Precept_Ephesians_The Church: Rooted In Love, Walking In Power Unity of the Spirit

Time:56:25  


How do we preserve the unity of the Spirit?

Ephesians 4:1-3 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
Next week the unity of the faith
ONE…Ephesians 4:3-6 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;  5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.
A composite of the unity of the spirit= 7 things

  Components/attributes

1. One Body

2. One spirit

3. One hope of calling

4. One Lord

5. One Faith

6. One Baptism

7. One God and Father

This is well defined in Scripture 

This is a clear repeated teaching of  Scripture

Paul “ 1st Section is doctrine

2nd  in chapter 4 gives to the teaching of practice
We cannot have divisions.

John mentions teachings of Jesus on the same


John 14:15 If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 
John 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.”  
John 14:23-24 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.  24“He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.
John 14:31 but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go from here.

Key verse of what Paul is trying to say
Do these things and the walk reflection shows The LORD

That the world may know………

Love by keeping the commandments
Walk in a manner worthy

· These things are true

· You are seated in Him

· Show it Love the Lord and glorify the Father

We know”
We have a holy calling

Leviticus 11:44 ‘For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth.  
1 Peter 1:16 6because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
    Holiness…

There are other religions that have practices that are set in place and form that may look similar.

WE are not basically worshipping the same thing…. 

We have a radical narrow minded one way theology

Unity here does not allow us to say there is more than one way/Lord. Faith etc
· One Lord

· One Spirit

· One Body

God GAVE to Jesus

Jesus gave this to us

How do we do this?

· Historical Figures.. examples as Martin Luther
·     John Calvin

· John Wesley

· The laundry list gets long…….they all strive

· WE are not to be followers of men

1 Corinthians 1:12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 

· Follow one LORD

· The LORD Himself
To do this and maintain the unity of the Spirit in the holy calling we have to find this in Scripture//  know ONENESS

John 17:20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 
· Sanctification- allowing for the spread of the Gospel

· Jew and Gentile in one body – the mystery / this plus
John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.
· This is then the spread to the world… Jesus said it
· The disciples will share in the church the spread


John 17:22-23 “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;  23I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 
The Model

· The Godhead itself

· Just as……we are
· They may see this
· One as WE are ONE
Ephesians List of 7….HERE is the trinity 3 persons in one.. the Orthodox view
ONE LORD 

ONE Father 

ONE Spirit

 Pete says his view… the trinity is so unique that there are not earthly examples to explain it well.
Yet we are asked to copy this…..almost is a contradiction.

WE labor at that in this life. In the next life we are eternally with Him so it is not an issue. For now we are a mirror for the world sot see….

The church shows

· The body of Christ

· Believes

· ONE BODY.. not one physical body

· HE Is the HEAD/WE are members


Ephesians 3:6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 
           Jew – Gentiles

           We need to be united with selves  and within groups

Where is our unity? 

1 Corinthians 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! 


1 Corinthians 12:12-13 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

· Baptism of the Spirit

Colossians 1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  
Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 

· Reflect the one body

· Reflect the calling we have

· Competition is bad.
· Cooperation is needed. Do we believe we all believe the same thing?

    All of same denominations should work together

    Do they really work together?
Paul wanted the body of Ephesus to be connected to the body of Corinth to the body of Jerusalem… the outer most parts of the earth.

ONE SPIRIT.. Holy Spirit firm ground

              There are other kinds of spirits

              Manifestation of the Holy Spirit can be a dividing wall

Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Peter account:
Acts 11:11-16 “And behold, at that moment three men appeared at the house in which we were staying, having been sent to me from Caesarea.  12“The Spirit told me to go with them without misgivings. These six brethren also went with me and we entered the man’s house.  13“And he reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here;  14and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’  15“And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the beginning.  16“And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 
· Peter knew the same for all

· Not black v/s white etc


1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 

1 Corinthians 12:3-4 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
1 Corinthians 12:7-8 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  8For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;  
1 Corinthians 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
· Division is not of the spirit
Philippians 2:1-2 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,  2make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 
· Fellowship of the Spirit

· Same mind

· Same love

· United in Spirit /same purpose

· Only one real purpose.. share the truth of the Gospel message

Let others know and see that He is Lord

Pete on Ezekiel

Ezekiel……then you will know that I am the LORD ; They will know that I am the LORD

   This is KEY

Purpose of the walk with calling is that the world would see the walk and know that GOD is the LORD

· That Jesus and God are the Same

· That the Spirit working in us is the same

· WE all have that same one Spirit

Ephesians 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 
Hope- to the average is an expression of uncertainty
        Buying of lottery tickets in the hope if winning………Probability of winning was 1 of 1oo million…. How much hope can you place in a one in a million shot?
There is no real confidence here.

Bible HOPE… is different

The question “ When you die are you going to heaven? “ ANSWER “ I hope so”
The hope of the Bible is a confidence certainty do to who we are and  what our calling is.

Ephesians 1:12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in £Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 
· Jews.. Greek Messiah Yeshua
· God promised. They hoped in the promise
· Uncertainty  was just the when
· WE know Jesus is coming back but we also do not know the when  WE have more markers than they did as we have the text
· There is a certainty the 2nd time
To JEWS - Ephesians 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  
TO GENTILES - Ephesians 2:12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
· They did not have the promise

· The Lottery … but God made the difference

Colossians 1:5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel 
WHAT hope? 

· WE have the Lord

· We have the Spirit and eternal guarantee
· Exhaustive study…..treasures
· Bodies change - 1 Corinthians 15:53-  For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. Immortality in heaven
· CROWNS –

· Ruling and reigning

Laid up for us is in the treasury… it is there in the storehouse

It is ours and it is there. Certainty
The Gospel tells this - Colossians 1:23 3if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.
FOR today

Colossians 1:27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

· Christ in you the hope of glory. The confidence, the assurance

· The Holy Spirit seal is the pledge of the inheritance
· The pledge of our inheritance.. the pledge is like earnest money on a house

To Titus on grace
Titus 2:12-13 2instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  13looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 
Looking for the blessed hope…. Not hope the LORD will return in the world sense/ Look for it
                                             Christ is the hope… 
Wayne Barber….Asked to share the Gospel to some learning disabled kids… how to do so?
                         Wayne  you told them they should look for  the blessed hope. From the EAST. The kids look the window does not stay clean. Is this the day? That we should be so…
Child like faith every day.. to take GOD at His word. 

· This could be the day

· I have hope. 

· It  could be today.

Hebrews 6:19This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, 
Anchors

· A holy wood fashion.

· Around boats … you may see

· Chain and they grab the bottom… it is anchored

· We cannot drift for we are anchored.. moored

· SEA anchor… designed to stabilize and lower the center of gravity

· Hold steady in the midst of storms

· Anchor of our soul…. Draw an anchor for hope 
Hebrews 6:19 9This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, 
· In the presence of GOD

BE prepared to make a defense

1 Peter 3:15 but £sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 

Romans 15:4 4For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
Hebrews 11- the hall of faith

Hebrews 11:39-40 39And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised,  40because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.
· Their hope was confident. Steadfast and sure

· One that would enter the veil
· We all have testing.. problems

· What should hold us in that is our hope

Walk in a manner worthy of our calling /// be anchored

The world then sees…what?

WE need -We are in  1 body with one hope

· I have all of you to help me remember where my anchor is

· BE unified in the body.. when one slips the others say hold on

· A human chain… still anchored.

ONE LORD
Revelation 19:16 16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
· One Lord of Lords

1 Corinthians 8:4-6 4Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that £there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one.  5For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords,  6yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.
· note no caps on lords etc l-g
· only ONE GOD the Father and ONE LORD Jesus Christ 

Revelation 19:16 – HE is the one
There is only one FAITH- Jesus the risen Savior

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 1Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand,  2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 

3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  


1 Corinthians 15:13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;  
1 Corinthians 15:20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 

Appearances - 1 Corinthians 15:5-7 5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;  7then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 
The Faith of the Gospel message has to be of the one body. 
WE cannot throw away those tenants of the death and resurrection of Christ. Do not deny resurrection power

Paul thought this important enough to talk about not walking away from in the pastoral epistles


1 Timothy 4:6 In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following. 
· Particular one

· The faith

· Faith  (principles ) v/s THE FAITH (exists with or w/o me)

1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
· Principles

· Sound Doctrine


1 Timothy 6:21 which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you. 

The FAITH is clearly defined

There is not orthodox and none orthodox and both be right… one is not

WE need to use the whole counsel of GOD


Ephesians 4:1-6 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;  5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all 
· Sprinkled

· Dunked

· Poured

· Infant or after public confession

There is one identification of being in emersion with Christ

It is not the form of   pool, pond or river water, hot or cold water

Believers are given the Holy Spirit… that is the one baptism that is being referred to here.

Ephesians 4:6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all 
Legacy back all the way to Moses

Deuteronomy 4:35 “To you it was shown that you might know that the LORD, He is God; there is no other besides Him. 
The Shema - Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 

Isaiah 45:5 “I am the LORD, and there is no other;  Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though you have not known Me;

Isaiah 45:21-22 “Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together.
    Who has announced this from of old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, the LORD?
    And there is no other God besides Me, A righteous God and a Savior;  There is none except Me.
22 “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no other.

Isaiah 46:9 Remember the former things long past,   For I am God, and there is no other;  I am God, and there is no one like Me,

God in Isaiah is implying that they think there are other gods

REMEMBER they are caught up in idolatry

They have a corporate special relationship with GOD chosen and then brought out of Egypt to a land flowing with milk and honey having driven out all their enemies before them, kept them in the land etc… yet they played with the gods of the lands and things made with their own hands.
WE know their history
· The plagues

· Og

· The Amorite king

· Giants in the land 

THE prophets knew….Baal .. who burns up things?  Elijah was a bit sarcastic in this passage

1 Kings 18:25-27 So Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one ox for yourselves and prepare it first for you are many, and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under it.”  26Then they took the ox which was given them and they prepared it and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon saying, “O Baal, answer us.” But there was no voice and no one answered. And they leaped about the altar which they made.  27It came about at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Call out with a loud voice, for he is a god; either he is occupied or gone aside, or is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and needs to be awakened.” 


1 Kings 18:39  39When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God.” 
Joel 2:27  “Thus you will know that I am in the midst of Israel,  And that I am the LORD your God, And there is no other; And My people will never be put to shame.
Malachi 2:10 “Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers? 
It was then no stretch for what Jesus proclaimed knowing the history


Mark 12:28-29 28One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?”  29Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; 
The 7’s UNITY of the SPIRIT
1. One Body – all in and members of /Christ the head
2. The same Holy Spirit – indwells and empowers us all
3. The One hope -the LORD the anchor for our soul/living hope/sure confident & steadfast
4. One Lord… Jesus Christ - Lord of Lord’s and King of kings

5. One Faith – the faith a set of doctrinal principles in the WORD of GOD/just one

6. ONE Baptism- identification with the LORD. FATHER- Son _Spirit we are baptized into that one 

7. ONE GOD- the only GOD that has ever been /The one

These seven things are how we maintain the unity of the Spirit.

There are seven parts to the whole

NEXT week we study the unity of the faith etc.

WE have to have this groundwork 
Ephesians 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 

Ephesians 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

Unity of the Spirit  is a precursor if we will of the faith. It is the bedrock the starting point.
The main point in Ephesians is JEW and GENTILE in one body.. this mystery. In our time it is one body … not the denominations, congregation etc… still just one body

AMEN
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