James
 Lesson 14
Life’s Not Fair . . . But Be Patient, the Lord is Coming
Life is not fair. That is what we are saying, and Kay wants to tell us that we are right. Life is not fair. We say, “Neither are people! People are not fair.” Kay wants to tell us that we are right. People are not fair. She knows that it is hard, and that a lot of us are suffering, and a lot of us are hurting because people are not doing what they ought to be doing. Because they are not being fair and are not living they way they ought to live. Because of that, life does not seem fair. She can understand all of that and she has a word for us from the Lord. That is “Be patient. The Lord is coming.” That is the message in this last chapter of James. 
As James draws his epistle to an end, he brings it to a close by reminding his readers that the Lord is coming, and when He comes, this time He is coming as Judge. He reminds them of the necessity for patient endurance and the necessity for prayer. That is what we are going to be looking at in these last two lessons on James.
Twice in James epistle, James has referred to the rich man.
James 1:9-10  9 But let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position;  10 and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.
In other words, if we are rich, and life has not been fair, or something has happened to us, or somebody has undercut us, or somehow, for some reason, we have lost our riches, he says glory in that. Glory in that humbling process. Glory in that process that has brought us low. Glory in it because it has reminded us of the temporality of life, here and now. In that humiliation, probably where we have run like mad into the arms of the God because we did not know where to run, otherwise. Look at what he says in verse eleven:
James 1:11  11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; and its flower falls off, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.
We have heard the saying, although it is not Bible words, “you can’t take it with you.” We are dust, and back to dust we will go. Those riches are not going to go with us. The kings and the pharaohs built their tombs, their pyramids and put all their riches in there. Tribes all over the world where missionaries have gone, have found graves where they buried the dead, and killed the wife, or killed a maid, or somebody to be as servant to them, and put in food and riches. But none of those could they take with them because death ends all fleshly life connections, but death is not the end of it all. This is what we will see as we look at James. 
When we looked at James 1 thirteen weeks ago, we saw that this passage was right in the midst of trials. In the midst of trials, God turns to the rich and He says, “If you have been humiliated, then you are to rejoice because it shows you the temporality of things.

In James 2:1-7 he mentions the rich, again. When he mentions the rich, he is speaking to “my brethren.” In James 1:2 he says 
James 1:2   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,
James 2:1   1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
Then, he talks about showing favor to the rich and maybe saying,, “Excuse me, Bob. You’ve got on jeans. Would you mind going to the back? A man just . . . no, I’m not serious . . . . This is Bob’s first time here. Welcome! You’ve been inaugurated. That’s what happens to everybody that sits on the front row.” Anyway, it would be like Kay saying to Bob, because he is dressed in jeans (now jeans are very stylish), but bringing up some man that is dressed in a silk suit and  putting him up here and moving Bob because that man is richer than Kay thinks Bob is.  What he is saying is Christians cannot show favoritism. We are not to show favoritism between the rich and the poor. So he comes down and says
James 2:6   6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?
He is saying, “It is the rich people that are putting you down, keeping you poor, oppressing us, and that have the money to take you into court and get all of your last little bit of savings, and you are  honoring them?” He says, “You are not to be that way! You are  not to be a respecter of persons.” He is also saying, “ I am not, then, to put down the rich, either.” But then we come to James 5:1 and come to the second “come now.” It could also be translated, “Listen to me.”
James 4:13   13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit."
James 5:1a  1a Come now, you rich,
Kay wants us to see in this passage, James 5:1-6, is that he does not refer to them as brethren. He does not give a “rosy future” for them. There is no indication in what he says in verses 1 through 6 that would indicate that these people are saved. He is now turning to the rich, again.
James 5:1a  1a Come now, you rich, weep and howl
This word for “howl” means “wail out loud.” Weep can mean to say it out loud; it can be an audible weeping. But this “howl” is a definite wailing. We may have heard people wail because of their misery. We may have seen people in Rumania on TV just howling in their misery. They were hurting. It was a blood-bath. It is the same as the word “howl” used in the text. “Weep” and “howl” are in the present tense.  Keep on weeping. Keep on howling. Why?
James 5:1b  1b for your miseries which are coming upon you.
There is misery coming and you ought to start weeping and howling right now! 
James 5:2-4  2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten.  3 Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!  4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.
In other words, you have been out there, you poor men, working in the fields,, under the oppression of the rich people. These rich people are treating you like slaves; they are oppressing you, not giving you a fair wage for your day’s earnings, who are withholding your wages so that they can gain interest in the bank. These people that have been oppressed are crying out to the LORD of [Sabaoth]. And the LORD of [Sabaoth], God, [Yahweh] has heard their cry. And because their cry has come into His ears, this is what James says, 
James 5:4b-5 4b the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure;
It is a “wanton pleasure” lifestyle where money is wasted. It would be like paying one hundred dollars just to eat the tongues of hummingbirds. That became a delicacy, Kay believes, during the days of the Roman empire. They were just trying to find something new and delightful. Knowing how small a hummingbird is we can imagine what its tongue is like. Their tongues are really tiny! This is wanton pleasure, buying more and more and more. It is like Imelda Marcos from the Philippines, who just had all those clothes and all those shoes that she could not possibly wear. They were in her closet, and all those people in the Philippines were suffering. This is the “wanton pleasure” that he is talking about.
 James 5:5-6  5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  6 You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you..
All the way through James, he has been talking to the brethren. Why, all of a sudden, does he stop and say “Come, now, you rich?” Because what we read here does not describe a true Christian, so why does he do this? Kay believes he is issuing a warning, to the ungodly rich (Kay believes we can be rich and be Godly), almost as a comfort to the Godly brethren who have been treated unfairly. He is going to give us a contrast. He is going to show us the end of the rich person. He has just shown us that. He fattens his heart for the day of slaughter; the miseries are going to come upon him. He has just given us a future judgment and  miseries of the rich person. Now, what he will do with his readers, because has been calling them to righteousness in the midst of trials. He has been explaining that the trials through which they have been going are going to make them into the image of Jesus Christ. They are going to make them perfect and complete. He has been calling them to put away the lusts of the flesh and to not yield to temptation; to not only be hearers of the Word, but doers also; to live by the Royal Law, by the Law of Love that tells them to keep God’s commandments and love his brother as himself, and love Jesus. He has told them about a faith without works that is dead. He has called then, in chapter 3, not to be “many teachers” [sic]. He has warned them about their tongue  and how they talk. He has told the about the wisdom from above and the wisdom from beneath. He has told them, in chapter 4, that they are to stop their quarreling and their fighting; that they are quarrelling and fighting because they have desires that are not being fulfilled, and they see these rich people having their desires being fulfilled. So he has told them, “Stop quarreling.” He says, “Don’t you know that you have not because you ask not!” He has said, “You adulteresses. don’t you know that friendship with the world is enmity with God” (James 4:4) .Then he has told them to stop judging and that there is One Judge. In all of this, he is bringing us now, to the point where he is telling them, “Don’t plan your life. Let God plan your life. Go where God says. If the Lord wills, I will do this. If the Lord does not will, I will not do this. Do not make plans independent of God.”
Now, he turns and it is almost like, after all these exhortations, here are these rich people over here that seem to have no troubles, that seem to get preference by Christians so that Christians are honoring them above the poor brethren, and he is telling them not to go after the things of this world, and not to commit spiritual adultery by loving the world. So they are standing there and saying, “Yeah, but look at the rich.”
So it seems like what he says is “Okay, so let us look at the rich. And let us look at the end of the life of the rich man who has pursued his riches and has not pursued God. Let us look at his life. I want you to know. Hear what I am saying. I am saying, ‘Oh, howl and wail, rich man for the miseries that are coming upon you!’” And then he says, “Listen! God has not been deaf to the cries of His people. God has not been blind to the state of this people and what the rich man has done. God knows all of this.” So then he turns in verse 7 to the brethren: 
James 5:7a  7a Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord 
The brethren should be patient because he is saying, “Allright. The ungodly rich man is going to get his due, so be patient. God is not deaf. He has heard your cries.
James 5:7  7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.
The farmer does not come along, throw the seed in the ground and say to his wife the next day, “Go out and get the tomatoes.” He does not say, “Oh, the price of tomatoes are up. So I  am going to go out and sow tomatoes. I will make a killing in the market right now.” It is going to take time for the tomatoes to grow, time for the little green hard things to come out, the flowers, and then the green hard things. Then they are going to get bigger and bigger, and less green and less green, and more red and more red. And then they will be done. The farmer has to wait. He cannot see how the market is going, throw in the seed and reap a crop the next day; the farmer waits. He is using the farmer as an illustration for us. What he is pointing to, with the farmer, is the same thing he is pointing to all along—he is pointing to the harvest. He has shown what the ungodly rich are going to have as their harvest. He is going to show us that the Lord of the harvest has been listening to our cries, and he says
James 5:8   8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
He just mentioned “the coming of the Lord” again, pointing them to the end of time because it is at the end of time that the reward comes. James has been calling them to a righteous lifestyle. 
James 5:19-20   19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back,  20 let him know that he  who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
What James’ little epistle is all about is showing us how we might stray off the path and what the path of righteousness is like so that we get back on it, because at the end of the path is a reward; there may be judgment or there may be eternal life. That is what he is pointing them to. As he points them to it, he tells them how they are to live. In verses 8 to 11, he is  showing them some exhortations:
James 5:8-9a  8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  9a Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; 
When we are out there in the field, do not say, “Oh this awful, awful rich man that is over me! I just wish….” Do not complain. 
James 5:9  9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.
He is saying, “the Judge is standing right at the door” because they are living in the last days. If we would go back to creation, and we would come up to the cross of Jesus Christ, we would have approximately (if we follow Biblical chronology) we have approximately four thousand years that have been accounted for. Now, we have been living almost two thousand years and he says, “, the Judge is standing right at the door.” The Lord is coming. When Jesus Christ left this earth, He left from the Mount of Olives. When Jesus Christ went up into heaven, the angel said,
 [KJV] Acts 1:11   11 “Which also said, ‘Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."

Zechariah 14 says that when He comes, He is going to land on the Mount of Olives; the same place he left is where He will land. 
Zechariah 14:4   4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.
He is coming again. The first time, he came as the Suffering Savior. He came, as John says, as the Lamb of God Who came to take away the sins of the world. He came because whoever commits sin is the slave of sin. Humanity walks in independence from God and  begins sinning in specific areas. He might sin in the area of adultery, or homosexuality, or murder, or lying. He might sin in all these areas. As he commits that sin over and over again, he is bound tighter and tighter, so that he becomes a slave of sin. There is only One Who can set them free. Only God can set them free. 
John 8:36   36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
But, the only way He can set you free is because Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for us. Jesus became the sinner for us all. He came as the Suffering Savior, the Lamb Who would be the substitute sacrifice for our sins. Jesus is “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” [John 1:29 ] That Lamb was resurrected from the dead because God was happy and satisfied (propitiated) with the sacrifice of Jesus Christ . It satisfied His Holiness, His Righteousness. Therefore, God could pardon humanity and then God took Jesus up. But,
 [KJV] Acts 1:11b  11b “ this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
is coming again, in like manner. And when He comes, this time, He will come down to earth and He will set up His kingdom on earth, where He sill rule and reign over this earth as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and Very God of Very God. It is prophesied throughout the Old Testament. That is what the Jews were looking for and that is why they missed Him as the Suffering Savior. He is coming again. When He comes, in the second coming, He is going to judge all the nations of this earth. Then, at the end of the thousand year reign, fire is going to come down out of heaven and destroy the present heaven and the present earth. Then we will have a great white throne coming down out of heaven and all mankind will be brought up from the bowels of hell. All those who have not received the Lord Jesus Christ will be brought up from the bowels of hell and stand at that great white throne of judgment and they will be judged because they refused to acknowledge God as God. 
Romans 1:21-27   21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.  24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.  26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural,  27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.
This is why we have AIDS! It was introduced by the homosexual activities of men that had rejected God. Now it is spread to tiny innocent babies. 

Kay tells of a news item she and her husband saw one evening about the orphanages in Romania. Every woman in Romania was required to have five children, whether she was married or single. She had to go every month to the doctor for an examination and if she was not pregnant, then she was punished. So they had the orphanages full of these little children because there was a man by the name of [Nicolae] Ceauşescu and his wife, 
Elena, who lived luxuriously and fattened their hearts until the day of slaughter, who oppressed the whole of Romania and just gave an elite securidad, securitas, force of secret police the treasures that they wanted to share with them in order to keep them under their thumb, and in order to get them to do their dirty work. And in Romania they cried out to the Lord of the harvest. Kay asks if we know where a lot of Ceauşescu’s secret police came from and why they were in such allegiance to him. It was because they came from the orphanages, had no parents to whom they could align themselves or give their allegiance.  In those orphanages they found out that one out of three Romanian babies has AIDS. Kay asks, “Why all of this?” She answers, “Because when men knew God, they glorified Him not as God.  So it says that God let those homosexuals and lesbians have, (within them) receive, within themselves, the due penalty for their error. They sin against their own body and this is a judgment. 
We  think of God as a God of love, and yes, He is a God of love. He “so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son” [John 3:16]. He loved us when we were enemies, when we were ungodly, when we were unholy, when we were sinners. He loved us in all the cesspool of our sin. But that love will not allow us to continue in sin; that love rescued us from sin. James is showing us that it rescues us and then this is the kind of life that we are to live. If we have true faith, then we will live according to the principles and precepts of God’s Word, and James lays down a lot of those. But then he show us that God is a God of love, but we cannot stop there. 
He has made provision for every human being in the face of this earth. There is not one heathen on any corner of this world that would ever cry out, “God, I want to know You” but that God would not move heaven and earth to get someone there to tell them that He is God and that He has sent His Son. There are stories, over and over, again. This God of love is also a God of wrath. He is a Judge. What he is telling these people in James is, Look,! There is a day of reckoning. There is a day of howling. There is a day of misery. We ought to start weeping and howling, now, because of what is going to come. For all eternity, we are going to exist; whether in heaven with God, or in hell. Hell gives up the dead and then they are cast into the lake of fire, where the Scripture says the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched. So, for all eternity, they will be in torment in hell, crying out, “Why, why, why didn’t I believe?”
He is saying, “Okay, you rich man. You live as if there is no God, as if this is it, as if there is no life after death. You suppressed other men made, God says, ‘In My Image.’” This is why murder is wrong. That is why murder has capital punishment to it because in Genesis He tells us that man was made in God’s image.
Genesis 9:6  6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.”
Therefore if man is destroyed by an animal, the animal is to be destroyed. If man is destroyed by man, the man is to be put to death because man was made in God’s Image. We have to remember that the way we treat one another is the way we are treating those who have been made in God’s Image. The Judge is at the door and this is what he wants them to see. He is talking to people living under the New Covenant and what he is saying to them is, “Look, little Christian. No matter what happens to you during this time, I want you to remember, you’re in the last days. It’s almost over. I want you to remember, the Lord is coming. I want you to remember that when He comes, He is the Judge. And I want you to strengthen your heart. I want you to be patient. The Lord is coming.
James 5:8-10   8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.  10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
He opens this epistle with suffering and he closes it with suffering. Remember these Old Testament prophets. Remember that they suffered, also. 
James 5:10-11  10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
It is not how we start the race; it is how we finish it. There are many people that have professed Christ and have started to run. They have started to run and then they have just gotten lax, so they thought, “Aw, this is silly,” and they have come off the track. They never really were born again, if they do not finish the race! By that Kay is talking about holding fast to their confession of hope, as Hebrews says.
Hebrews 10:23   23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;
1 John 2:19   19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.
What he is saying is if we are really, truly born again, there is a continuance of the profession of faith. 

James 5:10-11   10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
Job started out a rich man. When his riches were taken away from him, he gloried in his humiliation. And Job never gave up his faith. Even though he had friends that did not understand and told him it was because he was not righteous. He was a righteous man. There was none more righteous, God said, than Job. But, Job did not turn his back on God when the going got rough. Then James says this:
James 5:11   11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
How did Job end?
Job 42:1-2, 5  1 Then Job answered the LORD and said,  2 "I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted. 
5 "I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; But now my eye sees You;  
In all my trials, God, I have seen what You are really like. People who have suffered and have not become bitter, but have endured, are people that really know God more intimately. 
Job 42:6  6 Therefore I retract, And I repent in dust and ashes."  
Then he has to pray or his friends.
Job 42:10,12a  10 The LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, and the LORD increased all that Job had twofold.    12a The LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; 
What he is showing us here is Job’s end. And what he is calling these Christians to do in James is he says, “There is an end coming,  a day of reward. There is a day of judgment for the unjust, but there is a day of reward for you.” That is what he is calling them to in James.
In light of that, Kay wants us to see what God says about riches, bit not in great depth. She asks if there is anything wrong with being rich. Kay assures us there is nothing wrong with being rich. Being poor is not the issue. It is our vertical relationship with God and our horizontal relationship with humanity. The two commandments on which all the Law hangs are 

Matthew 22:37-39  37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  38 "This is the great and foremost commandment.  39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'
The rich were not loving God, and they were not loving their neighbor. That is obvious from what he says here. But we can be poor and not love God or your neighbor. We can be so poor that we want to be rich, and so go after our riches. And in going after our riches, we deny God in order to get our wealth, and go after the wealth of other people. In Proverbs 30:7-9, he shows us a prayer of this man that wrote this chapter.
Proverbs 30:7-8  7 Two things I asked of You, Do not refuse me before I die:  8 Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion,
Not somebody else’s portion. I am not going to measure how I am going to live according to how the Jones are living, or how the Christians are living. Give me my portion.
Proverbs 30: 9a    9a That I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the LORD?" 
“Lest I be full and deny Thee.” This is the problem with riches. When we are rich, many times we cease to see our need for God. We do not have to pray, “Father, give us this day our daily bread” because we have it all lined up for the rest of our life.
Proverbs 30: 9    9 That I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the LORD?" Or that I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God.
This is his concern: it is how we live.
When we are rich, there is a tendency to be independent of God. The root of all sin is 
Isaiah 53:6   6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
The root of all sin is us walking our own way. When ewe are rich, we have a tendency to forget God, if we are not careful.

Matthew 6:19-20   19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;”
In James 5:2-3, what have the rich done?
James 5:2-3  2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten.  3 Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!
The last days begin with Christ’s first coming and they go through to Christ’s second coming. He says, “In these last days, when you were to be denying yourself and taking up your cross and following Him, you were keeping up treasures. In Matthew 6 He is telling us we are not to be laying up treasures upon earth. What they have done is they have stored up, hoarded up things that they did not need. Kay asks us if we have clothes in our closet that we are not wearing. Little moths can get into them and they can nibble and leave holes. We pull that gorgeous coat or that child’s coat that we have been saving all these years, out of the closet and it is ruined and we cannot use it anyway. There was some child that needed a coat all those years, and would have liked a nice coat.

What he is saying here is these rich people have been storing things up and not using them. It is not as if they got something they could use or need. But they have just been getting more and more and more of the same thing. They are rusting or being eaten by moth, or stolen. And he says, “This is where your treasure is.” And he says, “Don’t lay up your treasure here on earth.”
Matthew 6:24  24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

He is talking about riches. We cannot serve God and riches.
Matthew 6:25a  25a "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink;”
He says do not be anxious for those things because we have a Father. The Father takes care of the sparrows. Look at the lilies. Have you seen anything dressed more gorgeously than those lilies? Look at how he clothes the lilies, and the lilies are here today and gone tomorrow! If God made them gorgeous and God takes care of them, is He not going to take care of you? This is what He is saying, “You can’t serve God and mammon.”
Matthew 6:31-33  31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' 32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”
because God is going to our needs, not our greeds. 
Colossians 3:5  5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.
It is idolatry because it causes us to worship something else; to put something else in the place of God. God is our Father. He  wants to supply all of our needs. This does not mean that we sit down and do not work and say, “God is going to supply all my needs” because in II Thessalonians it says
II Thessalonians 3:10  10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.
Matthew 6:34   34 "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
I Timothy 6:6-10  6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment.  7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  8 And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.  9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.
He is warning us about riches and now He is showing us the end of a man that pursues wealth. We are living in a day and age in America where there is a lot of prosperity teaching; teaching that says, “God wants you wealthy. You’re King’s kids, you’re to live like King’s kids.” We do not see that in James. We do not see that in the Word of God.  It is not the whole counsel of God. But in Psalm 73, this man is distressed with God.

Psalm 73:1-3  1 A Psalm of Asaph. Surely God is good to Israel, To those who are pure in heart!  2 But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling, My steps had almost slipped.  3 For I was envious of the arrogant As I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
What Kay thinks James is saying is, “Look. You’re looking at those rich men. You’re in danger of being envious. I don’t want you to be envious. You’re living in the last days. The Judge is coming. These rich men are going to stand before God. They’re going to be cast into the Lake of Fire. So I just want you to be patient. I want you to endure. I want you to remember Job. I want  you to strengthen your heart and that’s what you are been doing, as you study the Word of God; you’re strengthening your heart, you’re taking care of the inner man. You take care of the inner man and God will provide for the outer man.
Psalm 73:3a,4-6  3a For I was envious  4 For there are no pains in their death, And their body is fat.  5 They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like mankind.  6 Therefore pride is their necklace; 
He talks about how these men say, “Oh God doesn’t know what’s going on.”
Psalm 73:15  15 If I had said, "I will speak thus," Behold, I would have betrayed the generation of Your children.  16 When I pondered to understand this, It was troublesome in my sight  17 Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end.
We come into the sanctuary of God so we can get the right perspective on everything in life; right here, in the Word and in prayer. This is where we get a true perspective on life.
Psalm 73:18-20  18 Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction.  19 How they are destroyed in a moment! They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!  20 Like a dream when one awakes, O Lord, when aroused, You will despise their form.
 Why? Because they went after riches instead of  going after God. And in going after riches, they suppressed these people and the cries of these people have come unto the LORD of  Sabaoth, and He is about to Judge them.
Psalm 73:21-28  21 When my heart was embittered And I was pierced within,  22 Then I was senseless and ignorant; I was like a beast before You.  23 Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my right hand.  24 With Your counsel You will guide me, And afterward receive me to glory.  25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  27 For, behold, those who are far from You will perish; You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful to You.  28 But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, That I may tell of all Your works.
When we run and make Him our refuge, and we see Him supply our needs, and we see Him care for us, what a message we have. Do not we like to hear those messages of how God undertook. We must remember what we are to pursue: we are to pursue God and holiness, and righteousness. That is what James is talking about: not to pursue riches. We must be patient  and endure. The Lord’s coming is at hand. When He comes this time, He is coming as the righteous Judge. The question is, where will we be when He comes? Will we be one of His own? Or, will we be one who will hear, “Depart from Me, you accursed, into everlasting fire?” God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. Will we not have a change of mind about Who Jesus is and will we not come to Him and say, “My Lord and my God” and bow the knee. If we will, we become one of His own. Let us pray.
Father, You tell us to examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith, or not. Father, may we examine ourselves over these next days. In You Name we pray. Amen
Supplemental Information
Lesson 14
NOTE: These additional notes are not presented as a part of Kay Arthur’s excellent presentation, but are offered to you as a supplement to your studies, to widen your knowledge.
∙ On page 4, Kay talks of Romanian orphanages. Here is a copy of part of a Wikipedia article on the dictator and his policy regarding birth and fertility rate:
The 1966 decree
In 1966, the Ceauşescu regime reversed the 1957 decree permitting abortion, and introduced other policies to increase birth rate and fertility rate - including a special tax amounting to between ten and twenty percent on the incomes of men and women who remained childless after the age of twenty-five, whether married or single. The inability to procreate due to medical reasons did not make a difference. Abortion was permitted only in cases where the woman in question was over forty-two, or already the mother of four (later five) children. Mothers of at least five children would be entitled to significant benefits, while mothers of at least ten children were declared heroine mothers; few women ever sought this status, the average Romanian family having two to three children (see Demographics of Romania).[5] Furthermore, a considerable number of women either died or were maimed during clandestine abortions.[6]
The government also targeted rising divorce rates and made divorce much more difficult - it was decreed that a marriage could be dissolved only in exceptional cases. By the late 1960s, the population began to swell, accompanied by rising poverty and increased homelessness (street children) in the urban areas. In turn, a new problem was created by uncontrollable child abandonment, which swelled the orphanage population (See Cighid) and facilitated a rampant AIDS epidemic in the late 1980s - created by the regime's refusal to acknowledge the existence of the disease, and its unwillingness to allow for any HIV test to be carried out.[7]
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