James
 Lesson 7
Free From Anger, Wickedness, Hypocrisy, and Partiality

Kay asks if we have ever seen the word of God as something that can liberate us, something that can set us free from anger, wickedness, a religion that is hypocritical or not real, or free from partiality. Kay assures us that is what we will see today as we look at James 1 and 2. She wants to put it into context and show us the word of liberty, the word of truth that can liberate us, she starts at verse 17:
James 1:17  Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.
As she reads this, she wants us to watch for two phrases:

1. “the Word of truth,” and

2. “the perfect Law of Liberty.”

James 1:18-21  18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.  19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.
“Beloved” is a word used by the Apostles and Disciples. 

James 1:22-24 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.
He is likening being a hearer of the Word, but not a doer, to a person who looks into a mirror. Watch the transition.

James 1:25  But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the Law of Liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.
He has just talked about the Word, and what he is doing is giving a new title to the Word of God, not changing subjects. He says, “But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the Law of Liberty.” The “Law of Liberty” is the Word of God. So many people do not think of it as a Law of Liberty; they think of it as a law of constraint, or as a law that is going to make them miserable, or unhappy, or keep them from enjoying themselves, or being what they really ought to be. And yet God calls the Word the perfect Law, the Law of Liberty.
James 1:25 - 2:1 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the Law of Liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.  26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.  27 This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.  2:1 1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
The King James Version says “partiality.”
James 2:11-12 11 For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not commit murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the Law of Liberty.
What is the “Law of Liberty?” The Word of God. If we will remember, Jesus said, when He was here on earth in His Personal Ministry, that He did not come to judge them, but to save them. But they would be judged by the Word, which He spoke. So what is He talking about? He is talking about the Law of Liberty, the Word of Truth, the Word of God, the Word of God which is able to save us from anger, to free us from anger, wickedness, from filthiness of life, from a religion that is useless or hypocritical because it is not a true religion. It frees us from partiality, and this is what we want to look at and it will be our outline. The Law of Liberty that frees us from
1. anger,

2. wickedness,

3. a religion that is vain or hypocritical, and
4. partiality.

Kay wants to take us to this Law of Liberty and before we begin, she wants to show us something before we begin in Psalm 19. When he talks about the Law of Liberty, he is talking about the authoritative body of truth, the Word of God. In it, we begin to see a parallel between Psalm 19 and the truth he is conveying to us in James, and all over the Word of God.
Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
In James it says, 
James 1:21b  receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.
In James, we hear him saying, 
James 1:19b   But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;
Psalm 19:8-9a 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.  9a The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;
What does the Word of God produce? It produces fear for God. If it produces fear for God, then some day when we are judged by that Law of Liberty, we will be fine with the LORD. We do not have anything to fear because it has made us clean, causing us to remove filthiness and wickedness, etc. 

Psalm 19:9b The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.
Humanity’s judgments would look at the external, the way one is dressed and make an evaluation on that basis, or perhaps on the position held. But the Word of God sets us free from partiality.
Psalm 19:9b-11 9b The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.  10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.  11 Moreover, by them Thy servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.
We are warned, keeping us from going in the wrong direction. James talks about a reward in chapter 1, verse 12. He also talks about our judgment and how we are going to be judged by the Law of Liberty.
James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
In keeping them, there is great reward.
Psalm 19:12-14 12 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults.  13 Also keep back Thy servant from presumptuous sins; Let them not rule over me; Then I shall be blameless, And I shall be acquitted of great transgression.  14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.

We will pick up the parallels in these passages. In James 1:1-12, James explains God’s goal for us, which is that we be perfect. 
James 1:4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
The word for perfect is teleois (te,leioj), and that means “to come to maturity.” When God uses this word, in respect to us, He is not talking about us always absolutely doing everything perfect. But He is talking about us coming to Christ-likeness, and that is a process that begins with the day of our birth into the kingdom of God, into the family of God, and it continues, all the way through, until the day we die, or Christ comes and He takes us home to be with Him. God wants us to be mature and He wants us to come to completion; to come to the stature or the measure of a man or a woman of God.
Ephesians 4:13b  to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.
This is His goal for us. What He explains to us in James 1:1-12, that it is trials that God uses, varied and multiplied and variegated, and all different sorts and degrees and dimensions of trials that God uses in our lives to make us more like Jesus Christ. He tells us in the twelfth verse 
James 1:12   Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
We saw that the word “approved” means “to put to the test for the sake of approving,” not for the sake of destroying, but for the sake of approving. When the person is approved, they will receive a crown of life which the LORD gives to all those who trust in Him. In James 1, first of all, he deals with trials. Then in verse thirteen through sixteen, he deals with temptation. Why? Because in a trial, there is always the temptation to take our way of escape,  to blame God for the way we respond, if we do not respond adequately; to say, “God, this was more than I could bear,” or “God tempted me and I couldn’t handle it,” or “God put me in a situation that was too much for me.” He says that any time we are tempted to do evil, we can know that the temptation does not come from God. Why? Because of Who God is!
James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
God is the Father from above. Every good and perfect gift comes down from the Father above. He does not cause us to do evil. He is the One; there is no variableness, no shifting of shadow with Him. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. So when we are tempted, we can not say that the temptation is coming from God; that temptation is coming from within. We are being enticed, drawn by our own lusts because we live in a body of flesh. Kay believes that life is just one trial, or test, after another. In that test, He is going to show us the reality of our faith, how this perfect Law of Liberty in our life, in the midst of these trials that bring temptations, the perfect Law of Liberty is able to set us free from behaving contrary to the character of Jesus Christ. All the way through James, he is going to show us a faith that is real, so that when we get into trials, and the temptations come, we can see that our faith is real because it helps us control our anger, it sets us free from our anger and cleanses us, helping us to put away our filthiness and our wickedness. We are not just hearers of the Word, but doers of the Word. We no longer walk by what our eyes can see, and the deceitfulness of our heart in partiality. Our faith is real because 

· it produces good works,
· it brings a control over our tongue, 

· we see we have a wisdom from above, and not a wisdom from beneath,

· we are not walking according to our lusts, but humbling ourselves according to the Mighty Hand of God, submitting to God,

· we seek not our will, but we say, “if the LORD’s wills,”

· we are not like the rich who oppress the poor, but more like Job, who endures and perseveres through the trials.

He is showing us how the Word is able to save our soul. In James 1:13-16, He explains to us that doing evil is never of God. The source of evil is within; and the Word of God, as we receive it, is going to take care of that evil within. In verse seventeen, he explains to us that good comes from God. This is God’s Nature. God never departs from Who He Is. 

James 1:17  Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.
When light comes, when there is pure light, when that Light comes down it takes care of shifting shadows. God is pure, Holy, Good, and He neither changes nor shifts. 

Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.
Anything that belongs to evil, wickedness, or the flesh is not from God. He wants to make sure that we understand that, and verse eighteen.

James 1:18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.
This phrase, “brought us forth” refers to giving birth by the Word of Truth. James is speaking to Jewish brethren, who were the first converts to Christianity. On the Day of Pentecost, there were proselytes, but there were primarily Jews there. On the Day of Pentecost, God added three thousand to the church of God.
Acts 2:41b and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
Those three thousand were Jews and they were the firstfruits. In a harvest, when they sowed a seed. He says, “When they brought us forth by the Word of Truth.” He is going to use two metaphors: that of birth, and that of seed and planting. He is going to start out with the birth metaphor, and then the one of seed and panting. He is saying God gave us birth. Then, he is going to move to the metaphor of seed and planting. He is our heavenly Father, Who gave us birth by the Word of Truth. If we would say to Kay, “If God’s my Heavenly Father, who is my mother?” She would answer that the Word of God is like the mother, the Word of Truth that brings us forth.

In John 3, Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night and says that he knows that He is from God. Watch what Jesus does:
John 3:3-5   3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."  4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?"  5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
“Truly, truly” means “absolutely, absolutely.” There is lots of debate about what it means to be “born of water,” but Kay believes that “born of water” is a metaphor referring to the Word of God because it takes the Word of God for us to be born again.
Romans 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
So it is the Word of God. What does he say in James 1? He talks about us being brought forth, which means being born, by the Word of Truth. 

James 1:18  In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.
This give us a good hint on witnessing. When Kay was witnessing on an airplane, returning from California, she asked if he wanted her to take a picture of a man sitting next to her, and his wife. When she had done this, he wanted to thank her with a bloody Mary. She said  “No, thank you.” While on the way back to the rest room she was warned about the man’s improper behavior tendencies. 
During that flight, Kay says that “other things went on” and Kay knew she had to write that man a three-page letter, in essence telling him that “if he didn’t turn, he was going to burn.” She told him of her past and how she had changed, and gave him her name and address. Then she gave him the letter as they were disembarking from the plane. In that letter she gave him the Word of God because that is what brings us to Jesus Christ. We are born again by the Word of God.

John 1:12a  12a But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
That is mankind’s responsibility to receive Jesus Christ.
John 1:12b  12b even to those who believe in His name,
But, watch the Sovereignty of God and Salvation.

John 1:13  13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
We were born of God, and He uses the Word of God to bring us to Himself. But, listen, birth is just the beginning. There is a process of sanctification, which means “to be holy.” God said, through Peter,

I Peter 1:16  because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."
So there is a process of sanctification, which James calls the saving of your soul. The minute we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior, we have been born again. God has redeemed us, body, soul, and spirit, although all that has not taken place. When we die, because we have Jesus Christ, our body will some day be resurrected, and we are going to get a new body. Now that is a guarantee.
Philippians 1:6  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
That is a guarantee that is laid down in the Word of God. But, between receiving Christ and dying, or being caught up there is the restoration, or the saving of our soul. Remember, the Law of the LORD is perfect restoring the soul. The word for soul is “life.” It is a “Hebrewism” [sic] that referred to the total man. When they were talking about the soul, they were talking about the inner person, what made you the person you are. 

When we get saved, we are not brought to maturity or made perfect yet. There is a process of sanctification, of growing us up, of transforming us.
II Corinthians 3:16-17  16 but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
“Whenever a man turns to the Lord,” that is salvation. And “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” That is why he calls the Word the Law of Liberty.
II Corinthians 3:18  But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.  
As we are in the perfect Law of Liberty, bathing in the Word of Truth, then we are being transformed “from glory to glory” to the image of God. This is what the Word of God is going to do. Therefore, birth is just the beginning, there is the process of sanctification, then there is the saving of our soul. God uses trials and tests, of varied sorts, to bring us to that saving of our soul, to bring us to that maturity. These tests that come our way can produce anger. As we begin to go through this process of sanctification, it can produce anger. Why? Because we begin to see what we are not. We begin to see our failures,  what righteousness and holiness and Godliness is. Seeing that, and seeing how far we have fallen short, can produce anger. Kay asks us, if we have ever gotten angry because we are not what we thought we should be, or because others are what they ought to be, but we are not we thought we should be? She also asks if we have ever gotten angry because others tell us what they think we ought to be, or point out what we are not and what we ought to be? Or we are walking along, thinking we are doing fine and someone inserts a Scripture, or a Biblical Truth, and we are confronted with that Biblical Truth, and we want to do in our flesh? The flesh wants to excuse itself, or justify itself. 
The firstfruits of the harvest were the part of the harvest that became ripe first: the first grapes, the first tomatoes on the vine. Then a harvest comes afterwards. We are part of that general harvest; the Jews were the firstfruits of God’s creatures. There was more to come. What he is saying if God brought us forth, to be the firstfruits of His creation. If we plant a seed, what do we get? If we plant corn, do we get tomatoes? No, we get what is in the seed. God has planted the Word in us, so it is going to produce righteousness and holiness.
James 1:19-20  19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.
He is going to show us that the Law of Liberty can set us free 
1. from anger

Anger is an emotion, and it is an emotion that is sometimes justified because there is a righteous anger. When we go through the Old Testament, we find out who is angry the most is God. And it is a justified anger because He is angry at sin.
There is also an unjustified anger, but anger is never, ever, to control us. We are never to be controlled by our emotions. We are to be controlled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

So as we grow, and as God begins to move in our life, we need to learn to be quick to hear; not only the Word of God, but we need to be quick to hear what people are saying, to listen all the way through, making judgments too quickly. He talks about judgment in here. We have to learn to be quick to hear and slow to speak. Why? Because when we are quick to speak, we will speak without hearing, or speak out of emotions rather than speaking out of truth, or righteousness. So we need to be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger, because 
James 1:20  the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.
In Ephesians 4:17, he is telling them how they should walk. He is telling them that they should not walk as the Gentiles walk. 
Ephesians 4:17-18a  17 This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them,
They are ignorant of the Word of God. They are ignorant of the Word of Truth. 
Ephesians 4:19a  19a and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality, 

They have walked strictly by their flesh.
Ephesians 4:19b-24  19b  for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.  20 But you did not learn Christ in this way,  21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,  22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,  23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.  
He says, “Okay, here you are. You were the Gentile, or you were the lost Jew. You walked in all this filthiness and the futility of your mind. Now, you have received Christ. When you received Christ, you put off all that old man and put on that new man. That new man is going to be renewed, continuously, through the Word of Truth. So you walk in this new man. This is the process of sanctification. This is the saving of your souls.”
It is a parallel with James .Listen to what he says in verses twenty-five through twenty-seven:

Ephesians 4:25  25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  
But what does he say in James 2? Do not be partial. Why? Because we are part of the body of Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 4:26-27, 29-30 26 Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,  27 and do not give the devil an opportunity. 
29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.  30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
The Holy Spirit seals us the minute we get saved. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit inside.
Ephesians 4:31  31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  
He is saying we should get rid of all filthiness and wickedness. We must not let anger control us. As we receive this in-grafted/implanted Word, and start to walk by the Word of God, then we are going to define ourselves by this perfect Law of Liberty, set free from anger. We live in a nation full of angry people; they are shooting each other, right and left; they are putting each other to death; they are destroying one another. But as we, the firstfruits of His creation, come to maturity, we cannot be controlled by anger. Therefore, verse twenty-one connects with verse twenty. In light of the fact that we must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger because the anger does not work [for] the righteousness of humanity. Therefore, putting aside all filthiness, and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the Word, the perfect Law of  Liberty, implanted which is able to transform us.
The Law of  Liberty sets us free 
2. from wickedness and filthiness,

Anger often comes because we have not dealt with wickedness or filthiness that is in our own heart. Therefore we are to do two things: we are to remove the sin that God exposes by the Word of Truth (we have to put it away), and we are to welcome the Word. Let us look at removing sin. 

God is never satisfied with partial purity, partial goodness, partial righteousness, or partial obedience. He wants to bring us to total maturity. So all of this has to go; we have to remove the sin. He tells us to remove two things: all filthiness, and all wickedness. This means all moral uncleanness, all impurity. This means all the two-sided innuendos and jokes have to go. 

Kay returns to the story of the man on the plane, who had been leaning on her as she was whispering to Betsy. The second time, she whispered, “…and Jack said…, ‘Jesus saves.’” Then the man said, “Jesus saves. Hallelujah!” She looked at Betsy and said, “Pearls,” and she knew exactly what Kay meant. Later on, God brought that man and that woman to the place where Kay gave them her devotional on grace, which opens up with two illustrations of a man in depression, Cowper, and John Newton, who was an immoral man who raped slave women in the hold of his ships. He is the one who wrote Amazing Grace. Anyway, when that man found out that Kay was a Bible teacher, there was a change that Kay thinks was a conviction. When they got off the plane, he stopped by and he said, “ I want you to know that we are going to read your book on our next flight.” And Kay thought, “Good! Nick’s going to read the letter and you are going to read the book. We may have salvation here.” 

So we put away moral uncleanness and impurity. Number two, we put away all that remains of wickedness. That could mean “general wickedness,” which it probably means. But it also means “malice, ill will, and maligning.” We will see that anger and malice go together. It could be translated as “an attitude of mind that desires the injury of others.” He is saying this to us because when we received Jesus Christ, we are not totally perfect, we are not absolutely mature. We have been living in this world. We have put off the old man and put on the new man, but that new man is constantly being renewed by the renewing of our mind, by the Word of Truth, by the Perfect Law of Liberty. So, we need to put aside this filthiness and this wickedness and receive the Word. How do we receive the Word? Watch what he says and we will take it in order. We are to receive it in humility, which is the opposite of self-assertiveness; it is gentleness, meekness. The word receive is an aorist imperative, a command and implies urgency. It is not something we are to neglect; it is something we are to be on right now.
He has moved from the metaphor of birth to seed and planting. Watch what he does:
James 1:21b 21b receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.
In Mark 4(:3-8) we have the parable of the sower. You  say, “But the Word has been implanted here, because we were saved by the Word of God.” Yes, we were saved by the Word of God, but as that Word settles in our heart, we are to receive it in all its fullness. 
The parable of the sower shows four kinds of soil. Kay believes only one kind of soil depicts true Christianity. The first is “by the wayside” and the bird gets it and take it away. 
The second one goes into the ground, but because of the rocks, it does not put down its roots, but it goes straight up and does not bear fruit because it has no roots. When heat (trials, or pressures) come,  it shows that it has not been in good soil, because the trials make it not fruit-bearing.  
The third soil show that the seed comes up among thorns. The thorns choke the Word so it becomes unfruitful. James is talking about a life that bears fruit in chapter 2. We have seen it in observing, that “faith without works is dead” (James 2:26).  The fruit of true Christianity, we are going to see, is works. We are going to see what kind of works; the fruit of it, not the way it happens, but the fruit.

What is he showing in that fourth soil? [“ ‘they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold’ ” (Mark 4:8b)]. Why the difference in harvest? By the amount of seed that is received. He is saying, “Look,  you make your choice on maturity. The more you receive of the Word of God, the more you will find yourself saving your soul in the sense that more and more you will be sanctified and be like Jesus Christ.” Remember, in that fourth soil, in Mark, that there are three yields of harvest: thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold,’ ” and it all depends, not on the seed but on the soil. We have a great responsibility, to receive the Word implanted, which is able to save our souls.
He says, 
James 1:22   22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.
When he was talking, those Jews understood immediately what he was talking about. They lived in a world where this would happen. They had teachers that would travel all over who were rabbis. They had Greek teachers and philosophers that would travel all over. People  would come by the droves to hear them and there would always be two classes of people there: hearers who just came to hear what the teacher had to say, to debate it or mock it. But, there was another class there. Among those hearers were disciples, who were the ones who heard and lived according to what they had heard. They were doers of the Word. In John 8:31, Jesus brings this home very clearly

John 8:31 31 Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 
It is not just a matter of hearing, it is a matter of abiding or remaining “ ‘in My word.’ ”
John 8:32    32 and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
Free from sin! Free from what we used to be.

 John 8:33-34, 36    33 They answered Him, "We are Abraham's offspring, and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You shall become free '?"  34 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 
36 "If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
When we are a true hearer of the Word, we are free from sin. Not just the wages of sin, but also the power of sin, and eventually the penalty of sin. So he is saying here, “Don’t be just a hearer, be a hearer who is a doer.” As we are a doer, that perfect Law of Liberty will set us free.
John 8:32  “and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
It will set us free from wrong-thinking, walking in anger, filthiness and uncleanliness. It will set us free to be what God intended us to be. This is the Law of Liberty.

The Law of  Liberty sets us free 
3. from hypocrisy in religion, or a self-deceived religion
James 1:26   If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.
He is saying we can think ourselves to be religious, we can think ourselves to be a Christian, and not be. He is going to talk all the way through James about the test of a true faith, and a tongue is one of the tests in James 3. This person’s faith is worthless. What is “pure religion?”
James 1:27  This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
by the world that would squeeze you into is mold.

What is a “vain religion?” What is a religion that is worthless? What is he not saying when he is talking about a vain religion? He is not talking about a religion that is without content or hollow, but it is a futile religion that does not bring us to our goal, or to God’s goal. A vain, worthless religion is a religion that does not bring us to our goal of maturity. 
There are people who profess to be Christians, and their Christianity is centered on external expression. It is centered, many times, on a legalism, or a separatism from the world that does not change us, or transforms us, but keeps us away from the world. He is saying that a pure religion, a true religion, keeps us unstained by the world, but puts us active with others, visiting the orphans and widows, and taking care of them. True Christianity is a “hands-on” Christianity. It is not something that separates us and sets us apart by its doctrine, legalism, or ceremonies, but it actually works in us so that it has an affect on humanity. If we go back, we will find that our hospitals, schools, and all of this are born out of Christianity. A true religion gives us contact with humanity. Why? Because “God so loved the world….”

Kay’s final statement: “True Christianity does not separate us from humanity, or their needs.” 

The last point she has is that the Law of Liberty, the Word of Truth, sets us free 

4. from  personal favoritism
from looking upon people and judging them and honoring them according to their appeal to us, according to their wealth, their clothes, their rings, etc. We will examine this next week. This is pure religion, and undefiled. It is taking that Law of Liberty that sets us free and makes us what God wants us to be, which is mature like Jesus Christ. Let us pray.
Father, 
Thank You for Your Word. Thank You that it is a sure Word. Thank You that it is a cleansing Word. Thank You that it is a Word that gives us birth and brings us into Your family, but that it is a Word that transforms us, that saves our souls, that molds us and makes us into the image of Jesus Christ. Oh, Father, I pray today that we will receive one hundred percent of the Word which You have sown in our hearts and that it would bring forth a one-hundred percent harvest, a harvest that will set us free from anger, from  wickedness and filthiness, that will set us free from a religion that is worthless, and that will set us free from partiality. We thank You, now, and praise You, in Jesus Name. Amen.
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