James
 Lesson 8
Is Your Christianity Worthless Or Real?

Prove yourselves doers of the Word. Do not have a religion that is worthless. That is what James is all about. As we look at this critical second chapter of James, about which there is really and truly much controversy—not just in this day and age, but controversy down through the ages, it is so important that we keep chapter two in the context of what James is all about. Kay suggests that we just take down some notes by way of review. 

James is all about a faith that is real, a faith that works. James is showing us, in his Epistle, the relationship of works to faith. The word for “faith,” in the Greek, is pistis (pi,stij). The verb “to believe” is pisteuo (pisteu,w) {pist-yoo'-o}. So we see that faith and belief are one and the same thing. We could define it this way:  

When we really are convicted, or persuaded, about something, then we are going to live accordingly. Basically, there are three elements to the Biblical kind of faith: 
1. a firm conviction or persuasion,

2. a surrender to that knowledge, and

3. a conduct inspired by such surrender
A true faith is a faith that has evidence to it. That is what James is showing us. It is a faith that works and is not useless. Then, he comes down and shows us in chapter two that true faith does not show personal favoritism.
James 2:1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
“Personal favoritism” would be that we might look down on a person because they were poor, or look up to someone because they are rich. In other words, we begin to divide our attention according to what a person is or is not. James says that is not true faith; there is no personal favoritism.
James 2:8   8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.
True faith lives by the royal law rather than by partiality. What is the royal law? "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." We do not want people to show partiality towards us by the way we are dressed, or not dressed, whether we are rich or poor, etc. True faith speaks and acts according to the Law of Liberty. 

James 2:12 So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.
As we looked at James 1:25, he talks about the Law of Liberty.
James 1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.
What is he saying? This Word of God, this Bible that we have, is the Law of Liberty. It is not constraint. It is a law that is the truth, and the truth sets us free. We are to abide by that Law of Liberty. If we abide by it, we are not just hearers, but we are, in effect doers. Therefore, our faith is proven to be real, because there are works that show the reality of our faith.
The last thing we see in James 2:13 is

James 2:13 13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
Mercy triumphs over judgment. As we study it, we will see that if we are really born again/born from above, if we have a true faith, then we will be a merciful person. In that mercy, we will treat people properly, not with partiality, and we will love them the way we ought to love them. 

In verses fourteen through twenty-six, he is going to show us, again, by way of illustration and flat out statements, that true faith produces works. That is what James is all about—a faith that is real. Kay suggests that we put down two things:
1. In, James 1:1-12, he shows us that we are perfected by trials. That is why he tells us 

James 1:2-4 2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

that we might come to maturity.

In James 1:19 ff., he is going to show us that faith is perfected by works. In James 1:1-18, we are perfected by trials. In James 1:19-5:20, he will show us that our faith is perfected by our works. He is going to show us that works are the fulfillment of our faith. He uses this word “perfected” on through the second chapter. He talks in James 1:4 that we are to be perfect.
James 1:4 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
In James 1:17, he talks about every good and perfect gift that comes down from the Father above is a perfect gift.
James 1:17 17Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.
In James 1:25, he talks about the perfect law. In other words, it is complete; it is total.
James 1:25 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.
In James 2:22, he talks about a perfected, mature, complete faith.
James 2:22 22You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
His works refers to Abraham. James is all about trials that perfect us and faith that is perfected, comes to maturity, and completion through us. 
James 2:1-4 1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.  2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?
What is he talking about, here? He is saying, “Look, you believe in Jesus Christ. Now, in believing in Jesus Christ, I don’t want you to have a faith in Christ that shows a personal favoritism. That’s not a real faith in Christ because a real faith in Christ is a faith that is going to fulfill the royal law.”
James 2:8  8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, 
What is the royal law? “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” What two commandments do all of the Law and the Prophets hang on? It hangs on loving God. 
Matthew 22:37-39  37 And He said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 "This is the great and foremost commandment.  39 "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'”

So, if we really have faith in God, then we have to fulfill the royal law. If we fulfill that royal law, then we can not show personal favoritism. That is what he contrasts, here. Watch the contrast here.
James 2:8-9   8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.  9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
Can we be a Christian and live in transgression against the Law? Well, we are saved by grace and not the Law. We are saved by faith and not by works. Therefore, can we not have a faith and say we believe, and break the Law? How do we know we cannot? Is the Law evil? No. Romans tells us that the Law is good. There is nothing wring with the Law. The problem is us. And Jesus says in Matthew 5, in the Sermon on the Mount, that He did not come to do away with the Law, but rather He came to fulfill the Law. Therefore, being a Christian does not make us Law-less. Being a Christian means we now have the ability to fulfill the Law because the Spirit of God moves inside of me. So, therefore, if we are showing partiality, we are not fulfilling the Law. Why? Well, in the first place

John 3:16  16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
He loves them white, black or yellow; He loves them all! He loves the people in Japan as much as He loves the people in the United States of America. There are some American that, because of WWII do not think that. He loves the blacks as much as He loves the whites. There are some blacks that do not think so and there are some whites that do not think so, but He loves all humanity because “God so loved the world.” Did Jesus Christ come just for the rich? No. As a matter of fact, who has He chosen in this world?
1 Corinthians 1:26-29   26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  28 and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are,  29 that no man should boast before God. 
What have we seen in James? We have seen God talking, all the way through this book about the rich and the poor. Remember in James 1, the poor man is to rejoice in the fact that he knows God. The rich man is to rejoice in his humility because it made him see temporality of life and that it is not his riches that are going to save him. In James 2, He talks about showing partiality, between the rich and the poor, and that was a problem in those days. It is a problem today, too! As a matter of fact, it was so much a problem in those days that they could go to a store and rent rings! They could go to a shop and they could rent rings for special occasions! So they would go and rent the rings and put them all on so that they would get special attention! They could go to a store and rent clothes. Why? Because in that society, they looked at a man according to his jewelry and his clothes and they honored him, or respected him according to the way he was dressed. God says, “Look, you belong to Me, now. Prove your faith. Prove the reality of your faith.” 
Don’t have a religion that is worthless. A real religion loves. It loves, not just the poor (and this is a problem, too), but it also loves the rich. It just is not a respecter of persons, and it does not honor the rich above the poor. There are some that honor the poor above the rich, and that is not fulfilling the royal law. The royal law says we are to love others, our neighbors (whoever is around us) the way we would love ourselves. That is not saying we have to love ourselves; what it is saying is that we are to love and honor others the way we would want to be honored; treat others the way we would want to be treated. Do we want to be treated because of the way we look, or just because we are who we are? This is what He is talking about here in James. [Briefly,] if we are really walking with the LORD, if we are going to prove a Christianity that is a true Christianity, we will not show partiality. We will fulfill the royal law. Kay show us a passage in Galatians 5 that goes with James 2:8:
Galatians 5:6a 6aFor in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything
In James, he is talking to the Jews, the circumcised. He is saying, “Look, your religion, the fact that you are circumcised, doesn’t mean a thing. What really counts is

Galatians 5:6b 6b but faith working through love.
In other words, here is a faith that is working! We know that a faith is real because it is working through love/because it is loving.
Galatians 5:13-14  13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."
Kay tells of meeting a man who was administrator for Precept Ministries and thought the man really did not know the Lord. He was a wonderful administrator, but he did not have love. He did not have a real hunger for the Word of God. She never communicated this with anyone, but one day she got a letter that read, “Don’s been saved!” Then, she got a tape and heard Don’s testimony. Then, she got a letter and this is what he said:

After all these years, and at fifty-one, I finally got saved. For so long I had been so organized, and so disciplined, that I just organized myself into being a Christian.

I was disciplined. I knew the principles. I preached it and taught it and witnessed to it. And God took that, even that little bit that I gave Him, but I never let Him go inside. All these years you have seen in me a surface Christian, never really repenting of all the badness that was in me. 
As I am sure people have said, “You mean that as good as you are, you’ve never been a Christian?”

And I’ve said, “The miracle is, as bad as I’ve been, God took that and did something with it. He is real. He saved me, all the way.” 

When I called my mother, she said, “It must be recommitment or rededication.” But I tell you, that’s what I’ve been doing all these years. I’ve re-committed. I’ve rededicated. I’ve taken a new step of faith. I’ve said I was  filled and I’m tired of that. I know the difference. I was saved, all the way in, and God has made a difference in my life. 

It’s a change. That smile will finally be there [he didn’t smile]. That love and that concern are finally there. More changes will come. God still has some work to do. My sin has not been so much all these surface sins. I never repented. God has changed my heart.

What James is talking about is a faith that is real, a faith that changes the heart. And as it changes our heart, it produces good works. 
James 2:14-16  14 What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?  15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 
Kay would mark the word “use.” Verse 14, he says, “What use is it.” In verse 16 he says, “What use is that.” 
James 2:17-18   17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  18 But someone may well say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."
What we see is the use of faith, more in this passage, verses fourteen through twenty-six, than you see it anywhere else in the book. It is kind of like a pivotal point, a summarization of where he is showing us the reality of true faith that is seen by its works.

Kay mentions that she has underlined the phrase “show me” in verse eighteen.

James 2:18-20 18 But someone may well say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?
Now, look at 1:26:

James 1:26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, 
Now, when he is talking about religion, what is James talking about? He is talking about true Christianity, He is talking about true faith. We use the word religion separate from true faith today. But he is not using it separately. He is saying
James 1:26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.
In verse 14 he says that if you say that you have faith, but you don’t have works, what is the faith? What use is it? He is saying that it is useless.
James 2:20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?
It is absolutely useless because it is not real.

James 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, 
Luther would go, “Ooops!! Justified by works?!!” Luther tried to be justified by works for a good part of his life as he lived as a Catholic monk. When he saw this in James, he said, “James does not belong in the Word of God, because Romans says we are justified by faith. Now, is Romans contradicting James, or is James contradicting Romans? No! Romans tells how a man is saved, how a man comes to faith in Jesus Christ. James shows how a saved and justified person lives. Romans show how a man is justified and James shows how a justified man lives. We cannot throw out James; it is part of the Word of God and is showing us the balance/the perspective.

James 2:21-22 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;

Not that faith came into existence, but faith was perfected, brought to maturity, brought to completion, even as trials perfect us.
James 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God.

And so [the Scripture that says was fulfilled], the Scripture that said, "And Abraham believed God, and it was [counted] to him as righteousness" was fulfilled in the fact that we saw the reality of Abraham’s faith when he believed God, and when—in faith—he offered Isaac, the son of promise, on the altar. He knew that if God put him to death, God would have to raise him from the dead. Hebrews tells us that.
Hebrews 11:19a He considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead; 
James 2:24 You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.

He does not say that you see that a man is justified by works and not by faith. He says, “that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.” You say, “Well, can’t faith bring us to Jesus Christ?” Kay will show us how this happens.
James 2:25 - 26  25 And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.  

What he is showing us in the book of James is true faith has works. If our faith does not have works, then it is not a real faith; it is a dead faith; it abides alone. What he is showing us in chapter two, verses fourteen through twenty-six is that true faith/genuine faith/real faith/saving faith is not mere words/not what we say/not our creed/not what we believe. We say we believe in God? 
James 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
It is not mere creed, but true faith is justified by works. It is not mere words. It is not mere creed, but it is justified by works. Kay will show us how.

When a person comes to believe in Jesus Christ, they move form Law to Grace. The law was never given to save us. The Law shows us 
a. how righteousness behaves,
b. how God wants us to live,

i. God wants us to love Him

1. not covet,

2. not commit adultery

The Law was never meant to save us because the Law cannot change us. The Law reveals what we are, revealing the sin within us, but it cannot do anything to change that sin. God knows that, so He brings us to Himself by Jesus Christ. In Grace, He makes available to us everything that Jesus Christ has and is. Grace is unmerited favor, unearned favor. Someone has made an acrostic out of it:

God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense
We are not saved by the Law, we are saved by grace.  The Law came by Moses. Grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 
Ephesians 2:8a  8a For by grace you have been saved through faith;
through believing in the Lord Jesus Christ
Ephesians 2:8b-9 8band that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, that no one should boast.
So it is not by my works that I have been saved; it is a gift from God. If we could say that we was saved by works, or by keeping the Law, or by my own righteousness, then we could boast. 

The prophet Jeremiah is showing them their failure to keep the Law. In chapter thirty-one, Jeremiah is talking about a New Covenant; the Law was the Old Covenant
Jeremiah 31:31-33   31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them, 
Under the Old Covenant, where is the Law? On tables of stone. 
Jeremiah 31:33b-34   33b “and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 "And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."
This passage is quoted by the author of Hebrews, 8:8-12 and 10:16-17, showing that now that Christ has come and died on the cross, we are now no longer under the Law, which has become obsolete (Hebrews 10:13) that we are under the New Covenant. That New Covenant grants us forgiveness of sins. It takes the Law that was external and engraves it on our hearts. 
Jeremiah 32:38-39a   38 "And they shall be My people, and I will be their God;  39a and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me always,
If I really fear God, I am going to obey Him because to fear Him means to respect Him, to trust Him. 
Jeremiah 32:39b-40  39b “that they may fear Me always, for their own good, and for the good of their children after them 40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.”
True faith puts the Law within, puts the fear of God within so that we will not turn away from God, but we are going to respect God and trust Him. If we respect Him and we trust Him, it is going to show. That is what James is telling us; that if we have a true faith, it is not worthless; it shows in its works, in the way it responds in trials and does not walk away from God denying God. It shows in the way that it knows and understands that if it sins, that sin is not being called by God because God is a good God and He cannot be tempted by evil. He brought us forth to be the firstfruits of His creatures. If that faith is within, we cannot live by anger, and live in filthiness and wickedness. That ingrafted Word brings forth a fruit and we begin to put these things out of our life. If God is within and the fear of God is within us, then our tongue and affections are going to be controlled because the love of God is within us. We are going to fulfill the Royal Law. If God is within us, there will be mercy within us because God is inside of us and there is going to be a life that shows the reality of our faith. Ezekiel 36 shows us how all of this is possible.
Ezekiel 36:26-27   26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
A Christian cannot help producing good works because the heart of stone is taken away and we are given a heart of flesh. The Law, which was external, is now written within. The Holy Spirit is put within and the Holy Spirit is our power plant, our engine, the One that enables us to go and be what God wants us to go and be. James is all about what we will be, “because of what we is.” So, the Holy Spirit is within.
Philippians 2:12a 12a So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed,
James talks about a faith that does not just that hears, but a faith that obeys. James is all about “work[ing] out [our] salvation with fear and trembling.” It does not say we are to work for our salvation; we should work out. “Work out,” in the Greek, means “to carry out to completion.” But we cannot understand that verse without the next verse.
 Philippians 2:13  for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
How did He get in us? By believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is God Who is at work in us.
Ezekiel 36:27 "And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”

For it is God Who is at work in us, willing “both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” How can we have a faith that is real? If we have a faith that is real, we cannot help but do good works, because God has put His Spirit within us and taken away the heart of flesh and given us a brand new heart of flesh.

Romans 5:1-2  1 Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

Romans talks about entering into that grace by faith. James talks about walking in that faith, the thing that is going to produce good works. What happens?
Romans 6:1-4 1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase?  2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
What is James all about? James is all about the newness of life that we walk in [sic]. James is all about the works that justify the reality of our faith; the works that prove the reality of our faith. 
Romans 6:15a  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 
Kay asks us to think for a moment. If we show partiality, what is that? Sin. If we commit adultery, what is that? Sin. If we commit murder, what is that? Sin. [So then] showing partiality is sin as adultery is sin? Yes. If we keep the whole Law, as James (2:10) says, and we break is in one point, we are guilty of all. So James is saying {although] we are not committing adultery, we are not murdering, we are also not to show partiality. Why? Because true faith is not Law-less. [Paul] says, “Okay. Shall we sin because we are not under Law? Because we have true faith, then can we walk against the Law?” He says
Romans 6:15b-16a  15b May it never be!  16a Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, 
True faith obeys. That is what James is saying: Don’t be just a hearer, but be a doer. That is obedience.
Romans 6:16  Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?
If we control our tongue, if we show mercy, if we do not show partiality, if we are patient and persevere in trials, if we do not yield to temptation, what are we doing? We are walking in righteousness. And that is what James is all about; the righteousness of faith.

Romans 7:4  Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God. 
Dying to the Law and being married to Christ does not make us Law-less because the Law shows us righteousness. But what we could not do under the Law, under Christ we can because Christ not only calls us unto righteousness, but Christ enables us to be righteous. That is what James is showing us: the righteousness that comes from being married to Christ. 
Romans 8:1-3a 1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  3a For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did:
The Law cannot make us righteous because of the weakness of the flesh. So, God is going to make us righteous; by sending His Son, He condemned sin in the flesh in order that the Law might be fulfilled.
Romans 8:3 3For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

If we walk according to the Spirit, what will be the result of that? Righteousness! It is going to be good works. That is what James is saying: Christianity is not just mere words; it is not what you say, “it’s what you is” [sic]. It is not what we say; it is what we do. “And what you do is because of what you be” [sic]. And it is not mere creed because the demons believe there is a God, but has it changed their life? No. They have enough sense to shudder. “Them that don’t know God, don’t even have enough sense to shudder” [sic].

True faith produces works. And the way [others] know our faith is real is by our works, because the Spirit within us causes the Law to be fulfilled. 
Romans 2:5-11   5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,  6 who will render to every man according to his deeds:  7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;  8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.  9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek,  10 but glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  11 For there is no partiality with God. 
He is saying that eternal life belongs to those that do good, and judgment belongs to those that do evil. He is saying this in the book that presents the Gospel of justification by faith alone. He is showing us in Romans that true Christianity fulfills the Law; true Christianity produces good works and that is what he is sharing here in Romans 2.
Matthew 7:22-26   22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'  24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.  25 "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.  26 "And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.
What is He saying to us? He is saying, “If you have faith, you show it to me and I’ll believe you. You show it to me by

· works,

· that newness of life,

· that obedience of faith, 

· showing Me that you are not just a hearer of the Word that can recite the Word,
but that you are a doer of the Word.” 

Not that we do it in our own strength or energy, but that we are able to do it because of the Spirit of God which is in us because He brought us forth, we were born again, as James 1 says. We were brought forth by the Spirit of God, by the Word of God that we might be the firstfruits of His creation. In other words, we are going to be like our Father. James is telling us, in essence, this: if we say we have faith and there is no life to back it up, that is a dead faith, not a live faith. It is a useless faith. It does not matter what we say. It is dead. It is not real.

Now, [we must] prove yourselves by the reality of your faith by the way that we live, not by what we say nor by what we believe, but by what we are, by the way we live. He shows us in I Corinthians that we, if we are truly, truly, born again, then there is a change. And if there is no change, then we are deceived.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  11 And such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.
We were justified. Therefore, those things can not be the works of our life. In II Corinthians 13, Paul has just proven his position in Christ, his calling from God.

II Corinthians 13:5a Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! 
How can we examine ourselves? By our works. We do not examine ourselves by what we are saying, or what we say we believe. We can, because if we say we do not believe Jesus is God, then we are not saved. But, we can say we believe that, but how can we know? Examine ourselves.
II Corinthians 13:5b Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?
Galatians 5:19-21  19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Ephesians 5:5-6   5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
James is talking about a faith that is real. Not empty words, but a life that proves the reality of our faith. Is our faith real, or is it like Kay’s friend Don, who has his Christianity organized, he is saying the right things, he seems to be doing (in essence) the right things, but Christ is not within. Because He is not within, Don is not producing those qualities like love, mercy, and other truths, and works that come form a life that is real. Kay asks, is our faith real? Are we sure, without a shadow of a doubt, that we are born again? If we were to examine ourselves, would we pass the test?
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