Ephesians: The Church Rooted In Love Walking In Power – GROW UP- Pete  Time:48:45


The article:  Brain waves drive man's bionic arm
http://www.cnn.com/2003/HEALTH/09/25/bionic.arm/
Thursday, September 25, 2003 Posted: 1:27 PM EDT (1727 GMT)
(CNN) -- A man who lost both of his arms in an accident is getting some high-tech help with an innovative artificial limb that controls movements by thought. 

Pete- watching TV news program: Man lost the arm. Doctors and engineers made an electro- mechanical arm.. he thought movement due to the nerves to the electrodes. It was the notion of how it would illustrate the function of the body of Christ. Because if one part is cut off then the body can no longer function, to do as it was created to do. But the ability to still function even with a part missing means that it is still attached to the head. The arm of this man through the electrodes. And the nerves were attached to his brain.. the head. The defect had a rebuilding of a pathway with the use of this electro mechanical arm

WE are all members of the body. Transition from verse 6 is to verse 7 and the word BUT. Stop and look to see what was for and after… the contrast - This but that

Ephesians 4:1-6 1Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;  5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 
Ephesians 4:7-16But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  8Therefore it says,  “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives,
    And He gave gifts to men.”
9(Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?  10He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)  11And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  14As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  15but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,  16from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

WE talked about the walk worthy- REVIEW

Verse 2 describes the walk
             
Ephesians 4:1-2 1Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,               
The 7’s       
1. One Body

2. One spirit

3. One hope of calling

4. One Lord

5. One Faith

6. One Baptism

7. One God and Father

Then v/s 7 but……… we have been talking about one and unity

CONTRAST

Grace is 

· many 

· and different

· Eye one function leg one function

· Ear one function etc.

· Members have different functions

   Ephesians 4:7-10 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  8Therefore it says,  “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives,
    And He gave gifts to men.”
9(Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?  10He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)  
Hold verses 9-10 from the digression for a minute

GIFTING  Ephesians 4:11-1311And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  
Unity of the Spirit

· Main until we attain to the unity of the faith

· Different members with different gifts in one body

· Unity in the body was to be a reflection of the unity in the GODHEAD/Father-Sun- Spirit

· Godhead…3 ports are all involved in the creation for instance

Ephesians 3:9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things;  
Colossians 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
The Spirit
Genesis 1:2The earth was £formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was £moving over the surface of the waters.  
Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
· 3 distinct parts /persons of the Trinity – all the same in regards to Creation
· Three distinct parts also –functions

· Son- from Father to be man and die on the cross and return to sit at the right hand of the Father
John 17:22 “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 
· Jesus sent us a helper of the Same kind the Spirit.
· If we as church are a reflection of the Godhead then we are also in that we are individual parts in that one body also. It is interesting
· That the WORLD may know that they are ONE yet THEY are three
· Dual purpose. Man made in God’s image to reflect  God  - to be the light that they can see and glorify God.
WHAT is   that he gave? Spiritual gifts.. . classic passage
Chapters 12 through 14 addresses these gifts.

Pup Spiritual GIFTS or Corinthians


1 Corinthians 12:1 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware. 

1 Corinthians 12:2-3You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however you were led.  3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
1 Corinthians 12:4-6Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  6There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.  
1 Corinthians 12:7-But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
· Same teaching on these concepts
· Two different recipients etc

· One – unity- same – but……… Parallels Ephesians

Giftings
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;  9to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  10and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 
 11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

Romans 12:4-8 4For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  6Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;  7if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;  8or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with £liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
· Same teaching

· ONE body

· Many members

· Many functions due to gifts

· GRACE Gave

· Each use accordingly

1 Peter 4:10-11 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  11Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
THESE are the 4 essential – basic passages on Spiritual Gifts
· Ephesians

· 1 Peter

· Romans

· 1 Corinthians

Ephesians 4:11-12 ( NASB ) 11And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
· 19 -21 Gifts

·  Not exhaustive list

Each part of the human body  has a job to do… 

Pete says he does not think that every single person have every single gift
Determine on your own. Analogy is the human body
Pete says he cannot walk on his hands or open doorknobs with his feet

Betsy Bird- Balloon eyeball -If we were all one big eyeball we would not be able to hear
                                         If we could all  just hear then no one could see

· Common sense. Together we make a complete body

	· Connected to the HEAD has to be.
·  REMAIN fastened to the head- JESUS CHRIST our Lord



Philippians 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 
· The mind sent the directions

· In rehab we have to think to make things move

· John Wayne- a character Spade Weed (‘40’s) A halo etc….Chief Petty Officer would not let him give up. Think about your toe… say it… do it. Eventually did
· The MIND of CHRIST tells us what the body out to be as onto the Lord
Exercise our gifts to better develop them
Use or atrophy / Weight lifting is needed to maintain bone mass


Ephesians 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
REASON

Ephesians 4:12 ( NASB ) 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
· Arnold Schwarzenegger  
· Jack La Lane
· Works of service
· Equipped is to do the work of service to build up the body of Christ
· What is the purpose of the appendix? BE the best one you can be / or it gets painful and can injure you. Ruptured appendix etc…..
Time phrase “until”
Ephesians 4:12-14 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  14As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 
Unity of the Spirit

Ephesians 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  
Ephesians 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

· the measure of the stature that belongs to the fullness of Christ
· Means Christ likeness/ We are not fully Christ like

· WE are growing
Ephesians 4:14-15 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  15but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 
Unity of the faith

· Growing up  from children as mature Christians – in respect to the faith
WHAT does Maturity look like?

Ephesians 4:14 -As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 
Immature

· Children 

· Tossed about

· If in the body and this fits you are a child in the faith

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 1And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.  2I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,  3for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 
· Strife
· Jealousy

· Infant
· 
Ephesians 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 

Hebrews 5:12-14 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  13For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
· Should be mature

· Needs milk still 

· Solid food for mature

· Practice trains the senses

· Infants cannot discern good and evil /babies… looks to have regressed


Hebrews 6:1-2 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,  2of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 
· Move on

· Think about in our own church ; who are infants?  Some do not want to know anymore. They like the bottle. Christians do get stuck here. They are like a five year old with a bottle.

· Tactics of potty training… be a big boy or girl like ‘so and so”
· Pete’s daughter – potty training. Germany friends.. played spades. Daughter wanted as 
 older friend Shannon…. Big girl pants . Magic how fast she trained since it was pre-disposable diapers.
· WE have many in the church still on the bottle and in diapers
· BE what you are intended to be
Body analogy

Five year old…. Twenty-five year old

Capabilities

· Height

· Speed
· Size
Spiritual growth and some twenty-five year olds are not as mature mentally as physically
Job 1:21 He said,   “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there.
    The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.”
Hence
Ephesians 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 

1 Peter 2:1-2 1Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,  2like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 
· Previously it was a bad thing to want milk

· Here what you need to grow is milk……..then eventually solid food.
· Longing….. newborn has to have milk. 
· Believing is a babe…….then we grown to solid food
Ephesians 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
Analogy
· Jesus being the gold metal winner in all sports winter or summer Olympic sports
· He would be the standard we should press on for.
· Know the names of the Bible

· Know where to find the text. Do the Bible in 90 days… support everyone else,
     WE loose some in Chronicles and Numbers. Older Gentleman…wanted to go knock on  

      some doors… couple of pages stuck together. WE have examples of “them”

The scary part is that there is someone behind you watching you. This should spur you on to maturity. Exhibit the fruit of the Spirit. /Ephesians 4… know and show what you have learned. Tolerance in love…..


Ephesians 4:15-16 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,  16from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
· WE need to love one another
Luke 10:27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”  
John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
· Love one another in the body
· Use the traits we are given

· WE are not to be frustrated for someone else has other gifting than we do. Maybe we are a kneecap or a heel or the 5th vertebra
· Be more like Christ- function but grow in maturity together

· Say we never use our right arm: atrophy sets in and the arm is useless.
        WE cam become malformed/deformed

WHAT TO DO

· Recognize we are one

     Eph 4:4-6  4There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope 
of your calling;  5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6one God and Father of all who is 
over all and through all and in all.
Remember the ones

The 7’s       
1. One Body

2. One spirit

3. One hope of calling

4. One Lord

5. One Faith

6. One Baptism

7. One God and Father

Maintain the Spirit in 
· Humility

· Gentleness

· Patience 

· Tolerance

AS each of us are given a gift we are to grown until we gain the maturity of the faith.. fully mature, this means then that we have unity in faith.
· that maturity may also happen in heaven where we get rid of the flesh
· Flesh wars against the maturity

· WE are to exercise

The kids in the am.. checking for Jesus… PRESS on no matter what it takes to be mature

The Hoyt Team of father and wheelchair bound son Rick….

http://www.teamhoyt.com/vega.shtml
       1980 by a 40-year-old man from Holland, Mass., asking to enter the Boston Marathon as the "arms and legs" for his wheelchair-bound son, Rick, who had been born with cerebral palsy,
· Rubber raft

· The bike
· The pushed in wheelchair for the run.. this Triathlon
Application
· He had the goal in mind

· We need to be that dedicated to be Spiritually mature for the sake of God’s Son. We would be Olympic champions… for LOVE of SON

· If we would do that church the world would marvel at us
· 2006  Olympics Motto.. passion lives here
PRAYER:

Infant proceeds child


Child


Not mature adult
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