Precept Ephesians   The Church: Rooted In Love Walking In Power, Walking In Love
   Time 48:25


If it walks like a duck and quacks like a duck is it a duck? Can we ask Gentiles to walk differently than who they were? They are different so he addresses them as who they are now.
Formally walked –

 Ephesians 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
· They have believed the Gospel message 

· They have changed

Manner of walk does identify whose family they are in . 
The kingdom of darkness of Satan or are the transferred?


Ephesians 2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands

· Gentiles in the flesh… nations / not Israel/ Called uncircumcision
· Jews circumcised on the 8th day. This kept the Covenant/Law. They knew they were the chosen people. 
· Israel/ His Name
Before they were

Ephesians 2:12 12remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
Ephesians 2:2 the walk … course of life

· Name (H) Goyim…
·  “The nations” This is not Israel by the flesh


Ephesians 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

Ephesians 2:13-15 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  14For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,  15by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 
· The 2 – Jew and Gentile in the flesh … to one new man

Ephesians 4:17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  - not changed/former manner of life

Redeemed from the death lifestyle

· Past still there

· God does not look at it

· Change has occurred – on new man

· Para dyne change


Ephesians 4:17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 

Ephesians 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  
Ephesians 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
Romans tells of wrath of God toward Gentiles before they were changed
            Tells The reaction of man rejecting God.. Result

Romans 1:18-20 or the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19because that 
which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  
20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, 
so that they are without excuse. 
Creation itself tells mankind there is God

Debate rages over rather Intelligent design  should be taught in the schools. It implies there is a creator
· Is creation an accident

· Look at the complexity of life how could it be random chance

· Intelligent design says.. ? something started “charged” to begin

       Genesis 1:1 in the beginning


Romans 1:21-22 For even though they knew God, they did not £honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
1 Corinthians 1-2 and the wisdom of the wise v/s Godly wisdom

Wise become fools

1 Corinthians 1:18-27 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  19For it is written, 

    “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,And the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.”
20Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  22For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  23but we preach £Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
26For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  27but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  
· What we say is wisdom and what the world says is wisdom is diametrically opposed
· They disagree/ foolishness v/s wisdom

· What they did - Romans 1:23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and £crawling creatures.
That is the story if Israel . If you have been studying Prophecies or from Exodus they all the way through exchanged the Glory of God for an image. They had the tabernacle and the glory over it and they carved a piece of wood with their own hands from wood they would use for a fire and the preferred that. They knew that this was not God for they knew they created it
Nations – where animals are gods etc. Sacred cows etc…. in India. A god if you will . Whatever god…Man looks to anything except what creation points to. 

The result- Romans 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 
Paul in Ephesians was talking about impurity.


Ephesians 4:19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

· Gentles in the flesh are like Romans 1 peoples.
· Thy exchanged the glory of God for these images therefore God……Romans 1:24 _(See above)
We have seen the Scriptures on the body being a temple for the Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 6:15-20 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be!  16Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh.”  17But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  18Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  20For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
· Why would be join the body to a harlot
· These sexual things are sins against our own body

· WE are not to damage a member of the body of Christ

· The Gentiles have not recognized this… so they carry on inappropriate


Romans 1:25 ( NASB ) 25For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
· Jesus is truth

· Truth is important

· Ephesians 4:21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,  
· Ephesians 4:24-25 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 25Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  
· Truthing love
· Romans says they exchanged the truth for a lie. Satan is the father of lies and these people are in his domain   John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
· Their hearts are dark 
Ephesians 4:18-19 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;  19and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 
· Excluded by hardness of heart

· Calloused – we get them on heels…hardening of the skin where the nerve endings are not there anymore and so they do not feel.  They served the creature rather than the creator
· Romans 1:28-31 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,  29being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips,  30slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,  31without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;   Words of what we are not to do.

Ephesians 4:31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 
Romans is a good picture for us to understand for they/man  rejected God 
They turned away from Him and looked for a solution for themselves

 Pete’s take on Psychology

Notion  Freudian … is that they are trying to deal with human nature without God “ Why do you feel?” God is never mentioned all things are about upbringing, or trauma etc. and that is why you feel as you do. There are Christian psychologists but for the most part they try to accomplish things without God. 
The banishment of Christianity really started after World War II;up until about WW 2it was normal to talk about Christian faith. Pete says he is old enough to remember going back to school and being told he had to relearn the Pledge of Allegiance as there was a new phrase in it “one nation under God” that was added. They saw the erosion in the country brought about by WW 2 and this was to help sure things up. We declare this in the oath and it was not then challenged. Today it is. People would like to banish the whole nation of God from the forum.
ABC- NBC- CBS – Television empires… Columbia Broadcasting System etc…they all decided they would no longer allow Christians any air time. The Nation  Association of Evangelicals   formed the NRB to be the lobbying body to attack this banishment  of Christianity . You can not buy airtime. It began a long time ago about 50 years. As in Romans even though they knew God they rejected God.
God gives them over to the degrading passions.. since the beginning.

Believers have changed…..


Ephesians 4:19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 
Redeemed 
Transferred into light no longer under the power of the Price of the Power of the Air

Paul to Agrippa- about giving the Gospel

Acts 26:18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’
Again this sounds like Ephesians -One new man but also”
Ephesians 3:6 be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 
· Fellow citizens with the saints

· Fellow heirs

· Fellow members of the body

· Fellow partakers of the body

· WE Gentiles who believed have been moved from one place to another
Under SATAN
Ephesians 5:3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 
· Were Romans 1 person

· In Gods… do not be a duck anymore. BE a swan not an ugly duckling. 

· Martin Luther symbol was  a SWAN

· John  Hus- Burned at the stake. Said -from the ashes of this old goose will rise a swan.
       He has started something by standing on truth and the WORD and here comes Martin 
Luther.
Ephesians 5:4-6 4and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.  5For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.  
Romans 1 said the same thing…..

WRATH gets poured out on those still in the duck pond. They have got to move to be a swan

BECOME different-the GOSPEL and faith to believe

1 Corinthians 6 in homework – common theme


1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor £effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  11Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
· Washed and swanafied

· GET the picture… beautiful and clean

· Those left on the pond are in darkness

LAST of lesson talked of Light DARKNESS and LIGHT



Ephesians 5:7-14 Therefore do not be partakers with them;  8for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light  9(for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth),  10trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  11Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;  12for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.  13But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.  14For this reason it says,   “Awake, sleeper,  And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you.”
· Technically we cannot do this… turn lights off

· Sit in the dark to see the difference/Total darkness- and you might try to get from point A to B. WE stumble in the dark/WE cannot see/Give a sliver of light- a night light gives a glimmer.. turn on more and see more.
· Motion detector lights/outside lights etc
Former manner of life is done way with. Cross References

John 1:1-8 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  4In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not £comprehend it. 

6There £came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  8He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.
· Ephesians – God will shine on you
· True light is Jesus


John 3:19 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 


John 3:20 “For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 
· Jesus is completely sinless

· Totally Holy

· He shows us He is completely obedient to the Father.

· None of us can match up – so He, Jesus as Light exposes….sin
· The LAW was to show sin. HE shows I even more

· John 3:21 “But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”
Paul’s letter to the Colossians: (35:32 min )
Colossians 1:12-13 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. 13For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  

2 Corinthians 6:1414Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 

1 John 1:5-7 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  6If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;  7but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
· The list goes on

Israel was to be a light for the nations :
Isaiah 42:6    I, the Lord, have called You in righteousness,   And will hold Your hand;
    I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people,  As a light to the Gentiles,
· I have called you

· will hold you by the hand

· Light to the nations… Gentiles
Isaiah 49:6 -Indeed He says,   ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant
    To raise up the tribes of Jacob,  And to restore the preserved ones of Israel;
    I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles,  That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’”
· Jesus- Messiah a light to the nations


Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine;  For your light has come!  And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people;
    But the Lord will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.
3   The Gentiles shall come to your light,   And kings to the brightness of your rising.
· Nations to come.. Gentiles

· Kings to come

· They come out of the duck pond

· Not to Israel but into the “ ONE NEW MAN”

Now all Israel Accepted Messiah
NEW TESTAMENT


1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
· Old Testament was Israel

· OT-before Jesus in the flesh Israel was to be light

· Now we have Jews and Gentiles/the Church is light in the darkness

Matthew 5:16- Our Job

Matthew 5:16 1Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
· Maybe we need to turn again and shed more light

· When Jesus leaves the Church becomes the light
Middle of chapter 4 there was a behavior we were to participate in.

Put off the old self or old man
We were crucified with Christ.. put it away
Put on- put on new clothing

When God sees us as the new man he does not see the old man in the duck pond. He sees us in the righteousness of Christ.

We are a new creature. A SWAN

That dictates our behavior.

SWANS trumpet… Ducks quack

SWAWNS trumpet the good news

The exhortation

Do not give the devil opportunity
Ephesians 4:26 “Be angry, and do not sin”:£ do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 
Ephesians 4:27 nor give place to the devil. 
Swans- trumpet/Swim gracefully/until we get….
· put away anger etc.. 

· Satan sees the opportunity

· Do not be a swan and quack like a duck and confuse the world
· We are Gentiles in the one new man

· WE have to shine the light….

WHAT do we do?
How do we present to the world?
Do we look different than a duck?

REFUSE/to delay/To tell the truth and that GOD will accept if we/Lay aside falsehood/Labor


Ephesians 4:25-29Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,”£ for we are members of one another.  26“Be angry, and do not sin”:£ do not let the sun go down on your wrath,  27nor give place to the devil.  28Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need.  29Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 

This is a challenge
There is some grumbling in all of us

Nothing goes perfectly

Challenge each other and challenge ourselves

Swim like a swan…..

PRAYER :

 Phil Keaggy - Arise Shine 
Arise, shine for your light has come,
Arise, shine for your light has come.
And the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you,
And the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

Arise, shine for your light has come
Arise, shine for your light has come.
And the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you,
And the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

For darkness has covered the earth,
And darkness has covered the people.
But the Lord will rise upon you,
For the Lord has risen upon you,
And you shall wear His Glory,
And you shall bear His Light.

Arise, shine for your light has come,
Arise, shine for your light has come.
And the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you,
And the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
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