James
 Lesson 9
What Are The Works of Faith?

James says that faith without works is dead. That it is alone and it is absolutely useless. What are those works of faith that show us that our faith is real? This is what we want to look at today, as we study James. Kay will go through James 2, almost verse by verse to look at the works of faith; works that show our faith is real. What are these works of faith without which our faith is dead? As we answer this, Kay wants us to remember that James has a goal: to take us, who claim to know Jesus Christ and claim to be Christians, on to perfection, on to maturity that is Christ-likeness. Kay believes that what James is trying to show us is that, real faith will go on to maturity. Real faith will never stay stagnant. As it goes on to maturity, we will see works that show the reality of our faith. 
In James 1, he shows us that we are to count it all joy when we encounter various trials because the trial of our faith, the testing of our faith will have its perfect work that we might be perfect. So he uses the [Greek] word teleios, which means “to bring to maturity, to bring to perfection, to bring to completeness.” What he says in James 1:4:
James 1:4   And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
When we come to James 2:22, he wants our faith to be perfected, to be mature, to advance.

James 2:22   You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
Faith is brought to maturity; it is brought to completeness; it is brought to all that it ought to be. It is important that as we look at this passage in James 2:26 that says, “faith without works is dead,” that we understand where James is taking us, to a faith that is mature so that we will be a mature person—Christ-like.  
James 3:1-2a   1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.  2a For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, 
He is not saying that he is perfect, without error. He is saying that he is a mature man; he is a complete man. Once we learn how to control our tongue, so that we do not stumble on what we say, 
James 3: 2b   2b If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.
If we can remember this about James, it is the Gospel in shoe-leather, it is concerned with living out this faith that we profess, and he is showing us how we come to perfection, how we come to maturity. This is a process. It is not instantaneous. Even as we go through change, there is no such thing as “instant holiness.” All the way through, he is talking to “my brethren.” He is talking about judgment, the tongue, trials, temptation, not showing partiality. And he is talking about all these things that need to come forth in our life, but are a process. This is what we see when we look at faith without works.
James is concerned all the way through the book at how we speak and how we act.
James 2:12   So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.
If we went back to chapter 1, he would say
James 1:19   This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;
He would be talking there about our speech, and then he goes and he says put away “all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness” [James 1:21]. He is telling us how to act. He is saying, do not be just a hearer of the Word, but be a doer. So speak and so act. All the way through, James is concerned about our speech and our actions.
James 1:26   If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.
All the way through, he is talking about speaking and acting.

If faith is something that we verbally claim, but we do not have to demonstrate, how can we be judged by the law of liberty?
James 2:12   So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.
James uses “judged” a lot. What is the law of liberty? It is simply the Word of God. In John 12:47-48, Jesus says this:
John 12:47-48   47 "And if anyone hears My sayings, and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.  48 "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.”
Jesus is saying, “Look, if you hear My sayings and you don’t act on them, then I am not going to judge you.” But, what is going to judge you? The Word of God is going to judge you. Doesn’t that fit in with James? If we hear the Word, but we do not do it, then we deceive ourselves. So what he is saying in James 2:12 is “So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the” Word of God. So John 12:48 parallels with “so act.” Let’s look at “so speak.”
Matthew 12:36-37   36 "And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment.  37 "For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned."
“Careless” means “useless;” that is so convicting. So James is all about you and I living out the faith by watching what we say and what we do. He tells us that we are going to be judged by the perfect law of liberty. 

Kay asks us to reason with her on this. James is saying, “Faith without works is dead. Show me your faith. You say you have faith. Show me your faith by the way you live.” Kay thought that when we get to the end and we are judged, we are going to be judged by what we say and what we do, not by what we profess. Judgment is based on our words and our actions, which show the reality of our faith. 
What are the works that James talks about that are going to be judged by God? What are the works that James talks about that prove the reality of our faith, that prove that our faith is not dead? Kay believes he shows us three of them:

1. Love – real faith will produce love,

2. Obedience – 

3. Trust – a faith that trusts and acts on what is not seen
Immediately, our mind runs to Hebrews “faith is the [evidence] of . . . things not seen” [Hebrews 11:1]. Kay believes this is what James is showing us in James 2:14-26. She believes we could take all the works of Christian life and put them in one of the three categories.
James 2:14   What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?
He is not talking about getting saved by works. He is talking about a faith that is genuine so that on the day of judgment, that faith can be seen. Can that faith save him? Then, he give an illustration and Kay does not believe that illustration is just a random illustration; she believes it has a purpose and it fits in the context. 
James 2:15-16  15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 
Now, he is taking that illustration and tying it to a statement
James 2: 17   17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
In other words, it is just a profession without a possession. What he shows us in this first illustration is that if we really had faith, it is going to be seen in love. Love will be evident. Kay believes love is a work of faith. 

In James 2, he has been talking about love.

James 2:1   My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
What is personal favoritism? Personal favoritism is that we favor one person over another person on the basis of our own evaluation of that person.
James 2:2-4  2 For if a man comes into your assembly  with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 
In other words, we are honoring one person above another person. Is that the love of God? No, because God does not do that. He says, have you “become judges with evil motives?” God tells us, in James, that we are not to judge; only God judges.
James 4:11   Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it. 
What does the Law say? The Law says, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” [Leviticus 19:18]; you poor neighbor, your rich neighbor, whatever. Any other [person], “you shall love [them] as yourself” If we start judging and discerning one above the other, honoring one above the other, the we are judging the Law and saying, “The Law is not right.” So he says he
James 4:11b-12   11b speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it.  12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor? 

In James 2:4 he says, if we make distinctions and show partiality, then we are a judge “with evil motives.” Then in verse 5 he says, 

James 2:5   Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
If we love God, what are we going to do in respect to our bother? We are going to love our brother. 

James 2:6-7   6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?  7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?  8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.
There is another part of the royal law: You shall love your God, [Dt. 6:5] and you shall love your neighbor. 

James 2:8b-9a   8b "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.  9a But if you show partiality,
Note the contrast. If we show partiality, are we loving our neighbor? No! We are not loving our neighbor as ourselves.
James 2:9-13    9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  11 For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not commit murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  12 So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
Is it merciful [for us if we see someone have a need, [without money or food] and the they have needs of physical things, and we just bless [them] say we will be praying for them and we do not meet their needs, is that mercy? No. Mercy is seeing another person’s need and moving, with our resources, whatever they are, in order to meet that need. That is mercy. Can we say that we someone and not have mercy on them? No, because love desires another’s highest good. Love is neither inactive nor passive. Love is active; it is always demonstrated.  
He moves from personal favoritism, partiality and from saying that we are to speak and to act as those who are going to be judged by the Word of God. He talks about mercy, triumphing over judgment. 

Then he moves right into faith that says that it believes but does not have works. He chooses an illustration that shows that if we really have faith. If we have faith and want to demonstrate out faith, then are going to demonstrate it in love. Love meets the needs of another person; it is not just a sentiment. James shows us that if we do not have love, we are not born again.
I John 3:10a   By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God,
“Practice” is in the present tense in the Greek. It means “habitually practice righteousness.” He is not saying we are always totally righteous. Present tense does not mean it is always, always, always true; it means it is habitual. It does not mean that we never fail. James is not saying to us that these things must always be one hundred percent in our lives for our faith to be real. He is challenging us, taking us on to maturity, on to perfection and our work keeps showing this. In I John 3:10, he is saying if we do not, as a habit of life, “practice righteousness,” then we “are not from God.”
I John 3:10b   nor the one who does not love his brother.
“Love” is in the present tense; “does not [keep on loving] his brother.”
I John 3:11-12a    11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;   12a not as Cain, who was of the evil one, and slew his brother. 
What did Cain do? If we go back to Genesis 4, we would see that Cain talked to God, offered sacrifices to God, but his faith was not real because he would not offer to God the kind of sacrifices God wanted, and because he killed his brother. 
I John 3:12, 14-17a  12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one, and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother's were righteous.  
14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.  15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  17a But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him,
If we treat someone that way, what is James saying? If we see that someone has a need and we say, “Oh! God bless you! God warm you! God clothe you!” and we do not act to warm them, and clothe them, and meet their needs, then is that real love? No! Love is one of the works that demonstrates our faith. Why? Because love works. Love is active
I John 3:17-18   17 But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?  18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.
So it is in truth if it is in deed. That is what he is saying. If we went on, we could go all the way through I John 4 and Kay believes the word “love” is used twenty-eight times. 
I John 4:19-21   19 We love, because He first loved us.  20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.  
I John 5:1 1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him.  

That does not mean love Jesus; it means love those who believe that Jesus is the Christ because they are the ones born of God. It means love our brothers.
I John 5:2 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.
Which takes us to the second work of faith:
2. Obedience

If we say that we love God, what are we going to do? We are going to obey. If we want to know if our faith is real, our faith will be real and one of the works will be love, which means we do not just talk about it, but it is seen in action. It is demonstratable (sic) by the way we live. 
James 2:18a    But someone may well say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works,
Can we show our faith without the works? No. On the Day of Judgment, how is the reality of our faith going to be seen? By the way that we live! 

James 2:18b-22   18b show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?   22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
brought to maturity; brought to completion.
James 2:23-24   23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God.  24 You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.
Kay shows us, in Romans 1:5, what the Bible talks about in respect to faith and obedience.
Romans 1:5  through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles, for His name's sake,
Romans 16:25-26   25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past,   26 but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith;

What he is saying is the work that true faith produces is obedience. Let’s see this.

In Genesis 12, God promises barren Abram and Sarai that they are going to have a child, and that through [Abram] and the child that comes from [Abram], all the nations of the earth will be blessed. He promises him a son. [Abram] waits and waits and waits, and still no son. 
In Genesis 15 [Abram] comes up with another way to get a son:
Genesis 15:2-3   2 And Abram said, "O Lord God, what wilt Thou give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  3 And Abram said, "Since Thou hast given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir."
In other words, “God, are you just going to make my heir my servant and I missed You. You are not going to give me a son. I have  not gotten a son, yet.” 
Genesis 15:4-5  4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This man will not be your heir; but one who shall come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir."  5 And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."

In other words, “Father Abraham, here you are looking at the stars and you are going to have descendants that are like all these stars and [they are] going to come from your own body; that seed is going to multiply like all those stars.” That is what He is saying. 
Genesis 15:6   Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.
How was Abraham justified? Galatians and Romans tells us that this is the day that Abraham got saved; he was justified by believing God, that one would come from his body that would be the seed. That seed he was speaking of was Christ, but if we would trace the genealogy of Jesus Christ, humanly speaking, by Mary, down/back through the ages, it goes right back to Adam and Eve.  This is when Abraham was saved. 
How do we know that Abraham is truly born again? James is going to show us so we see the reality of his profession. How do we see the reality of his profession?
Genesis 22:1a 1a Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, 

And what does God do to the true believer? He tests the believer, and the believer perseveres, endures, does not turn around and forsake God in the middle of the test.

Genesis 22:1b-2 1b and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."   2 And He said, "Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you."
If something happens to Isaac, Abraham does not have an heir! And God has told him back in Genesis 17 that Isaac will come from his loins and not Ishmael. Isaac is his heir. Now, he is about to take the only one through whom the Christ is going to come, through whom we are going to have all the multiplication of the stars of the heavens, and the descendants of Abraham; he is about to take that one and kill him. He goes:
Genesis 22:9-12   9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there, and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood.  10 And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.  11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."  12 And he said, "Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God"
His work proved it because Abraham was obeying God.
Genesis 22:12,18    12 And he said, "Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me."  18 "And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."
There is the  obedience of faith. It was not with Abraham a mere profession; it was an obedience of faith. That is what he is saying here; what you see is Abraham obeying. Hebrews 11 is talking about faith; it is the Faith chapter. 
Hebrews 11:17-19a  17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son;  18 it was he to whom it was said, "In Isaac your descendants shall be called."  19a He considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead;
 from which he also received him back as a type.
In other words, what did Abraham know? Abraham so believed God that he knew that if he put Isaac to death, God would have to him because God made a promise. That is faith! That is the obedience of faith
Hebrews 11:19b 19b from which he also received him back [from the dead] as a type.
or as a parable, or as a figure, because as soon as he was ready to plunge in the knife, then Isaac was dead, in that sense because he was going to obey God and he knew God would have to raise him up from the dead. It is an obedience of faith and this is what the Bible talks about.

 Kay wants us to see, in Acts 5:32, that obedience and the Gospel go together; faith and obedience are synonymous.
Acts 5:32  32 "And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him."
We get the Holy Spirit by belief. He connects belief and obedience together; they are  synonymous. This does not mean that we are always totally perfect, that we never sin or fail; she is not saying that. She is talking about a habit of life, not a one hundred percent performance of it. She is not saying that if we do not have a one hundred percent performance at each time, we are not born again. She is saying that our faith is real if there are works and obedience that show it. She is not saying that sometimes we do not work, do not love, or do not obey.
Romans 2:5-6   5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,  6 who will render to every man according to his deeds:
Our deeds, our works show our faith. 
Romans 2:6-8a  6 who will render to every man according to his deeds:  7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;  8a but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth,
Truth is not just something we hear, or quote; it is something we are to obey. If we are just hearers of truth, it is not going to save us. We are to be a hearer and a doer because if we are truly saved, works are the inevitable result of faith! We cannot restrain them. They are there.
Romans 2:8-10  8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.  9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek,  10 but glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
Is he saying we are saved by works? No, because all the way through Romans he is shows that we are not justified by works, but faith, and what he is showing us is true faith produces works. 
Romans 2:10-11  10 but glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  11 For there is no partiality with God.

Here he is showing us the reality of a faith that works. Kay takes us to Matthew 25 to show us love in action, and obedience in that we love the brethren because that is a command. 
Matthew 25:31-40  31 "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  32 "And all the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;  33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.  34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  35 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;  36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.'  37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink?  38 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  39 'And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'  40 "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.' 

Does that mean they are saved by their works? No, because during this time the Jews are going to be persecuted by the Anti-Christ. Everyone that does not have the mark of the beast will be put to death. These people have not taken the mark of the beast. They have ministered to Jews that were in need. Why did they do that? Because they believed God and true belief results in obedience and true faith results in love. We see love and obedience combined! 

And then He talks about the others that He can send to hell.
Matthew 25:41-46   41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;  42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink;  43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.'  44 "Then they themselves also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?'  45 "Then He will answer them, saying, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.'  46 "And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
We are not made righteous by our good deeds; the Bible teaches us that all the way through. We are made righteous by faith, but true faith produces righteousness. 
Hebrews 3:18-19  18 And to whom did He swear that they should not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient?  19 And so we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.
Unbelief and disobedience are synonymous, just as faith and obedience are synonymous. This is the example of trusting or acting in what is not seen. 
James 2:25   25 And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  

If we understand Rahab, which is Joshua 2, we know this: that Rahab had heard about God, the Red Sea experience, and the deliverance out of Egypt. Rahab had heard and so she believed that this God, who had sent these two spies, that at the risk of her life she should hide the spies, and the spies would come back and protect her when God destroyed Jericho. She heard, she believed, she trusted in something she had not seen. She heard and she believed, and it was seen that she believed by what she did: hiding the spies.
Hebrews 11:1a  1a Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
What was she hoping for? Deliverance. She knew that God was going to destroy Jericho because that was what the spies told her. 
Hebrews 11:1b   1b the conviction of things not seen.
Rahab showed the reality of the fact that she believed what she heard about God by the work of hiding those two men.

True faith overcomes the world.
I John 5:2-4a  2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.  3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.  4a For whatever is born of God overcomes the world;
Those are the works that overcome the world. It is the works that keep us from temptation. It is the obedience of faith that keep us that makes us walk and not yield to temptation. It is the love of God and the obedience of faith that causes us to do good to our brother. It is trusting and acting on what God, says rather than what the world says that enables us to overcome the world.
I John 5:4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world -- our faith.
This is the victory that has enabled us to overcome the world.
Ephesians 2:8-9  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
It is a pure gift; it is not as a result of works. We are not saved because we loved our brother, or because we persevered in a trial, or because we went to church and all these other things, but we are saved strictly by of faith, strictly by grace. But true faith, true grace, does not leave a man in sin or disobedience, the way he was; it changes a man. We are 
Ephesians 2:8-10 8b saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, that no one should boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
We created in Christ Jesus by faith and faith, alone, by grace and grace, alone, not by works, or circumcision, or by baptism, or church membership; By faith and faith, alone. We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, under good works which God has from before ordained that we should walk in them. We are able to walk in them because we have a true faith, a genuine faith .
All James is talking about in his epistle is what a true faith is like. The only way we know that we have true faith is by the way we live; it is by our works. That is the way we show our true faith. So, speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law of liberty.

WORKS ARE INEVITABLE WHEN OUR FAITH IS REAL.

They will be the work of love, the work of obedience and the work of acting and trusting what God has said, even when we have not seen it. Let us pray
Father, we bow before You with the searchlight of Your Word upon us. And Father, we need to examine ourselves to see whether or not our faith is real. If it is not real, then we need to come to You and repent.
PAGE  
1

