JAMES 
Lesson 2

How Can I Live?

Is there a difference between what we say and what we do, between what we believe and the way we behave? Then we need to read James, if the answer is “Yes” because James talks about a faith that works, a faith that shows. That is our subject. We are talking about a faith that shows, and the question is, “Does your faith show?” we say that we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Can Kay tell that we believe in Him by the way that we behave? If your belief and your behavior do not match, or come close together, then we are in danger of straying from the truth. We are in danger of having to be judged by God. What we need to do is to receive the in-grafted Word of God, which is able, as James says, to save our soul. This is what James is all about. James is the way that we prove that we truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. This is what we want to look at today.
Kay starts with James 1:1:
James 1:1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings.

Now, when James opens up this book we can know this:

1. James is a Jew, and

2. He is writing to Jews, to the twelve tribes

The minute we say “the twelve tribes”, anyone knows [to] whom he is speaking, and that is the Jews. This is a book written by a Jew to Jews. Kay wants to show us is how we will know [the recipients] are Jews, beside verse 1, and how these Jews are different because they are Christian Jews, because they are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As we look at James 1:1b, we see it is “to the twelve tribes who are dispersed” and Kay will show us why they are dispersed. Then, we come over to James 2:2, 
James 2:2 2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, 

That word “assembly” could be translated “synagogue” because that was where the Jews met for teaching. They went to the temple to worship, and they went to the synagogues to hear the Word of God. He calls then “brethren” in James 2:1. He says
James 2:1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 

So it could be that assembly is not necessarily a synagogue, but it could be another assembly. There is debate on that. But we know from James 2:1, that he calls them “My brethren.” So, we know that he is [in] some way related to them: either 

1. because he is a Jew and they are Jews, or 
2. because he is a believer in Jesus Christ and they are believers in Jesus Christ
As we look at this verse, what do we see? We see that they are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, because he says
James 2:1 1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 

We know that they are Jews because if we look at James 2:21, we see says
James 2:21 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?
That is not the way we one would really talk to Gentiles unless they had come to understand Abraham as their spiritual father. Then, in verse 19

James 2:19   19 we believe that God is one. we do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.

If we went to Deuteronomy 6:4, we would see the shema where it says
Deuteronomy 6:4  4 "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!”

And this was the saying of the Jews. It is the same today. So he is relating to them as Jews and he is saying, “You believe that God is One.” And he says, “Okay. We do well, but know this: that the demons also believe and they shudder; they have enough sense to shudder. In James 5:4, he makes a reference to God as the LORD of Sabaoth [Hosts/Armies].
James 5:4 4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.

Here is the LORD that goes by this Name that is an Old Testament Name that they would be familiar with. Then, if we look at James 5:8, he shows them that the LORD is coming. 

James 5:8 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

which shows that they had believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and they are looking forward to His coming.
James 5:14 14 Is anyone among we sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord
Once again, we see that they are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
As we look at James, we need to get a glimpse of the author. Kay puts this book in its historical setting to help us to understand why this book was written and why James takes the tactic that he does in writing it. 
In the Scriptures, there are three different James’ in the New Testament:

1. James, the son of Alphaeus and Mary, one of the Apostles, cf. Mark 3:18,

2. James, the son of Zebedee, the Apostle John’s brother, cf. Mark 3:17; what eliminates him from the authorship of the Epistle of James was that he was martyred in Acts 12:2, and

3. James, the brother of Jesus

James is very sanctified and he shows his relationship to his Brother, not to his half-Brother, in the aspect of his relationship to his Savior; he’s a bondservant of Jesus Christ. Now, let’s look at James as the brother of Jesus because there are people who believe that Jesus did not have any brothers, [and] that Mary always remained a virgin. This would possibly be offensive to someone who was taught that. But, let’s go back and see what the Word of God has to say. 
Kay wants to show us that Jesus, the Son of Mary, the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary, had brothers and sisters. In Matthew 1: 25, Joseph has been approached by the angel to tell him not to put away Mary, and that the One that Mary is about to conceive, as a virgin, is the Son of God
Matthew 1:24-25  24 And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took her as his wife,  25 and kept her a virgin until [and Kay would encircle until because it is a time phrase] until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.
From there we go to John 2:12. It is in the public days of Jesus’ ministry. Those who have studied John know that this is an early time in His ministry.
John 2:12 12 After this [He had just turned the water into wine at Cana] He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother, and His brothers, and His disciples; and there they stayed a few days.

Kay wants us to see is that there is a distinction between His brothers and His disciples. Here is a family traveling; there is nothing heard about Joseph, but here is Jesus, His brothers, His disciples and His mother. 
Matthew 12:46-49   46 While He was still speaking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers were standing outside, seeking to speak to Him.  47 And someone said to Him, "Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to You."  48 But He answered the one who was telling Him and said, "Who is My mother and who are My brothers?" [Kay wants us to understand that this is a wonderful statement!] 49 And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, "Behold, My mother and My brothers!  
Kay knows that some of us feel so alone, and that some of us have been rejected by our parents, rejected by our brothers and sisters, and that they do not understand us because of our Christianity. They just plain never have liked us and it did not matter whether or not we became a Christian. But, Kay wants us to understand that when we come to know the Lord Jesus Christ, we enter in to God’s forever family. If we ever heard Kay give an invitation to receive the Lord Jesus Christ, when people respond to her invitation, we will hear her say, “Welcome to the family.” Because Jesus would stand here today and He would say, “These are My sisters. These are My brothers. This is My family!” Once we are truly, truly in that family (and James tells we how we can know whether we are in the family or not), no one can ever rip us out, cut use off, separate we from the family and the Love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. So, He was turning from earthly brothers to spiritual brothers, but they were earthly brothers. . 

Matthew 12:50a   50 "For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven,”
Have we got that? “Does the will.” Not knows “the will”, but “does the will.” It’s the same thing [sic]. Martin Luther wanted to kick [James] out of the Bible. He was convinced that James could not be the of Word of God because he was so captivated by justification by faith because he had tried to please God by his works that when he hit James, he had a hard time with that book. He just did not understand what James was trying to show us. We are going to see that, but don’t miss what James’ half brother, Jesus said
Matthew 12:50   50 "For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother."
Mark 6:3 kind of ties it and kind of leaves us with the fact that if we are really going to believe the Word of God, we have got to admit that Jesus had physical half-brothers and half-sisters. They had the same mother, but they had different fathers. Who was Jesus’ Father? God!

Mark 6:2-4 2 And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue; and the many listeners were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these things, and what is this wisdom given to Him, and such miracles as these performed by His hands?  3 "Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?" And they took offense at Him.  4 And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his home town and among his own relatives and in his own household."
Do we know that those half-brothers and sister had their eldest brother, Jesus, and they lived with him day in and day out? They followed His public ministry, and yet James (Kay does not know about the rest of them and their conversions), but James did not come to know Jesus Christ until after He died. Not until after He died! Kay imagines that he would have loved to have told Jesus, face to Face, “Oh! My brother! How blind I was, not to have believed in You, and to let we know that I believe in You!” 
Kay asks if we have a loved one that has passed on, that prayed for our salvation; one that we would kind of turn around and shake your fist in their face, or just kind of flip them off. And then they passed away, and now we have come to know Jesus and we long to tell them. Kay thinks they know. And, of course, we know that Jesus knows. But James, from that time on, saw himself not as the brother of Jesus, but as the bondservant of Jesus. In the Old Testament, a bondservant was a person that came to the master, who was required under Jewish Law to release him from being a slave to him [Exodus 21:2, 5-6]. He would come and say to his master, 
Master, I know that we have to let me go. I know that under Jewish Law, I have served my time, but I want to tell you something. When I was your slave, I was better off than when I was free. Living in your house is better than living in my house. Living, knowing that you are going to provide for me is better than me having to provide for myself. I want to be your bondservant.
And then they would take that person that wanted to make themselves a “love” slave, so to speak, for the rest of their lives, to the Temple, they would take their earlobe and put it up against a wall in the Temple, then they would take an awl, which is a metal thing that starts out with a fine point and gets a little bit wide, and then just hammer it through the ear lobe. They would put it through and then pull it out. It left a hole so that when we walk down the street, everybody could see the hole in your ear [lobe]. You know what they knew, instantly? They knew, “That man must have quite a master, to make himself a slave for the rest of his life!” And that is what James became to Jesus Christ, for the rest of his life.
In Mark, chapter 6, we see that James did not really believe in Jesus Christ simply because He is saying, 

Mark 6:4 4 And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his home town and among his own relatives and in his own household."
His brothers were not believers. If we live among un-believers, Jesus understands.
Mark 3:20-21 20 And He came home, and the multitude gathered again, to such an extent that they could not even eat a meal.  21 And when His own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, "He has lost His senses."
So when it says “His own people” it is talking about His own kinsmen, His own brothers. They looked at Jesus and said “Jesus has lost His senses.” They did not recognize that Jesus Christ was God. Then the scribes come along and chime in with His own family:
Mark 3:22 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, "He is possessed by Beelzebul," and "He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.”
Kay asks if we ever had our family gang up on us because of our Christianity. She understands that it is not fun! And sometimes we do wonder if we are crazy because we march to a different drum beat. Jesus marched to a different drum beat. In John 7 we see Jesus going up to the Feast of Booths [Succoth], a feast the Jews celebrate annually. We call it the Feast of Tabernacles.
John 7:2-4   2Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was at hand.  3 His brothers therefore said to Him, "Depart from here, and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may behold Your works which we are doing.  4"For no one does anything in secret, when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If we do these things, show Yourself to the world."
Kay restates “If we we are trying to gather a crowd, if we are trying to convince them that we are the Messiah, then just go public about this whole thing.” We will find that unbelievers, especially family members, begin to tell us how to run our life. Kay tells us “they can’t because they don’t have the mind of Christ.” And these men did not have the mind of Christ.
John 7:5-6   5 For not even His brothers were believing in Him.  6 Jesus therefore said to them, "My time is not yet at hand, but your time is always opportune.
Then, James came to know Jesus. When did he come to know Jesus? Let’s go back to about 27 A.D. We will assume there are debated on when Jesus is crucified, but we will assume He was crucified around 29 A.D., sometime in that year, which would give Him a public ministry of about three to three and a half years: 27, 28, 29 [A.D./C.E.].
We know that Jesus from about 27 A.D. Jesus had His public ministry. We know that [from His birth to the start of His ministry] here was His first thirty years, when Jesus grew “in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:52 KJV) and He lived at home.
Then, His public ministry began. His first miracle was at Canaan. During this [first thirty year] period of His life, how long we do not know (we do not know when James was born), James could see who Jesus Christ was. James knew what Jesus Christ claimed, and yet there were doubts in his mind. As we go to Acts 1:14, Kay explains that it was just before Pentecost. Jesus has ascended up into heaven, which He does in Acts 1:1-11.
Acts 1:12-14   12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.  13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.  14 These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
What do we know? His brothers, apparently have been converted, but not until after the death of Jesus Christ. Kay believes that I Corinthians 15 tells us when James got saved. [This] is the resurrection chapter where Paul tells us about the bodily resurrection.
I Corinthians 15:4-6  4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  5 and that He appeared to Cephas, [Peter] then to the twelve. 
If He appeared to the twelve, who is missing, who can not be there? Judas. So it has to be Matthias, the substitute for Judas because he is already dead.
I Corinthians 15:6-8   6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  8 and last of all, as it were to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.
Paul is writing this, so he includes James, here. Let’s go back to Galatians 1:18-19. Paul is giving his testimony.
Galatians 1:18-19 18 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.  19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord's brother.
He [James] was called an Apostle. Now, Kay takes us to Galatians 2:11-12 [where Paul] is talking again about a trip to Jerusalem.

Galatians 2:11-12 11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.  12 For prior to the coming of certain men from James, [James had his headquarters in Jerusalem] he [Peter/Cephas] used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.
So, Peter leaves Jerusalem, goes to Antioch, but James is left in Jerusalem. That is significant, but Kay will show us later. 

Acts 15:12 12 And all the multitude kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.
What had happened was Barnabas, the son of consolation, the son of encouragement, was sent out, with Paul, on a missionary journey. Now, they have come back to Jerusalem to report about the Gentiles who have come to know Jesus Christ.

Acts 15:12-13a 12 And all the multitude kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.  13 And after they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying,
You have a footnote there and it says “or Jacob” [because] “James” means “Jacob.”

Acts 15:12-13b 13b James answered, saying, "Brethren, listen to me.  14 "Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name.  15 "And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 16 'After these things I will return,’” 
Kay shows us how it fits together in the Book of James. The Gospel came first to [whom]? The Jews, and then to the Gentiles. So when it came to the Jews, the Jews had no problem with Jews getting saved. But when the Gentiles started believing in Jesus Christ and they [the Jews] were to welcome them into the fellowship, this was hard for the Jews because they were taught that the Gentiles were unclean. They did not go into Gentile homes. They did not eat at Gentile tables. So, it is a real adjustment for this Jewish church.
Acts 15:16-20 16 'After these things [and he is quoting the prophets] I will return, And I will rebuild the tabernacle of David which has fallen, And I will rebuild its ruins, And I will restore it, 17 In order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, And all the Gentiles who are called by My name, 18 Says the Lord, who makes these things known from of old.  19 "Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles,  20 but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication’ 
which was a common lifestyle, just as it is a common lifestyle in our society now. People fornicate and they do not cover it up, they do not hide it, they do it on television, it is just blatant fornication. That is what happens to a society that does not know God. When [people] turn from the knowledge of God, then God gives them over to sexual impurity, to perversion, and to homosexuality and lesbianism, and then He gives them over to a reprobate mind. So, these Gentiles were coming out of a reprobate world. So, he says they should abstain from fornication
Acts 15:20-22 20 but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood.  21 "For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath."  22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas-- Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren,
And then they send a letter and say, “Receive them.” What we see is James taking charge over this meeting; James explaining to the rest of the church how they are to handle these Gentiles who are coming which shows us something about James, after his conversion. If we look at the book of Acts, which goes from about 30 A.D.(/C.E.), to about 61 A.D.(/C.E.). What we find in the book of Acts, in the eighth chapter, we find something happening that brings a transition to the nature of the church.
In chapters 1 through 8 we see, primarily, Jews getting saved. The Gospel comes to Jerusalem because that is where Jesus was crucified. Jews believe and so what we see is a Jewish church. But something happens in Acts 8. 
 Acts 8:1-3 1 And Saul [who was going to be the Apostle Paul] was in hearty agreement with putting him [Stephen] to death. And on that day a great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him.  3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house; and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.    
And he had many put to death. In Acts 1 to Acts 8 we find a church that is growing; a church that is being nurtured; a church that is being strengthened. It is primarily a Jewish church. There were not a lot of Gentiles living in Jerusalem. Those Gentiles that lived in Jerusalem, that believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and were converted on the day of Pentecost were proselytes that had already adopted the Jewish methods of sacrifice, worship in the Temple, and embraced the covenants and everything. So what we have, primarily, is a Jewish church.
But, what had Jesus said in Acts 1:8 before He had ascended into heaven? He said 

Acts 1:8b 8b we shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
In Jerusalem [was] where they stayed for those years; in Jerusalem, then in Judea, then in Samaria, and then to the uttermost parts of the earth. So what we see happening in Acts 8, all the way to about Acts 13, is [that] around the area of Judea, we see the church being scattered, because of persecution. And yet in that scattering because of persecution, God is sending them to Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth. As they go they are taking the Gospel to the Gentiles, to everybody.
Now we see the Gentiles coming into the church. As the Gentiles come into the church, then we see from Acts 13 on, we see the Gospel extended. Paul’s first missionary journey was to the Mediterranean regions of Israel and the Island of Cyprus. On his second missionary journey, he comes all the way over to Greece. His third missionary journey, he is back, strengthening those churches. Then God sends him on another missionary journey when he goes all the way to Rome as a prisoner. It is not a missionary journey, as Paul had designed it, but he goes to Rome and there he preaches the Gospel, also. What we see is a Jewish church, persecution, trials, testing and the Gentiles coming in.
James opens his letter

James 1:1  1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings.
Why? Because of the persecution and trials. 
James 1:1-5  1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings.  2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when we encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that we may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  5 But if any of we lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
Are we humbled? Rejoice! Are we rich and humbled? Rejoice! Why?

James 1:12  12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
Kay asks if we see the setting and why it was written to Jews, if we see why it was written to Jews who were dispersed abroad, if we see why James says ]that we should] count it all joy when we enter into diverse trials.
James was probably written between 45 A.D. and 50 A.D., sometime during the scope of Acts. History and tradition have it that in 62 A.D., James was put to death. The Jewish historian, Josephus, who was not a convert to Christianity, set about to report everything as accurately as he could. He said James, the brother of Jesus, was stoned to death by the high priest. This is the setting of James.
What prompts James to write what he does? Why does James write this kind of an Epistle? It is not doctrinal, but it is practical. It is not creed, but it is conduct. That is what the book of James is all about, not creed, not beliefs. He is not laying down doctrines. Why? If we really came to believe the Lord Jesus Christ is our Savior [Messiah], and we were a Jew, we would have had a whole lot of teaching that we already would have known, a whole wealth. When we come to know Jesus Christ, the Bible says that the veil is taken off of our eyes (cf. II Corinthians 3), the veil is there by Moses, who sets down the ministry of the Old Covenant, the Law. All of a sudden, the veil is taken off, by faith in Christ Jesus, and so they really, at this point, do not need to know any more doctrine. These people need to know how they are to live out that doctrine in the midst of that crooked and perverse generation, to which they have been sent; to those other Jews to whom they are to gravitate, because there are synagogues all over the  world. As they go, how are they going to show that they really and truly have been born again, that they are followers of Jesus Christ? As they step out in the faith in Jesus Christ, and the trials hit them, they are humbled, they begin to lose possessions, they are unable to make money, so that instead of becoming the head, they become the tail. The head (the rich men) begin to wag that tail. Then they have a problem(they have a Deuteronomy 28 problem. Kay believes that the problem is some Christians do not know how to handle the Word of God within its context. So they take Deuteronomy 28 and make it applicable to the church, today, and teach that God wants everybody [to be] prosperous. God does not everybody [to be] prosperous. Otherwise, He would not say, in James, 

James 1:9-10  9 But let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position;  10 and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.
Now go back to Deuteronomy 28. 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2  1 "Now it shall be, if we will diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command we today, the LORD your God will set we high above all the nations of the earth.  2 "And all these blessings shall come upon we and overtake you, if we will obey the LORD your God.
And then He talks about [their] produce, [their] animals, and [their] children, and [they] will be blessed, materially, is what he is saying. So He gives them all these blessings that [are] going to happen to them if they walk with the LORD. So all those blessings point to prosperity. They point to being the head and not being the tail. But then we get to Deuteronomy 28:58:
Deuteronomy 28:58-64  58 "If we are not careful to observe all the words of this law which are written in this book, to fear this honored and awesome name, the LORD your God,  59 then the LORD will bring extraordinary plagues on we and your descendants, even severe and lasting plagues, and miserable and chronic sicknesses.  60 "And He will bring back on we all the diseases of Egypt of which we were afraid, and they shall cling to you.  61 "Also every sickness and every plague which, not written in the book of this law, the LORD will bring on we until we are destroyed.  62 "Then we shall be left few in number, whereas we were as the stars of heaven for multitude, because we did not obey the LORD your God.  63 "And it shall come about that as the LORD delighted over we to prosper you, and multiply you, so the LORD will delight over we to make we perish and destroy you; and we shall be torn from the land where we are entering to possess it.  64 "Moreover, the LORD will scatter we among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; and there we shall serve other gods, wood and stone, which we or your fathers have not known.
Here are these Jews [who] have been living in Jerusalem, under Roman rule, but all of a sudden they have had to flee Jerusalem because of their Christianity. They have a Jewish mindset: [that] obedience brings blessing and prosperity. But now they are facing trials. Why? It is a whole new economy because now God is working with the church, a bride that He has bought for Himself. That church, identified with Jesus Christ, is going to suffer persecution. Jesus had told them, 
Luke 6:26   26 "Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets.”
Jesus said in John 15, “If they hated Me, they are going to hate you, also. If they received Me, they are going to receive you.”

John 15:18   18 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.
John 15:20   20 Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.
James has to explain to them the benefit of trials, so that is the way he opens his epistle. He does not miss a beat. He says to the twelve tribes, 

James 1:2-3  2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever we face trials of many kinds,
He does not mess around at all.
The other thing that we would see that would be a possible problem that would  cause him to talk about a faith that works, a faith that shows, a faith where we are not just hearers of the Word, but doers, also, was because the Jews, by the time of Jesus, had so perverted the Law. They were keeping the tiny little part of the Law where they had reinterpreted it so that they were tithing their mint and cumin, [essentially] little herbs. And yet, they were not keeping the weightier matters of the Law. They had and external righteousness, but not an internal one.
What James wants them to see is not just knowing the Law, but also doing the Law. Because of what the Jews had done, all the restraints, the [316] prohibitions that the Pharisees had added to the Law, they lived under the  strict, hard law that said one could not use a handkerchief on the Sabbath because it was work; one had to use their sleeve. They could not carry so many coins in their garment. They could only carry so many because more would be to carry a burden. So they looked at the Law as a burden, as a weight. James calls the Law, the Law of Liberty. As we look at the book, we begin to pick this up. The other thing is that [James’ readers] got saved by  faith. 
Ephesians 2:8-9   8 For by grace we have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, that no one should boast.
So [Paul] is saying we were not saved by works, we were saved by grace through faith. We quote Ephesians 2:8-9, but we miss verse 10 which says 

Ephesians 2:10  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
When we look at the book of James, he is not teaching Ephesians 2:8-9, how we are saved, he is teaching Ephesians 2:10, how we are to live if we are saved. The danger with these Jews was that they would take grace and turn it into licentiousness. Licentiousness means moral anarchy. It means that we can do anything we want to do. When the doctrine of grace came to mankind, which means that God saves us apart from  anything within ourselves. It is pure unearned, unmerited favor. [But] then there was a tendency to take that doctrine of faith and say, “Okay. I am saved by grace. I am saved by faith. It does not matter how I live. But James is saying, “I want to tell we something: it matters how we live!” What does James  talk about? “Don’t be a hearer of the Word, only. But be a doer of the Word.
James 1:22  22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.
James 2:26  26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

Kay can drop over and her spirit can leave her body. We can say that she is alive, but she is not alive because her spirit has left her body. Well, if there is no works with our faith, what is James saying? We will have to study because Kay will get ahead of it [in] chapter 2. 

AN OVERVIEW OF JAMES
James, we could [en]title all sorts of different things. Let’s get a simple title: Be Doers of the Word or The Works of Faith, or whatever we want to [en]title it. But, what we see in James is the works of faith. 

1. James 1:2-12 - True faith endures trials – works of faith.
2. James 1:13-25 - Faith endures temptation – it does not buckle under when it is tempted
3. James 2:1-13 – Faith does not show partiality, but faith loves – remember the Jews thought blessing brought prosperity. [James] is saying that if a man comes in and he is all decked out in all these fineries, and all this gold, and everything, do not show partiality. Do not hold your faith in Jesus Christ with personal favoritism.

4. James 2:14-26 – Faith produces works – Kay can hardly wait to get us into this book because she has been stretched out on the floor, praying (her favorite way of praying) through the book of James. Talk[ing] about convicted, Kay states that she is convicted. She is trying to keep a prayer journal and has a personal goal that with this course, she will live on a whole new plane of righteousness.
5. James 3:1-12 – Faith that works learns to control its tongue – we are going to look at trials and the tongue in chapter 3
6. James 3:13-18 – Faith that works has wisdom from above – In this passage, James contrasts the wisdom from above and the wisdom from beneath.
7. James 4:1-10 – Faith that works submits to God 
8. James 4:11-12 – Faith that works does not speak against a brother
9. James 4:13-17 – Faith that works seeks God’s will – it doesn’t say, “This is what I’m going to do” and “That’s what I’m going to do.” It says, “If the Lord wills, I will.”
10. James 5:1-11 – Faith that works waits in patience for the Lord’s coming – it waits, no matter what the trials
11. James 5:12 – Faith that is real  keeps its word – Faith that is real keeps its word
12. James 5:13-18 – Faith that works prays in faith And then [James] says this

James 5:19-20  19 My brethren, (and we know who he is talking to) if any among we strays from the truth, and one turns him back,  20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.
Kay believes James wrote his to his dear brethren, to try and turn then from error, so that they were not misled, and that they understood that faith without works is not real faith. Here is a faith that works by living this way. Kay prays that God will use this in a mighty way, to give us a faith that more and more people can see so clearly. Let’s pray.

Father, 
Thank You for Your Word. Thank You that it is a sure Word. Thank we for washing us with the water of the Word of Christ and Father, as we walk out of this auditorium today, if we are a beloved believer, believing in the midst of unbelievers, may we never forget that we are beloved of You; that we are part of Your family, in that inner circle: sisters, brothers, mothers. We are that intimate with You. And that You, Father, have One sitting at Your Right Hand: Jesus, our High Priest, Who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. We thank You, now, in Jesus Name. Amen.
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