James
 Lesson 12
Are You Miserable? Do You Make Others Miserable?
Check Your Heart

Kay asks if we are ever miserable, unhappy, discontented with ourselves, angry with ourselves, or angry at others. She asks, “Do you hate, sometimes, what you say and hate yourself for saying it? Are your relationships all messed up? Do you wonder if God is for you or God is against you? If any of those things relate to you, then this message is for you.” She wants to talk about “Are you miserable? Do you make others miserable? Then look at your heart because this is what James instructs us to do.” If we are miserable, if we are angry at God, if we are making others miserable, if we hate what we say, then in all probability what has happened, if we are a child of God, is that we have strayed from God. James was written to keep us from straying from God as children of God. When we were born into God’s family, we were in the world and God did not take us out of the world; he left us in the world. He prayed about that when He prayed, “Father, ‘keep them from the evil one’ [John 17:15]. I’m leaving this world. They’re staying in this world. Father, I ask you to ‘keep them from the evil one.’” Kay believes that James was written to a group of believers because all the way through, he says “My brethren, My brethren,” and “don’t hold your faith in Jesus Christ in personal favoritism.” Kay believes it is an epistle that is directed towards those who profess to know Jesus Christ. She believes it is an epistle that was written to keep us from straying from the truth. She believes it was written to show us that if we constantly, continuously stray from the truth, then we need to examine our heart to see if we really and truly are a child of God. But she believes primarily, it was written to Christians.
James 5:19-20  19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back,  20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
If we look at James, James is looking at the practicality of Christian life. He is looking at the Gospel in shoe-leather. He is looking at a faith that is proven by its works. It is proven by the way that it lives. Any time we read through the Scriptures and the Epistles, we constantly have to examine ourselves to see if our Christianity is real. If it is real, maybe we have strayed from the truth and we need to be brought back. This is what Kay believes James is doing in his Epistle. He is saying, “Come back. Come back. Let me show you how you are to live in this world. Not of, it but in this world. 
When we look at the word “stray” in verse 19, “if any among you strays from the truth,” it is “planao” and this word means “to cause to wander, to lead astray, to deceive.” We know that he uses the [phrase] “don’t be deceived” in James, throughout the epistle because he wants us to know that true Christianity is going to produce righteousness. It is not that we are not going to sin, but it is that sin is not going to be the habit of our life. Straying from truth is seen in two ways:
1. by what we say, and
2. by what we do (the way that we live)
We examine the externals to get glimpse of what is going on inside because the externals eventually show us what is going on inside. Kay wants to take us through the book of James and show us how he is keeping us from straying from the truth. 
James 1:2   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials
Do not stray from the truth when we encounter a trial, by being depressed, or by running away from the trial. We are to stay, to endure, to hupomeno, to abide under that trial because that trial has a purpose---to make us more like Jesus Christ. In James 1:9 he says “Don’t stray from the truth.” 
James 1:9-10a   9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position;  10a and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, 
We must not stray from the truth by looking at our circumstances and walking away from God. 
James 1:13   13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
When we are tempted, we must recognize it is our lust that is leading us astray, and it is not God that is leading us astray. God does not lead us into sin; sin is a matter of the heart.
James 1:16   16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.

That word, “deceived,” is the same word as “stray” in James 5:19. It is translated “err” in the King James version. He says, “Don’t be deceived, don’t be led astray from the truth.” Here he says, “My beloved brethren” because every good thing bestowed comes down from the Father above. He does not lead us into sin.
James 1:19b-20  19b But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.
Do not be deceived! Anger is going to lead you astray from the truth. 
James 1:21   21 Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.
This is the truth, and if we received that Word, and become not just a hearer of the Word, but also a doer of the Word, then it will save our souls. So he is saying
James 1:22  22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.
James 1:26  26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.
Do not be leads astray from the truth. If we are not able to bridle the tongue, something is wrong in our heart.
James 2:1  1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
Do not stray from the truth. Treat our brothers and sisters with the Law of Love. Remember the Law of Love? “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” [James 2:8]. Chapter 2, verse 12. He says, “Don’t stray from the truth. So” what? “So speak and so act.” There you have it! If we are going to embrace truth, it is going to affect the way we speak, act.
James 2:12  12 So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.
In verse 14 he says, “Don’t stray from the truth. Know this:”
James 2:14   14 What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?
In other words, there has to be a life that backs it up. Do not stray from the truth. It is not a matter of intellect. Christianity is not a matter of intellect, or just doctrine. Christianity is doctrine being lived out.  
James 3:1  1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.
James 3:13   13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.
There we have speech and behavior, again. Then, we drop down to chapter 4:7-

 he says do not stray from the truth. “Submit . . . to God.
James 4:7, 11, 13  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  11 Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.
In verse 13, do not stray from the truth. Do not think that we can order our own life.
James 4:13   13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit."
James 5:1, 7-8   1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.  7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
From verse 7 to the end of the chapter, he tells us in detail, in specific situations, how to be patient and how to behave. James is a book that tells us how we need to be careful that we do not stray from the truth. He tells us that if we stray, it is going to be seen in our behavior and heard in our words. 

In James 1:2-3:12 James deals with behavior, Kay believes generally: how we are to respond in trials, temptations, attitudes towards our brothers and sisters, our tongue, et cetera. Kay believes that James 3:13 and beyond deals with the heart.  He mentions all these things: he mentions the tongue numerous times, he mentions lust, he mentions all these things. In chapter 3:14, he picks up the heart and he begins:
James 3:13-14   13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.  14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.
James 4:8   8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Kay believes he is talking to Christians when he says “Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” He is talking to these people that have been saved, that are in the world and are being torn by the world. They are in the world; they are not to be of the world, andt they have all these problems, and he is going back to their hearts and says, “Don’t stray from the truth. Don’t sin by straying from the truth. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”  Kay wants us to understand that she believes that when James is talking to us, he is talking from this earthly perspective. He is not talking about salvation from the heavenly perspective. He is not talking about salvation from the aspect of the sovereignty of God. James is down here, right in the flesh, looking at life from this level. 
He is telling us, “Now look. Here we are in the world and we’ve got a conflict in the world. In this conflict we’ve got to be so very, very careful that we do not stray from the truth; that we hold on, and it will be seen (if we are holding on) what is in our heart, by the way that our mouths are speaking and by the way that we are behaving, by the way that we are walking.
James 5:5   5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 
So he is talking about the heart, again.
James 5:8a  8a You too be patient; strengthen your hearts,
So he is going after the heart

James is going to show us, in chapter 3:9 on down, that the tongue shows us what is in the heart. 
 James 3:9  9 With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God;
Kay asks us if we, as a Christian, have ever (in a sense) cursed men with our tongue, instead of bringing a blessing on them? Kay is sure that at one time or another, our tongue has gotten away from us.
James 3:10      10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.  
This is not living according to the truth!
James 3:11-14   11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?   12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Neither can salt water produce fresh.  13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.  14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.
If this is what is in our heart, we cannot say that this is coming from God, that it is God’s heart; that it is the way a Child of God is to behave. 
James 3:15 - 4:1  15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.  16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.  17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  James 4:1 1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? 
We are in a conflict. He is going to show us, in this chapter (chapter 3), that what we say with our tongue is going to reveal what is in our heart. What we need to see is that “For out of the abundance of the heart” so he speaks. [NKJ Matthew 12:34b]
Luke 6:43-45  43 "For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit; nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit.  44 "For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush.  45 "The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.”
Kay would say to us that if we were always bringing forth evil, if our wisdom is always sensual, always full of bitter jealousy, always full of selfish ambition, if that is the tenor of the wisdom that comes from our mouth, if we are constantly, constantly destroying with our mouth, then she would say, in all probability, that we have not been born again! But, if those sorts of things are only occasional or only intermittent, then she would say that something has contaminated our heart; something has gotten in and polluted or contaminated the water of our heart. Any time we start to bring forth things that are contrary to the Wisdom that is from above, we need to stop and examine our heart. We need to go back to our heart. “What is it in my heart that is causing me to speak this way to this person? What is it in my heart that is causing me to murmur and grumble and complain?” because out of the abundance of a person’s heart, they speak. When we look at our speech, we must always go back and examine out heart. 
Matthew 12:33   33 "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.”
James 3 ends with that difficult verse (18) that they have problems understanding. But, the end result of that verse, and the contrast with James 4 asks, is our life producing peace, or is it producing conflict. Is it peace, or is it conflict, or is it misery?
Matthew 12:33-34  33 "Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  34 "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.”
If we want to know what is in out heart, we must listen to what we are saying
Matthew 12:35-36  35 "The good man out of his good treasure brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is evil.  36 "And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment. 
We are going to answer to God for what we say with our tongue.
Matthew 12:37   37 "For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned."
We going to be condemned or justified by our words because it shows what is in our heart. Kay asks us to look at the way we are living and talking, what we are saying to our children, our spouse, and our friends, and go back and examine our heart. She asks, “Is your well contaminated? Or is your well strictly of natural man and not of God?” She asks if we have or do not have a new heart.
Matthew 15:18-20   18 "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.  19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.  20 "These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man."
The Pharisees were all caught up in eating and keeping the Law, and the things that they had added to the Law. But, they had missed whole point, which is the heart of the matter. 
If there are sharp retorts, criticism, constant judgment, constant negative comments about others, constant swearing, constant obscenities, off-color remarks and jokes, if there is guile, deceit, complaining, tearing down, “jokes” constantly at another person’s expense coming from us, the problem is sin. The question Kay asks is, “Have you been born again?” If we have no control over it whatsoever, if it is the constant habit of our life, then she advises us to “examine yourself to see if you are in the faith.” If it is not constant or the habit of our life, but if we ever find ourselves in this state where we start criticizing for awhile, or  judging for awhile, tearing down our spouse or kids for awhile, or we find ourselves just talking sensually and making off-color “jokes” and innuendoes, we have strayed from the truth. Something has happened to our heart. We must not deceive ourselves in to thinking it is all right with God. Something has to be done! Because if it is not done, God is going to judge us. Are we always quarrelling, at war with others, and wish they were dead, or never born? That is murder in our heart! We need to go back and examine our heart because when we live in this world, God has made it so that we can live in this world, without being contaminated by this world. He tells us how in James 4. But for now, we are going to look at the two wisdoms in verse 13. 
James 3:13a  13a Who among you is wise and understanding? 
Who is really wise? Who is understanding?
James 3:13b  13b Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.
We will not only show it by our behavior, but we will show it by our “gentleness of wisdom” which comes out of our mouth. Wisdom is taking knowledge and being able to apply it to life. He has been talking to us about our speech. Kay wants to look, with us, at the wisdom that comes from out mouth.
James 3:14  14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, 
Selfish ambition in our heart is, “Get out of my way, Dory VanStone! I want to be number one. This is my ministry. This is my place and you better take a back seat to me. I don’t want y’all loving Dory! I want you loving me.” Kay asks if that is from God, if it is the Royal Law of laws, if it is the character of Jesus Christ. No. That wisdom is not from above. If Kay would start doing that to Dory, or anybody else, she would know that she has strayed from the truth and that there is something wrong with her well, in her heart. So, if she is just standing on the platform and have a tendency to put Dory down, in any little way, then she can know that wisdom she is giving is not from God. And we can know it, too. If we have bitter jealousy, or selfish ambition in our heart, then that is not from God.
James 3:14  14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.
Don’t say, “Listen. What I am saying is from God!” We are lying against the truth! We cannot say it is from God. James says
James 3:15a   15a This wisdom is not that which comes down from above.
That is earthly wisdom! That is the way the earth lives, the way the world lives. That is natural wisdom, man’s wisdom apart from God. Because it is earthly and natural, it is also demonic because Satan is the prince of this world. In Isaiah 14:12-14, we can see why he calls it demonic wisdom. 
Isaiah 14:12-14   12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations!  13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.  14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'”
He was exalted, Isaiah tells us, and Ezekiel tells, us in showing us Satan before he fell. He was exalted, lifted up, and corrupted because of his beauty, because of his excellence. So he decided one day, that he would be above God. That is selfish ambition! That is, in a sense, bitter jealousy. When we start to put down others, are we putting them down in order to exalt self? We are straying from the truth: there is a problem in our heart and we need to go get help and deal with that problem. As James tells us, 
James 4:8b   8b Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
We are being pulled between the wisdom from above and the wisdom from beneath, pulled by Satan, away from God, being pulled from the Spirit to the flesh and from holiness to the lusts of the flesh. 
So James says, “Watch . . . watch. That wisdom is from below.”
James 3:16  16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.
In James 4:1, we see him question asking why there are “quarrels and conflicts among you?” [paraphrasing] They are warring in your flesh.” The reason is “where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”  So we must look around in our home and look at what is going on in our home and in our relationships. Kay asks if there is disorder, evil things coming forth. She asks if there is peace of disorder there. Then she tells us to go back and listen, then we are to look. We need to listen to ourselves. We need to look in our heart. 

We say, “But, the other person is doing to me!” The other person is causing us the quarrels and the conflicts and the disorder. They are full of selfish ambition, jealousy, and all of that. What are we to do? We are in a trial. We are to “count it all joy.” We are not to stray from the truth. We are not to let that hard circumstance cause us to stray from the truth because God has allowed that hard circumstance, making us like Jesus.
So you say, “He’s humiliating me!” What are we to do? That is good, in a sense. Glory in our humiliation and our humble circumstances because it causes us to look up and see what we have not.

You say, “But I couldn’t help it and I had to ‘let him have it!’” Kay echoes James, telling us not to say we were tempted by God. What caused us to “let him have it” was the lust that was within us. When we have that lust within us, we are supposed to go to God and ask. 
James 3:17a   17a But the wisdom from above is first pure,
Pure means “free from self interest, free from ambition, wholly serving God without ulterior thoughts or motives.” 
Kay tells of a friend that was just greatly hurt by another Christian who is a Godly woman. Both of these women are Godly women and are both friends of Kay. The one who was hurt had to write a letter and she came to Kay in order to make sure she thought it was pleasing to the LORD. Kay was awed by that letter and shamed by that letter because Kay knew that if she had been in that situation, she would not have been as pure in her wisdom as she was, and she is Kay’s daughter-in-the-Lord; just awed by that letter. It was totally free from self, it was absolutely pure. 
Matthew 5:8   8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”
And she said, “I am so proud of you in this letter,” (and Kay had tears in her eyes), “because I see Jesus Christ.”

She said, “Kay, I wouldn’t do a thing to hurt this other woman. She’s a Godly woman. And Kay, I don’t want to hurt the Lord. And Kay, God has permitted this circumstance. And, this trial has come in on top of all the other trials that I am enduring right now that are so hard, and this rejection is so hard. All of this is God making me more like Jesus.” 

Kay thought, “What wisdom! What Wisdom from above!” The Wisdom from above is pure. It is first pure; first pure. He does not say it is pure, peaceable et cetera. It is first pure. It is pure from self-interest, pure from self-ambition. It is wholly serving God without ulterior motives. 
James 3:17   17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable
He uses “peaceable” in verse 17, he uses “peace” twice in verse 18. So it is peaceable and what he wants us to see is it unites; it does not divide. Jesus’ prayer for us was that we would be one even as He and the Father and the Holy Spirit are One. He wants oneness. Here it is peaceable. It unites; it does not divide. It produces right relationships.
Kay wants us to know that we can have wisdom from above and be living with a person who has strictly got wisdom from beneath. We can walk the way God says walk, and walk in the right way, and still have conflict in the home, still have conflict in relationships. Kay wants us to know that a sign of conflict in the relationship is not always because we are not walking in God’s Wisdom.  It is just when we are walking in God’s Wisdom, although there is conflict, our wisdom towards them will be pure. It will not be selfishly ambitious. It will not be full of envying and strife and stuff like this. We will be right, they will be wrong. We will not counteract their wrong. 
James 3:17   17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle
Gentle knows when not to apply the strict letter of the Law. Sometime it is better to back off than hold to the letter of the Law. That is gentleness. It is far removed from an austerity that tolerates nothing wrong in another person. Kay asks if we have seen people like that, who claim to have a Wisdom from above. Their doctrine may be straight, right down the line. They may do all of that and yet that wisdom that they claim to have from God is not peaceable, and it is not gentle. And it is not “easy to be entreated.”  “Entreated” is only used in the [KJV]> New Testament.
James 3:17   17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable
“Easy to be entreated” means it is approachable.  It is willing to listen, skilled in knowing when to yield. This is important because people can have a doctrinal truth, or a doctrinal purity, which is a knowledge, but not have a Wisdom that is from above because it is hard-nosed, tough, and it is not gentle, it is not reasonable. The Wisdom from above is “full of mercy and good fruits.” 

James 3:17   17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits
“Full of mercy and good fruits” go together. It is not full of mercy, good fruits, unwavering. It is “full of mercy and good fruits” because genuine mercy produces an action of some sort. It is a compassion to those in trouble or need. But, it also brings the end result of those of meeting that need. So the good fruits go hand-in hand with mercy. It is a practical usefulness to those in need. 

One of the most merciful people Kay knows is Betsy. She just has a heart full of mercy. Kay admits that she is “off with your head!” She will go get your head and put it back on and say, “Darling, I’m sorry I took your head off.” Betsy is not about to remove your head, so she is one of the most merciful people Kay knows. But, when Kay has Wisdom that is from above, she will have to stop and check herself because it is not natural with her. She has to stop and get hold of herself. Then she can act and move in mercy. Wisdom from above is merciful.
James 3:17   17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering 
It is “unwavering.” This word is not used any place else in the Bible, either. It is “not divided; not vacillating; it is a whole-hearted conviction” because it is from above. And “it does not change positions in various circumstances.” It is not bitter one moment and sweet the next. Or sweet one moment and bitter the next.
James 3:17   17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.
“Without hypocrisy” means that it does not wear a mask. A hypocrite was a person that wore a mask used in the way they did their plays. It is “free from posing.” The Wisdom from above is “free from posing.” It is free from attempting to make a good impression because it is pure and has no selfish ambition. This is the Wisdom that is from above.
When we are in any kind of misery situation, where others are miserable or we are miserable, we have to stop and we have to listen. If what we hear, coming out of our mouth, is not in accordance with the Wisdom from above, then we need to go back and see if there is a dead rat floating in the water because it can pollute. We need to go down and get the dead rat out, cast it away, drop some Clorox in there and get it clean. 
James 3:18a  18a And the seed whose fruit is righteousness 
Or literally, in the Greek, “and the fruit of righteousness”
James 3:18b  18b is sown in peace by those who make peace.
What Kay wants us to see is the contrast between verse 16 and verse 18 because there is a contrast here.
James 3:16,18  16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.  18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
If we are finding peace, we have righteousness. If we are finding disorder, we have unrighteousness; we have a wisdom that is from beneath, not Wisdom from above. Or, we are walking with an impure heart. He is asking, “Do you want to produce peace? Then what do you sow? You sow peace and righteousness.” You sow peace and you sow righteousness, and you will produce peace. You may not produce peace in the sense that if you have another person that persistently is coming against us, when we start controlling our tongue and have our heart right towards that person, we are walking in the Royal Law of love. When we are counting it all joy and not letting the lusts of our flesh have its way, many times it will even create peace when we are living with a person that is antagonistic, because they do not have a fire, or wood for their fire. They throw down the match on us and there is no fuel there in us to light the fire. So many times, we will find peace.
James 4:1-2  1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.
When we become a child of God, although we live within the world, the world no longer becomes the source of our pleasures; the flesh no longer becomes the source of our pleasures. We now have the Holy Spirit within us. We now have access to the very throne of God and whatever we want, we are to come to Him and we are to ask. We do not get it down here by conflict with men. We go to our Father and we ask. 

We might say, “I have gone to my Father and I have asked, and He has not given it to me!”

He says, “The reason He has not given it to you is because you’re asking a mess; you’re asking to gratify your lusts instead of the will of God, the desire of God!” 
James 4:3   3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.
Sometimes in a trial, you’re saying, “I’m asking God for a way out of this, and He’s not been giving me a way out of it. So I’m gonna get my own way out of it.” 

So we quarrel and we fight and we lust when God is saying, “Oh, wait a minute. I don’t want you out of it. I want to refine you in the midst of it.”
James 4:4a   4a You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? 
He says, “I let you in the world, but you were not to be a friend of the world.” 

James 4:4b-7   4b Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: "He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"?  6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
We are in a conflict, he is the prince of this world; submit to God. Draw near to God. “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”
James 4:8  8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Purify our hearts. If these things are going on in our lives, we need to go back and purify our heart. If we have some double-mindedness in there, we might have one foot in the world and one foot in Christianity and the sense of  being drawn and torn, back and forth. We must purify our hearts. 
[Kay now reads a letter from] a man who has wanted and gone after things his own way, has created conflicts and quarrels. It has caused him to be in a trial and God has humbled him. And he is glorying in his humiliation and he has seen that he is walking the wrong way. Kay reads it to tell us that there is hope. No matter where we have been, or what we have been doing, if it is wrong, we must cleanse our hands, purify our hearts, draw near to God and He will draw near to us and there will be hope. We will be brought back from walking astray from the truth and we will save our soul from death. 
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