 Precept Ephesians – The Church Rooted In Love Walking In Power Unity In Diversity      Time 56:56

.


History from Candy:

In the first three centuries, the church found itself in a hostile environment. On the one hand, it grappled with the challenge of relating the language of the gospel, developed in a Hebraic and Jewish-Christian context, to a Graeco-Roman world. On the other hand, it was threatened not only by persecution, but also by ideas that were in conflict with the biblical witness.

In the 4th century A.D. 312, Constantine won control of the Roman Empire in the battle of Milvian Bridge. Attributing his victory to the intervention of Jesus Christ, he elevated Christianity to favored status in the empire. "One God, one Lord, one faith, one church, one empire, one emperor" became his motto. 

filioqueThe new emperor soon discovered that "one faith and one church" were fractured by theological disputes, especially conflicting understandings of the nature of Christ, long a point of controversy. Arius, a priest of the church in Alexandria, asserted that the divine Christ, the Word through whom all things have their existence, was created by God before the beginning of time. Therefore, the divinity of Christ was similar to the divinity of God, but not of the same essence. Arius was opposed by the bishop, Alexander, together with his associate and successor, Athanasius. They affirmed that the divinity of Christ, the Son, is of the same substance as the divinity of God, the Father. To hold otherwise, they said, was to open the possibility of polytheism, and to imply that knowledge of God in Christ was not final knowledge of God.

To counter a widening rift within the church, Constantine convened a council in Nicaea in A.D. 325. A creed reflecting the position of Alexander and Athanasius was written and signed by a majority of the bishops. Nevertheless, the two parties continued to battle each other. In A.D. 381, a second council met in Constantinople. It adopted a revised and expanded form of the A.D. 325 creed, now known as the Nicene Creed. 

The Nicene Creed is the most ecumenical of creeds. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) joins with Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and most Protestant churches in affirming it. Nevertheless, in contrast to Eastern Orthodox churches, the western churches state that the Holy Spirit proceeds not only from the Father, but from the Father and the Son (Latin, ). To the eastern churches, saying that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both Father and Son threatens the distinctiveness of the person of the Holy Spirit; to the western churches, the filioque guards the unity of the triune God. This issue remains unresolved in the ecumenical dialogue.
The CREED
We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,(1 Cor. 15) and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And we believe one holy catholic(universal) and apostolic Church. (built on the prophets and the apostles )We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Kay: 

The Nicene Creed ‘: Read rather than recited this creed? WE often do not know what we are reading.  The creed came out of controversy by a man named Arias. A shepherd of the church and he came into conflict with his Bishop Alexander .It was in the days of Constantine.  This battle threatened Constantine’s kingdom. He was the Roman Emperor. This Alexander was very influential. And what Arias was teaching went against him so this counsel convened at Nicaea
What he said: The Son (of God) has a beginning but GOD has no beginning so therefore Jesus is not God for He (Jesus) has a beginning. 

This was serious. This was controversy for the church.  Arias were saying that Jesus is not God and what if they /the church believed it. They did not understand what Jesus said...

John 8:24 ‘Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 
Ego Emi ---the I AM /The Memorial Name for all generations
Exodus 3:13-15 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?”  14God said to Moses, “£I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, £“Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  15God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations.  
They did not know, understand, or apply that Scripture. So what they did was try to understand with their own reasoning. 

Jesus was born of a virgin therefore he was not eternal and not God. He had a beginning but God the Father did not have a beginning.

Now the thing that was so bad was that Arias was great at pubic relations. He got it to the masses and he wrote jingles. He wrote a song saying that Jesus was not God. EVEN after the Nicene Creed was done that jingle still came up. This came at a very crucial time in the history of the church. There were wars and battles by people that professed to know the LORD Jesus Christ such as the East and West Orthodox church, the way fingers were held at baptisms, where the greeting was not proper… etc. St. Bartholomew Day Massacre began an unleashed war toward protestants who protested against the church – the sin and iniquity in the church. The church was keeping the common man from knowing the Word of God. They protested. This was in the time of the Reformation… France… Calvin fled to Switzerland.   The explosion…some 3000 Huguenots (French protestants) were killed and perhaps another 8000 in provincial cities. St. Bartholomew Day Massacre….ended this time   1572 AD. 

(From the 16th to the 18th century the name Huguenot was applied to a member of the Protestant Reformed Church of France, historically known as the French Calvinists.)
They wanted to restructure the ritual and the ecclesiastical   institution to teach the essentials of the Christian faith and doctrine and to nurture proper conduct. What was happening affected every day behavior and lifestyle. 

The 2nd portion of Ephesians is about our lifestyle in holiness and truth. What they did was that the reformed churches labored to teach Christianity through reformed services          and catechisms’.  Many of these people could not read. These churches had a confiscatory that was a supervisory body that depending on the size of the congregation had a number of pastors, elders, and deacons in order to watch over the church so that they would be responsible. They were men. They were controlling. They were believers that were still catholic and some protestant and in study of church through history they killed each other.
Book… Church History by Bruce L Shelley 

(Pope) Gregory was a good pope but he did not want to be a pope. He wanted to worship God and have some peace. He was a good administrator and leader. This is the time of the plague.  HE was a man of God.  In his principles of pastoral rules he  wrote: He who by necessity of his position is required to speak the highest things is compelled by the same necessity to exemplify the hightest.    Be in the position.. life must measure up. He called himself….the servant of the servants of God. His passion was that those people would know the Word of God. The Scriptures.
Ephesians 4:3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
Take the church of Jesus Christ and teach the Scriptures and grow them up in the Lord that they preserve the unity of the Spirit until…they come to the unity of the faith.
WE have to hold to the basic 7 things we studied last week, Hold to them for unity until we all come to the same faith. .There are many blood baths in this process for the faith. WHY?  in those who profess one Catholic and apostolic church? Why?

Kay believes it is because they have not grown up. They did not know truth.
What we find as key phrases are:

· preserve the unity of the Spirit

· until we all … to the unity of the faith
Ephesians 4:3 3being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
Ephesians 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
How do we go from the preserved unity of the Spirit to the unity of the Faith?

WHAT happens?   Unity in Christ… 7 “ones”

Ephesians 4:1-6 1Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;  5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

1. One Body

2. One spirit

3. One hope of calling

4. One Lord

5. One Faith

6. One Baptism

7. One God and Father
 In the midst of the unity of the spirit there is diversity. The Holy Spirit unites us into one body but also who designates our individuality. 

1 Corinthian 12 says……
Ephesians 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;  5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

· The Nicene Creed defined who the one LORD is

· The ONE LORD is GOD and God the Father
Ephesians 4:5-7 ( NASB ) 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. (The Diversity) 7But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  
· Singling out

· Individuality

· Grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
HE says yes we are part of the body, but He has given measure each of us a different gift.

EACH one…..an individual gift... Spiritual gift


1 Peter 4:10-11 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  11Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
· Speak- speak the WORD
· Serve by the strength of GOD

· IN ALL Things… God is glorified…. In JESUS 

· Each one use the one or more gifts/Given by the measure of God’s grace

· He uses the illustration of parts of the body/WE are different members

Ephesians 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.                           
Kay discovered Spiritual Gifts while teaching ROMANS
 Romans 12:3-6 3For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.  4For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  6Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 
Ephesians 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s

Romans 12:6-7 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;  7if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 

· exercise them accordingly – the faith given

· If you are a teacher then stay in that gift/ a servant stay so / a whatever stay in that gift
· Do not be just busy to a source of pride. 

· Be loyal to God regardless of what the church demands?

Kay tried to excel in witnessing in her early days as a single Mother. She one day signaled to a friend she got 3 that day …and she was worn out.
Pressure changes/RELEASE 

REALM of GIFT- we need to know and understand our gift (s)
Inductive Study started on Gifts.. Systematic Theology books and the one Body LIFE by Ray Steadman  
Means you and me operating  according to the gift given to each of us and growing in and being used of God as He appoints.
Should every Sunday school teacher have  the  gift of teaching ? Absolutely 
Kay Called RAY Stedman.

· She wanted to know if a woman could have the gift of teaching.
· She told him how she did and the views and why she believed etc.. HE said “Go for it Sweetheart”

· Became good friends

· Know the gift and growing up for the health of the body.

· That way we do not hurt but aid one another


Ephesians 4:7-8  7But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  8Therefore it says,  “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, And He gave gifts to men.”
He is saying

· Basic truth that Jesus taught that the Spirit cannot come until Christ left.

· The Holy Spirit indwells and we are baptized/united with the Spirit then we are placed into the body.


1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.  
1 Corinthians 12:4-6 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  6There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 

· Not to be ignorant
· Varieties of gifts –same Spirit
· Varieties of ministries – same Lord

· Varieties of Effects Same God and Father 

· Take all the gifts… 19-21 mentioned in the WORD of God. Debate on some of them
· IT is the same Spirit

· Varieties of Ministries.

Effects

· You teach and 2 get saved
· Someone else – no saved.
· The Spirit/ God controls 
· Gift from Spirit

· Ministry from the Lord

· Effect from God.

· WE are just the vehicle.

· Operate in the measure of what GOD has given each of us.

The Body of Jesus Christ 
1 Corinthians 12:7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
1 Corinthians 12:18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 
· Common good of the body

· EACH placed… as HE desired

Ephesians 1:4-5 just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  
Ephesians 1:9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 

· Jesus Died

· He ascended into Heaven
· He sent the Holy Spirit
· The Spirit baptized us into the Body of Jesus Christ

1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Think of baptizing as identification/ in the body -   not water.    
W/S  Baptism –GK- bapto/baptizo

· Identification

· A pickle in the brine… dipped or left in to take on the characteristics 
· WE are part of the body with the unity of Spirit yet there is diversity. The Spirit placed us in the body

· Jesus Ascended…                                                                                                                             
Ephesians 4:8 Therefore it says,  “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives,And He gave gifts to men.”
· The Spoils of war are given to men

· David gave after the Philistines to others

· Jesus Conquered death


Ephesians 4:9-10 Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?  10He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 

Kay believes: Jesus went into the lower parts of the earth/hell

                     He conquered death and HADES.

                     HE made it possible for us to be part of the body

HE has a body.

WHAT is the church and what is the body?


Ephesians 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 

Pastors AND (Greek -Kai) teachers

· This hooks the two together

· Kay believes one office
· Concentrate now on the body
· Unity of the faith.. gives gifted men to the body of Jesus Christ so that you and I can grow up into the measure of a man or woman of God. WE have come to know God but there is a lot to learn of Him
·  Definition of the church has to happen 



     Ephesians 4:7-11But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.   

            8Therefore it says,  “When He ascended on high,He led captive a host of captives, And He 
              gave gifts to men.”
9(Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?  10He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)  11And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  8For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;  9to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  10and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  11But o
HE and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
· Jesus ascended
· He sent the Holy Spirit

· The church was given

· Kay believes 4 gifted type of men are given to the church

	Apostles

apostles Strongs G652  ἀπόστολος apostolos; gen. apostolou, masc. noun from apostellō (G649), to send

	Prophets

prophets Strongs G4396. προφήτης prophētēs; gen. prophētou, masc. noun from prophēmi (n.f.), to tell beforehand, which is from pro (G4253), before or forth, and phēmi (G5346), to tell.


	Evangelists

evangelists Strongs G2099. εὐαγγελιστής euaggelistē 
gen. euaggelistou, masc. noun from eauggelizō (G2097), to evangelize. Evangelist, one who declares the good news
	Pastor/Teachers

pastors Strongs  G4166 ποιμήν poimēn; gen. poimenos, masc. noun. Shepherd, one who generally cares for flocks.
(I) Particularly (Matt. 9:36, “sheep having no shepherd”
(II) Metaphorically of Jesus as the Great Shepherd who watches over and provides for the welfare of the Church, His flock 
teachers Strongs G1320  διδάσκαλος didaskalos; gen. didaskalou, masc. noun from didaskō (G1321), to teach. Instructor, master, teacher.


REASON:

Ephesians 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
· For the ministry/Equipping for the work of ministry
· Watch and Listen… then walk

· In the early church the hierarchy began to rule.. As in the Catholic church -as the holy father 

· Ex-cathedral (?sp) means  for God means it is equal with the Word of God . He speaks for God and anything he decrees is then equal with the Word of God. EG the dogmas.
   1 . Immaculate Conception – That Mary was  conceived immaculately as Jesus etc

God intended instead of a rule of going, reciting, and doing penance – the right things to keep you out of Purgatory. That ritual was what the rebellion was about.. we are members of his body  WE need to know the truth.

AT one time talking the WORDS into English you were put to death.. this was not proper

These are the ones going out with the message and establishing the truth. They are church planters
Apostles.. etc Study the Gifts Course

To equip then they do not need to evangelize.. that is done

The Evangelist tells how to lead people to Christ

The Prophet. Has the message for today

Jesus was the shepherd and pastor. Kay’s pastor is John Meder.
WATCH:
Ephesians 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
Pastors need to

· Equip

· Help find ways to use your gifts
· Active usage of the saints to the body. PRECEPT does that

· REASON: Build up the body

Ephesians 4:13  13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
· Knowledge of God is critical

· Controversy.. A Mature man to one who does not know
· ARE YOU MATURE
· Growing 
1 Peter 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 
RENEW your mind

1 Corinthians 3:1-2  1And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.  2I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,  

· They were not grown up

· Paul was using his gift

1 Corinthians 3:2-3 

2I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 
3for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 

History shows religion and politics together. Religion governed politics

SADLY
Hebrews 5:12-14 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  13For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
· Milk to meat back to milk.
· Mature- study

· Mature- trained helps to discern good from evil
Grow up- used the given gift to the measure given


Ephesians 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 

· Fads in Christianity

· Plots and themes to get $
Craftiness
G2940. κυβεία kubeia; gen. kubeias, fem. noun from kubos (n.f.), dice. A playing at dice (Eph. 4:14) implying trickery, fraud.
Syn.: apatē (G539), deceit or deceitfulness; dolos (G1388), craftiness; pseudos (G5579), a lie; panourgia (G3834), craftiness; planē (G4106), deceit, wandering.
Ant.: alētheia (G225), truth; eilikrineia (G1505), sincerity, purity.
· Craftiness is like shooting craps with the devil / the dice are loaded against you
· Roman dice term.

GOD gave these people groups to equip us / that we grow up/ be mature/speak the truth in love

ZEALOLUS for truth is not always done in love. PROOF it in love . OF all the reformers Calvin and others ,,, you have heard of Faral.. who persuaded But what about Barrett? He is more balanced than Knotts (sp?) was. He used him
1. He had a good reputation

2. He lost 2 wives and children yet he stood form

3. personality and pastoral heart endeared

4. Piety

5. Biblically based ministry /Not dogmatic to controversy

6. Convicted by GOD or no interaction to defend the faith

7. KNÖWN as a man persecuted/Said never to be the  persecutor


Ephesians 4:15-16 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,  16from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
· The body is as strong as the single members
· It is as effective as doing what you were called to do.
· Each part operates properly then it is fitted together in one powerful entity.. The CHURCH of Jesus Christ for the glory of the head JESUS CHRIST. Know and live truth in love,

· Then this cannot be stopped. Today there is no excuse in the USA for anyone to be ignorant of the WORD of GOD.

· Know our own calling and works. Do them

· MAKE Biblical History- be men and women of GOD -Not tossed… 

ARISE OH CHURCH Arise and be what you are to be….
My Drawing
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MUSIC

The Church's One Foundation 
1.
The church's one foundation  is Jesus Christ her Lord;  she is his new creation  by water and the Word. 


From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride; with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 

2.
Elect from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth; her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth; 


one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued. 

3.
Though with a scornful wonder we see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 


yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, "How long?" And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of 
                   song. 

4.
Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;, with the vision  

                 glorious, longing eyes are blest, and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

5.
Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One, and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 


O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

Church Triumphant- Charles Wesley
Head of Thy Church triumphant ,We joyfully adore Thee; Till Thou appear, Thy members here Shall sing like those in glory.
We lift our hearts and voices With blest anticipation, And cry aloud, and give to God The praise of our salvation.

While in affliction's furnace, And passing through the fire, Thy love we praise, which knows our days,
And ever brings us higher. We clap our hands exulting
In Thine almighty favor; The love divine which made us Thine Shall keep us Thine for ever.

Thou dost conduct Thy people  Through torrents of temptation, Nor will we fear, while Thou art near,
The fire of tribulation. The world with sin and Satan
In vain our march opposes, Through Thee we shall break through them all, And sing the song of Moses.

By faith we see the glory To which Thou shalt restore us, The cross despise for that high prize Which Thou hast set before us. And if Thou count us worthy, We each, as dying Stephen, Shall see Thee stand at God's right hand, To take us up to Heaven.
PAGE  
11
C:\Documents and Settings\Candace Kalafus\Desktop\Ephesians\Precept_Ephesians_Lecture_07_Kay.doc

