James
 Lesson 6
What Happens When You Yield To Temptation?

Kay asks, “When you yield to temptation, what can you expect? What can we be absolutely sure will happen?” She tells us it will be sin. It may be pleasurable for a season, but that sin leads to death, in one form or another.

We are looking at James 1:13-18, in particular right now, as we look at what God has to teach us about temptation. When we enter into trials and things become difficult and they are not pleasing to us, there is always that opportunity to make our own way of escape, to take our own way of escape. After learning about trials in James 1:2-12 and entering a trial, we are to
James 1:2-4  2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
After telling us that trials bring us to maturity, to Christ-likeness, after telling us 

James 1: 12 12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
After telling us all of this, James wants us to make sure that we know that if in that trial we take a way of escape that is not God’s, and we yield to temptation, that we can not blame anyone else but ourselves. 

James 1:13-14  13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
We should remember that word “enticed” because it will be very significant.

James 1: 15 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 

This is one abortion that every Christian needs to experience, and that is the abortion of desire, that would lead to sin. If we do not abort desires or lusts that go against God, we are going to bring forth a child, and that child will be a nightmare to us, which will bring forth our death. Kay tells of a time during her nursing training when she got to know medical staff who worked in pathology. One day, she got into the elevator with a doctor whose countenance was literally ashen. When she asked him why, he told her of a grotesque distortion of a baby that he had ever seen in his life and he was carrying it in a small white cloth. Kay says that whenever she thinks of James, she cannot help but think of what was wrapped up in that package, that was supposed to be beautiful, that was supposed to bring joy, happiness, fulfillment, and instead of bringing those things, it brought despair and horror and revulsion and expectations of joy led to memories of nightmares.

Kay wants to tell us that if we do not listen to James, if we do not understand sin and where it begins, and if we do not understand where it can lead, she tells us that we may enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, we may enjoy that pregnancy, having conceived sin, but someday comes the time for birth, and delivery, and we will rue the day that we yielded to our desires. 

Kay wants to take us back through the progress that James teaches of how a person steps down and down into death. She wants us to see where sin leads, because God wants us to see where sin leads; but most of all, because we are living in a crooked and perverse generation. What is happening in the United States of America, in the church, instead of us holding forth the Word of Life to others, we are being caught in the snares of sin and death. Our world and our society is being destroyed. Let us look at James 1:13.
James 1: 13a 13a Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God";
There is a tendency when we find ourselves encompassed in the midst of a trial, there is a tendency for us to run out of that trial when God says we are to persevere and stay within that trial. Why? Because a sovereign God has allowed that trial. In the midst of that trial, a sovereign God has promised us that He will not give us anything that we cannot bear. 
I Corinthians 10:13   No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
With every trial, every testing, every temptation He, not we, will make a way of escape. When we are in a trial and it is hard and sweat is just pouring off of us, then our temptation is to follow our desire. He is saying, when we follow our desire, then we have a tendency to blame God. He is saying, “When you are tempted, let no man say he is tempted by God.” Why? Because 1) God can not be tempted with evil, and 2) if God cannot be tempted with evil, and God is God, Holy, Righteous, Just and everything that the Word of God says about Him, and He does not change, then He cannot tempt you to do evil. Why? Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, not to lead them into sin. 

If we are tempted, we know that the cause of that temptation is within, not without; it does not come from above; it does not come from Satan; it comes from within. When we are tempted, we are drawn away by our own lust. Lust is a strong desire of any kind. Lust knows no other mother than our own flesh. Our flesh is the root of all sin. When Jesus Christ comes into our own life, He crucifies us with Christ (this is the message of Romans 6), so that the old man, all that we were in Adam, dies. He puts His Holy Spirit within us. As we die with Christ and were buried with Christ, we are raised with Christ and walk in newness of life. The Holy Spirit comes in.
Romans 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
The Holy Spirit moves in. The Holy Spirit is our power plant, our enabler.

Romans 8:3-4   3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.
God put the flesh to death and He put the Spirit within us. That is what Romans 8 is all about. If the Spirit is in us, then we are led by the Spirit. God gives us the Holy Spirit, by which, then, we can walk not in sin. We can choose not to sin. 
The first step that is going to lead to sin is our lusts our desires. That is what the word “lust” means. The root of all sin is our flesh. In writing to us he says, do not say that the temptation came from God. No man is tempted by God. God cannot be tempted by evil, but every man is drawn away when tempted by his own lusts, his own desires. “I want to be happy. I want to have a good marriage, to have this in my children, to have these possessions, to have recognition. I want to get even with my parents that have hurt me, with my spouse who hurt me, the one who is abusing me.” All of this is wanting something that is not of God. That is a lust, a desire of the flesh, and it is the beginning of sin.
James 1: 14  14   But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
That word “enticed” is a fishing term that means “to lure a fish from behind a rock.” That is where fish like to hide. It is a hunting term that means “to catch an animal in a snare” or “a trap.”  What he is saying here is that every man is tempted when he is drawn away of the devil. Enticed by the devil? Enticed by God? Enticed by some other man? Enticed by circumstances? No. Enticed by his own lusts.  It is our lusts that lead us into sin. 
James 1: 14  14   But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
So, here is lust and following lust, comes temptation, the solicitation to act contrary to God’s Word. When we think of “evil,” what do we think of? We think of adultery, or murder. We do not think of evil as simply going contrary to God’s Word. But, to go contrary to God’s Word is to sin. Everyone is tempted when we are drawn the way of our own lusts. [Restating part of] verse 14, “each one is tempted when he is carried away,” carried along, instead of bringing that desire under control, as we saw in Galatians 5:16, walking by the Spirit so that we do not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. Instead of bringing that under control, then we are carried away and enticed by our own lusts. We looked at temptation and we saw that sin is lying at out door. Ready to devour us, as god said to Cain, if he does not do right. We can know this: if we do not kill that desire, if we fulfill this desire, it is going to lead us into temptation. And temptation leads to sin.
So we move from lusts, to temptation, to the next step down. You notice we are going down and down, and down, farther away from God and righteousness, down into the bowels of death. So we go from lusts to temptation and then to sin. We see that temptation is not a sin; it leads to sin. It is not a sin to be tempted, but it is a warning flag, the blast of a bugle telling us that we are on our way to sin, and we need to draw the reins in. Remember the illustration of the gal at the church? She is on such shaky ground and should leave that church. Next to lust put II Timothy 2:22
II Timothy 2: 22 22 Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
There is so much talk about mid-life crisis today, and men going through mid-life crises, which is nothing more than yielding to youthful lusts; it leads to sin. People are saying, “You can’t help it! That is just something that every man goes through!” By the power of the Holy Spirit, there is no Christian that cannot say “No!” to sin, because Christ is in us! He is our power plant, our enabler so that we do not have to sin! Sin is a choice. If we do not “flee youthful lusts,” we will find ourselves yielding our members as instruments of unrighteousness. Kay asks us to go back to Romans 6 because she is backtracking because she is afraid that if we did not get last week’s message on this, that we might come into the middle of this and not understand.
Romans 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
We can do this if we are a child of God! We died to sin, as Romans 6 is explaining to us. We do not have to continue in sin.
Romans 6:12 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts,
While in this body, we will have to deal with our desires. The more we focus on God and the Word of God..., the more we learn to let the Holy Spirit bring His fruit into our lives (among which is self control), the more we learn not to indulge the flesh, the easier we will find it to deal with sin, because our heart is set upon God. We have received that in-grafted Word and made a clean break with sin. We can know that we will always live in this body of flesh until we die or until we see Jesus. We have to remember this:

Romans 6:12-13  12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts,  13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.
Your body is craving something, a desire that is against the Will of God. What should we do? We should stop and say, “God, that is against Your Will, against Your Word. God, I thank You that the Holy Spirit is within me. I thank You that Your Grace is sufficient, and LORD, right now, I yield myself to You as an instrument of righteousness.”

The minute we do that and we start to walk in obedience to God, we have just walked away from temptation. We have put that desire to death and walked away from temptation. But, the minute we think, “Well, it would not hurt to handle it, just to touch it, just to let my mind think about what it might be like,” then we are on our way down, on our way to sin, and we will bring forth a child, if we sin. And that child’s name will be “Death.” If we yield to temptation, then we have sinned.

Going back to James, we see that he uses graphic terminology. He does not want us to miss the fact that he is talking about conception. He is talking about us conceiving, in our bodies, sin because we have not brought our desires under control.

James 1:15 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
The minute we yield to temptation, that our desire controls us and we take the bait, we have brought forth a child and it is like that child all wrapped up in that piece of cloth that is a distortion of what God intended. The whole problem is that even though we are as a mother in labor, we do not know what we are about to bring forth. The shock of it all is absolutely horrible.

Kay wants to look at sin with us and show us that sin is not just a matter of the body. It is a matter of the mind. Many times we may think about entertaining thoughts of being married to another spouse, or having an affair with another person than our spouse, or even think about what it would be like, and continually think that (because we are so unhappy) “would not it be great if our spouse died?” we have committed murder in our heart! If we think about another person and what it would be like to be married to them, and what it would be like to be their spouse, and what it would be like to sleep with them, and you begin to dream and fantasize about all these things they would do, you have sinned! The problem is that you do not think you have sinned because it has not been the actual act of sin! But, sin can happen in the heart, mind, and body. When sin happens in the heart, it is internal. Or sin can happen in the body, which is external. Do we know why so many husbands are asking their wives to do so many “kinky” things?” Because they have been sinning in their minds and hearts with the magazines and materials they have been reading, until eventually it comes out. Sin can be a matter that is internal, that we cannot see, but it is just as real as the external!
Kay wants us to see, in Psalm 44, God does not lead us to sin, which she admits is backtracking.

Psalm 44:20-21 20 If we had forgotten the name of our God, Or extended our hands to a strange god;              21 Would not God find this out? For He knows the secrets of the heart.
We may hide them from others, but do not hide them from God, for He knows the secrets of the heart.
Acts 1:24-26  And they prayed, and said, "Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, show which one of these two Thou hast chosen  25 to occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place."  26 And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.
God knows the hearts of all men. He knows the secret thoughts of the heart. Next, Kay shows us how the sins that are internal will eventually become manifested in the external.
Matthew 15:18-19   18 "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.  19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.
[We will see the problems caused by the tongue] in James 3. [Referring to verse 19, Kay asks], where did those sins start? They started in the heart. When we [have strong desires] it begins in the heart. In Matthew 5, when Jesus [delivers] the Sermon On The Mount, 
 it shows that with God, it is not a matter of external righteousness, but of internal righteousness. We can keep the letter of the law externally, but internally be full of dead man’s bones. What He really wants them to see is that though we are not committing adultery physically, Kay asks if we have committed it in our hearts? We have not stabbed anyone, or poisoned anyone, but have we murdered them in our heart? In Matthew 5:21-22, He says this:
Matthew 5:21-22a  21 "You have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not commit murder' and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'  22a "But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; 
There is anger, again! All the verses that we were hitting last week and that we are hitting this week, we see “anger” pop up. James talks about anger. 

Matthew 5:22b  shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.
“Raca” means “you fool” or “you idiot.” What have we done? We have committed murder in our heart. We have said to that person, “You aren’t worth anything.” But they were made in the image of God. And that’s the internal sin that He is talking about. 
Matthew 5:27-28  27 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery';  28 but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart.
When it says “to lust after her,” that’s not saying that a man or a woman that walks down the street, sees something, and all of a sudden a thought pops into their mind, that they have committed adultery. When that thought comes into our mind and that lust comes up, then we immediately put it to death. But, if we do not put it to death and let it linger in our mind and say, “Come on and sit down. Let’s think about this together and think about what it would be like” and all that, then we have committed adultery. That is what he is saying.
Matthew 5:29-30   29 "And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  30 "And if your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hell.
What is He saying? Whatever is causing us to sin, get rid of it. Why? 

Romans 6: 23  23  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 If we live a life of habitual sin, we have never been born again. Those who have been born again

1 John 3:9 9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
We can do singular acts of sin. When we have lust and do not kill it, but get into a situation of temptation, and yield to that temptation and sin, death is going to come forth in our life in another form. To the unbeliever, death is eternal. What He is saying here in Matthew 5 is that however bad that desire is, or however strong that desire is, or however compelling that desire is, we are better off going to the extreme that we need to go through than to allow that desire to bring forth sin which, in turn, will lead to death. Sin brings forth death. 

What if we get to the point of sin? What can we do? 

I John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Then we say, “Oh good! Then everything will be like it was before!” No. Forgiveness is there, but it does not mean that everything will be like it was before. Why? This is the problem today in Christendom: we think we can sin and everything is just as it was before. But that is not true! We are forgiven, but there is a harvest to sin.  

Galatians 6:7-9  7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.     8 For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.  9 And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.
When we sin, we confess it! “God is just and faithful to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” But we know that sin always gives birth to death. Kay believes it is not an eternal death, but that there is a death in what could have been. There is a death in the situation that could have brought forth righteousness. There is a crop that comes forth. Sin is the child of desire and it leads to death.
Psalm 38:1-7 A Psalm of David, for a memorial. 1 O Lord, rebuke me not in Thy wrath; And chasten me not in Thy burning anger.  2 For Thine arrows have sunk deep into me, And Thy hand has pressed down on me.  3 There is no soundness in my flesh because of Thine indignation; There is no health in my bones because of my sin.  4 For my iniquities are gone over my head; As a heavy burden they weigh too much for me.  5 My wounds grow foul and fester. Because of my folly,  6 I am bent over and greatly bowed down; I go mourning all day long.  7 For my loins are filled with burning; And there is no soundness in my flesh.
It sounds like he has a physical problem as a result of his sin.

Psalm 38:8-16  8 I am benumbed and badly crushed; I groan because of the agitation of my heart.  9 Lord, all my desire is before Thee; And my sighing is not hidden from Thee.  10 My heart throbs, my strength fails me; And the light of my eyes, even that has gone from me.  11 My loved ones and my friends stand aloof from my plague; And my kinsmen stand afar off.  12 Those who seek my life lay snares for me; And those who seek to injure me have threatened destruction, And they devise treachery all day long.  13 But I, like a deaf man, do not hear; And I am like a dumb man who does not open his mouth.  14 Yes, I am like a man who does not hear, And in whose mouth are no arguments.  15 For I hope in Thee, O LORD; Thou wilt answer, O Lord my God.  16 For I said, "May they not rejoice over me, Who, when my foot slips, would magnify themselves against me."
What is he doing? He is acknowledging that he has sinned. No excuses. It has been his sin, his iniquities, his folly.
Psalm 38:16b-18 16b Who, when my foot slips, would magnify themselves against me."  17 For I am ready to fall, And my sorrow is continually before me.  18 For I confess my iniquity; I am full of anxiety because of my sin.
This was written by the psalmist, David, and this is what he says at the beginning, “A Psalm of David, for a memorial.” What is David saying? “Don’t yield to the desires of your flesh. Don’t let your desires lure you from the rock. Don’t let your desires ensnare you and entrap you, because temptation brings forth sin, and sin brings forth death.” Kay wants us to know that on one side of the pleasures of sin for a season, there is pain, disappointment and hurt. There is a harvest to sin. Kay asserts that it will not make her a popular teacher because it is not what the United States of America, and Christians in the United States of America want to hear. But, we have made our own bed. We are lying in our own bed and it is filled with filth simply because we have not known and received the in-grafted Word. In James 1:21, he talks about us being children of God. He talks about us in verse 18 being “brought forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.” 
James 1:21 Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

Kay thinks that so many times, when we think of saving our souls, we think about not going to hell. But, if we understand the Greek word for soul is psuche, this word means our “mind, soul, will, emotions, intellect”; the internal part of us. What he is saying is, “Do you want to keep your emotions, your mind, your intellect, and your inner person intact? Then I’ll tell you what to do: receive the in-grafted Word, the implanted Word. In other words, let the Word conceive in you righteousness, instead of lust conceiving in you sin that brings forth death. You receive this in-grafted Word that is able to save your soul, your mind, your intellect; that inner person.

Somehow, when he says “able to save your souls” in James, Kay does not think, personally, at this stage of her understanding of James, that he is talking about whether we go to heaven, or whether we go to hell. She thinks he is saying, “Sin brings forth death.” Why would he take it that far, if that couldn’t happen to Christians? Kay does not believe he is talking about eternal hell.

Kay shows us one other thing to think about in all of this.
James 1:13-14   13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
“Enticed” means “to lure a fish out from behind a rock.” Who is “the prince of this world?” Satan. And what is he out to do? He is out to destroy us. He is called 
· “the destroyer,”
· “the father of lies,”
· “the prince of this world,”
· “the prince of the power of the air,”
· “the enemy of our soul,”
· “the accuser of the brethren,” and 
· “the tempter.” 
Now, we live in the world. 
Satan is in the world and there are all sorts of temptations. What is going to cause us to sin? Is it Satan? Is it the world? No. They provide the atmosphere for sin to take place. But, everyone is tempted when we are drawn away from “the walk” by our own lusts. In Numbers 20, it is the second time that Moses has the Jews complaining to him because there is no water to drink, and they are ready to get Moses, again. So Moses runs and cries to God.
Numbers 20:6-8 6 Then Moses and Aaron came in from the presence of the assembly to the doorway of the tent of meeting, and fell on their faces. Then the glory of the LORD appeared to them;  7 and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  8 "Take the rod; and you and your brother Aaron assemble the congregation and speak to the rock before their eyes, that it may yield its water. You shall thus bring forth water for them out of the rock and let the congregation and their beasts drink."  9 So Moses took the rod from before the LORD, just as He had commanded him;  10 and Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly before the rock. And he said to them, "Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?"  
Moses was angry. The desire was in him, overtook him, and he yielded to it instead of obeying God’s Word, and speaking to the rock. They were on the brink of going into the Promised Land. Forty years he had been with those Israelites.

Numbers 20:11 11 Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank.  
All sin comes because we choose to walk by our own desire instead of to believe God. To believe God is to obey God. 
Numbers 20:12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them."
What happened? Moses died on the other side of the Jordan River. Did God forgive him? Yes. Did Moses still love God? Yes.

Deuteronomy 32:4 4"The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.”
What did Moses do? His own desire took him away from the Rock where he was safe.
Deuteronomy 32:48-52  48 And the LORD spoke to Moses that very same day, saying,  49 "Go up to this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab opposite Jericho, and look at the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the sons of Israel for a possession.  50 "Then die on the mountain where you ascend, and be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people,…”
God is the Rock; He is Holy; He is Just; His ways are righteous; He does not alter the Word that goes out of His Lips; He is no respecter of persons. If we do not bring our lust to death, and yield to temptation, sin will happen. When sin comes forth, it brings death. We need to fear God, not accuse God of tempting us or soliciting us to do evil. God does not do that. We need to recognize that the desire came from our own lust. But, with Jesus, that lust can be put to death and we can walk in victory! It is possible! It is just a matter of choice.

We can not blame the devil, or the world. Jesus said, “Father,
John 17:15 "I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.”

And then He said this, the same thing that, in essence, James says, “Father,

John 17:17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.”
Won’t you receive, today, this in-grafted Word, which is able to save our souls from that horrible child of sin? Let’s pray.

Father,
Thank You for Your Word. Thank you that it is a sure Word. Thank You that it is a Word which we do well that we take heed. Thank You, Father, that it is a light. Thank You that Your commandments are life and Your reproof to keep us from the evil way, to keep us from the evil one, to keep us from walking according to desires that are not of You. Oh, Father! Oh, Father! May we flee youthful lusts. Father, may we remember that every good and every perfect gift comes down from You, Who is above, in Whom there is no variableness nor shadow of turning. Oh Father, may we remember that You brought us forth by Thy Word of Truth and may we live by that Word of Truth, so that, Father, we walk as the first fruits of Your creation, revealing, Father, what it is like to be a son or daughter of God, set free from sin. Father, use this, to set Your people free. In Your Name I pray. Amen.
� Kay references a Bible study and her book, How Can I Be Blessed?, published by Revell
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