can even ask or think. According to Father, the power that works with us. And so Father, I thank you now for what You are going to do. Father I don’t pretend to have plumbed the depth of to begin to say that I understand Paul’s prayer at the end of this chapter. But. I want to know it. And I want to live ion the light of it. And I want to live in such a way that I can help others to live it the light of this knowledge, of this truth of the Love of Christ that really and truly surpasses knowledge.
Father now move by your Spirit and achieve your purposes in our lives. In Jesus’ Name we pray. AMEN
WE looked at Ephesians 3 opening up states Paul is a prisoner of the Lord


Ephesians 3:1 1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 

Conflict
Bonds

Suffering

Used in this conflict for the ministry of others

If we could only understand that the circumstances/Conflicts of our individual lives… that we go through is for the ministry of others

They are Given by GOD that we in turn might minister to others… it changes our walk/life

Then he stops and talks of God’s grace

Ephesians 3:1 1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—3:14-16  14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,  16that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 

Ephesians 3:2-3 2if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you;  3that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 

Ministry explained

God set life in way / pattern that we can minister/Accomplish God’s purpose
· Witness/Life experiences… opens doors
We are on the other side of the Gospel. WE know all Paul endured
· Paul wrote a lot of the NT

· Paul is a prisoner of Jesus Christ even as he is in prison on Rome for the Gospel

· People knew where he was


2 Corinthians 11:24-28 24Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.  25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.  26I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;  27I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.  28Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 

The conflicts within

The fears without.
WE are in awe of the apostle Paul

1 Corinthians 9:2 If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.  
Grace of God not poured out in vain

WE are not a different category of Paul v/s little old me
Kay says she is not either

She is raised by God saved when He was pleased . Predestined by the kind intention of His will…..according to His purpose
So we are significant to GOD


Ephesians 1:3-9 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight  9He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  
Galatians 1:16 16to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,
Paul refers to himself as a prisoner of Jesus Christ. Not of Rome

The Ephesians knew who and where he was/ This is implied

Ephesians 3:1 1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you (Gentiles)

You are what you are

Tribulations

Trials
For the sake of some others… they are watching you.
They are drawn as you are a living epistle of this truth of their life
What you are going through
Ephesians 1:9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 
· Value- to prison for you

What you are experiencing is vital to the health of the body.


Ephesians 3:13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.
Jews against for association of Gentiles
Here for you- your glory
High value- glory=proper estimate  doxa
Trials /situations are never just for us but for others/for the body/ a witness/testimony
Not lost
Ephesians 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 

We will be so convicted by these lessons


Ephesians 6:19-20 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 

Ephesians 6:20 for which I am an ambassador £in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

Boldly proclaiming to Jew & Gentile

Church- One body/one new man /dwelling place of the Spirit

In chains
BE Bold

Ephesians 6:20-22 for which I am an ambassador £in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  21But that you also may know about my circumstances, how I am doing, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything known to you.  22I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about us, and that he may comfort your hearts.

Paul  is afraid that when they hear of his, Paul’s tribulations for them that they will loose heart.
Biographies of saints @ age 29 Kay read
 Her suggestion is Hudson’s Taylor Spiritual Secret
It is powerful
He lives in the light of the Prayer of Paul in Ephesians 3. Boxer rebellion- to inland China. Cot wife /children/ 2nd wife eventually
Many who come -loose lives. No falling apart and quitting He looks at God’s higher purpose. Look in Light of eternity
Church Triumphant… 
The secret- learn to REST in God/in the sovereignty of God/the rest of faith/TAKE God at His word

Ephesians 6:21-22 But that you also may know about my circumstances, how I am doing, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything known to you.  22I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about us, and that he may comfort your hearts.


Ephesians 3:13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.

Concern of loosing of their heart

So he tells them what he prays for them
Repetition is beneficial

The interlude/ 


Ephesians 3:1-2 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—  2if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 

WS -Stewardship –Greek- oikonomia- The management of the affairs of a household

Remember we have seen it before. Ikio= house/ planning of affairs
Used: View to administration 
Ephesians 1:10 10with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 
God has a purpose
To administer what He has planned
Church  sitting in judgment of Paul. NEED milk cannot tolerate meat. Hard to handle when refusal to grow happens
1 Corinthians 4:1-5 1Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 


1 Corinthians 1:12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 

1 Corinthians 4:1-2 1Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy. 
I am responsible for this

I am trustworthy

What are we going to be with the truth that we have learned?

Are we a faithful steward? Do We proclaim? Do we live in the light of the living God?

Share 40 minute HOW DO YOU WALK THE WALK YOU TALK?
Ephesians 3:2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 
· Never stops here
· WE are always to pass it on
· What is experienced is stopped then something is wrong
Ephesians 3:3 3that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 

Reminded of what was just wrote

Not sure if previous correspondence


Ephesians 3:4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
Ephesians 3:5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 

There is a privilege to having been born this side of the Cross

Of knowing what was previously not told 
God verified the WORD of God in Scripture

WE now have the total revelation of GOD and nothing is missing

OT they did not understand

Genesis 22:18“In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 
God told Abraham

There was a veil over their eyes

NT /Apostles/Prophets/Paul = Revelation not understood

Sometimes we forget that the church is a new entity

Christians not understanding become enamored of Judasim and incorporate it into life

Prayer shawls/ Yakama/ Feasts etc.


Ephesians 3:5-6 (which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  6to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 
In= by the Spirit

Explained in Chapter 2/Now  hammered it on the head

The vehicle is the Gospel


Ephesians 3:5-6 5which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  6to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 

Seen by man
How- Verified Fact- Gospel
Makes Jew and Gentiles fellow heirs- in the church/one body

GREEK- SYN connection…heir/ means joint/one gets the other gets

BEFORE

Ephesians 2:11-12 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands—  12remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

State before

OT- was to become proselyte of Jewish Faith

One new Man – Mystery of the Church /Neither live as before/Lifestyle of the Bride of Christ


Ephesians 3:6-7 6to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,  7of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. 

W/S =Minister = Greek- diakonos= A Servant
Deacon is in there
Of whom I am a servant/minister- according to the gift of God’s grace/God’s design /By His power
Called am able to do from the POWER that is HIS
Ephesians 1- Paul  prayed for
Ephesians 1:19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 
Is seen in 2nd prayer

We can minister to others no matter what we go through/lifestyle /tribulation/distress etc.
Enabled by power
Regardless of self issues
Ephesians 3:7of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of His power

Note gift of God’s grace we cannot comprehend this

Ephesians 3:8-10 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,  9and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things;  10so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 
What would happen if you determined to walk in the high privilege that God has given you to walk in the manifold wisdom that God gave to rulers and authorities?

Ephesians 3:9-10,  9and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things;  10so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 

W/S
· To preach to the Gentiles.. the unfathomable riches of Christ/Cannot get mind around
· To bring to light what is the administration –Greek- oikonomia-
· So that…. Known… through church
· Unbelievable PLAN of REDEMPTION that Holy God had before He ever created the earth. 
· Holy God knew that Man would sin/Man did and does sin starting with the Garden of Eden
· Condemnation of Sin was given as ‘surely die” 
Genesis 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”
· God is not stuck… by His Holiness. He loved Man so he provided a way
Omniscient God chose before the foundation of the WORLD  in Christ
· He chooses you… Ephesians 1:4 4just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 
· He laid it on Jesus Sins of all- 1 John 2:2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

· Jesus has to be a man for man is sin. Jesus dies/He has to be tempted but does not sin, that is going to come from God for He cannot come from man…

Manifold wisdom of this Gospel

 Hebrews 4:15 15For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

God gives His Son into the Womb of Mary/Flesh… incarnate God overcome by the Spirit is born of flesh that He might taste death.  This is the manifold wisdom of God

The angels look.. their fate was sealed before the creations of the heavens and earth due to the uprising of Satan. There is no redemption for them. We have good and bad angels  1/3 of  the angels fell with Satan

Hebrews 2:9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.

Rejoicing in heaven happens due to seeing the manifold wisdom


Luke 15:10 “In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
    Count it all joy

· The awesome plan and ordering of all is in Christ

· He is sin for us

· WE have the righteousness of Christ in us for redemption

· The angels are not going to be redeemed./Destiny is set depending on who they chose. God or Satan
· Every time we give the Gospel and we walk uprightly and do not give into temptation we give glory to the heavenly places

· Luke 15:10 10“In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
· Job 13:15 Though He slay me,  I will hope in Him .Nevertheless I will argue my ways before Him.

Ephesians 3:11 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,  
· Remember that you are part of God’s eternal purpose

· How you do this is important

Ephesians 3:12  in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.  
· Access to the Holy of Holies/to the throne of God

· WE believe that Jesus is the Christ so we are Bone of bone and flesh of His flesh…

Ephesians 3:13  Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.
Kay in a hard trial right now

· Walking as God it is for the Glory of others

· It is testimony to the authorities in Heaven

· Confident access to Him

· Ephesians 3:14-15 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 

· He is the Father of Fathers
· Abba Father /Supreme/Father
Romans 8:15-16 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  16The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 
                    He enables us HIMSELF
EVERY Family derives example ……..READ with deletions
Ephesians 3:16 that He would grant you, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  
Ephesians 3:19 that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
WHAT is he praying for you?

WATCH

· Do not give up in tribulations

· Do not be concerned over the tribulations

· Do not loose heart – be strengthened

· Power in the spirit in the inner man… by God to the fullness of GOD. 
· He grants me… 
Ephesians 3:16-17 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
Doing on  the basis of…….
· The Bases of Who He Is
· Bases of what He has
· Bases of Strength of power in the inner man
· Why? So that…..
· Dwell – means at home/ GET comfortable
· Rooted and grounded are perfect tense.. done when grafted in /when 

Romans 11:17 17But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 

IF you doubt the love of God you will never be what you are meant to be.

Never know, never attain to all that GOD wants you to be.

          Bone of my bone /flesh of my flesh
Ephesians 3:17-19 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted (past completed action present result)  and grounded in love,  18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, (purpose)that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
LOVE OF GOD  Surpasses knowledge
· Breath

· Length

· Height

· Depth
How are you strengthened with power? 

· through His Spirit in the inner man

· The Love of God

· Comprehend it

· Surpassing power- to absolutely amazing….

· Know and understand how much GOD loves you…. Experientially

· That enables you to go forward

· Being filled with the fullness of Him 
Galatians 5:22-232But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
9 fold fruit… Romans 5 when saved… 
· Romans 5:5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
· 1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  

He loved us before the foundation of the world…. And when we were His enemy

Romans 5:6-8 6For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Paul did not want them to lose heart….

Ephesians 3:16-17 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

Study the WORD- 5 hours is nothing. Truth sanctifies/then we are secure in His love/WE can walk the trial/ handle whatever comes our way/Filled with the fullness of God… 

Pray in Ephesians  1 ends….

Ephesians 1:22-23 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

2nd prayer the same way….

Ephesians 3:19-21 19and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 20Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
HE ends it……..

20Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen
· You cannot ask enough

· Think Great enough
· Remember the POWER that works within us
· His the glory- in the church/Jew & Gentile in one body
The question is ARE you going to live in the light of what you now have heard and know? 

How are we going to look at the things that come our way?

How will we order our affairs?

Kay’s passion is to understand experientially the words of this prayer and to live in light of them.
Father, Thank you for Your WORD. WE bow our knees before You Father and cry holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty. Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. Oh Lord may there be glory to You seen in our lives. In the way that we live, in the way Father that we go through the conflicts, the sufferings, and the trials, in the way that we conduct ourselves on the face of this earth knowing Father that here we are now  part of the one new Man . Part of the church of Christ. Part of the Body of Christ Part of His holy body His holy temple. Oh Father may every thing in this part of His temple say Holy. WE thank You. We thank you that as Paul prayed that prayer that You could do even far more abundantly what he asked or thought. Do it Lord, do it !Do it in me, in these people, in the church, to Jesus Christ that the world might see the church Triumphant the bride of Christ… prepared and adorned for her heavenly Bridegroom. In Your name we pray. AMEN.
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