James
 Lesson 15
Does the Prayer of Faith Always Work?
Does the prayer of faith always work? James says that the prayer of faith will heal the sick. Does it always heal the sick? Kay remembers when a man called her about James 5, telling her, “It says, right here, that the prayer of faith will heal the sick. But, God doesn’t always heal the sick. Is the Word true, or is the Word not true?” It is a very legitimate question.
Kay goes on to tell the story about a very young boy who had “brittle diabetes.” He had to have his insulin a couple times a day. He had to be watched very carefully, regarding his diet. They had to check his urine to see if he was spilling sugar. Kay’s father became a diabetic, later on in life. This family went to a series of services at church and a man had come who was teaching that if you would simply pray and believe God, and make a positive confession of faith and hold to that confession that it was in the atonement, guaranteed and promised to every single believer that they would be healed. There was no reason for any true child of God to have any kind of an illness. They listened to what this man said and they listened to the Scriptures whatever little or much that he used. His theology was that if one would make a positive confession that they believed Jesus Christ had healed them, and they would stand by that, then they would be healed. If any were sick, then it was their fault because it was a lack of faith on their part.
He gave an invitation, so to speak, for the people to respond to this truth and this family went up to the front and they claimed, before the church, the Lord’s healing for their son, who was a diabetic. They went home, that night, and the child went to bed. In the morning he got up and the father and the mother were sitting in the kitchen, all excited. The kid went in to get his cereal for breakfast and he reached for the sugar bowl and said, “I can use this, now, can’t I, because I am healed, right?”
And they said, “That’s right. We have claimed your healing, and God has healed you.”

He said, “If I am healed, then I can eat sugar.” So he just took the sugar and sprinkled it, in great quantities on top of the cereal. Kids love sugar. He did that and he parents got up, and he said, “If I’m healed, then I don’t have to take my insulin, right?”

They said, “That’s right. You don’t have to take your insulin because you are healed.” This was on a Friday. So they took the insulin and they threw it in the trash. They got rid of it. They got rid of the insulin syringes. The boy went along and he just ate a lot of sugar that day because he was healed. 
The boy began to have bad stomach pains and he was crying and telling his mom and dad that he had bad stomach pains. They listened to what he was saying and they said, “The devil is just trying to attack us. The devil is coming against us.” They just stood against the devil. They called some of the women from the church and some of their friends, and they came over and they prayed and they rebuked Satan and stood against Satan and they just claimed this boy’s healing.

The next day, the boy was getting really, really sick and they called the pastor. The pastor came over and said, “I really think you ought to give him his insulin.”
And they said, “Oh no, pastor. Oh no, pastor. Where is your faith? What are you trying to tell us? Where is your faith? Don’t you believe God? We believe God. God is going to heal him. This is just a test of our faith.” And they watched that little boy cry in agony and get sicker and sicker until he began to slip into a diabetic coma. The women gathered there in the house were praising the LORD claiming His healing. Those parents really had faith. They really believed in their hearts, with all their being, that God had healed their son. They had prayed and they were taking God at His word and God had healed their son. They just thought that this was a warfare when the boy went into this coma, more and more, deeper and deeper, into this diabetic coma. They just said, “If he dies, God’s going to raise him from the dead.” They would not do anything to get that child insulin that could have saved his life. And the boy died.
When the boy died, of course they had to report it to the authorities. They took him to the funeral home. They kept him in the house as long as they could and they would not take off his shoes because God was going to do a greater miracle: God was going to raise him from the dead. As a matter of fact, when they went to the funeral home, they said, “You can’t take off his shoes because he’s going to need his shoes on when God raises him from the dead. They believed, with all their being, in their hearts and in their minds, that God had allowed this because God wanted to work a greater miracle! They called the newspapers and publicized it, “Come to the funeral and see the resurrection of their son.” But their son was never resurrected. 
Their son was buried and they were taken to jail, and then they were put on trial. And they were convicted of murdering their son. They had prayed a prayer. It was a prayer of faith, but it did not heal their sick son. What was wrong? Did God lie? Did God deceive them? Is the Word of God not true? Or had they misunderstood the Word of  God? Had they ripped a verse out of its context, out of the context of its immediate setting, out of the context of the whole Word of God, out of the context of everything God teaches about prayer? Had they ripped it out of context? Had they listened to man’s interpretation and not getting God’s interpretation? Later on they would tell that it was not God Who had failed; it was them. Their faith was in the words that they heard from the preacher, and that their faith was a presumptuous kind of faith that was not based on a real and true understanding of the Word of God.

Some would say, “Oh no. Oh no. Somewhere along the line, somebody made a negative confession and because they made a negative confession, their son is dead.” 

There is a church in Atlanta, years ago when Kay was teaching in Atlanta, somebody died in the congregation. The pastor stood and looked at the people and said, “I want you to know that this woman is dead because somebody I this church has made a negative confession.” That woman has cancer. She was at the hospital. The children would call her, “How are you, mother?”

“I’m just fine. I’m healed. God’s going to bring me home.”

The children were saying, “Mama’s healed. God’s going to bring her home.” And when they would call, instead of saying, “Pray for her. She’s going through a rough time. Pray for her because” of this or that, they were not allowed to say anything that was a negative confession. Because she died, the pastor said, “I don’t want anything like this to ever happen in this church, again.” In other words, no more deaths because of illness because he felt that it was against the Word of God.

From the beginning to the end of James, James is talking about a real faith, a genuine faith that manifests itself in its works. In the final verses of the book of James, he calls us to turn to God in two ways:
1. in prayer, and

2. in praise
He calls us to commune with God in prayer and in praise. He is going to show us that faith that works is going to learn to communicate with God over, or about, every situation in life. 

James 5:13a   13a Is anyone among you suffering? 
This word for “suffering” means “enduring hardship, experiencing misfortune, experiencing calamity.” Then he says, “Let him pray.” If we are experiencing suffering, or calamity, or going through a hard time, we are to pray.
James 5:13b   13b   Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises.
Is everything wonderful? Are we just really happy; no trials, suffering, or calamity at this time, we are to not forget God. Let him “sing praises;” communicate with God.
James 5:14a   14a Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church 
This word for “sick” is astheneo. The “a” prefix means “to be without” strength. So he is talking about a “sick” sick, not about having the sniffles.
James 5:14-15   14 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.
It sounds like that young boy should never have died.
James 5:16a   16a Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer 
The King James Version reads “The effectual fervent prayer.” It is a bad translation. But it is “the effective prayer,” the energized prayer, the working prayer. 
James 5:16b-18   16b The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.  17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months.  18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit.
In every verse, from verse 13 all the way through verse 18, “prayer” is mentioned in every single verse. We can see that James is taking us to prayer. If we go to Acts 6:4, we will see that in the early days of the ministry of the church was becoming established, that the Apostles had to make some decisions. The disciples increased in number, there was a conflict between the Hellenistic (Greek) Jews that had been raised in another part of the world at that time and the native Hebrews. They were trying to solve this debate, so they said they would choose elders, men of spirit and wisdom who they could put in charge of this task. Why?
Acts 6:4   4 "But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
When James opens up, in the first chapter of James, his emphasis is on the Word of God.
James 1:19-20   19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.
As we hear truth, we must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger.
James 1:21-23  21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.  22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;
Then, he goes on and talks about the Word. Then, in chapter 2, his emphasis is faith and he talks about not being a respecter of persons, but hold our faith in our glorious Lord, with a proper attitude. Then he talks about faith that is real. James has covered faith and the Word. Now, he is bringing our emphasis to prayer and he has told us to ask. In James 1:5,6 he has told us to ask in faith if we do not know how to handle the trial. In James 4:2, he has told us that we have not because we ask not, and how we are to ask. But now, he is talking about communing with God in these various situations of life. As we look at this, Kay wants us to see is what he tells us. He tells us that if we are suffering, we are to pray. If we are cheerful, we are to sing praises. If we are sick, we are to go and call the elders.
James 5:14   14 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;
To “call for the elders” is an aorist tense, middle voice, imperative mood. An imperative is a command. Because this is in the aorist tense, this is a command which is a possibility dependant upon the will of the one addressed. It stresses the action as a whole. He is telling the person who is sick what he can do. If you are sick, then you can call. It is in the middle voice, in which the subject produces the action and participates in the result. So the action is related intimately to the subject. So, we are to call on the elders and in this calling on the elders, we are going to participate in the result of calling upon the elders. So, he is saying, here, “Allright, if you are sick, you call for the elders. And when you call for the elders of the church….” 

Kay wants to point out that it is very important for us to belong to a local congregation. God has designed and set up the church, which is the body of Jesus Christ. We come from a number of different churches and denominations. We are charismatic and non-charismatic, Protestant, Catholic, a variety of people and if we have Jesus Christ in us, we are bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh. We are part of the church. Yet, there is the local church, too, where we have the elders who rule and the deacons who serve. We meet together and share and praise the Lord together. We are taught and equipped for the work of the ministry. We share in common and have fellowship, one with another. Kay wants us to see this and wants us to know that God raised up Precepts, not to be its own entity. God raised up Precepts to be a tool for believers to use to help equip the saints for the work of the ministry. It is a tool for missions, churches, those who are in circumstances where they are in a church and it is the only church around, but do not have a church where they are not being taught the Word of God. So it is a means by which we learn the Word of God, but it is never ever to be a substitute for the church and it is never intended for you to clean your pastor’s plow with it. It is not for that intention.
What he is saying here is “Are you sick? Then call for the elders and let them pray for you and anoint you with oil.” Kay had pneumonia and had to go to the doctor. She wanted Tommy to be the first one to know that they had come up with this diagnosis. She was out and he was catering for her church, so Kay went over to tell him that she had pneumonia so he would not have to hear it from anyone else. She went over to the kitchen to tell him that and some of the elders were around. So Kay asked them to pray for her and anoint her with oil. They did not have any oil, so they did it without the oil. They had a prayer meeting and asked God to heal her.
So this is what he is saying: “Are you sick? Then you call for the elders. The elders don’t come knocking on your door and say, ‘I heard that you were sick and we have come to pray for you.’” The one who is sick, Kay believes, is the one where the faith is originating, although the elders pray. 
James 5:14   14 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;
Pray is an imperative. Let us look at the word “oil.” There are two words for “oil.” The first one is “chiro” and the other is “aleipho.” The word for oil, here, is the latter one. This word can be used for the oil that is used for consecrating something or the oil that is used for healing. When he says, “let them call for the elders and let them anoint him with oil,” Kay believes this is simply a consecration of that person, in the Name of the Lord, for healing because it says, “The prayer of faith will heal the sick, not the anointing oil.” Kay does not believe he is talking about medicine here, and that the oil is effective in the healing. She believes it is just a symbol of what that prayer is all about, consecrating that person to the LORD. 
Kay tells of how many times she has sat in her hairdresser, Marshall’s, chair and loves the Lord. He is such an example to her of a Godly man. He loves the Lord, He cares about his wife. He prays for his wife. They moved there just to be under Precepts Ministries. They were traveling around, seeing where God wanted them to be. They came to a conference and Kay says she was a mess, not having any time to get her hair cut. Jan Silvius came up to her and said, “You really need a haircut.” 
Kay said, “I know, but I am so busy with this conference, the studying and everything.”

She said, “You’ve got the best hairdresser around, right here.”

Kay replied, “Oh? Who?”

“Marshall.” So he went up into the house and cut her hair. He and Lois moved there and they have just been dear friends of the ministry. He prays with every one of his customers. He does not give a permanent, or cut hair, Jew or Gentile, until he prays with them. And he counsels in that chair. Many times when Kay has been sick, or weak, or ready to go out on a trip, he prays and he intercedes. When she gets home, he will call and ask, “How did it go?” He will carry his little bottle of anointing oil with him. He will get it out and put a little on her head, making a little sign of a cross and just pray for “his sister.” He calls her his “precious sister” and will pray for her. Kay believes it is an anointing oil and it is in the Name of the LORD.
One of the names of the LORD is “Jehovah raphah”, “the LORD Who Heals.” In Exodus 15, the Israelites had just come out of Egypt, crossed the Red Sea, Pharaoh and his boys have drowned in the sea. Moses has sung this wonderful song, and Miriam (the prophetess) has danced (Kay is convinced we are going to get to dance in heaven). Then, in verse 22, they come to the waters of Marah where the waters are very bitter. He sees the bitter waters, he cries to God and God tells him to put a tree into those bitter waters and it says
Exodus 15:25c-26   25c there He tested them. 26 And He said, "If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the LORD your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the LORD, am your healer."
In the Hebrew it would say, “I am Jehovah-Rapha,” and this is “I am the God [sic] Who heals,” or “I am the LORD your Healer.” And he says, “‘I will put none of the diseases on you.’"
Deuteronomy 32:39 39 'See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.

He is the Great Physician. If there is going to be healing, then healing has to come from the LORD. 

In II Chronicles 16, we hear of Asa, and he was a king and he believed God and walked with God. Then he started depending upon himself instead of depending upon the LORD. He started relying upon chariots and horses instead of relying on the LORD. So God comes to him and rebukes him. 
II Chronicles 16:9   9 “For the eyes of the LORD range over the entire earth, to give support to those who are wholeheartedly with Him. You have acted foolishly in this matter, and henceforth you will be beset by wars."
Asa gets angry with the prophet, with the seer, and he puts him in prison because the seer tells him the truth.
II Chronicles 16:12   12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa suffered from an acute foot ailment; but ill as he was, he still did not turn to the LORD but to physicians.
Kay believes there is a good lesson here. Kay does not believe it is wrong to go to doctors, as she went to doctors when she had pneumonia…. She went to doctors for medicine for her illness and she got help from them, but she also went to the LORD. Kay thinks we need to remember that behind all healing, there is One Who either heals or does not heal. God did not heal the boy who had diabetes, although a prayer of faith was offered up, so to speak, it really was not a prayer of faith as much as it was a claiming of what they believed. God did not heal. God could have healed that young man. What happened? Let us go back and look at James, again. In verse 15, Kay thinks we find a very critical statement. 
James 5:14b-15a  14b and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;  15 and the prayer offered in faith 
Literally, in the Greek, the phrase is “the prayer of faith,” transliterated “he euche tes pisteos”. It is “the prayer of the faith.” There are two definite articles here and what he is showing us here is that it is a specific prayer, made definite by a double article.  It is “the prayer” of “the faith.” So it is a specific prayer based on a specific faith or a specific belief. In other words, it is a specific prayer for healing, based on a faith for that healing. 
You say, “The parents had faith for that healing.” That is right. They had faith for that healing, but faith in what or whom? Where was there faith placed. Let us look at an overview of faith. Kay refers to a little book entitled Anointing With Prayer: will Not God Heal Today? By George D’Sena, from People’s Church in Canada, where she met him, when she went up there to teach…. He is an Indian and he is precious. He has a ministry up there. He gave Kay the book he wrote and she thinks it is an excellent little book. He brings out the point that there are several aspects of faith that we need to see.
1. Faith is a capacity to believe — every human being has a capacity to believe. Not necessarily to believe God, but just to believe. We believe that Kay was going to teach us today, that we were going to have a conference. We put our faith in all sorts of things. We pick up the telephone and believe that we are going to call somebody in another country. We may not connect, but we believe we have that ability.
Luke 17:5-6   5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"  6 And the Lord said, "If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and be planted in the sea'; and it would obey you.
2. Faith as a life principle — we who have come to know Jesus Christ live on the basis of faith. It is the principle of our lives. We believe what we have heard. We believe that He died for us, He was buried, that He rose again from the dead, that we have received Him, that we have eternal life, and that someday we are going to live with Him. It is a life kind of principle.
Galatians 2:20a   20a "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;
We believe that; it is a principle of the way we believe
Galatians 2:20b   20b  and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”
There is that big life principle. We see it, again, in Galatians 3:23 and 25
Galatians 3:23, 25  23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
We are no longer under the Old Covenant; we are under the New Covenant. And that is a life principle.

3.  Creedal Faith — “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. The third day He arose again from the dead…”  You see we say that and they wrote it and called it “the Apostles’ Creed” so that in a short statement they could summarize the basic tenets of our faith to which we hold.

4. Intellectual Faith — we can have an intellectual faith without a personal commitment. There are many people sitting in churches with an intellectual faith and no personal commitment, but they think they are saved because they do believe! [With an intellectual faith,] there is no commitment to all the truths and the lifestyle that goes with that kind of a belief.
James 2:19   19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
Here is an example of an intellectual faith that knows there is a God. They know Jesus is the Son of God. They have no problem with that at all. They have enough sense to tremble. We do not! And we can see this again in John 2:23-25, where Jesus says these people were believing in Him, but He did not commit Himself to them because He knew what was in their hearts. Intellectually, they were believing.
5. Saving, Living, Spirit-energized Faith 
Ephesians 2:8-9   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;    9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
We believe that the grace is not of ourselves, but we also believe the faith is not of ourselves; that God gives us the faith to believe.  
James 2:26   26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
So there is a saving, living, Spirit-energized faith. What is faith? Faith is a conviction. Go to Hebrews 11, which is called “the Faith Chapter.”
Hebrews 11:1  1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Faith is a conviction. It is an intellectual assent without, necessarily, an intellectual understanding. Watch what he says:
Hebrews 11:2-3   2 For by it the men of old gained approval.  3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.
Kay asks if we understand that, if we understand how God did it, if we can explain how God spoke and brought the world into existence. No, we cannot. Next, she asks if we believe it, do we give intellectual assent to it. Yes, but we do not necessarily have intellectual understanding. So here is an “assurance of things hoped for,” a “conviction of things not seen.” We did not see it. We were not there. We simply take God at His God’s Word.
In this kind of faith, the emotions may or may not be involved. It may, or may not, spark our emotion, but emotion does not change faith. So many times we think, “I really didn’t get saved because I didn’t cry.” Or, “I really didn’t repent because I didn’t cry over my sins.” Emotions may or may not be involved, but true faith will involve the will. Real faith leads to a committal. A committal in those things that we are hoping for, the conviction of the things we do not see.
James is talking about a prayer of faith that will restore the one who is sick.
James 5: 15   15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.

Kay’s father (when she was teaching Revelation for the first time) called and said he was going to retire, again. He was an Episcopal priest and needed to have surgery, and he and Kay’s mother were going to come and visit and have time together and everything. 

She asked, “What kind of surgery?”

He said, “I have an aortic aneurism.” 

Since Kay is a nurse, she did not think her sister understood the importance of the situation. She said, “Judy, Honey, this is dangerous.” So they went down to see their father. The doctors took their father in for surgery and he stayed too long. Kay thought, “God, he is in surgery too long, too long.” 

They brought him out, and Kay and her sister saw him and were told that after he got through the surgery, he threw some clots, and when they pulled off the sheet and the left leg was entirely white, which meant there was a clot there that was blocked. They thought they had gotten them all. They had to go back and open him up again She would sit beside the bed of her father and watch that leg turn, blue, then black, and hear them talking about amputating. Kay believes there are two aspects of faith that will answer our question here; that faith operates in two areas:
1. Broad Faith — Kay believed that God could heal her daddy’s leg. Kay believed that God could speak to that leg, or do whatever He had to do and that leg could turn pink. If that leg had turned pink, she would not have been shocked, at all. She would have praise the LORD and probably broken down, weeping. She would just lift up that sheet and look at that leg and say, “God, I know you can heal my daddy’s leg.” And she knew it. She had broad faith and knew the power of God. The problem was she did not have specific faith. Not problem, but God never gave her specific faith so that she could walk out of there and say, without a shadow of a doubt, “God told me that my father’s leg will not be amputated, but it will be restored.” 
2. Specific Faith
Her father had five major operations in twelve days. She thought God told her that He was going to heal him and her father died in thirty days. The said he was getting better and he died. She wrote it all in the year-long devotional, How Can I Live? 

That went out and she got a phone call from a woman and she said, “God has touched my heart through your book. I have been away from God, angry at God, bitter at God. My daddy was ill. I went to the hospital and I was there and my daddy died. I took the Bible and laid it on his chest and I said, ‘God, healing is in the atonement. You can heal anyone. God, in the Name of Jesus Christ, heal my father. Bring him back to life and God did.” Her father remained in the hospital and she went home. One day the nurses called and said, ‘Your father is dead.” 

She sad, “Don’t you dare touch that body. I’m coming right away.” She went in, shut the door, put the Bible on and did the same thing. God did not bring her father back to life. She believed. She believed. She believed. Kay thinks she had a broad belief, but obviously, she did not have a specific Word from God that God was going to heal.
When James talks here, about the prayer of faith, Kay believes what he is saying here that this prayer that does heal is a specific prayer that is born because God gives us the Word that this one will be healed. If it comes to pass, we have God’s Word. If it does not come to pass, we missed what God is saying. 

Romans 10:17   17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
This is what Kay believes James is saying: prayer, offered in faith, will restore the one who is sick, and the LORD will raise him up, and if (third class condition – maybe he has and maybe he has not. Sometimes sin causes sickness. We see this in I Corinthians and other places) if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him because his attitude is to be right with God. He has asked for them to pray, to anoint him, to consecrate him to the LORD. 

James 5: 16a   16a Therefore, confess your sins to one another, 

It is in the present tense: keep on confessing “your sins to one another” [James 5: 16a] and keep on praying (present tense) for one another “so that you may be healed.” 
James 5:16b   16b The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

 Kay would tell us that we need to be righteous because only the righteous have recourse with God. 
John 9:31   31 "We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him.
God tells us in Proverbs [15:29] that God does not hear our prayers if we are not willing to forsake our sins. If we want our prayers answered

1. we have to be righteous — then when He says “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” [James 5:16 KJV ], what makes that prayer effective (Kay believes) that true prayer does not originate form the heart. She believes that answered prayer originates from above. So Kay goes to God and asks, “What is Your Mind what is Your Heart, in this situation?” She has prayed for people to be healed and they have been healed. She prayed for her father to be healed and he was not healed. So she believes that when true healing happens, when prayer is effective so it works much. When prayer is answered, it is answered because we do not know how to “pray as we ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us” [Romans 8:26b KJV] according to the Will of God. When we see our prayers answered, it is because we have tapped into the Will of God. We have to be careful that we do not walk in presumption. The devil said to Jesus “Cast yourself off the pinnacle of this Temple for it is written, ‘He shall give His angels charge over Thee’” [Matthew 4:6 KJV]. Kay thinks that what this family that had the child with diabetes had presumption. What had happened was that these people heard what the pastor said, and their faith was in what the pastor said, rather than what God was saying. We have to make sure we know “thus sayeth the LORD;” not what someone else says, but what God confirms to us through the right handling of His Word.   
James closes by saying this: he takes us to Elijah and gives us Elijah as an example. He wants us to know that answered prayer does not belong just to the great big heroes of the faith. It does not belong to the just the super-saints. But, you say, “Elijah was a super-saint.” Yes, the Jews had so venerated Elijah that he is mentioned [twenty-nine] tines in the New Testament. They had so venerated Elijah that they had him as an unnatural, un-human [sic], super-saint man. But he says, “Look, Elijah
KJV James 5: 17a 17a was a man subject to like passions as we are
He was just an ordinary man like we are. After that great victory, he ran, because Jezebel threatened him. And God had done a great miracle and he ran from Jezebel. But he says,
KJV James 5: 17 17 Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.
Kay asks, “How did Elijah come up with such a bold prayer?” Elijah knew that God’s judgment was upon Israel. And in Deuteronomy He said, “If you don’t walk in My way, and keep My commandments, I am going to make the heavens as brass [sic] and the rains as dust” [Deuteronomy 28:24]. So all Elijah did was claim the Scripture, the judgment that was already pronounced, and just pronounced it to them.
So what God wants us to see is faith, faith that is real, faith that works operates on the basis of not only hearing God’s Word, but doing God’s Word. It operates on the basis of prayer. Whatever the circumstance of our lives, run to God. Pray. But we must know this that as we pray, real, genuine prayer comes from faith, and “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ” [Romans 10:17]. Faith for the healing of the sick has to come from God letting us know that this is His Will. And then we pray according to the Will of God. The prayer of that specific faith for that specific situation will heal the sick. And if the sick do not get healed, then we know that was not the Will of God. God did not fail. The Word did not fail. We just did not have the Word of the LORD. 
Well, there is James. What do we do with it? We live it. In the light of it, we take these truths and become not only hearers of the Word, but doers also. Let us pray:
Father, thank You for Your Word. Thank You that it is a light that shines in a dark place. And Father, we may not understand it all, I do not understand it all. But, Father, I sure understand enough to live by, enough to change the way that I live. And I understand enough to know, Father, that I will never, ever plumb the depths of all that You have to say. But Father, I thank You for allowing me to try, and to learn, and to sit at Your feet. Now, Father, You tell us, as You bring James to a close, Father, You tell us that if anyone strays from the truth, then let us seek to bring that sinner back on the path so that their soul may be saved. In Jesus Holy Name. Amen.
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