James
 Lesson 11
Controlling the Tongue—A Matter of the Heart
Controlling our tongue is a matter of what is in our heart and keeping our heart pure. In James 3, which we began last week, is the power of the tongue. We saw that as far as the tongue and teachers went that the tongue, in teaching, had the power to change course of a person’s faith. Then we touched on the second point: the tongue has the power to change the course of the work of God. Kay just touched on that and picks up there because, if we will learn to have our heart right and through that proper heart to have a wisdom that is from above, not from beneath, then we can, just with our tongue, be an asset to the kingdom of God, rather than being a destructive force. The way that we speak, talk, if we murmur or complain, can actually change the course of a work of God; we can stop something from happening at church that might have been of God. 
Kay speaks of a woman who stood up to speak at a church meeting and the Spirit of God had fallen at that meeting. The conviction was terrific and God was really working. This woman stood up to speak and all of a sudden out of her mouth started coming criticism, murmuring and complaining. That was the end of the moving of the Holy Spirit. What she said literally quenched the work of the Holy Spirit. We need to be careful. This tongue is very, very, very powerful. 

James 3:5-6a  5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!  6a And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity;

This “very world of iniquity” means this: the tongue is a world in and of itself. And it is a world in and of itself of iniquity, of that which is sinful, of that which is wrong, that which is destructive. 
 James 3:6b  6b the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.
What he is saying is that the tongue is so powerful that it can change the course of a person’s life by changing their faith so that they are led into wrong doctrine or proper doctrine, as we saw last week. It can change the course of a person’s life in that it can redirect the work of God, or hinder the work of God, or keep the work of God from going forth, or it can cause the work of God to go forth. It can change the course of an individual life. He is showing how the tongue has the power to change the course of life in many different directions. Then we are going to look at the fact that the tongue reveals what is in the heart. The tongue is a very powerful thing. 
James 3:7  7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the human race.
When this was written, humanity was at a stage of pride because humanity had tamed so many beasts and had brought a lot of the animal kingdom under control and was proud of that. So, he says, “You can tame many, many beasts, but the question is, can you tame your tongue?” That is where power is.
James 3:8  8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.
“Deadly” means “death bearing”; it is a poison that is going to bring death. 
James 3:9-18    9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God;  10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.  11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?  12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.  13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.  14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.  15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.  16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.  17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

Kay wants to show us how the children of Israel, with their tongues, did not create peace, but created chaos and changed the course of the work of the God. To do that, she takes us to Philippians 2 to put us back into context 
Philippians 2:14   14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 

[Kay dramatizes a grumbling person, then asks] “Have you ever said something to your kids, ‘Don’t do this,’ and they stand there [and mumble]? 
You say, ‘What did you say?’
 ‘Nothing.’” We know they were saying something, and what they were saying was not good. They were answering back to a command that you had given them, something you had said that greatly displeased them. Instead of coming right out and saying it, they began to grumble or murmur. Like the cooing of doves; you can just hear thate undercurrent. God is saying to us that we are to do all things without grumbling or murmuring, James says, and without disputing. Murmuring and disputing is showing that we are unhappy in our hearts with what is taking place and it is being verbalized by our tongues. He says we are not to do that.
Philippians 2:14-15a  14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  15a so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, 
If you want to be blameless and innocent, he is saying, “Don’t murmur. Don’t complain. Don’t grumble. Don’t dispute.”
Philippians 2:15  15 that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,
Kay asks if we have ever been complaining or grumbling about someone. Maybe the Sunday morning message or something else that is going on at church and all of a sudden the pastor, or the pastor’s wife walks by and what did we want to know immediately? Did they hear us? We want to know that and all of a sudden, do we feel innocent? No, we feel guilty. He says if we want to be blameless or innocent, then do all things without murmuring or disputing.
In James 3 he talks about the wisdom of God that is expressed in gentleness.
James 3:13   13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.
That word, “gentleness” is meekness; “in the meekness of wisdom.” The reason we can do all things without murmuring and disputing is because we are going to walk in meekness. Meekness is accepting everything. As we speak, murmur and complain, we are not responding in meekness because meekness accepts everything without murmuring or disputing, or complaining because meekness is submission to God. The word for meekness was used for domesticating animals; for taking an animal in and house-breaking it. It was used for breaking a horse so that you brought that animal under control. When we walk in meekness, we are under control and meekness will always produce a wisdom from above, and meekness will not murmur, not dispute, and not complain. That does not mean we cannot correct someone, or go to our pastor and share with the pastor that we have a problem about something and want to talk it out and pray about it. But, he is talking about murmuring and disputing. If we stand there and begin to murmur and complain about something that is going on in our church, sparks can fall off from that conversation, fall on dry wood, and that dry wood can catch and build a brush fire across the church that can stop the work of God. The tongue can change the course of a person’s ministry or the work of God.
In Deuteronomy, Moses has the children of Israel, about to go into the Promised Land after wandering for forty years, killing off all those that had a problem with their tongue. Deuteronomy is like the second giving of the Law; it is like the reminder of the way they are to live when they get into the land.
Deuteronomy 1:19   19 "Then we set out from Horeb, and went through all that great and terrible wilderness which you saw, on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, just as the LORD our God had commanded us; and we came to Kadesh-barnea.”
They went up and camped at Qadesh-Barnea before they went into the Promised Land because they were going to send in spies and just see what the land was like.
Deuteronomy 1:20-21   20 "And I said to you, 'You have come to the hill country of the Amorites which the LORD our God is about to give us.  21 'See, the LORD your God has placed the land before you; go up, take possession, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has spoken to you. Do not fear or be dismayed.'
Go take that land. Do not fear or be dismayed, because God has given it to them; because God is God. God is in charge. He can change the heart of a king. Promotion does not come from the east or the west. Provision does not come from human manipulation. He is God and it comes from Him. He is the source and He is in control. He rules over all the kingdoms of the earth.
Deuteronomy 1:22-27a   22 "Then all of you approached me and said, 'Let us send men before us, that they may search out the land for us, and bring back to us word of the way by which we should go up, and the cities which we shall enter.'  23 "And the thing pleased me and I took twelve of your men, one man for each tribe.  24 "And they turned and went up into the hill country, and came to the valley of Eshcol, and spied it out.  25 "Then they took some of the fruit of the land in their hands and brought it down to us; and they brought us back a report and said, 'It is a good land which the LORD our God is about to give us.'  26 "Yet you were not willing to go up, but rebelled against the command of the LORD your God;  27a and you grumbled in your tents and said, 'Because the LORD hates us, 
That is so stupid! “‘Because the LORD hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt.’ ” If he hated them, He could have left them in Egypt! They are just not reasoning correctly. 
Deuteronomy 1:27b  27b 'Because the LORD hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to destroy us.’”
If God wanted to destroy them all He would have had to do, in His sovereignty, was [smash and poof] and that would have been it. God can do anything! He could have left them in Egypt and caused Pharaoh to slit all their throats, or whatever. But He brought them out and He told them under Joshua, “I brought you out in order to bring you in.” 

Kay takes us to Numbers to show us the power of the tongue to change the course of the work of God. This does not say that God is not sovereign. It is just that in His sovereignty He knows all this, but although God is sovereign, humanity has a free will and is accountable. We might say that the two do not go together. Not in our finite reasoning, but in God’s infinite wisdom, they do go together. In Numbers 13, they go and spy out the land. In verse 28, they come back with a report. They sent twelve men in and they say the land is wonderful et cetera. In verse 28, King James says “But” and it is the “buts” in the Bible that can get you or it is the “buts” in the Bible that can make you. And this one got them.
Numbers 13:28-29  28 "Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; and moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak there.  29 "Amalek is living in the land of the Negev and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites are living in the hill country, and the Canaanites are living by the sea and by the side of the Jordan."
What are they bringing back about the land? A bad report. They are saying things that instill fear in the hearts of men that go against the promises of God. This is what happens so many times in churches. There is a work of God where God wants us to step out in faith and we must walk in faith, not in presumption. We have to watch that delicate balance of presumption and faith. That’s why we can not be “many teachers” because there are people who have presumed and said God was going to do things and He never said He was going to do things. And he led the people astray. So this is why, in the multitude of counselors, there is wisdom and moving forward. But we have to watch that delicate balance. Then Caleb quieted the people. Caleb was one of the twelve that went up. Joshua, Caleb and ten others.
Numbers 13:30-32a   30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it."  31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us."  32a So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report 
That bad report caused them to wander in the wilderness for forty years. That bad report, what that tongue said brought the death of every male twenty years and older. Every male twenty years and older died except for Moses, Aaron, Joshua and Caleb. Every one of them was killed off. The twenty-year-olds would not live beyond the age of sixty and that was when they were living longer. They all died because of a bad report; because of murmuring and complaining that changed the course of the work of God. 
Numbers 13:32 - 14:3a  32 So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size.  33 "There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight."  Numbers 14:1 1Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night.  2 And all the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, "Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!  3a "And why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? 
One bad report and the people pick up on it and it spreads like a brush fire. God is so upset with them that He wants to get rid of them and Moses says, “No.”
Numbers 14:11-12   11 And the LORD said to Moses, "How long will this people spurn Me? And how long will they not believe in Me, despite all the signs which I have performed in their midst?  12 "I will smite them with pestilence and dispossess them, and I will make you into a nation greater and mightier than they."
Moses says, “No, God. I am more concerned about Your reputation than mine.”
Numbers 14:26-27   26 And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  27 "How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me.
All grumbling, eventually, if we trace it back far enough, is against God because it is against the promises of God, the character of God, and against the commands of God because He tells us that we are to do all things without grumbling and disputing. This is what He says:
Numbers 14:27b-30 27b I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me.  28 "Say to them, 'As I live,' says the LORD, 'just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you;  29 your corpses shall fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me.  30 'Surely you shall not come into the land in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.”
Later on we will read that they had a different spirit. In their hearts they believed God. They did not have wisdom from beneath, which was jealousy and bitterness and selfishness. They had a wisdom from above. Their hearts were right and in their hearts, they believed God and therefore they spoke what God would have them speak. And He says,
Numbers 14:31-32   31 'Your children, however, whom you said would become a prey-- I will bring them in, and they shall know the land which you have rejected.  32 'But as for you, your corpses shall fall in this wilderness.’
What did they say? “Oh, Oh! We’re going in there! Oh, I wish to God we had died.” 

He says, “Okay. You can.”
This little tongue has a lot of power and we better be careful how we use it because we are going to give an account. We can change the work of God. There have been times in the history of Precept Ministries when we have really hurt in our staff because we had several people who started murmuring and complaining and it caught like a little brush fire! It was painful! It was such a relief when God removed those people and the peace came! Somebody can pick it up. Kay had a good friend and all of a sudden the next thing she was against her because someone was telling her that Kay did not care about people; that she was so busy and did not care about people. Kay admits she is busy and it looks like she does not care about people. But she has to make some decisions about the whole good, the immediate, or whatever. She feels like she has a whole lot of staff to help her care about people. We begin to judge. Kay admits being guilty of the same thing. We have to watch our tongues! We can change the course of the work of God. Watch that tongue! It has power!
We can murmur against God’s servants. We can see it in Numbers 16:11. These are the sons of Korah. They are tired of Moses’ leadership. They want to have the same leadership that Moses has. So the sons of Korah come against Moses and his leadership.
Numbers 16:9-11   9 “is it not enough for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the rest of the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself, to do the service of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to minister to them;  10 and that He has brought you near, Korah, and all your brothers, sons of Levi, with you? And are you seeking for the priesthood also?  11 "Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against the LORD; but as for Aaron, who is he that you grumble against him?"
The sons of Korah got selfishly ambitious and they wanted a position that God had not given them. So they began to grumble against Moses and Aaron. A lot of people picked up on that grumbling and as a result, a lot of people were destroyed. This is when God opens the ground and swallows them up; literally swallows them up. When He does that, the congregation turns against Moses. If we read on in Numbers [they begin] grumbling against Moses and Aaron. God is so tired of that because they are saying, “It’s Moses and Aaron that made the ground open up and swallow the sons of Korah!” So then God just does away with them. In James 1:19 he writes, “be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger.”  We need to be not only be careful of what we say, but also to what we listen to. We need to be careful of what we listen to and then, as a result of listening to it, start saying it without knowing what is going on.
Kay tells of a letter she received from a girl who got a newspaper article that talked about the NRB broadcasters. It talked about (this is a false report) at the NRB Convention, over sixty percent of the people that went watched X-rated movies in their room! So she wrote to Kay and sent her the article. She said, “Look at this! Kay, get out of that un-Godly organization! Separate yourself from those un-Godly men! Kay! Get out of there! Kay! Repent! How can you align yourself with them!” Bless her heart!
Kay thought, “I can’t believe that.” I would not get out of that organization because of who is in it: Warren Wiersbe, Back To The Bible, Charles Stanley---Godly people are in that organization. But she knew Kay’s position on the Executive Committee and she wanted Kay out of there. Kay sent the article back to the man that was quoted as saying this and he wrote back to her (a Godly man she has worked with, the man is a pillar). He picked up a report that Billy Graham had given about going to a convention of ministers, where a certain percentage of them listened to, or watched X-rated movies. But, it got changed to the NRB and to the people there, and it got all messed up in the newspaper!
The man wrote her and said. “I am absolutely, totally grieved and broken in my heart that I did not check out the source. One thing got twisted somewhere in the hearing and it got passed on, and then people were quick to jump on it. The tongue, or the pen (because it is speaking), can change the course of a work. Here they are mumbling against God’s servants.
Numbers 17:5a  5a "And it will come about that the rod of the man whom I choose will sprout. 
This was with the sons of Korah. The priests were all going to put their rods down there.
Numbers 17:5b 5b Thus I shall lessen from upon Myself the grumblings of the sons of Israel, who are grumbling against you."
They grumbled against Moses. 
Miriam, Moses’ sister, grumbled against Moses and God was so upset with her that she got leprosy because she grumbled against God’s servant. Moses was so meek and so wonderful that with his tongue, he changed the course of Miriam’s life. He said, “God, don’t let her suffer this leprosy. God, don’t do that to her.”
God said, “Okay. Just for a short time. She’s got to have a little bit of it. But, just for a short time.”

In I Corinthians 10, he is talking about those in the wilderness and God was not happy with them. What happened to them was an example. As we go down in I Corinthians 10, he gets to the tongue

I Corinthians 10:9-10   9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents.  10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
Remember that our tongue can change the course of the work of God.
Now, look at John 6:43. Here was Jesus and He was a man of great controversy. We judge people, now, by their press releases; that is the most ridiculous thing. Jesus did not have good press releases among the Pharisees. As He goes out upon His ministry, then people begin to grumble about Him. 
John 6:41-43   41 The Jews therefore were grumbling about Him, because He said, "I am the bread that came down out of heaven."  42 And they were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, 'I have come down out of heaven '?"  43 Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves.”
They were grumbling over what He was saying.
John 7:11-12   11 The Jews therefore were seeking Him at the feast, and were saying, "Where is He?"  12 And there was much grumbling among the multitudes concerning Him; some were saying, "He is a good man"; others were saying, "No, on the contrary, He leads the multitude astray."
Suppose we are there on the verge of believing, on the verge of following, and we hear somebody grumble about Jesus and His dealings. What could that do, strictly from the human aspect, not the Godly aspect? That could turn us away. Do we grumble about belonging to Jesus Christ? Do we grumble about how hard life is? Do we realize what we are saying to people about Jesus Christ when we grumble that way? Our tongue can change the course of the work of God. 

In Jude, verse 16, he’s talking about these un-Godly men that have crept in unnoticed into the church.
Jude 1:16  16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage. 
This describes them: they are grumblers, they find fault, they speak arrogantly. We must watch our tongue because it can change the course of the work of God and God will hold us accountable.
THE TONGUE CAN CHANGE THE COURSE OF AN INDIVIDUAL’S LIVE.  

Not just their faith, not just the work of God, but the course of an individual’s life. 

James 3:6   6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.
Our society is filled with people that are hurting and they are hurting because of something that someone has said to them. Kay asks us to tell her, in our heart, something that someone said that hurt deeply, or that really affected us, maybe calling us “stupid” or that they said something else about us and it has, in a sense, caused us to color our thinking about ourselves, contrary to the Word of God. Maybe they said, “You are worthless.” And yet God says we are precious in His sight. But who do we believe? The tongue can change the course of a person’s life. 
Kay’s first husband committed suicide. Before she knew the Lord and before he committed suicide, he would call her up and he would say to her, “I’m going to kill myself.”

She would say to him, “Tom, do a good job so I get your money.” What Kay was really saying was, “Go ahead, Tom. You’re not worth anything. Go ahead.” What Kay was really trying to do was bluff him out of it. Make him angry. 

He used to tell her, “I’m going to se a psychiatrist.” This was before it was popular.
She said, “What are you going to see a psychiatrist for?” 

He would say, “Because I cannot forget all the things you’ve said about me.” 

When she wanted a divorce from him, Kay remembers very clearly saying to him over the phone, “Tom, if you don’t give me what I want, when I get in court, I’m going to accuse you of the worst things.” A tongue set on fire of hell. She does not think it was a rope that hung her husband; she thinks it was her words that brought his death. The tongue has in it the power of life and death.

As we look at it, the tongue can destroy, but there are many people that are a success because of the tongue. We have heard the true story of a teacher got these IQ scores, opened them up, looked at her class and thought, “I can’t believe it. These kids are brilliant!” So she began dealing with them, talking with them and telling them (this is the power of the tongue), treating them as if they were very, very smart. She got their locker numbers mixed up with their IQ scores. But that class just rose and did a fantastic job. Kay suggests we see the movie “Stand and Deliver.” She has read a short article in Reader’s Digest about this teacher who went into a school with Spanish-speaking kids that were just an absolute mess. Those kids went to the state boards and got such high scores that the state boards would not believe it and made the kids take the test again. But, he instilled in them truths about who they were. Kay is not talking about us living according to human potential because there is that fine line. But, she is talking about living according to the potential that God says.
Proverbs 18:21   21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit. 
James 3:18  18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
Proverbs 14:25   25 A truthful witness saves lives, But he who utters lies is treacherous.
We just had, in our society, a man let out of prison who was totally innocent, but was there because of lies. So many times we want to “go with the flow of the crowd” instead of going with what is truth.
Proverbs 15:4   4 A soothing tongue is a tree of life, But perversion in it crushes the spirit. 

There are many children that have been absolutely pulverized as human beings by their parents’ tongue, or by their teacher’s tongue. They have just been cut down, over and over and over again so that it has literally crushed the spirit in the child so that they just do not think that they have any purpose in life, any value to the kingdom of God. They just see themselves as a total wash-out. The answer to that is to find out what God has to say about us, to find out what the Word of God has to say. Not The Power of Positive Thinking, but what the Word of God has to say.
Proverbs 12:18   18 There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a sword, But the tongue of the wise brings healing.  25 Anxiety in a man's heart weighs it down, But a good word makes it glad..

Kay relates how one day, God led her to just tell this woman that Kay loved her. No other woman in her life had told her “I love you.” Not even her mother! She had never heard it. She had never said it to her children. That so brought healing to her, that Kay loved her, that she went home and started telling her children that she loved them and it turned the whole family around! She is a friend of Kay’s, now; a dear friend. The tongue can bring healing. It has power to change the course of a person’s life. 

THE ANSWER TO WRONG SPEECH

When we hear wrong speech, this is the answer:
Psalm 119:23-24   23 Even though princes sit and talk against me, Your servant meditates on Your statutes. 24 Your testimonies also are my delight; They are my counselors. 

If we have somebody trying to destroy us with their tongue, we need to go back to the Word of God and see what God says. The Word of God becomes our counselor. 
As we go back to James 3, Kay wants us to see that the tongue can change the course of a person’s life, and that life and death are in the tongue. Therefore, God is going to hold us accountable for what we do with our tongue.
James 3:9  9 With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God;
He is saying, “Here you are blessing God and turning around and looking at man and cursing man. The [Greek] word for “curse” is [kataraomai]. Kata means “down.” The [Greek] word for “curse” means “to speak down to,” to pray against, to wish evil, to curse, to condemn. Is that the way God looks at humanity? No. He does not feel that way about humanity because we were made in His Image.  
James 3:10   10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.
[Another Greek] word for “curse” is [katara]. And ara means “malediction.” It means to speak badly of [someone].  He is saying, “You cannot stand there and rightly bless God and curse man who has been made in His Image. You can’t do that! From I the same mouth cannot come blessing and cursing because that blessing and cursing has a root, has a well and the well is the heart. It either has bitter water or it has sweet water in there. What comes out of your mouth shows what is in your well. Or, it show a little pollution has gotten in your well.” Why is this so important that we should not curse humanity that has been made in God’s image? In Genesis 1 it says that in the beginning He created the heavens and the earth and He created them
Genesis 1:27   27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
We are created in the image of God!
Genesis 9:6   6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.

God says, “If anyone kills another person, that person is to be put to death because they are killing someone that was made in the God’s image.” They are killing a creation of God, to which God gave life. God gave that person life. We have no right to put them to death, unless they put another person to death. Then we are to put them to death. That is why our society is so messed up because we have dropped the death penalty. But we will not get into that.
Matthew 5:21-22   21 "You have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER ' and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'  22 "But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, 'You good-for-nothing,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.
[Kay reads this passage from the King James where it uses the Aramaic word racah. Racah means “good for nothing” or “empty-headed.” Jesus is saying, “Your words are telling Me that in your heart, you’re saying that person shouldn’t be allowed to live. That person’s empty. That person’s nothing. That person’s worthless.” And He says, “Don’t do that.” All the way through the Sermon On The Mount, what He is showing them is, “Okay, you’re keeping the externals of the Law, but your heart hasn’t been changed. In your heart you’re committing adultery, and murdering.” This is why He is saying, “Man is made in the image of God! You can’t curse man.” So what does God tell us?
Matthew 5:44-48  44 "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  47 "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  48 "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
A perfect person does not go around cursing. It tells us in another Scripture passage [Luke 6:28a] when we are cursed to give blessing instead of cursing because we are to be like the Father Who created mankind in His Image. He comes down to the fact that it is a matter that the tongue is a matter of the heart and the tongue can reveal what is in the heart. 
 James 3:11-12  11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?  12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.
In other words, what is in our well? Listen to a person’s tongue and we will know what is going on inside. A person that has sexual innuendos, always telling dirty jokes or stuff like that has immorality in their heart. A person that is always cutting down probably has anger or bitterness in their heart. The tongue reveals the heart. So we must watch our heart. 
Kay gives us a true illustration she has about a woman who went out in her city and started telling some gossip that was very, very destructive. It greatly, greatly wounded the person. And the woman, all of a sudden, saw the awfulness of what she had done and was tormented by the fact that she had almost destroyed this person with her tongue. The guilt was so heavy that she went to her pastor and said, “I am overwhelmed. I have said things and spread things that are not true and I am overwhelmed and I can’t get rid of it. What do I so?” 

He said, “I want you to do exactly what I tell you to do. Will you do exactly what I tell you to do?”

She said, “Yes.”

He asked, “Do you have a feather pillow at home?”

She said, “Yes.”

He said, “I want you to go home and I want you to rip---now do exactly what I say---I want you to rip open that feather pillow, go back out in your front yard and shake out all the feathers from the feather pillow.”
She said, “That’s all?”

And he said, “Yes.”
She said, “And that’s gonna help?” 

And he said, “Yes.”

She went home and did what he said and it did not help at all---that guilt was still there. She called and said, “I’ve got to see you. I did exactly what you told me to do and I don’t have any relief and I’ve lost my feather pillow.”
He said, “This is what I want you to do: I want you to go and find every one of those feathers and put them back in your pillow and sew it back up.”

She said, “That’s ridiculous! It was a windy day! They went all over! They were carried all over the place. I’ll never find them all!”
And he said, “That’s what happens when we say wrong things with our tongue. They get out and we can’t get them all back. Now learn your lesson.”

The tongue has the power of life and death. If we want to be a perfect person, we must learn to bridle our tongue. We can learn that if the Spirit is within because it gives us a new heart. We can not let any contaminants get in. Let’s pray.

Father we bow before you and we are so thankful that all things are naked and open in Your sight, in Whom we live and move and  have our being. You tell us by our words we will be condemned or by our words we will be justified. You tell us that, Father, because the words show what is on the inside. Father, clean us up; wash us with the wonderful washing of the Word of God; cleanse us as Malachi says as with fuller soap. We thank You, now, in Jesus Name. Amen. 
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