James
 Lesson 13
Do You Feel Far Away From God

And in Conflict With Man?
Kay asks what we do when we feel far away from God, what we feel or do when feel we are in conflict with humanity, what we do with those desires that seem to overwhelm us, that we crave to have fulfilled. She asks how we get them fulfilled, what do we do. We will get those answers by looking at James 4. 
Before we get into chapter four, Kay feels that it is so important for her to keep us in the context of James. Otherwise we are not going to understand what he is saying, or otherwise we are going astray in the understanding of James. She asks us to remember that James is about a faith that works, a faith that does, not a faith that just says, but a faith that is participating in what it says. James, in his epistle, is dealing with that which would lead us astray from genuine faith, or that would take us off the path of perfection or Christ-likeness. Perfection is an important word here and it means “complete” or “mature.” James is going to deal with those things that would take us off the path and keep us from being complete. He is going to deal with them in such a way that when we are off the path, we can spot it and we will light up. 

All of a sudden we will say, “Oh! I understand!” and we will come back to the path and keep on going forward to Christ-likeness. What takes us off this path and leads us astray is sin. The word for sin, in the Greek, is “hamartia” means “to miss the mark.” Christ-likeness, or the word James uses, “maturity” or “perfection,” is the mark, the goal. Sin is when we go off that path that will lead us to maturity, or perfection.

As James writes his epistles, he assumes and addresses them as his brethren, he assumes they are believers. Whenever the epistles are written, they are written to the churches. Yet, in the assumption these are believers, he knows that always (as rhe Bible teaches), among the wheat, there are tares. We do not remove the tares. God does that. But, we keep treating them as if they are wheat, and convicting them if they are not, so that they see that they will need to come to Jesus Christ.
James assumes that the ones to whom he is writing are believers. He speaks of a genuine faith that is shown by works. He deals with sin. Sin is used, in one form or another, nine times in James, and in that small epistle, that is significant. So let us look at these times where it is used in James 1:15 (and it ties right in with James 4).  
James 1:15    15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
If we say that we are a believer and yet walk in habitual sin, habitual sin, so that it is the habit of our life and is involved in every aspect of our life, which is independence from God, walking off the path and not going towards Christ likeness, it will end up in spiritual death. However, there is a death that comes when we go off the path and commit a sin. For instance, there can be a death to virginity for teen-agers, or a death to a relationship because of some sin we might commit, et cetera. So death can come in that way.
It is also used in James 2:9: 
James 2:9   9  But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
James 4:8   8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
James is speaking to believers, because James is written to believers. Although among those believers, if they did not purify their hearts and cleanse their hands, et cetera, then it would show they are not believers. But, he is speaking to believers. He calls them “double-minded.” An unbeliever is not double-minded; they are single-minded. They do not have the mind of Christ, so there is no conflict there. 
James 4:17   17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.
James 5:15   15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.
He is talking about a believer.
James 5:16   16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
James 5:20   20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
In other words, when we recognize our sin, getting off the path/going astray/missing the mark, and someone comes along and they turn us around and bring us back to the Lord (they convert us, turn us around back to the path), they have saved us from death because if we keep on continuing in death, we never were saved. He is saying, he saves a soul from death, but, he also covers a multitude of sins! When our heart is to get back on the path with the LORD, then our heart is right and it covers all that multitude of sins! That is hope! 

One other thing: Christianity is not stagnant—it is a process. It is a process of moving toward Christ-likeness toward perfection, and toward maturity.
James 2:22   22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
In the light of all that, James 4 is going to deal with sin. He has mentioned sin before, but in James 4, he is going to deal with sin that 1) separates us from humanity, and from God. This is in James 4:1-12, where he is going to tell us how to get back on this path of perfection, this path of Christ-likeness. 
I. James 4 deals with 
1. sin that separates us from man (vv.1-2)
2. sin that separates us from God (vv.3-6)
3. restoration with God (vv.7-10)
4. restoration with man (vv.11-12)
II.  James 4:13-17 deals with sin that causes us to walk in independence
The sin that causes us to walk in independence is the sin that says, “I’m ordering my own life. I’m making my own plans. I’m setting my own goals.” He deals with it in verse 13. He is through with talking about worldliness, and separation from God and man.
James 4:13-15   13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit."  14 Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  15 Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that."
That is dependence upon God! “God, if You will, then I will.” But, not “I will, and then bless it. But if You will, then I will.” 
James 4:16-17   16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.  17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin.
If we are boasting and making plans apart from God, and walking in that arrogance, then that is sin. 

In dealing with separation from humanity, James has already talked about it in that he has talked about a wisdom that is from beneath that produces selfish ambition and bitter jealousy.
James 3:14,16   14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.  16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.
Then he talks about the Wisdom from above that brings peace. The wisdom from below brings “disorder and every evil thing.”
James 4:1-3   1  What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.
James is saying there are quarrels and conflicts going on. “Quarrels” means that it is a continuous state of hostility. The “quarrels” implies an ongoing state of hostility and we know it is ongoing because it is in the plural [the Greek word, “polemos,” literally means “wars”]. He is saying here, “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts [fights]. The word “conflicts” means “wars, fighting, outbursts.” He is saying, “You are in a state of ongoing hostility with specific outbursts. We have seen this with two little brothers that are mad at one another and all of a sudden, they are punching one another. They just did not all of a sudden decide, “Hey, I’m gonna punch him.” They are punching because of this state of quarrelling that is going on, because there is a state of hostility. We can see it in homes and in the church.
James 4:1-3   1a What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? 
Kay does not believe James is saying, “Among you, inside….” He is going to talk about that in the next sentence. He is talking about “among you” as a body. Kay asks us to stop and think whether there are quarrels and conflicts going on in our church, and if we would like to know why. She assures us that we will find the answer. She also asks us if there are quarrels and conflicts going on in the home. James is going to tell us the answer to that. What is the source of all these things? Where do these things come from? Here we are children of God. Why are we living like this? Are there quarrels and conflicts going on among those we work with? Is there a state of hostility where we are co-laboring with other people, or in a ministry, or among a certain group of friends that is all of a sudden there right now? What is the source of that? 
The word “source” is not there in the Greek. The word that is there is “ek” that the New American Standard translated “source” but means “out of.” “Where did these quarrels come out of? Where did these conflicts come out of?” is what he is saying here. Then he answers the question.
James 4:1b   1b Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  
Let us look at the word “pleasures.” [In the Greek, the root is transliterated “hedone” pronounced HAY-do-NAY]. The word we hear is “hedonism,” where a person lives for their pleasure. If there are quarrels and conflicts within the church, or in business, or in a ministry, or in a family, we know right now where it came from: it came from pleasures that are waging war in our members because it takes two to quarrel. There is a conflict here, now, with the pleasures. If we are in a conflict, with any other person such that we find ourselves in an outburst (not an outburst where all are against us and we are the peacemaker, or the conflict with the Gospel where we stand for Jesus Christ, or the Gospel which many times separates families with differences between parents and children) among believers in conflict, so we can know that whenever that is there, we need to go back (if we are participating in it) and know that we have a problem inside. It is a pleasure that wages war in our flesh, our members. It is not the pleasure of others that is causing the conflict or we would meet them. In other words, it is our pleasures that are causing the problem, not the pleasures of others because we have two pleasures in conflict. It is our pleasure that is keeping from meeting the pleasure of another person, not God’s. If we are in a conflict, we are in a conflict because we want our way; if we wanted God’s way, there would not be a conflict. The conflict is within because the Holy Spirit has lost, or is losing control of us. If we walk by the Spirit, “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, gentleness, meekness, and temperance [Galatians 5:22-23]. These quarrels and conflicts are not a matter of our environment. Our environment has not caused the quarrels and the conflicts, if we are a child of God; it is a matter of our pleasures. We might say, “If I was out of this environment, then I wouldn’t be quarreling. If I was out of this environment, then I would not be fighting.” But then we are saying, “It is my environment that is causing all of this.”

And God is saying, “No. It is what is inside that is causing it.” If there is an environmental conflict, we have to participate in it to make it a quarrel or a fight.  Kay is not saying out environment will always be good.

The pleasures are the yearnings of self-love versus love for God and love for humanity. The ultimate question is this: will we please God, or will we please ourselves? I Peter 2 talks about servants having horrible masters and how they are to be submissive to those masters, not speaking back with them with guile, and it gives Jesus Christ as our example who, when He was reviled, reviled not at him. When Christ was suffering, He did not go astray; He did not go off the path. In James 1:3 we see that when we are suffering, we are to “count it all joy” and to persevere [James 1:25] because that suffering is going to make us like Jesus Christ. So do not go off the path.
In James 4, they are going off the path, toward their own pleasures instead of God’s pleasure. The pleasures are our problem. The problem is within, not without. We think the problem is without, but we always will have problems if we think it is without because we are not going to get this problem straightened out. If we think it is without, the conflict is going to be with humanity and, eventually, with God because He does not change what is without. More and more we are going to separate ourselves from God and God does not want us to separate ourselves from Him; He wants us to draw near. If we are going to draw near, we have to recognize that the problem is within. Romans 7:18-20 teaches us that humanity basically has a problem and that problem is the flesh:
Romans 7:18-20  18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  19 For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish.  20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.
Until the time we die and exit this body, we are going to live with the flesh, and the flesh has pleasures, the flesh has desires, the flesh lusts. We have got to remember that! The only answer to the flesh is in verse 24:
Romans 7:24-25a  24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
Galatians 5:16 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
He does not say that the flesh will not desire because that is what the flesh does. It just desires.
Galatians 5:16-17 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  
We cannot do what we please. We cannot just walk sloppily. 
Galatians 5:18 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
So he says “walk by the Spirit.” Then he tells us what it will be like if we walk by the flesh and what it will be like if we walk by the Spirit. Kay wants us to see that the pleasures that are causing the problem are waging war, soldiering against one another. They are arrayed against us. There is a battle going on within. The pleasures are in our members and they are waging war. 
James 4:2a   2a You lust and do not have
That word “lust” is the same word used for “lust” in James 1:14. This is the verb form of the noun in James 1:14. 
James 4:2   2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain.
What is going on is the pleasures inside seeking to be gratified. There are desires that want to be gratified. So here we are, trying to gratify these desires. We may be envious and look at someone else who has something we want. We do not have it and cannot obtain it. We do not want them to have it either so we murder. The problem is within. 

Kay wants to put down some desires so that we do not miss them.

· the desire for things that can cause quarrels and conflicts

· the desire for recognition

· the desire for happiness—the world says humanism believes that everything exists for us
· the desire for love—many people are separated from God, not eternally, but because they have a desire for love and that desire is not fulfilled in another person. So there is a quarrel or a conflict. A woman may be with a man who does not know how to handle a woman. He does not know how to love her, or how to romance her, or be kind to her. She wants that love from him, she has that desire within, have him treat her properly. When he does not, she begins to fight with him, quarrel with him, have conflicts with him.
· the desire for peace—God does not always let us live in peace
John 16:33  33 "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."
· the desire for attention
These are all desires, all lusts that can wage war in our members. God says we do not have for one of two reasons:
1. we do not have because we do not ask, 

2. we are going to the wrong source. 

Where are we going to get our happiness, our love, our recognition, our peace, the attention that we need? We might say, “It is not enough from God.” Kay knows it would be better if we got it from humanity, (that is what the body of Jesus Christ is all about, but sometimes there is nobody but us and God, and God is enough.
Kay tells of an experience when she was a brand new Christian, lying on the floor in her apartment, reading her Bible and alone. She read the verse
Philippians 4:19   19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
She rolled over on her back and began to laugh and rejoice, and rolled back over and said, “God! That’s all my needs! That’s my physical needs, my emotional needs, my mental needs; that’s all my needs! That’s what You promised to supply!”

What God is saying is, “Look, here you have desires.” And He is not saying all of them are bad! But, if they are waging war in your members and you are going outside of God’s will to get them satisfied, they are bad!
James says, “You do not have because you do not ask.” [James 4:2] Ask the One Who promised to supply all of our needs.
Romans 8:31   31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  
It does not matter! Sometimes we have to remind ourselves of that, when our kids hate us or do not understand us because of the Gospel, or our spouse does not understand us because of the Gospel, or our mother-in-law, or whomever.
Romans 8: 32   32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?
He is going to “freely give us all things.” So if we do not have, it is because we have not asked. If we say we have asked and do not have, we have asked amiss. That word “amiss” is “kakos” and it says 
II Corinthians 5:10 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
It is the same word. This word, “amiss” means “that which is evil.” We ask for evil things; we ask badly; asking for our pleasures instead of God’s pleasures. We are to live for God’s pleasure, not ours. The problem is our flesh. We have not because we ask not, or because we ask amiss. Our problem is our estimation of what we need, of what it is going to take to make us happy, to satisfy us. That is worldliness. And he says
James 4:3   3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.
The words “spend it” is used in Luke 14:15 where the Prodigal Son goes out and spends everything that his father has on his own pleasures. He says
James 4:4   4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Worldliness, Kay believes, is wanting for self, getting for self, thinking of self, and living for self. If we look at the world, their god is themselves. Self is their god. Worldliness is living independently of God. It is a world that sets their own standards, thinks their own way, says what is right and what is wrong, that is why we are in the mess we are in here in the United States of America. We are in the mess because we have stopped living according to the precepts of God. America was founded on the precepts of God. All the way through the history of America, we see God, God, God; the commandments of God. We see the leaders of the country saying we have to honor God. But what has happened is we have gone from that to saying, “No, you have got to honor men.” Therefore, abortion is no longer wrong if it is pleasing to humanity, so we have this conflict.
Ephesians 2:1-3  1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
1 John 2:15-16  15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
The “boastful pride of life” is “I am my own god. I will do my own thing. I will run my own life. I am number one. Please me.” That is the “boastful pride of life.” All the advertising; if you want to see the world, just watch the commercials because everything in the commercials is geared to satisfying our pleasures, to making us “better than,” to make us “more than,” to getting our desires satisfied. 
1 John 2:16-17  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.  17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.
Madison Avenue is always changing, the fashion world is always changing, et cetera, to create new desires, to keep us spending our money. 

Mark 4:19 he talks about the parable of the sower and about the soils. Only one soil represents true Christianity, Kay believes, and that is the fourth soil, which is the good soil that brings forth the harvest. But he talks about the Word of God falling on four different types of soil, representing four different types of people. All of them, except the first soil, represent a professing Christian.
Mark 4:18-19  18 "And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word,  19 but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.”
The Word is choked by the worries of the world: “What am I going to eat? What am I going to drink? What am I going to put on?” God tells us in Matthew 6:33 and in Luke 12:31. He tells us to 
Matthew 6:33   33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.
Next it says “and the deceitfulness of riches.” That is for self, for our own pleasure. “The desires for other things enter in and choke the word.” 

In Luke 9 Kay wants us to see the contrast. Wanting for self centers around humanity. God calls us to 

Luke 9:23-25   23 And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.  24 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  25 "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?”
This is the answer!
Luke 12:22, 30-31   22  And He said to His disciples, "For this reason I say to you, do not worry about your life, as to what you will eat; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  30 "For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things.  31 "But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
The cure for our pleasure is going to God and asking God to supply our needs, seeking first His righteousness.
Psalm 84:11   11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace and glory; No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.
God will not withhold any good thing from those who walk uprightly. He promised that. He will not withhold any good thing. If we do not have it, He does not think it would be good for us, or He has not yet given it to us. 

In James 4:1-3, we have seen the Christians’ first enemy, which is the flesh. Now, we move to the world. It is the flesh, the world and the devil that give us the problem. 
James 4:4   4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
The word “friendship” here is “philia” and it comes from “phileo” [sic] which means “to love, to have an affection for” [something or someone]. He is saying, “Don’t have an affection for the world.” If I have “an affection” for the world, I will love the fashion of this world (I Corinthians 7:31) the word “fashion” there is the word “schema” which means “the manner of life, the action” 
Kay goes to this sports bar to get her body in shape so that she can run the race that is set before her so that she will be strong and healthier and all that because her life is so sedentary. Kay says we should see the way those girls are dressed. That is the fashion of this world. It is their whole lifestyle, their whole manner of life, to be friends with the world would be to love darkness.

John 3:19   19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”
John 8:12b   12b “he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life." 
So, to have “an affection for the world” would be to walk in darkness. If we are watching soaps, or feasting on pornography or immorality or things like that, those things are of the darkness. That is worldliness. It would be to love the acceptance of men above God. 

John 15:19   19 "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.
We cannot love, or be friends with God’s enemy. We cannot love God and love His enemies. When he is talking about not loving the world, he is not talking about loving the souls of the people we might bring to Christ. But it is their manner of life, it is the darkness they walk in, it is the elevation of man above God. II Chronicles 19:2 is a interesting verse:
II Chronicles 19:2   2 Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, "Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD and so bring wrath on yourself from the LORD?”
We cannot love the world and love God. Why the conflict? In James 4:5 he wants to explain something to us. 
James 4:5   5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: "He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"?
Here we are, off the path, in conflicts, in quarrels, in lusts, running by our pleasures, and Kay asks, “Why doesn’t God just leave you there? Because he loves us. Because He earnestly desires His Spirit to have control of us.” Kay shows us four different views of this. There is controversy over how to interpret this verse.
1. God “yearns for the spirit” – we could say God yearns for the human spirit He caused to dwell in us,
2. God earnestly desires the Spirit – in other words, God earnestly desires the Holy Spirit,
3. the human spirit, which God made to dwell in us longs enviously for earthly pleasures, but (in the next verse) God gives a greater grace and we do not have to live over there, or
4. the Spirit, which God put inside of us, earnestly desires for us to come back. The Holy Spirit, in us, earnestly, or yearns in us enviously, for a total loyalty to God.
The first two she would erase and go with number three or number four. Then we would have to say, when he is saying by “but he gives greater grace” is, although the Holy Spirit yearns earnestly for these things, God gives a greater grace so we can walk that way. Let us look at it:
James 4:6   6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."
This word for “proud” comes from two words. One means “over” and the other one means “to show.” So, “proud” here, means “to show” ourselves above others. That would be our pleasures, our desires, we wanting to be satisfied above others, to elevate ourselves above others.
Here is the Holy Spirit within us. He is earnestly desiring for us to walk the way that God wants us to walk and God gives a greater grace. He gives more grace so that no matter what the desires, no matter what the temptations, there is grace to bring us to that walk of obedience that leads to perfection. The grace of God is there. We might say, “Well, how do I walk, then?” In verse 7, he tells us with ten imperatives. He gives us ten aorist imperatives, ten commands
1. James 4:7a   7a Submit therefore to God
We have been walking in independence from God. Come back and submit to God. The Greek word is hupotasso, which means “to come under” Him, to arrange ourselves under God.
2. James 4:7b-11    Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
Here is our third enemy. The devil is over here trying to pull us toward him. He is the one in charge of the world. He is the one who is trying to lead us into sin. So “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”
3. James 4:8a     8a Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
This means look, here is all the flesh, all the worldliness, it means turn back to God. Make a definite turn back to God. We have reined ourselves under, now turn back to Him. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” That is a promise. We say, “I can’t draw near to Him. I have sinned against Him!” Wait a minute! He gives more grace!
Romans 5:20b   20b but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,
So when we come back and we draw near to Him, we can know this, He will draw near to us.
4. James 4:8b     8b Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and
5.  James 4:8c     8c purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
When we draw back to Him, there is going to have to be a cleansing. There is going to have to be a purification.  Remember, he is writing this to Jews. All of this goes back to the Old Testament. These are ceremonial things that the Jews would so before they went to worship God. To “draw near to God” was a ceremonial term that meant “start to worship God.” That is so important. If we have been away from God, in conflict with God, we need to start to worship Him. Just sit down and spend some time in praise and adoration. Then, “cleansing your hands” was a ceremonial thing that the Jews did. And then “purify their hearts.” That was a ceremonial thing that the Jews. If we go to Psalm 24:4, we will see about lifting up hands to the LORD, which means our clean hands and holy hands.
Psalm 24:4   4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully.
Then he says
6. James 4:9a       9a Be  miserable and 
7. James 4:9b       9b mourn and 
8. James 4:9c       9c weep;
9. James 4:9d       9d let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.  
10. James 4:10      10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.
What is all that? It is a Godly sorrow that leads to salvation.
2 Corinthians 7:10  10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.
In other words, we are sorry we got caught, sorry that we are paying the consequences, but we keep on heading towards death. And there is a Godly sorrow that leads to repentance, that leads to life. And that is what he is calling for in James 4:9. 
If we felt far away from God, if we felt far away, in conflict with humanity, we need to go back and look inside and see what pleasure, what desire has led us astray. Then say, “God, I’ve been astray. I’m coming back. I’m submitting under You. I’m under You, now, God, and I’m going to stand under you. I’m going to resist the devil. I’m not going to keep following him.” Then I am going to draw near to God in worship because He is everything. He is the Ultimate. As we draw near to God in worship, He is going to draw near to us. Then we are going to, in His Presence, see Him for Who He is, see where we have been, see what we have caused. Then we are going to have a good old mourning. We are going to weep, to mourn, to cleanse our hands, and we are going to be right with the LORD. If we do that, we will find that intimacy restored. That is with God! Then we are not going to go out and start speaking against our brother and judging our brother because the commandments hang on two things: 
1. loving God and 
2. loving humanity as ourselves; 
in other words, treating humanity as we would want to be treated.

So that is the cure for separation form God. Let us pray.

Father, than You for Your Word. Thank You, Father, for its cleansing power. Thank You that it is alive. In Your Name we pray. Amen. 
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