JAMES 

Lesson 1
The Endurance of Job in the Heavenly Contest

I trust that you have had a good week in the book of James. And as you know, it’s loaded. It’s kind of like a board that’s going to slap you [on the] side of your head and get you straightened out as you begin this Christian walk, because it’s truly the Gospel in shoe leather — the way the Gospel is to be lived out. As you read through the book of James, I’m sure that as you came to chapter five, that you remembered our lesson last week from Job. And that’s where Kay wants to take us: to James, Chapter 5. She wants to look at verse 7 and the endurance of Job. 

The Book of James opens up in Chapter 1 talking about trials and it talks about enduring in those trials, hoo-pō-MAIN-ō, abiding in those trials. Then, when you come to James, Chapter 5, he continues that exhortation to endurance and he brings it full swing as he brings the book to a conclusion in James 5:7. It says

James 5:7-11 7 Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.

 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

 9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.

 10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

 11 Behold, we count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

We talk about the endurance of Job in James. And yet, as we look at the Book of James, what we get is an endurance of Job, but you really don’t understand the heavenly contest that went on in Job’s time. So what Kay wants to do, in preparation for our study of James, is to take us back to the Book of Job. Let’s go back there and look at Job 1. He shows us an example of endurance in Job and in Job 1 we see that Job is in a contest; a contest that he was not aware of, but one that was very real. And we, and Kay, now can be aware of [it]. In Job 1
Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job, and that man was blameless, upright, fearing God, and turning away from evil.

And God had blessed Job, as you know. He had all the cattle and all these camels. And he had three daughters and seven sons. And it says in verse 5

Job 1:5  5 And it came about, when the days of feasting had completed their cycle, that Job would send and consecrate them, rising up early in the morning and offering burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, "Perhaps my sons…” [and we want to pick up this phrase] have sinned and cursed God in their hearts."

He had one fear and that was that his sons would turn against God and curse God. And then it says

Job 1:5 Thus Job did continually….

Thus he offered these sacrifices continually.
Job 1:6-8   6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.  7 And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it."  8 And the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job?...”
Now, Kay wants us to just get a glimpse of what’s going on, again. But as Satan stood before God, God brought his attention to Job. And He brought his attention to Job because He was very, very proud of Job. There was no man like him in all [of] the east. And God, again, reminds Satan that Job is a blameless man, that he’s upright before God; that he fears God and that he turns away from evil. And when God brings this to Satan’s attention, Satan turns and he says, “Does Job serve you for nothing, God? You’ve put a hedge about him.” 
Now, how did Satan know there was a hedge about him? Kay is sure that Satan had tried to get to Job. But, because God is sovereign and God has us in His Hand, and nothing can touch us without God’s permission; no one can say a word to us; no one can look at us; no one can do anything to us without God’s permission. Not even Satan. God had a hedge around Job. 
And so Satan challenges God. He throws down the gauntlet and he says to God, “Okay, God. There’s the gauntlet. I’m telling You that Job loves You because everything in his life is absolutely wonderful. Job loves You because You have blessed him. There’s nothing wrong in his life. He has prosperity. He has happiness. He has health. He has the recognition of the community.” Later on, when you read in Job, when Job would come into the city gates, and when Job would sit before the city council, everyone would hush to listen to Job. The young men would bow and revere him because of the way that Job lived.
And so Satan throws down the gauntlet and he says, “Listen. Job loves You because everything in his life is coming up roses. But, You put forth Your Hand, You touch what he has and Job will curse You to the face.” And so Satan threw down the gauntlet. 
God reached down and He picked up the gauntlet and He said, “Okay. You can touch anything that he has, you can do anything that you want to him, but you can not touch his body.”
And what did Satan do? Satan did not contest God. Why? Because God is sovereign! Because God rules over all! And even Satan must bow the knee to the Sovereignty of God. But, Satan went out and to know that he destroyed, literally, everything that Job had. In a matter of hours, word came, one wave after another wave of bad news, hit Job in the face, trying to knock him to the ground so that he would stand up and raise his fist and curse God. 
But Job didn’t do that. When Job got the news of the destruction of all that he possessed, and the death of his sons and daughters, let’s look at it

Job 1:20-21   20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped.  21 And he said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD."
There is the face if Job. But Kay wants to tell us something: it’s not the endurance of Job. Job’s trial didn’t end on that day. Job’s trial was to get worse. And so we move to Job 2.
Job 2:1-3 1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD.  2 And the LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "From roaming about on the earth, and walking around on it."  3 And the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man fearing God and turning away from evil. And he still holds fast his integrity, although you incited Me against him, [now listen; very important] to ruin him without cause."

“To ruin him…” What? “…without cause.”  In other words there was no reason for God to allow Satan to move in and to afflict Job in this way. What Job was enduring was not punishment from God. There was no reason to punish Job at all. It says, 
Job 2:4  4 And Satan answered the LORD and said, [Ha!] "Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. [God, the only reason that he hasn’t turned around and cursed You is because You have not touched his flesh!]” 
And this is what he says, “A man will give everything he has for his life.” In other words, if you bring him face-to-face with death, if you touch him physically, then he’ll do anything in order to preserve his life. And Kay wants to tell us that this is true among men who do not know God. That’s why we have traitors. That’s why we have people who will turn and spy on their own country in order to save their own necks, because they will do anything to save their own lives.
In verse 5 Satan says, 
Job 2:5-6  5 "However, put forth Thy hand, now, and touch his bone and his flesh; he will curse Thee to Thy face."  6 So the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, he is in your power, only spare his life."
Satan could not kill him, but he could do everything else to him but kill him.

Job 2:7-9   7 Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.  8 And he took a potsherd to scrape himself while he was sitting among the ashes.  9 Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!"
Lovely helpmate! Lovely helpmate! Who was using her mouth? Satan. Satan had come in and taken hold of her tongue. As we study the Book of James, we are going to learn about a wisdom that is from above, and a wisdom that is from below, a wisdom that is Godly and a wisdom that is demonic. And this is the wisdom that Mrs. Job had. It was not from God; it was demonic. 

Job 2:10  10 But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?"
Have you got that? There is a teaching going around that says that God’s people are not supposed to suffer. There is a teaching going around saying that God’s children are not supposed to be poor; that they are not supposed to do without, that they are to live as king’s kids and that they are to prosper. There is a teaching going around saying that God’s children are never supposed to be sick. But, is this what the whole counsel of the Word of God teaches? No.
You and I are going to suffer adversity, even as the rest of the world suffers adversity. You and I are counted as sheep for the slaughter. We are put to death all day long. Yet, in all these things, we can overwhelmingly conquer through Him Who loved us. And this is part of the message of the Book of James, as Kay is sure we are discovering now.
Turn to Isaiah 45:7, and Kay would write it next to Job 5:10 when he says, “Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?" In Isaiah 45, we have a wonderful insight. It’s in the midst of a prophecy that was written to Cyrus, God’s anointed; anointed in that God had chosen him for a special purpose. But, it was written hundreds of years before Cyrus was ever born, before Cyrus was ever a twinkle in his father’s eye. God laid down a prophecy to Cyrus. Cyrus was going to be the king that is going to permit the children of Israel to go back to the land of Israel after the Babylonian captivity. And as He talks and gives the prophecy, this is what He says
Isaiah 45:5   5 "I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though you have not known Me; [Now He is talking to Cyrus, to a man that does not know Him] 6 That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no one besides Me. 
In other words, what God is saying is this: God is saying, “I am God. I am Sovereign. I rule over all, among the inhabitants of the earth,” as Daniel 4 says, “and among all the hosts of heaven” which would be Satan and the bad angel (haloes down), and the good angels, (haloes up). God rules over all, and even though Cyrus, who has not even been born yet and does not know Him, God has girded him. He wants men to know, from the rising to the setting of the sun, that there is no one beside God. He says, “I am the LORD. There is no other.” Now watch:
Isaiah 45:7  7 The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating [What?] …creating calamity; I am the LORD who does all these.
What preparation God is giving us for the Book of James because James opens up with what? 
James 1:2   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you [What?] encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, [What?]  lacking in nothing.
So whatever comes into our life, whether it is good or whether it is adversity, and although Satan may have brought that adversity, still Satan is under God’s control. Now, when Job went through his adversity, he never knew about the conversation in heaven. He never knew that Satan had thrown down the gauntlet and that God had picked it up. He never knew about that. Nowhere in the Book of Job does it ever imply and nowhere in the Word of God does it ever imply that Job knew about the conversation between Satan and God. 
Yet God has given us a glimpse and an understanding that Job never had. If Job could endure, with that limited amount of understanding that he had, how much more have we been equipped to be  able to endure? Because we also have the permanent residence of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter from God, Who is able to cause us to walk in His statutes and keep His commandments. So, there is a wonderful, wonderful lesson here and Kay doesn’t want us to miss it. 
Kay wants to take us to James 4, and wants us to see that as Job was in a contest with Satan, so we are also. 
James 4:1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?

What Satan was saying to God is “It’s because Job has all those pleasures and You supplied all those pleasures that Job loves You. Take away the pleasures, deny him the pleasures and he will not love You.”
James 4:2-4  2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?
Now, why would friendship with the world be hostility toward God? Who is Satan? What is one of his titles? It is the Prince of this world.
James 4:4-6 4b Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: "He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"?  6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble."
What happened to Job in his trials? He was humbled, humbled, humbled, humbled, humbled. He was a rich man that was humbled in his circumstances. Think about that when we study James 1. 

James 4:7-10  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom.  10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will [What?] … exalt you.
And what do we know about Job’s end? It was greater than his beginning. Why? Because in all this heavenly contest, Job [did] what? He endured. Job did what God wanted him to do. And what God knew that Job would do. When we are in a contest, and Kay wants to just bring us back to remembrance of this verse, when we are in a conflict with the enemy, we can know this:
1 Corinthians 10:13   13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
Kay goes back to Ezekiel 28 to take a good look at Satan and our adversary. In Revelation 12 we see a contest, a war going on in heaven between the devil and his angels, and Michael, the Archangel, and God’s angels. And there is a contest going on in heaven. We see that the devil is called Satan. He is the serpent of old. We see in John 8 that he is a liar, a murderer; he abides not in the truth and is the father of lies. We see in Revelation 12 that he is the accuser of the brethren, and that he goes before the throne of God and he accuses us day and night. So we have learned a lot about Satan, but Kay wants to go back and find out where Satan came from. She also wants to take us to Ezekiel 28.
Ezekiel 28:11-12  11 Again the word of the LORD came to me saying,  12 "Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, 'Thus says the Lord God,”
Now, when you look at this word “king” in Hebrew, it is melek and it’s used for the word “a king,” literally, one that was in the place of a king. Now, as we look at this, this is a lamentation over the king of Tyre. Kay then takes us back to the chapter 28, verse 1.
Ezekiel 28:1-2  1 The word of the LORD came again to me saying,  2a "Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, 'Thus says the Lord God,”
So this chapter opens up something being said to the leader Now, the word for “leader”, in Hebrew, is nagid and this means “a leader”, “a ruler” (“a prince”). It means, literally, “the man at the top.” So here is a word to the leader of Tyre; a different word than to the king of Tyre in verse twelve. Now, as we look at verse twelve, what you see is a different description of the ruler of Tyre, or the king of Tyre, than you do of the leader of Tyre. And in this different description, what God does, Kay believes, is He takes us beyond an earthly ruler up to the satanic power that is behind that earthly ruler. We are going to see it in the Scriptures, but Kay says that for princes and kings and rulers and heads of nations down here, so also in the angelic host there are princes and rulers and principalities and powers and wickedness in high places, in the angelic host. So, as there is an echelon of men down here, in positions of authority, there is an angelic echelon of angels with different positions of authority. Now let’s go to verse twelve.

Ezekiel 28:12-13  12 "Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, 'Thus says the Lord God, "You had the seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  13 "You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your covering: [In other words, he was adorned with these precious stones] The ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; The beryl, the onyx, and the jasper; The lapis lazuli, the turquoise, and the emerald; And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, Was in you. On the day that you were created They were prepared.

Now, it is interesting that of all these stones that He mentions, and he mentions nine of them, that nine of these were in the breastplate of the high priest, who appeared in the Presence of God, before the people, under the Jewish custom of the priesthood. So, he had nine of the twelve stones. In verse 14 He says this
Ezekiel 28:14a  14a "You were the anointed cherub who covers,” 
Now, if you have a New American Standard Edition, there is a footnote; the word “covers” there means “guards.” 
Now, all of a sudden, he is saying to this person that "You were in [the Garden of] Eden.” Well, if this is a literal king that was living in the days of this prophecy, then how could he have been living in the Garden of Eden, because “man’s days are as grass” (Psalm 103:15a)? You know, they are here today. Have any one of you found that any place where you have been reading lately? “man’s days are as grass” (Ibid.); he has a beginning and he has an end. And yet this person was in the Garden of Eden. Now, we know that after Adam [and Eve] sinned, [they were] no longer allowed in the Garden of Eden. The flaming swords were put there to keep man[kind] out of the Garden of Eden. So this is taking us beyond normal man[kind]. But, He takes us beyond normal man[kind] very clearly in verse 14 when He says
Ezekiel 28:14  14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers”  [or who “guards”] 

Now, Kay wants to take us back to Ezekiel 28:2, again, to show you the contrast between the leader of Tyre and the king of Tyre. In verse 2 it says

Ezekiel 28:2  2 "Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Because your heart is lifted up And you have said, 'I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods, In the heart of the seas'; Yet you are a [What?] “a man and not [What?] God, Although you make your heart like the heart of God—”
We just have experienced in 1989 the death of [Emperor] Hirohito. As the newscast came on, it talked about this man. They told about the day that he let Japan know that he really was not a god. Many rulers have taken the deity to themselves and claimed to be a god. But what He says here is “you are man and not [a god].” Look at verse 9
Ezekiel 28:9  9 'Will you still say, "I am a god," In the presence of your slayer, Although you are a man and not God,’
Yet what does He call the king of Tyre? Does He call him a man? No. He calls the king of Tyre in verse 14 “an anointed cherub who” [who “guards”]. He says
Ezekiel 28:14  14b "And I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked in the midst of the stones of fire. 15 "You were blameless in your ways From the day you were created, Until unrighteousness was found in you.  16 "By the abundance of your trade You were internally filled with violence, And you sinned; Therefore I have cast you as profane From the mountain of God. And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, From the midst of the stones of fire.  17 "Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, That they may see you.”
So, what is He showing us here? He’s showing us, Kay believes, the king, the angelic being that was ruling over the earthly ruler of Tyre. And Kay believes that the one that was ruling was not just an ordinary angel. But, he was Satan, who was an anointed covering cherub, adorned by God, made and created full of wisdom and full of beauty, who was kicked out by God from his position because unrighteousness was found in him.
So, Kay believes that what God does in that wonderful way that He hides His treasures of truth below the surface, many times in the Word of God, He shows us who Satan is. 
Go to Isaiah 14 and let’s take another look at [the passage]. [There] we find another prophecy. It is a word that is given to the king of Babylon. In verse 4 it says
Isaiah 14:4  4a ‘you will take up this taunt [or “lamentation”] against the king [melek] of Babylon, and say, "How the oppressor has ceased,” ’
We come down to verse twelve and all of a sudden, Kay thinks what God does is He takes your eyes off of the earthly king of Babylon and moves you up to that satanic power, a head that is the king of Babylon. And what you see is this statement, verse twelve
Isaiah 14:12  2 “How you have fallen from heaven, [Now. listen] O star of the morning, son of the dawn!”
Now, keep your hand there, and let’s go back to a verse that we looked at: Job 38:7, and if you haven’t marked it, you might want to mark a cross reference here, unless there is one in your Bible. If so, you might want to circle it. In Job 38:7, God is speaking to Job. He’s talking about “where were you when I created the Earth?” [Job 38:4] And He says, in verse 7
Job 38:7    When the morning stars sang together, [Kay believes the “morning stars” is a description of the angelic host] And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

And we saw that [phrase], “sons of God”, Bene Elohim that “sons of God” is a term that is used in Job 1:6; 38:7 and the only other place it is used is in Genesis 6:2 when it talks about “the sons of God” coming into “the daughters of men.” And so the “sons of God” in Job refers to the angelic host. He does a parallel, though, because there is a poetry going on. Job is very poetic. And God is saying, where were you “When the morning stars sang… for joy…and… the sons of God shouted for joy?” In other words, the “morning stars” were the angelic beings [and] the “sons of God” were the angelic beings.
So, going back to Isaiah 

Isaiah 14:12  12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations!

See, the nations have turned against God. The nations, from the time of Babylon, have rebelled against God and they have sought to do their own thing. If you go back to Babylon, what you find is the beginning of all the cults. All the false religions in the world have their foundation in Babylon. When men knew God, and glorified Him, not as God, they became vain in their imaginations, their foolish heart was darkened. So, you see these nations going off, rebelling against God, and you see the false religions coming up to try and satisfy that need of man[kind] to worship [their] Creator. 
Isaiah 14:13  13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.
Now, actually this would be a foolish thing for an earthly king to say because an earthly king has never gone to heaven. An earthly king was unable to physically get into heaven. But, this “morning star” that has said, “'I will ascend to heaven…I will sit…in the recesses of the north’”, that is where God’s throne is. And so he is one that has access to the throne. So, Kay believes what we are seeing in Isaiah 14 is an explanation of Ezekiel 28, of how unrighteousness was found in this anointed cherub. And he says, in verse 13

Isaiah 14:13b-14  13b 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.  14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'
And that word for “Most High” there is El Elyon. That is the Name that shows God’s Sovereignty. He says
Isaiah 14:15   "Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the recesses of the pit.
Now, go to Matthew 25:41, 46

Matthew 25:41   41 "Then He will also say to those on His left [This is when He judges the nations], 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels”
Matthew 25:46  46 "And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

When God made the lake of eternal fire, He did not make it for man[kind]. He made it for “the devil and his angels.” And yet those who follow the devil and his angels will end up in eternal punishment. So, what you see is a division in the heavenlies. You see Satan and his angels at war with God and His angels, over what? Over the sons of men. Now, Satan, in coming into the Garden of Eden, enticed man[kind] to believe him, to believe the lie, and when man[kind] believed the lie and man[kind] disobeyed God and ate of the fruit of the tree, then Satan had power over man[kind]. And what we see is the whole world lying in the power of the evil one.

Ephesians 2:1-2  1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
So, every person who has not been born of God, is a son of disobedience. Why doesn’t he say a son of unbelief? Because unbelief and disobedience are synonymous. Belief and obedience are synonymous. So watch how James talks to us about not only being “hearers of the word”, but “doers”, also” (James 1:22). So, here they are, under the power of Satan. It says they “walked … according to the prince of the power of the air.” This is the air up here. They are ruling. They are an angelic heavenly host of fallen angels, with the devil, ruling over the nations and ruling over the sons of men. It says

Ephesians 2:2-7 2b the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, 
Now, what does it mean to be seated in the heavenly places? Well, go to Ephesians 1. In Ephesians 1:18, He prays three things for them. And the final thing that he prays is in verse nineteen that they might know
Ephesians 1:19-23  19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. [There is power in faith. There is power in belief.] These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come.  22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23 which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all.

Any time, beloved friend, that we are in a trial for the reason that Satan has thrown down the gauntlet and God has picked it up, and every trial is going to show our faith and belief in Jesus Christ. It is going to reveal obedience or disobedience. But, every time Satan throws that down, and God picks it up, we can remember this: that we are seated in heavenly places; that you are part of the church, part of the Body of Jesus Christ. We are bone of His Bones and flesh of His Flesh and all things --- principalities, powers, spiritual wickedness in high places have been put under the feet of Jesus and who are we? We are His Body! Therefore, we sit with Christ in heavenly places. 
We do not have to fear the devil; we do not fear him who is able to kill the body. But we fear Him, God, Who is able to cast both body and soul into hell. We need not fear in the heavenly contest. It will never be more than we can bear. And number two, we are to fight that war, not from an earthly perspective, but we are to fight it from a Divine perspective where we are seated in heavenly places, far above all principality and power. That’s what he is saying in Ephesians 1. Kay wants us to know this. She wants us to know that resurrection power that is ours. Job did not have that in the sense that we have it and he endured. We have it and we have even more, so we should be able to endure. And He has seated us there in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
Daniel is in a conflict. He is trying to understand what is going on, and he has gone and sought the LORD. God sends an angel to him and the angel says
Daniel 10:12   12 "Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words. 

“Daniel, you prayed and God sent me forth. And I’m here!” And Daniel said, “But that was twenty-one days ago!” Now watch:

Daniel 10:13   13 "But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia.
In other words, “I was coming! I was coming, Daniel, to your rescue, but there was a contest going on up in heaven.” Daniel started, on day one, praying. And Daniel endured and he saw the outcome of his endurance. 
Job endured. Daniel endured. What are we to do? We are to endure, and we have got to realize that in this earthly trial, or suffering, or testing, or whatever is going on, or temptation, that behind all of this is a heavenly conflict, and we have everything that we need in order to endure that heavenly conflict and we do not want to bring God shame and we do not want to make a touchdown for the enemy’s team. We want to stand and having done all, stand. We [might] say, “But he had a heavenly angel to help him.” 
Go to Hebrews 2. We have Jesus and that is what Hebrews is all about: we have Jesus. In Hebrews 1, what he says about Jesus [is that] Jesus is better than the angels. But the angels are ministering spirits.
Hebrews 1:7  7 And of the angels He says, "Who makes His angels winds, And His ministers a flame of fire."
Hebrews 1:13  13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, "Sit at My right hand, Until I make Thine enemies A footstool for Thy feet "?

That is Jesus, our High Priest, sitting at the right hand. And we are bone of His Bone and flesh of His Flesh. But, if we want an angel, we will get one, too. We will get Jesus and an angel, or more.
Hebrews 1:14  14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?
Remember when Jesus was in that great conflict in the Garden of Gethsemane? And the torment was so great, He thought He would die? And God sent angels to minister to Him. And God will send angels to take care of us. Let’s go back to Job. Very quickly, Kay shares with us how Job endured and she prays that God will use it to minister to us. 
As we saw in Job 2, the contest continues. What we see in Job 3:1 is that Job does not curse God. He never curses God, but he curses the day that he was born. Job’s suffering was so great that Job wanted to die, but he did not take his life. What did Job do? Let’s get it down, very quickly:

1. Job stood against the wrong counsel of his friends – Job had his friends come, and God tells you at the end of the book of Job that what they said was wrong; that they did not speak the counsel of the whole Word. When we look at Chapter 4, Eliphaz, the Temanite, tells Job what he has seen.
Job 4:8-9  8 "According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity And those who sow trouble harvest it.  9 "By the breath of God they perish, And by the blast of His anger they come to an end.”
“In other words, Job, you are suffering because of sin.” Job knew he was not suffering because of sin. Here is a wrong teaching coming at him.
Job 4:12,15-17    12 "Now a word was brought to me stealthily, And my ear received a whisper of it. 15 "Then a spirit passed by my face; The hair of my flesh bristled up.  16 "It stood still, but I could not discern its appearance; A form was before my eyes; There was silence, then I heard a voice:  17a 'Can mankind be just before God?”
And if we listen to the words of that voice, we know that they are not in accordance with the whole counsel of the Word of God. Job, not only wanted to die because the pain was so great, but Job had no consolation from his friends. But, Job knew God and he knew the Word of God. Because he knew the Word of God, although he got wrong counsel, and wrong behavior and wrong attitudes from his friends, Job could stand. 
This man, Eliphaz, said that he had a word from a spirit. He talked according to what he had seen. Be very careful about words that we get, apart from the Word of God. Be very careful about counsel that comes according to what they have seen. Job knew
Job 10:7  7 'According to Thy knowledge [and he is speaking to God] I am indeed not guilty; Yet there is no deliverance from Thy hand.
He knew that he was not guilty, yet he knew that he was suffering; he did not understand his suffering. But, this he understood.
Job 12:9   9 "Who among all these does not know That the hand of the LORD has done this,
He knew, and understood, God’s sovereignty. And he knew that God was over it all. 
2. Job clung to God’s Word 
In Job 13, you see that he clung to God’s Word.
Job 13:4,12, 15  4 "But you smear with lies; You are all worthless physicians.” 12 "Your memorable sayings are proverbs of ashes, Your defenses are defenses of clay.”  [he  has submitted to God] 15 "Though He slay me, I will hope in Him. Nevertheless I will argue my ways before Him.”
Job clung to God and this is what he says:

Job 13:20-21   20 "Only two things do not do to me, Then I will not hide from Thy face:  21 Remove Thy hand from me, And let not the dread of Thee terrify me. 

Job clung to the hope of eternal life. We want to look at Job 19:25-27. 

Job 19:25-27  25 "And as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take His stand on the earth.  26 "Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall see God;  27 Whom I myself shall behold, And whom my eyes shall see and not another.”
3. Job knew the end result
In Job 23:10, he knew this:
Job 23:10  10 "But He knows the way I take; when He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” 

And did Job come forth as gold when God tried him? Yes, he came forth as gold because Job becomes an example to us of the endurance of faith in the midst of trials. God finally speaks to Job after weeks, or month pass of agony, of hell. God speaks to Job. And when He speaks to Job, if you read, it is strange what He says. But, all He does is show Job that He is God; that He is the Creator. And that He is the Creator of all the animals, and He names several; and that He has power over them, and even man[kind] does not have power over them. He says, “I am God, Job.” And then Job says to Him in Job 42:1:
Job 42:1-2, 5-6 1 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,  2 "I know that Thou canst do all things, And that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.  5 "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear; But now my eye sees Thee;  6 Therefore I retract, And I repent in dust and ashes."

At the end of Job’s trial, Job knew God with an intimacy that he had never known him with before. And that is the end of trials. It says in James 5:11

James 5:11  11 Behold, we count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful. 

And we can know that, no matter what trial we are in, He’s compassionate, He’s merciful. So as we go into trials, just remember the heavenly perspective of trials. Have the endurance of Job and the contest that is going on in heaven, and we will have the blessing of Job afterwards, which will be the deeper intimacy with God. And as we read the end of Job we will also see that materially, that child-wise, that God blessed him even more, so that the latter days of Job were better than the former days of Job. And Job lived one hundred and forty years, after this trial. And his days were full of the goodness of God. Let us pray.
Father, 
Thank You for Your Word. Thank You, Father, for the fact that, LORD, we can trust Your Word; that it is a sure Word unto which we do well that we take heed We thank You, Father, that as we study, we begin to see that it is all that makes up the armor of God and the shield of faith, and that it is the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, by which we do battle against the enemy. And Father we see it as that final sword that comes out of the Son of Man when He returns to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and Very God of Very God; the sword that comes out of His mouth that smites the nations and destroys the power of the evil one. Father I thank you for these people that they have gathered to study Your Word. Father, may they know that a conflict will go on, that Satan desires to have them; that he might sift them as wheat, even as he desired to have Peter, that he might  sift Peter as wheat. Amen.
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