JAMES
 Lesson 4
The Flesh Connection – In Trials and Temptations
Our subject, today, is called “The Flesh Connection.” Kay believes that if we take notes and absorb these truths, God will help us in “The Flesh Connection” in trials and in temptation. As we look at “The Flesh Connection,” there are three things we need to watch.
WATCH:

1. what we feel,

2. what we think, and

3. what we desire.
James 1:2-4   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  

We know and have seen that a trial of our faith, every single trial that we enter into, no matter what dimension it is, no matter what hue it has, no matter how varied it is, every single trial that we enter into is a test of our faith that is going to have a result. That result is it is going to produce endurance and steadfastness. When it produces steadfastness, then that steadfastness in that trial will be used of God to make us more like Jesus; to make us, as the word in the Greek means, “perfect,” which means complete, which means mature. It does not mean perfect so that there is no error in us. It simply means to bring us to maturity, which is the full stature of the measure of Jesus Christ. The maturity is Christ-likeness. Every trial that comes our way is a test that, if we endure that test, is going to produce Christ-likeness, endurance, and steadfastness in our lives. 

The key is that when we get in a trial, we have to watch what we feel because no trial is joyous or pleasant. In I Peter 1, he talks about trials.
I Peter 1:6  In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,
When we are in a trial, we must remember that we cannot go by what we feel. If we go by what we feel, the flesh has made its connection and it will lead us into temptation, and it will lead us into sin, and it will lead us into death. When we are in a trial we must be careful about our feelings. We can know trials are distressing and that it is not unspiritual for us to feel distressed in a trial. It is not unspiritual for us to be in a trial and all of a sudden have anger flare up in us. It is unspiritual to let that anger control us. It is not unspiritual in a trial to cry. 

Kay relates an account of how the daughter of a Precepts Ministries trainer and the daughter’s boyfriend were killed in a car accident. She prayed that the trainer remember everything she knows and has studied. She prays to God to bring it to her remembrance and that she not forget those truths that are hers in the midst of this trial. Kay admits that she will put her arms around her and cry with her. 

In a trial, God is not saying we cannot weep, or hurt, or be distressed. He is not saying that because of the nature of the trial, it might be a justified anger or an unjustified anger.  Those feelings that we have are natural feelings of the flesh. When those feelings come, we need to watch those feelings so that the feelings do not control us. By an act of the will, we have to “count it all joy.” The King James Version says “consider it all joy.” That phrase “count it all joy” means “to look down the long road” instead of letting the emotions, feelings and flesh take control of you, you look down the long road and “count it all joy.” Why? Because down the long road, apart from these emotions, feelings and passions that are natural, some day those emotions, feelings and passions will fade or grow dimmer. Kay is not saying those emotions will not hurt as long as we are in this body, but down the long road we will find maturity, Christ-likeness, and if we persevere in a trial, we will receive a crown of life that awaits us. But, if we, in that trial, go by what we feel and let the flesh connect and control us, then in all probability we will end up in sin. And sin ends up in death, as we studied in James when it says 
James 1:13-15  13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
We either have life awaiting us, or we have death awaiting us. He is talking about death to maturity, death to Christ-likeness, death to victory, death to righteousness. When we are in a trial, we need to “consider it all joy.” Kay warns us to watch what we feel and not go by our feelings; “count it all joy.” She tells us it is a habit we need to develop from such things as losing our keys, or the children spilling something on the carpet, or doing something that they were told not to do. As we develop that habit, trial after trial, it is producing in us maturity; the greater the maturity, the greater our opportunity to handle trials as they come along. This is something we need to put into practice and say, “Okay, God, as an act of my will, regardless of what my flesh wants to do, regardless of the way my flesh feels, I will ‘count it all joy.’” Kay shared with us that “count it all joy” is aorist tense and that means “at one point in time.” It is a punctiliar verb that means that every time the trial hits, we “consider it all joy.” We look down the long road at what it is going to accomplish.

The next thing we need to do in a trial is we need to watch what we think because if we think improperly, we are not going to handle the trial properly. If we think the wrong thing, we are not going to be able to “consider it all joy.” If we think “God doesn’t love me,” or “God doesn’t care,” or “God is angry at me and this is why He has done this to me,” or “God, where were You,” then the flesh can get bitter, angry at God, because 
Proverbs 23:7 7 For as he thinks within himself, so he is.
This is why, in the flesh connection, in trials and temptations, we have to be careful what we think. We have to keep our mind stayed on what we know about God. 
There are four things we need to remember in every trial:

1. Remember Who God is,

When we started this course, we looked at Job’s trials; we looked at Job, focusing on Who God was. God is sovereign; He rules over all. This is not an accident; there are no accidents in a child of God’s life. He was not caught broadside, while He was busy doing something else and someone sipped something up on Him. Remember that God is sovereign. So watch what you think.

2. Remember why God permitted the trial,

He has a purpose and the purpose is maturity, Christ-likeness. In Hebrews 5:7, he is talking about Jesus, Who is our Great High Priest, Who sits at the right hand of the throne of God where He lives to make intercession for us. In every trial we have, at the right hand of the throne of God, the Son of God Who has only one ministry because His redemption work is complete, and that ministry is to intercede for us. He has no other ministry! He has gone to prepare a place for us and He will come again. But, His ministry up there in heaven is to intercede for us. In the midst of that trial, Jesus is at the right hand of the Father. Do we think the Father is going to answer His prayers? Of course! Because He prays according to the Will of God because He is God. But, what is this High Priest like?
Hebrews 5:7a In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears 
Did Jesus, in the midst of trials, feel? Yes, He did. Did He cry? Yes, He did. Did He shed tears? Yes, He did. Did He agonize? Yes, He did, because that was very, very loud crying. That is the word there, very loud crying.
Hebrews 5:7b-8 7b to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety. 8Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.
When Jesus Christ came to this earth, was He a sinner? No. Did He ever sin the whole time He was here on earth? No. He was without sin. Listen to this next statement:

Hebrews 5:8-9a 8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.  9 And having been made perfect,
We might say, “But He already was perfect!” But he is not talking about whether He had sin or not. He is talking about the maturity that only comes one way, and that is through trials. Jesus had to be made perfect, mature, [and] complete. Trials are part of what it takes to make us complete in Him. Remember, Jesus was the representative Man. So it says
Hebrews 5:9 And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,
So Jesus learned obedience through the things which He suffered. If we are going to handle the flesh connection in trials, then we are going to have to be obedient to “count it all joy.”

We go to Hebrews 12 and the author talks about running the race in verse one, and then in verse two, he again gives us Christ as our example:

Hebrews 12:2a 2a fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, 
What do trials do? They perfect our faith by counting it all joy and by watching what we think in a trial, we will not think things that are contrary to the truths of the Word of God. We have a choice: to either believe the lie, or believe what God says. That means either to look at circumstances and situations, or look [beyond them] at the long road, at the end of the trial. When we are in a trial we need to “[fix] our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of [our] faith who for the joy set before Him.”  When we are in a trial, [we must] “consider it all joy” because we are looking down the road. What we are in is not joyous; it is a trial. But, we look down the road at the end of that trial, at the product of the trial, at the fruit of the trial, at the eternal value of the trial. That is what Jesus did. 
Hebrews 12:2 who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
In a trial, we are to endure. We are to count it all joy when we fall into diverse trials, knowing that the trial of our faith produces endurance. So we are to endure. He says:

Hebrews 12:2   2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
Some of us have gone through the shame of being molested, or being divorced, or rejected. Some of us have gone through the shame of being as good a [parent] as other [parents] whose children are perfect and we have a child that is not perfect and it is a shame to us. But we endure the shame just as Jesus endured the shame. How did He do it? He 
Hebrews 12:2-5a 2  endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.  4 You have not yet resisted 1bto the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin;  5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord”
Every trial that we go through is the Discipline of the Lord. The [Greek] word for “discipline” is paideia and it means “the sum total of child training.” In the King James it is translated “chastening.” He says in verse five:
Hebrews 12:5 "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him;”
To faint would be to not endure, or persevere. To faint would be to walk away, to give up, to yield to temptation. So he says to “count it all joy.”
Hebrews 12:7-9 7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.   9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 
If we are going to “be subject to the Father of spirits” in a trial, we must “count it all joy” and believe God.
Hebrews 12:10 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness.
“Holiness” is to be Christ-like, to be mature. Then he goes on and says
Hebrews 12:11 11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; 
So this trial in which we do not feel joy is not that we count it joy that our son or daughter just died, or that we have cancer, but we count the trial all joy because that trial is going to make us more like Jesus. We count the product of the trial, the fruit of the trial, the end result of the trial.

Hebrews 12:11 11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 
Romans 5:1-2 1 Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

We, as [children] of God, stand in the grace of God. The grace of God means that God is going to give us everything that we ever need for every situation because grace is unmerited favor and it is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. Grace is everything and anything that we need, in Christ Jesus, made available to us. When we get saved and come through the cross, we walk in to the grace of God and stand in this Grace, permanently. Now, watch what he says:
Romans 5:2b and we exult in hope of the glory of God.
Our eyes are fixed on the hope of the Glory of God and the hope of the Glory of God is that we are seeing Jesus, and getting and gaining that true estimate of everything that is ours. The hope of the Glory of God is heaven, eternal life and everything that we have. He says we have introduction through Christ into the Grace of God in which we stand. His Grace is sufficient. His power is perfected in weakness. 
II Corinthians 12:9b, 10b 9b I will glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ might rest upon me. 
10b   for when I am weak, then I am strong.
Kay puts her eyes on the hope of the glory of God, and is looking down the road,  is considering it all joy, not because of the circumstances, but because of what the circumstances are going to bring that are going to have eternal value. 
Romans 5:3 3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations,

Not only do we hope in the glory of God, “but we also exult in … tribulations.” What do we do? 

i. we exult hope in the glory of  God, which puts our eyes on eternity

II Corinthians 4:18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
What Paul is saying in II Corinthians 4:18 is that death works in us that life may work in others. So that death is this trial. Kay’s, friend whose daughter was just killed, is in a death situation. Everyone who knows about her is going to be looking at how she is going to handle this trial. As she handles it in a way they know they would not handle it, then God is going to be glorified and people are going to be drawn to Jesus Christ.
ii. we also exult in tribulation
The Greek word for tribulation is thlipsis; it is a pressure that burdens the spirit; it is suffering that comes from the pressure of circumstances, or of people. It comes from without. When it comes from without, the Holy Spirit is within to meet it.
Romans 5:3   And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;
Perseverance is hupomone; steadfastness, perseverance; remaining under the load, pressure, or trial, without faltering and without complaining because in a trial we must “consider it all joy.” The minute we begin to complain it means the flesh has made a connection and we are thinking of this trial in the wrong way. We are not seeing it as a heavenly permitted trial, designed for our maturity. And so as we think, we begin to speak; out of the mouth comes what’s in the heart. So then we speak, grumbling and it only makes us feel worse, which will affect our desires. Tribulation brings about perseverance.
Romans 5:4b    and perseverance, proven character;
“Proven character” is the Greek word dokime,. Remember that the trial of our faith is the proof of our faith. That proof of our faith is to put to the test for the sake of proving and it is the same root word. 

James 1:3  knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 
That Greek word “testing” is. 
James 1:12  Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
The Greek word for approved is dokimos. We exult in tribulation because tribulation [brings] perseverance, and perseverance [brings] character. It puts us to the test to show the genuineness of our faith. Every trial shows the genuineness of our faith.
God does not put us in a trial to “lay us low,” or to get us to stumble, or to prove that our faith is not real. He does not do that. He puts us in a trial to prove that it is real, not to try and disprove our faith. Why?

I Corinthians 10:13   No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
He never puts you in a trial that you cannot handle. He always has a way of escape.
Romans 5:4-5 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
So we have the love of God in our heart. That love of God is going to hold you [and] bring you to the hope of glory and hold you in that trial. [In going] full circle we exult in the hope of the glory of God. But, looking at the hope of the glory of God, we exult in the outward pressures because they are going to work perseverance, [which] is going to show us the genuineness of our faith and make us more like Christ. So we hope in the glory of God because when we see Him, the more we are like Christ, the less we will be ashamed. And the more we are like Christ, the greater will be our reward.

In every trial we need to remember:
1. Who God is,
2. why God permitted the trial, and
3. we have access in prayer
Trials can be confusing, in a sense discombobulating, meaning that they can throw us for a loop because we do not know which way to go. We are hit broadside. What do we do?
James 1:5a 5a But if any of you lacks wisdom, 
The phrase “lacks wisdom” is a present passive indicative verb. In other words, we do not know what to do and are in a state of not knowing what to do. 
James 1:5b-8 5b let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  6 But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,           8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

[As Kay] is doing this course on grace, more and more, God is showing her that grace and prayer go together. So many times, in prayer, we do not ask because we do not believe we deserve it. We do not think we have earned it, or merit it or that we have been pleasing to God enough. When we come to God in prayer, it is always on the basis of grace; never on anything which we merit.  When we come to Him, all we have to do is come in faith. Faith means “I’m believing Who God says He is.” We have to have sin out of our lives by confessing our sins, but if the sin is confessed, that is all it takes.
When we are in a trial and we lack wisdom, and we do not know what to do, when we come to God, we have to know not to insult Him by not believing what He says and what He will do. In a trial, remember to pray and remember Who God is! Don’t let the flesh “think us out” of what we would do.
James 1:9-11  9 But let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position;  10 and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.  11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; and its flower falls off, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.
[We might ask], “Why did God put that in there?” In a trial we need to remember 
4. in a trial, our humbling is our exultation
What we see through James, and we have to keep the whole book together. James talks a lot about the rich and the poor. 
James 2:5-6a 5Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6a But you have dishonored the poor man. 

What is the high position that the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in? He is to glory on the fact that he is rich in faith, that although he is humble and low in this life, he is a child of the King. This parallels with I Corinthians 1.
I Corinthians 1:26-31  26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  28 and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are,  29 that no man should boast before God.  30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  31 that, just as it is written, "Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord."
So the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in the Lord. 
James 1:9-10  9 But let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position;  10 and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.
The brother of humble circumstances is a child of God, the King of Kings. Why should He, the Son of God, the King of Kings, a rich man who has had all of 
this honor from the world, all of a sudden glory in his humiliation? Say his trial is losing his riches, losing something that he has esteemed precious. Why should he glory in that? Because what it does is teach him the temporality of life, the fleetingness of riches. It shows him he has an inheritance where moths cannot eat, and gold and silver cannot be stolen, and things cannot corrupt. 

James 1:10-11 10 and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.  11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; and its flower falls off, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.
Whatever it takes to get a rich man’s attention, because not many rich or wise are called, is worth it because it brings him to Jesus Christ. James brings this full circle in verse 12.
James 1:12 Blessed [spiritually prosperous] is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
So, watch what you think! In the flesh connection, in trials, 

1. watch what you feel

2. watch what you think

3. watch what you desire

James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  
In every trial there is an opportunity for temptation. To yield to temptation is to not persevere in that trial, but it is the temptation to run away; to take our way of escape instead of God’s way of escape. That is the temptation in a trial. It is to yield to what we desire. 
All sorts of desires can come up if we do not hupomeno in that trial, we are going to take our way of escape. The problem is that some people will take that way of escape and this is what they say (they think wrong), “God doesn’t mean for me to have to endure this. God doesn’t mean for me to go through this and I am going to handle it the way I am sure God would want me to handle it,” which is not at all the way God would want us to handle it. But, it is our way of escape because we are controlled by our desires.
James 1:14 14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 
That “lust” is the same Greek word as “desire.”
James 1:15a 15a Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
In every trial, if the flesh makes its connection, the flesh always produces sin. In every trial there is an opportunity to yield to sin, so we have to be careful
James 1:15b 15b and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  
In trials and in temptations, remember the flesh connection and do not yield to it. Let us pray.
Father, 
Thank You for Your Word. Thank You, Father, that it’s gut-level/practical. Thank You for James, where we see the Gospel lived-out, walked-out in shoe-leather. Oh, Father, we know what to do, James didn’t waste any time in telling us. He greeted us and then he said, “Count it all joy” when we fall into diverse trials. Father, may we remember what You’ve told us, Father, that it’s for Your good and Your glory; and Father, that a crown awaits us; a crown of life, Father, not a prison of death, oh Lord. Now, for us to hear this is one thing; for us to do it is another. And Father, these women and I will be most miserable if we know these things and we do not do them. May we see, Father, that faith that’s just talk, without works, is dead. In Your Name we pray, Amen.
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