Precept Ephesians- The church: rooted in Love, Walking in Power

 Christianity- A Matter of New Relationships, Of Victory   Time:5724


Christianity is to change the dynamics of your relationship or something is terribly terribly  wrong. Go back to the washing of the WORD. Let it cleanse you that you will be all that HE wants you to be. Remember He is coming with His rewards

Revelation 22:12  “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 
Deeds follow doctrine. You do not want to be ashamed and draw back when He comes.


Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  
Ephesians 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  
Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
Ephesians establishes with opening the relationship of the Trinity to ourselves.

~~New relationship is to the Father- Son- Holy Spirit~~~

· Ephesians 1:5- adopted as His child/Father
· Ephesians 1:4 -Positioned in Christ
· Ephesians 1:13-14- Sealed with the Holy Spirit of Promise.

Relationship to the Prince of the power of the air changes

· We were there formerly  sons of disobedience

· But we are there  no longer as we are in Christ. 
· WE are now above him(Satan)

Ephesians 1:19-2:6 19and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  20which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  22And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

1And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together £with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  

· Eph. 1:21-In the heavenly places  

· Eph.1:22- Jesus over all

Ephesians 2:2. 4-6- Former walk
· WE are no longer isolated/strangers but we are integrated

Ephesians 2:12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
· No longer excluded

· No longer separate

· No longer a stranger

· No longer  aliens
Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, 
Now
· Citizens of the household of GOD
· We are now part of the dwelling of God in the Spirit
· WE are part of His household. We are never alone
Christianity is about relationship.

· Once you step on by the kind intention of His will

· Now known as the Bride of Christ

· This is for all eternity we will be known as the Church of Jesus Christ

· Now life is unity/community - no longer individuality

· The use of Spiritual gifts etc- effects the body


Ephesians 2:19-21 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household,  20having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 
· Constant change/built up
· New members constantly/Added to

· A growing building. SEEN 

· ADDED and built on the cornerstone


Ephesians 2:19-21  19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household,  20having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 


Ephesians 2:20-22 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  22in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

· Unity of association

· Growing up also has to happen/building up of one another in love
A growing building
Ephesians 4:3-6 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;  5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.


Ephesians 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 

· each is responsible to build on/up the body

· Share the Gospel –Good News with the lost sheep / That they hear the shepherd and gain eternal life

· You grown up use your gifts for the ministry/for the good of the whole not for personal gain
1. Body building part of life

2. Body life also

The NEW TESTAMENT opens with the GOSPEL- the Good NEWS of Christ

Christ/Messiah/Son of God
· Came born of a virgin

· Preached the good news

· Suffered 

· Died

· Buried

· Resurrected

· Ascended

· And the Gift goes on………..


Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
Hebrews 9:22 And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

- Spotless lamb

That is The synoptic gospels.. Matthew –Mark-Luke- John all show different aspects

The last one being John


John 4:42 and they were saying to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.” 


John 8:24 ‘Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”  

· This says that Jesus is God

· Believe of die in sins
Acts- the church into the world to body build

2 Corinthians 5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

Stone after stone 
Then one day the Body of Jesus Christ is complete

· You will hear the trumpet Call

· From EAST to West Lightening..
· Jesus Christ comes
· He establishes His kingdom
Romans all the way to 1=3 John and Jude to Revelation we have body life

The Epistles say-

· This is the truth

· Live in the light of it
· How to live/behave
Kay says: USA_CHURCH- a greater portion of it is only mentally and design wise involved in body building and they have forgotten body life.

· Get the Word into believers

· Believers can build the body
· The church then grows up
Ephesians 4:15-16 speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,  16from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
· Bring people to Christ

· But grow up to be properly working/Live out the Life of Christ in us
· That makes the church strong to operate
· Be about Father’s business.. walk not as about Gentiles
· Kay says we do problematic teaching/about me teaching but not the whole counsel of GOD
Growth has to happen… Live in truth

Relationship walking



Ephesians 4:17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 
How


LOVE Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;  2and walk in love, just as Christ also loved £you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

LIGHT Ephesians 5:8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light 

WALK as a WISE Man/Woman Ephesians 5:15-17 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,  16making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  17So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
Make the most of your time

KNOW the days are Evil

· Introduce people to Christ
· Gift 
1 Peter 4:10-11 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  11Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
· Nurture /help the body
· What do I do with the TV/chat rooms/Computers etc…Is this helping?
Does what is being done on the computer go with who you are
Christianity is about relationship

· No man is an island

· Be united to Father /Son/Spirit.. each other
Life is not random

God saved us when He wanted to/ He knows when we are to die

There is no retirement in time of war/Retire.. 


Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Redeem the time

Command- Do you know the will of God? The Bible tells… Do you open it?


Ephesians 5:17 (So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

Life out of control

· Affects the whole

· This is a command

· BE filled with the Holy Spirit


Ephesians 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 

· Natural

· Who you are

· Not to beg for

· Allow Him to fill or not. WE choose

· The Spirit or flesh controls


Galatians 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  
Galatians 5:25-26 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  26Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

· Not boastful
· Why- part of body

· Relationship

Flesh/Spirit contrast

Walk in the SPIRIT is to be filled with the Spirit

Are you wise?

The old style attic door where the string can pull that door down.. Keep hanging onto the string and let the Spirit fill all the way down.
This is like a hose with the water on full blast… do not kink the hose

Ephesians 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 

How do I live as a filled Spirit person? It is clear

The participles are there.. present and a continuous action.


Ephesians 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 
Ephesians 5:20-21 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;  21and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

· Songs

· Hymns
· Spiritual songs…spiritual truth
· Always give thanks
· And were being subject to one anther in the fear of Christ
· There is exchange between the parts…

· Give thanks to the Lord


Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

· Forever

Subject to you  Eph 5:21
Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
There is a responsibility of the church

· Pastor

· Elder

· Congregation

· WE are to be subject to each other or there is something very wrong

· Christianity changes relationships… not individual/controlled by HS/Hand on attic door/Filled/ used of God/Redeemed the time/conducting self properly/come when summoned to help- care for

Kay and Dorie...close friends… 
Set aside your plans or bring another into it for this is the life to be in the body of Christ

· Exercise your gifts
· There are times that we do have to shut the door to do our jobs…

Speaking/singing….


Ephesians 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 
Early church put the Psalms to music…Then Sings My Soul… Robert J. Morgan (150 of the world’s greatest hymn stories)
Hymnody…Sing the songs

Thomas ….… wanted boys to focus on God am and pm… Morning hymn- 13 stanzas

· AWAKE my soul…….. run the race

· All praise to Thee……..common stanza. Praise God from
	Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
(With four new verses added by Daniel Maley) 

	“The praise of Him is above heaven and earth…”
(Psalm 148:14 Douay) 

Verse 1 
Praise God from whom all bless-ings flow;
Praise Him all crea-tures here be-low;
Praise Him a-bove ye heav’n-ly host;
Praise Fa-ther, Son and Ho-ly Ghost.

Verse 2 
From all that dwell be-low the skies;
Let the Cre-a-tor’s praise a-rise!
Let the Re-deem-er’s name be sung;
Through ev-‘ry land by ev-‘ry tongue.

Verse 3 
E-ter-nal are Thy mer-cies Lord;
And Truth E-ter-nal is Thy Word;
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore;
Till suns shall rise and set no more.

Verse 4 
The praise of Him 's a-bove the skies;
I-ni-tial praise dawns soul’s sun-rise!
Then praise of Him for-e-ver more;
Sings stars in sky and sands on shore.

Verse 5 
Our earth-ly praise with heav'n-ly blends;
In li-tur-gy all praise a-scends!
Christ's sa-cri-fice this u-ni-ty;
Bless'd Tri-ni-ty and fa-mi-ly.

Verse 6 
Praise is the place where earth meets sky;
Song's low-ly tones re-sound on high!
Earth and skies to-ge-ther in Him;
One Pre-sence, u-ni-ver-sal realm.

Verse 7 
Ad-vance through us Your earth-ly roam;
In flesh and blood Your pre-sence known;
Then grant Thy ho-ly will en-dure;
Our grate-ful praise for-e-ver more.

Verse 8 
Praise God from whom all bles-sings flow;
Praise Him all crea-tures here be-low;
Praise Him a-bove ye heav'n-ly host;
Praise Fa-ther, Son and Ho-ly Ghost.


“According to Thy Name, O God, 
so also is Thy praise unto the ends of the earth." 
(Psalm 47 Douay) 

byDanielJ.Maley 

(Old Hundredth (Tune); Text Vs.1 Thomas Ken, 1637-1711; Vss. 2, 3 Isaac Watts, 1674 – 1748; (Vss.4, 5, 6, 7 newly added by Daniel Maley,) - Music Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510, 1561) 


RELATIONSHIP -Isaac Watts …Revelation 5- Behold the Glory of the Lamb


	behold the glories of the lamb 
amidst his father\'s throne. 
prepare new honors for his name, 
and songs before unknown. 
2. let elders worship at his feet, 
the church adore around, 
with vials full of odors sweet, 
and harps of sweeter sound. 

3. those are the prayers of the saints, 
and these the hymns they raise; 
jesus is kind to our complaints, 
he loves to hear our praise. 

4. eternal father, who shall look 
into thy secret will? 
who but the son should take that book 
and open every seal? 
5. he shall fulfil thy great decrees, 
the son deserves it well; 
lo! in his hand the sovereign keys 
of heav\'n, and death, and hell! 
6. now to the lamb that once was slain 
be endless blessings paid; 
salvation, glory, joy remain 
forever on thy head. 

7. thou hast redeemed our souls with blood, 
has set the pris\'ners free; 
hast made us kings and priests to god, 
and we shall reign with thee. 

8. the worlds of nature and of grace 
are put beneath thy power; 
then shorten these delaying days, 
and bring the promised hour.


He became know as the father of these English hymns/ There was a man who rose against him.. We were to only sing the psalms
Dr.Samuel Johnson.. quick of resentment.. Practice gentle of mouth / ineffective

See the contrast as he was hurt? He resigned the church// Church kept him . He wrote and they increased his salary.

They had not read Ephesians 5:18-19


Ephesians 5:18-19 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,  19speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 

HUSBAND- WIFE

Wife- 2 duties

· Submit

· Respect
· Ephesians 5:22-24 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  23For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.  24But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.
· Her calling
HUSBAND

· Love as Christ loved

· Sacrificial love

· Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  26so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 
· All ABOUT THE CHURCH TO BE HOLY AND BLAMELESS
· This is also about Christ and the church

· Ephesians 5:28-29 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself;  29for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 
· No longer individual

· Keep on nourshing.. cherishing etc….

WE are in the body 

· this is what Christ does for us

· We are to follow the example

· Spend time with Jesus
· The church is to know relationship and redeem the time

Submit… we hear. Do we hear of the love of Christ /man … to
This is more than a good marriage

It is belonging to Jesus Christ/a member of the body/one flesh with one another

Submit and respect or ask forgiveness when we do not

Man is also emotional… men are just not as verbal

How woman respect a man ‘delegates what they become’

Knowing it .. will you live it out ? 

Sit at the feet of God and read the WORD

WE build the church but we are not into body life as we should be….

David Lawson @ Youth Pastor Conference.. only DAVID opened the WORD to these people at this conference. 
They were excited by an observation worksheet…
CHILD to PARENT

· Obey the parent

· Honor the parent

· Ephesians 6:1-3 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise),  3so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.
· This does not end when they are no longer under the roof
· This is not just tradition- take care of the parents

Mark 7:6-13 And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written:   ‘This people honors Me with their lips,   But their heart is far away from Me.
7    ‘But in vain do they worship Me,  Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’
8“Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men.”
9He was also saying to them, “You are experts at setting aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.  10“For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who speaks evil of father or mother, is to be put to death’;  11but you say, ‘If a man says to his father or his mother, whatever I have that would help you is Corban (that is to say, £given to God),’  12you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or his mother;  13thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and you do many things such as that.”
Parent to children –especially fathers


Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

· Fathers are to discipline /more than just spanking

· Proverbs 23:13-14 Do not hold back discipline from the child, 
    Although you strike him with the rod, he will not die.14You shall strike him with the rod And rescue his soul from Sheol.
· Instruct them/admonish them
· Parent the kids it is not about individualism

· The Church models the world more than they are teaching and living the WORD.

Woman Kay  talked to: Confronted husband w/affair.. he is still home. She forgave and her relationship to God governed how she dealt with spouse

SERVANT

· Obey from heart at slave of Christ

· MASTER

· Same thing


Ephesians 6:5-9 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ;  6not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.  7With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men,  8knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 

9And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.
THE DEVIL……. Next week

You read and studied it . WE have discussed it . Now will you live it?

The health and the impact of the Church/The body of Jesus Christ depends on it.

PRAYER:

Thanks you Father for Your clear sure and cleansing purifying WORD

Speak to us very clearly in our relationships FATHER

We need to look first at our relationship to you and then to others

We need to see the roll you have called us on to be all we are to be. WE do not want to fail you at all.

Thank you for the diligence of the people in the WORD
May they be rewarded.

In Jesus NAME… AMEN
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