JAMES

Lesson 3

Why Trials And How Do You Handle Them?
They were Jews. They were the firstfruits among His creatures, the first that had come to know the Lord Jesus Christ; that first harvest. And they were being persecuted. As a result of that persecution, they were scattered abroad. They were facing trials. What were they to do? James left no pause in his message. He got into it immediately.
James 1:2-4   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
We want to look at the “whys” of trials and at the way to handle trials; why God brings them and the way we are to handle them. Kay wants to put us in the context of that whole first chapter of James because we cannot divorce the rest of that first chapter from trials. Kay gives us several things we need to know or we need to do in order to handle trials.
1. Count it all joy (James 1:2-4) – We need to “count it all joy” because trials have a purpose

2. Ask God for wisdom (James 1:5-8) – We need to ask for God’s wisdom in how to handle that trial. If that trial was permitted by God, and it was, then God has a way for you to handle it, so we need to ask for wisdom.

3. Glory in the fact that the trial causes us to look beyond the temporal to the eternal (James 1:9-11) 

4. Persevere in love (James 1:12) - Persevere in love of God because a crown awaits those that persevere, the faithful

5. Don’t yield to temptation and say that it way God’s way of escape (James 1:13-17) – What he is going to show us in trials is [that] when we are in a trial, we are to endure. What the devil is going to do is he is going to his way of escape and tempt us to act according to the lusts and the desires of the flesh. Kay asks us to member this because she wants us to see the whole context. We can not take James 1 and rip these passages out of context. God has a whole message here.
6. Remember that we belong to God (James 1:18)

James 1:18 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.
There was a whole host, a whole generation, or generations of Christians that were going to follow these Jews. How they responded in these trials and how they acted in these trials would really show the reality of their faith. They would become an example among the believers.

7. Put away all that remains of wickedness, and receive the ingrafted Word of truth, the Word of God, which is able to save our souls. (James 1:19-21)
8. Be a doer and not a hearer only of the Word of God. (James 1:22-27) - Always, among those that profess Jesus Christ, there are those that are genuine and there are those that are false. The genuine [are] separated from the false in the way they respond to the Word of God. Not just hearing the Word of God, but doing the Word of God, also.

All the way through the rest of the book of James, he is going to show us a faith that is genuine, a faith that is real. He begins to show a faith that is real in James 1, as he takes us into trials.
Let’s look at James 1:2-8. This is the passage that we will begin looking at. It all goes down to verse 12 and makes one picture of persevering under trials. Then, he moves into temptation so that we can understand temptation’s relationship to trials. 

James 1:2-7   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, [in this trial is what he is saying; he is not going to teach us about wisdom; he is going to say, “If you lack wisdom in a trial, this is what we are to do’] if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  6 But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

When we are in a trial, the first thing we need to recognize is that every trial, from stubbing our toes, from losing our pocketbook, or losing our keys, all the way up to losing a child, from the simplest trials to the deepest trials, all sorts of varied and diverse trials, we need to know that every single trial that we face is a test of our faith. What is a trial? He says, “Count it all joy when you fall into diverse trials, all sorts and kinds of various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” We know immediately that a trial is always a test of our faith.
What is faith? Faith is a firm persuasion, a conviction. In Christianity, it is faith in God, faith in what God has to say, faith in His Word. Kay relates that morning, as she was before the LORD in her quiet time. She recalled how she had gotten into a trial the day before. She was on her face that morning, reminding herself of Who God is, of the promises of God, which are “Yea” and “Amen!”, reminding herself of the character of God and reminding herself that even what happens in that trial is not [as] important as to its outcome, except as to how she responds in this trial, so that when she sees Him, she will not be ashamed. So every trial becomes a test of our faith. 
Romans 10:17 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

Hebrews 11: 1 1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

So it is a test of that for which Kay is hoping, that for which she does not see, because right now, all Kay can see is the fire, to one degree or another, of the trial. Yet, in this trial, it is a test of her faith. In this trial, is Kay going to believe God, or is she going to believe man? Is Kay going to look to the sovereignty of God, Who rules over all trials? Daniel 4:34-35 tells us that God does according to His Will, and we have seen this already. 
Daniel 4:34-35  34 "But at the end of that period I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.  35 "And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What hast Thou done?'

In the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth, God is in control. So, in this trial, is Kay going to look at the circumstances of the trials, or is she going to look beyond the circumstances to the One Who has permitted the trials? Kay asks how is she going to walk? If we could see this, every trial, the kids spilling orange juice across the table in the morning….

What is the purpose of this trial? Is it just to test her faith? She asks whether God knows she believes in Him? She asks if God knows she is His child? Yes! God knows that! Others may not. It is a test of her faith, to see whether Kay will believe God and respond to God, or not. It is a demonstration of a demonstration, also, among those who are watching of the reality of her faith. It has a purpose, though. God does not bring a trial, just to prove her faith. He brings a trial which proves her faith. In the process of proving her faith, it produces endurance. That endurance, in turn, makes her like Christ, complete and lacking nothing. When a trial comes, it is a test of our faith.
James 1:2-4   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
It is a test of our faith that is going to produce something: it is going to have as product to it. It is the whole purpose of that trial. It is going to produce Christ’s likeness. It will make Kay complete (or the word may be translated “perfect”). That word, “perfect” in the Greek means “to bring to maturity,” to bring to wholeness is what it means. So a trial has a purpose, and that purpose is to bring us to maturity, to wholeness, to completeness so that we are like the Lord Jesus Christ. We are the firstfruits among His creatures. What He sowed in us, which is righteousness, through giving us His Holy Spirit, He wants to produce and perfect in us, which is righteousness. So he wants to make us perfect. He wants to make us complete. The word for complete is holokleros. It means “with every part intact.” Watch what he says and he explains what he says after he does it. 

James 1:4 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete (every part intact), lacking in nothing.
Some day, we are going to stand before Jesus Christ and on that day, there is only one thing that is going to matter, and that is Christ-likeness. That is all that is going to matter. Nothing else is going to matter. Family is not going to matter; Happiness is not going to matter, possessions are not going to matter, health is not going to matter, education is not going to matter, things that you have produced in your own strength are not going to matter. Only one thing is going to matter and that is how much we are like the Lord Jesus Christ. So that we are complete, entire, lacking nothing, so that we have come to that maturity that only comes through trials. 
He calls a trial a test of faith. The word for “test of our faith” is dokimion. This word has another word that is so like it, that if you took it and added the letter “e”, dokimieon, the word [now] means “a crucible.” In this, Kay believes God gives us a fantastic lesson and a fantastic insight that Kay shares with us. The word for the trial of our faith, which is a test of our faith, to count it joy when we fall into diverse trials is peirasmos. This noun can be translated “a test, a trial, a temptation (an experient).” So, he is saying 
James 1:2   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, [various tests, various temptations]
This word, “trial” means “to try,” “to assay”, “to test.” If we followed it back to the Old Testament, we would see three different words that give us insight into what God is sharing here, in this use of the trial as a test of our faith, putting us in the crucible of our faith, and testing to see of we are genuine. The three words are

· nasah – it means “the attempt to prove the quality of a person or a thing.” Does not that parallel with what a trial is? The trial is a test where you are put to the test, and this is what it means in the root dokimo, for the sake of approving, not for the sake of destroying; for the sake of proving its genuineness. So a trial is a test of your faith. If we would take it to the Old Testament, it was an attempt to prove the quality a person or a thing. It was a time of pressure, of difficulty. That is what constitutes the test.
· sarap – it means to smelt or refine and it refers to the process of refining gold and silver. This word was used to illustrate God’s purification of His people through judgment. He [God] is speaking to Jeremiah
Jeremiah 6:27-30   27 "I have made you an assayer and a tester among My people, That you may know and assay their way."  28 All of them are stubbornly rebellious, Going about as a talebearer. They are bronze and iron; They, all of them, are corrupt.  29 The bellows blow fiercely, The lead is consumed by the fire; In vain the refining goes on, But the wicked are not separated.  30 They call them rejected silver,[or, the King James calls them “reprobate silver”] Because the LORD has rejected them.
He is saying [that] God is raking His people, the southern kingdom of Judah, and He is putting them in a trial of judgment. He says, “The problem is that you are not separating the wicked from the righteous. The bellows are going (and He is talking about the refining of silver) and they are making that fire hot. And yet in the midst of the trial of this fire, they are not releasing that dross; they are hanging onto the dross. ” Every trial that we go through is a fire designed by God to cause the impurities that are keeping us from Christ-likeness to come to the surface so that we might put an end to all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, all that is not Christ-like so that when it is gone, we might be complete, and perfect, and entire and lacking nothing. Kay notes that as she was stretched out on the floor before the LORD that morning, she thought, “LORD, I don’t want this trial. I’m in a trial because I tried to do what was right. And I’m in a trial because I tried to do what is right and I don’t want it. But LORD, you’re going to use it to make me more like Jesus. You’re going to use the heat of this trial to show me any dross that is there, so that the dross might be wiped away, so that people can see Christ in me.”
A trial is not only for our benefit, but it is also for the benefit of those that are watching, so that they might see the genuineness of our faith. It is in the fire that our faith is proven to be real and proven to be genuine. And here He is saying, “I put the fire here and it’s not getting rid of the dross. I’m upset.” 
Ezekiel 22:18 18 "Son of man, the house of Israel has become dross to Me; all of them are bronze and tin and iron and lead in the furnace; they are the dross of silver.
These are other ores that are with the silver. What God wants to do is he wants to get rid of the other ores and separate them from the silver so you can see the purity of the silver.
Ezekiel 22:18-22   18 "Son of man, the house of Israel has become dross to Me; all of them are bronze and tin and iron and lead in the furnace; they are the dross of silver.  19 "Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 'Because all of you have become dross, therefore, behold, I am going to gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.  20 'As they gather silver and bronze and iron and lead and tin into the furnace to blow fire on it in order to melt it, so I shall gather you in My anger and in My wrath, and I shall lay you there and melt you.  21 'And I shall gather you and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and you will be melted in the midst of it.  22 'As silver is melted in the furnace, so you will be melted in the midst of it; and you will know that I, the LORD, have poured out My wrath on you.'"
You may say, “Well, Goodness! Is every trial the wrath of God?” No. Every trial is not the wrath of God. Every trial is the gift of God. But it is when we do not respond to the trials properly, and we do not let go of the dross, and we do not learn our lesson from the trial, we do not move on to completeness and lacking in nothing, having all of our parts totally there that God sends more and more until those trials literally become wrath to prove what is genuine and what is not. The trials can come upon a whole nation, or a whole group of people to show the reality of the truth from the false.
The third Hebrew word is 
· bahan  and it means “to test in the spiritual realm with a focus on some quality.”
For example, Kay relates that she can step into a trial where God wants to focus on her integrity and He wants to show her integrity in that trial. Or He wants to show her patience, or her gentleness, or her meekness in that trial. This word has the sense of examination designed to prove the existence of the quality that is sought. When we are in a trial, it is not always to get rid of dross. But, sometimes it is in that trial to show a certain quality that we possess, that others need to see or that we need to see. A trial can be a blessing for us because what it shows when we go through that trial is, “Hey! I really do believe! I really can stand fast! I really have a genuine faith! It has stood the test and look at the quality that it has displayed!”
Kay reads a personal note she received:

Dearest Kay,

I just had to sit down and take time to write you a quick note. I needed to let you know how I have praised and thanked God for you and Precept Bible Studies these last few days. On December 26th, my five year old nephew was accidentally shot and killed by a BB gun his eleven year old brother was carrying. You can imagine the hurt and suffering our family has been through and will continue to work through. We know we’re going to make it, though because we love each other and we love God.
Why do we persevere through a trial?

James 1:12 12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

The word “approved” used here is dokimos has the same root word as “test of our faith” is dokimion, meaning “put to the test and found genuine.” Why endure in a trial? Why not walk away? Why not just yield to temptation? Because we love God and we want to honor God and bring Him praise and glory. Kay’s friend goes on to say
There is no way I would have been able to make it if I had not been in Precept Bible Studies these last six and a half years.
What has she done? She has received the ingrafted Word which is able to save her soul. She says

There is no way I would have been able to make it if I had not been in Precept Bible Studies these last six and a half years. God’s Word was in my heart when I cried out for it. At times I doubt how string my faith is. This was an affirmation of indeed how strong it is. I’ve already told my friend that got me started in Precepts that it was the best gift a person has ever given me. I continue to pray for you and the work of Precept Ministries.
It [perseverance] shows the genuineness of our faith.
Kay now shows what was done in silver purification so that we can understand what God is doing to us, looking at the word “testing” and the Old Testament words that would parallel with it, [and] seeing that it talks about being put in a crucible. When they wanted to mine silver and make it pure, when they dug it out of the earth, it was connected with other different ores. What they had to do was separate the silver from those other ores which they called dross. So they would mine it out and they would take it, in those days, and they would hammer it and break it into small pieces. Those small pieces would then be put in a crucible. Then the silversmith would make a fire. He would take the bellows and take the fire to certain temperature. He would take the crucible with the crushed silver in it and put it in the fire. The whole time that the silver is in the fire, the refiner of the silver never leaves it alone. He stays there the whole time that the silver is in the fire, watching the fire and making sure that it is not a fire that will be so hot that it will damage the silver. 
He puts it in and the silver begins to melt. As it melts, the silver goes down and the dross comes to the surface. He takes an instrument and he scrapes off the dross. As he scrapes off the dross, he looks into the silver and what he catches is a dim image of himself. He knows that there is still dross in that silver, so he makes another fire, this time a little bit hotter. He puts the silver back in, staying there the whole time, watching carefully. Under this new fire, more impurities are released. He scrapes off these impurities and this time when he looks into the crucible, he sees a clearer image of himself than he saw before.

Psalm 12:6 6 The words of the LORD are pure words; As silver tried in a furnace on the earth, refined seven times.

Seven is a number in the Old Testament that refers to perfection. He says the Word of God is a pure word. [The LORD] keeps putting us in the fire. When He puts us in the fire, the purpose is to make us perfect and complete with every part intact, lacking nothing. The fire is a test of our faith; to show the genuineness of the silver that is there, to produce endurance within that trial, so that in that endurance [of] that trial, we are made like the Refiner that allowed us to be in that trial. Who is the Refiner, the Silversmith that sits and keeps looking into the silver? It is God. It is your heavenly Father who has brought you forth as Firstfruits of His creation, that you might be like your Elder Brother, in every single aspect; complete and entire and lacking nothing. He is saying, “As I put you into that fire, endure in that fire.” So he is saying

James 1:2   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
Why consider it joy? Why count it joy? “Consider it all joy” is an aorist verb, aorist tense, middle voice, and it is an imperative, a command. Aorist tense means it is a punctiliar verb at one point in time. So he is saying, every trial that comes our way, count it all joy. He is not saying, “Go around and count it all joy” because we are not always going to be in the midst of a trial. But he is saying, “Whenever a trial comes your way, that we count it all joy. That’s my command.” It is in the middle voice which means that we are cooperating with the Holy Spirit because the fruit of the Spirit is love [and] joy. He says, “In everything give thanks.”
I Thessalonians 5:18   18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

You can know that if you are to give thanks in everything, then God is in control. It is the will of God in Christ Jesus because [He] is the Silversmith that has put us into the fire. And in that fire, He is going to do a wonderful work. He is going to get rid of the dross that comes to the surface. We are to put it away and to let it go so that we might be like Him, perfect and entire, and lacking nothing. So it is our responsibility in that fire is to endure.
It says [we are to] let endurance have its perfect result. The Greek word for endure is hupomeno [comprised of] hupo, which means “under,” and meno, which means “abide.” What is our tendency when we hit a trial? Our tendency is [to say], “Let me out of here!” Our tendency is to run away from the trial. Our tendency is to say, “I want your escape hatch! Open it up! I am ready to eject, right away!” But, if we understand what trials are all about, if we understand that it is a process to make us more like Christ, then we do not want to hop out of the crucible. We want to abide under, to remain, to hupomeno, to hangest thou in there so that in the hanging in there, the dross is consumed, the qualities that God wants to manifest are shown, and those that are watching see the reality of our faith, and see that our faith is genuine.
When a silversmith refines silver [and] this is what he saying in Jeremiah [and] Ezekiel, when He refines silver and the silver will not let the dross go and it will not learn from the trial and be purified, then He takes the silver and lays it aside and He calls it “reprobate silver” [or] “rejected silver.”
1 Corinthians 9:24-25 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.  25 And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.
What does it say in James 1:12? “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trials”, who hupomenos under trials, who abides under trials. Why? For when he is “approved”, put to the test, and found genuine, then “he will receive the crown of life”.
1 Corinthians 9:26-27 26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air;  27 but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.
“Rejected” King James says, disqualified, disapproved. The word is adokimos. An “a” in front of a word means “without”; dokimos  means “approved”; so adokimos means “without approval.” [God] is saying, “Listen. Why have I brought trials in your life? I have brought trials into your life to show you the genuineness of your faith and to make you more like Jesus so that you will be complete and entire, and lacking nothing.” Therefore, when you enter into a trial, instead of saying “Let’s get out of here,” you are to hupomeno, abide under because the very abiding in that trial, let endurance have its perfect results that you, silver, may be perfect, entire, lacking nothing. Do you know how the silversmith knows that all the dross is gone? It is when he scrapes off that final dross and looks in that silver and sees a perfect image of himself. The purer the silver, the clearer, the sharper, the more distinct the reflection that the silver gives of the one who is looking in it. So this is why we are to count it all joy when we fall into diverse trials.
Now, Kay takes us to I Corinthians 10:13 because there is something that we need to know about the trials that are going to help us. In I Corinthians 10:13, [Paul] talks about a mixed multitude that came out of the land of Egypt under Moses that had all the same benefits. They were baptized by Moses in the Cloud, they were baptized in the Red Sea, they drank of the same spiritual rock. And the Rock which followed them, he says in the beginning of I Corinthians, was Christ Jesus. It says yet with all of them, God was not pleased, because in the midst of the trials that came their way, many of them did not believe God, did not cling to God [and] did not obey God. They did all sorts of things: they committed idolatry, they committed immorality, and so with many of them, God was not well pleased, so He killed many of them as they went through this wilderness journey. If we go back to the Old Testament, we would see the trials, the testing, that proves the genuineness (or the lack of genuineness) of our faith. If we hit trials and say, “If this is what it means to serve Jesus Christ, if this is what it is going to be, what have I ever done to deserve anything like this, then Jesus, You can just forget it” and we walk away, then what we have proven is that we were never truly born again. What we see in I Corinthians 10:13 is that when that mixed multitude experienced all these blessings of God, but then hit the trials, and some of them did not respond correctly in those trials, we saw that they were not genuine believers in God. [Paul] lays all this out and then makes this statement:
I Corinthians 10:11-13a 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.  12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.  13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man;
In other words, we are never in a situation that is absolutely unique to us that no one else has ever experienced. The word for “temptation” is the same noun, peirasmos, is the same word that is used in James.
I Corinthians 10:13 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
He is saying God is God. He is Sovereign, He rules over all, and no trial will ever come our way that we cannot handle. If it was more than we could bear, it could not come our way. That ought to give us great relief as we walk out of this class. It ought to cause us to fall on our knees and say, “LORD, I can count it all joy, because You have promised me that this test of my faith is not going to destroy me but is going to prove the reality of my faith and it is going to make me more like Jesus, and it is not more than I can bear! You will always provide Your Way of escape”; God’s way of escape, not ours. 
Many women today have said, “Look. God doesn’t expect me to live and be unhappy in my marriage. And He has provided me divorce as a way of escape. “ If you take that tack, you are not walking by faith, because 
Romans 10:17   17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
What does God say about divorce? We need to know what God says about divorce. We need to know that God hates divorce; God hates the putting away of our [spouse]. Kay believes that in divorce, we see exceptions and she believes that exception is unfaithfulness, but she believes that is not a reason to divorce our [spouse]. People are saying, “This is God’s way of escape.” God’s way of escape is never evver ever contrary to whole counsel of the Word of God. So you walk by faith in the midst of that trial, knowing that it is never more than we could bear. 
You say, “But I don’t know how to handle this trial that I’m in.” And God realizes that you may not know how to handle it. So, He says, 

James 1:5 5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
But he says, when we ask, how are we to ask? We are to ask in faith. What is faith?
Hebrews 11:6 6b for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
When we are in the trial, we know that it is

· not more than we can bear, 

· going to make us more like Jesus, [and]

· going to show the reality of our faith to us and to others that are watching

We may not know how to handle the trial so we go to God and say, “God, I don’t know how to handle this. When we come to Him, we have got to know that He is our Father, that He loves us. He wants us to handle that trial properly. If we ask Him in faith, not wavering, He will tell us how to handle the trial.
Many times we run to counselors before we run to the One, the Son Who was given, the Child Who was born, Whose Name is Wonderful Counselor. We are to go to Him. When we go to Him, we are not to doubt because when we doubt, we are like the wave of the sea, tossed to and fro; we are double minded, unstable.
“God, I ask You for Help, Should I? Shouldn’t I? What should I do?”
He says, “Be still. You ask. You ask in faith. You know that I’m going to give it to you. I’m not going to upbraid you. I’m not going to ask you, ‘What are you dong here again, asking for wisdom?’ I’m going to give it to you liberally. I’m going to give it to you generously. I will lead you. Trust Me.” And he will lead us. 
He will never lead us contrary to His Word because we are asking in faith, believing God. If you believe God, you have got to believe everything that He says in His Word. And then He says, “You will be a single-minded man. You will not be a double-minded man. You will not be unstable in all you ways.”
What does God want us to do? He wants us to count it all joy and we know why and how to do it. [If we are] not only a hearer of the Word, but also a doer, we will be blessed in all that we do. [Kay asks us to pray]

Father, 
Thank You for teaching us how we can live in trials; not only teaching us how, but also teaching us why we are to live that way. Thank You for explaining it to  us. Now Father I pray, that as these people leave here, as those that are watching this message walk away from the screen on which it is projected, turn off the tape on which they have heard it, that You will say to them, “Blessed is the man, the woman who perseveres under trials.” For when they are approved, they will receive the crown of life. Amen.
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