Precept_Ephesians Lesson 5 Lecture: Time 54  Minutes

The church: Rooted in love, Walking in Prayer. The  Mystery of Christ

Do you not love a good mystery? One that is hard to figure out? You know that with a little concentration you can figure it out? In the Bible you are not going to figure it out until God reveals it to you. The good writer reveals a little at a time, until you are sure you know the answer and there is often a little twist at the end that is unexpected. This is true of God in Ephesians chapter three.

Ephesians 3:3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 
Even Paul had to have revelation… he could not figure this one out
Paul always 1st went to the synagogue where they had the OT Scriptures to reason. 
They still did not know of the mystery. It was hidden.

Paul either, tribe of Benjamin, Pharisee of Pharisees… it had to be made known. 

God had written, purposed, and planned it from before the foundation of the world but this mystery was not made known until He chose to do so by revelation.

God revealing is a great concept to understand. We today have the whole New Testament. When Paul wrote in Ephesus this was just being written. The Jews had the Old Testament. The Gentiles this was all new for them, the whole thing, they had nothing. They are now included but they are not steeped in what existed. There is still an element of God revealing to us even with the written WORD> today. The Spirit reveals.


1 Corinthians 1:18-20 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  19For it is written,  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.”
20Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  


1 Corinthians 2:1-4 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the £testimony of God.  2For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  3I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  4and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 

Wisdom…rested on the Spirit and the power of GOD

1 Corinthians 2:6-8 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away;  7but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory;  8the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 

1 Corinthians 2:10 £For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  

1 Corinthians 2:12-15 12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  13which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 
14But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  15But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  
· things that are spiritual are spiritually appraised
· The mystery of God cannot be explained by the wisdom of man and logic

· So the Lost man cannot get it

· WE get it when the Spirit of God moves

· That is what Jesus said in John 14:26


John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 
· Spirit teaches
· Leads us to all truth

· Anyone can see the Words; God’s Spirit is needed to understand

· This is not new revelation but it will click

· W/S Revelation – apokalupsis – lupto = reveal


Ephesians 3:3-6 3that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  4By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,  5which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  6to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 

Why was that hidden that Gentiles was fellow heirs?

· God chose Abraham… to make a great nation

· Promise passed from one of body- Isaac- Jacob-Israel/ descendants are the chosen ones of God

· God also intended to include Gentiles. He just chose not to reveal it at this time.

· There were many years of just Israel
· Acts: Gentiles believed also- there was great shock that they believed. 
· This is from Genesis 3:15 on that it was promised Messiah the seed (Galatians 3:16)

· You would not have guessed the Gentiles were to be a part of this.

Ephesians 3:8-108To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,  9and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things;  10so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 
· Made known through the church   gnōrizō (Strong's G1107) 
· To bring to light=  different word  phōtizō (Strong's G5461) W/S
· Photo- light.
·  Writing with light  Definition :to illumine. Enlighten
· To bring to light……….theme. Darkness/Light
·  World in darkness /until light dispels the darkness (Satan)

Jew & Gentiles as fellow partakers
· Revealed

· Illuminates

· Both concepts in play Jew & Gentile revealed and it brings to light…

Prayer

· Ephesians 1:17-18  17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
· Ephesians 3:9- see above9and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things
Light is used throughout Scripture. 


2 Peter 1:19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 

Revelation 21:23 (And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
Isaiah has 66 chapters and 2 main segments  

1st has 39 chapters

2nd has  27 (Starting with chapter 40) Comfort, comfort my people

Isaiah 42:1-6 1    “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; 

    My chosen one in whom My soul delights.
    I have put My Spirit upon Him;    He will bring forth justice to the nations.
2    “He will not cry out or raise His voice,  Nor make His voice heard in the street.
3    “A bruised reed He will not break  And a dimly burning wick
    He will not extinguish;  He will faithfully bring forth justice.
4    “He will not be disheartened or crushed  Until He has established justice in the earth;
    And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.”
5    Thus says God the LORD,    Who created the heavens and stretched them out,
    Who spread out the earth and its offspring,  Who gives breath to the people on it
    And spirit to those who walk in it,
6    “I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,   I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,
? Israel or Messiah? Commentaries question.
· A light to the nation to open blind eyes

· Out of Israel comes Messiah

· The rest you study with the study on Isaiah


Isaiah 42:7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.
Isaiah 60:1-3 “Arise, shine; for your light has come,  And the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2    “For behold, darkness will cover the earth   deep darkness the peoples; But the LORD will rise upon you
    And His glory will appear upon you. “Nations will come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising.    

· Pete in college Book  “ A LIGHT to the NATIONS” 

· Were they ?
Sermon on the Mount 
Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;  15“nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  16“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
· Something special here? Steeped in OT.

· Gospels are only the OT until now 

· They would have Isaiah

· Nation as whole or Messiah … the light comes
HIDDEN
Colossians 3:3 3For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
Crypt /Cryptology- Hidden / sealed away
God’s plan/God unravels what is true from the beginning but not seen until the end of… at the right time

Even at the Sermon on the Mount… this was still not clear to these disciples
Ephesians 1:9-109He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  10so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 

· Gentiles would have a hard time comprehending this 

· This was real in Paul’s Day.. JEWS were the Christian sect…ADD Gentiles and  Now  they want to join the Jews
W/S apokrupto –Hidden intentionally with a  good purpose /benefit in mind
Made known through the church to whom?

Ephesians 1:10 10so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places

Ephesians 1:20-21 20which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
Rulers in the heavenlies

· Satan/Demons

· All the angels

· Hebrews 1 :1-2 1God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  2in these last days has spoken to us in His Son(in son) whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 
Hebrews 1:4having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.

· Jesus is better than all the angels

· We are making this known to even the angels.. they could not understand

· They are messengers as God directs….do they have revelation? WE are sealed in the Holy Spirit. The angels are not


Ephesians 3:4-6 4By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,  5which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  6to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 

· Difference in Hebrews tells how the angels fit into God’s plans

· WE see where Man fits there also’

· Hebrews 2:9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. 

·  The church is going to know this

· 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?  3Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life? 
WE think of angels/angelic beings as….Wow ! Awe struck.

Yet, we the church are revealing to them the angels what is now being made known. WE will judge angels

Jesus sits higher than the angels… we are ok with that
WE are seated In Christ… so think of that in relationship

Angels will learn from and thru us


Ephesians 2:6-7 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
Position in Christ
· Right hand in Christ

· Above the angels

· They cannot comprehend things that we have had revealed

· Angels were to deliver messages. Now the church is to send a message to those messengers


Ephesians 3:10-12 0so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.  11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,  12in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 


Hebrews 4:16 6Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.


Ephesians 3:13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.


Ephesians 3:14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 

Ephesians 3:16-18  16that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power( dunamis) through His Spirit in the inner man,  17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
Grant – according to the riches of His glory

WS dunamis   inherent power to act


Ephesians 1:18-19 18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 
Ephesians 3:16-18  16that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power( dunamis) through His Spirit in the inner man, 
Strength- Christian life is hard

· People do not like the message of only one way to heaven

· The “all God’s children

· We are all God created but not all children of God
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 
Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”
· Narrow minded

· WE preach exclusive narrow way

· Personally or by legal devices to shut you out and up.

· Attacks are personal also from enemy/rulers and authorities also get this message /Satan

     Sickness/disaster/Broken relationships /Tough life 

· WE tend to think of angels v/s demons
· Satan has no chance of redemption. He is fallen forever.
·  He hates when we snatch someone to the kingdom of the Beloved Son

· When you shine your light he is not happy for he is dark
Ephesians 5:11  11Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 

1 Thessalonians 5:5-6 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  6so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and £sober. 
 WE dispel darkness where Satan works

 Strength of God with the power of the Spirit to aid us. WE are the Clark Kent not the superman.


Ephesians 3:16-19 16that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
· Love of Christ surpasses knowledge

· Degrees or not do not matter/Love of Christ surpasses that

Ephesians 3:19 19and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  – not  as college of the world

                    1 Corinthians 1-2 is addressing the same thing

Ephesians 3:20-21 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
· Church glorifies God when we are in our God ordained role

· Jew and Gentile together as light in this world
· Revealer of Mysteries to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places
· Don’t forget the neighbors
· Israel was a Light

· Messiah was a light is a light

· Church is to be a light

Paul revealed what he was shown.. pass it on to the world. Do it !

Chapters 1-3 are doctrinal truth of Ephesians

Chapters 4-6 are the WALK chapters/ the practical application

· Who I am - is established
·  Hold on to it when the one I need to do does not work. WE are not always in tune with GOD. 
·  There is a plan B. Plan A did not work David moved the ARK of the Covenant wrongly= the cart

·   Levites on shoulders is plan B- that was His plan for DAVID who did so 2nd time

 REMIND self… that we are not shaken by the things that come our way


Ephesians 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 
REMEMBER 2 things

· Paul was revealed a mystery- JEW and Gentile In one body /Fellow heirs/partakers

·  Gospel brings this to light

· The Church goes to the rulers and authorities in the heavenlies

Paul prays for Church to be strengthened with power from God

1. Christ dwells in our hearts

2. That we may know the love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge

3. In Christ………power is from God through the Holy Spirit

Now they all know:

Here is the mission

· God equips to do the mission in Chapter 3

· Jew and Gentile… now made known to all

· This is challenging for there is responsibility

· In doing all we glorify God

PRAYER:
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