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Precept Ministries
Jude

Lesson 1

As a people, and unfortunately, even as a church we collectively seem to have become indifferent to truth. We want a cure. We care not about the source or the means, we simply want relief. And we want it now. We’ve become tolerant of the individual—his desires, rights, pleasures—and in doing so we’ve threatened the health of the body of Jesus Christ. We’ve threatened the good, the welfare of the whole community, the family and really the church, because we have so glorified and so focused on the individual that we’ve forgotten that the church is a community. This is a communion of the saints; this is the universal church, the body of believers that belong to the head, the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet we have turned to ourselves as individuals and we have glorified the individual. We see ourselves saying, “Everything is relative” by bringing the philosophy and thinking of the world into the church and it just doesn’t work. We have become indifferent to the truth. God has given us the answer to this problem in the book of Jude.

Jude was written not to merely warn us about such men who, by their own lifestyles, have brought in these destructive heresies and ungodly lifestyles to the church, but it was also to call us, the readers, into action. This is a book of warning, not only warning us about ungodly people but, in doing so, it also calls us into action in response to these ungodly people.

Jude 1-3 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved of God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity (felt compelled) to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. Jude is writing to tell them that they are to take action: to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” Why?

Jude 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who… These people have crept into the church totally unnoticed. There they are in the church and they are men who do two things: 
1. Turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and 
2. Deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
What makes them dangerous is that they are not separate from the church, standing outside, but instead they have come in—crept in—unnoticed. They are just sitting among you and associating with you. As you marked the passages where you learned about these men, you see that they were in the church, in the love feast, sitting there with brashness. God says that’s not to be! Instead, you are to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” Why? Because these people have crept in unnoticed, sitting in your love feasts and they are going to do damage. 
We’re living in a day and time of tolerance in which we say, “Whatever you want to believe is perfectly all right. After all, you have a right to your own beliefs and I have no right to say that one of you is wrong. I hold my beliefs, you hold your beliefs; I tolerate you and you tolerate me.” It’s the number one virtue in our society today. So much so that if I say that you’re wrong, then I am intolerant and you become intolerant of my intolerance. That puts us in a dangerous place in our society, because if we “earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” and stand for absolute, pure, unadulterated truth, then we’re going to be deemed as intolerant bigots and punished as a result. This is on the horizon. 
Josh McDowell has a passion to awaken the church to this “virtue” which sounds good but which is not when you get below the normal meaning of the word to go into the depths of the way it has been adapted and used today. We’re in great trouble and don’t have much time. We might face imprisonment, judgment and persecution if we “earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”
These ungodly people are in the church. They have crept in unnoticed. Jude, in this short epistle, is going to tell us about these men and describe them to us. 

Characteristics of the Ungodly Infiltrators
1. Jude 4:   They turn the grace of God into licentiousness

2. Jude 4:   They deny our only Lord and Master, Jesus Christ

3. Jude 8:   They defile the flesh.

4. Jude 8:   They reject authority.

5. Jude 8:   They revile angelic majesties.

6. Jude 10: They revile things they do not understand.

7. Jude 10: They run on instinct like an unreasoning animal. A dog doesn’t think through his actions, he just acts. Dogs can obey or disobey but they don’t reason.

8. Jude 12: They are without fear in the presence of true believers.

9. Jude 12: They care for themselves. Their focus is on themselves whereas in Christianity the focus is on God: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy mind, with all thy strength and love thy neighbor as thyself.” (Luke 10:27) Jesus came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to give his life as a ransom for many. In the upper room he girded himself with a towel. “If I your Teacher, your Lord and your Master am washing your feet, I am leaving you an example.” Christianity is never focused inwardly on yourself but always focused outwardly on others because it’s Christianity: what the followers of Jesus Christ are like.

10. Jude 12: They are twice dead.

Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins. We are born dead in our trespasses and sins. When we are born we are breathing—physically alive but spiritually dead.  Then, when we never receive Christ, we are twice dead. 
Rev 20:11-14 And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. These are twice dead. If they are two times dead, where are they headed? The lake of fire.
Rev 21:7-8 “Overcomers” are believers, they are synonymous terms. He who overcomes shall inherit these things. (This refers to the new heaven and new earth that the author, John, has just described.) and I will be his God and he will be My son. But ((contrast) for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. These are people who are twice dead, headed for condemnation.
11. Jude 15: They do ungodly deeds in an ungodly way.

12. Jude 15: They speak harsh things against God and Jesus Christ. They sit in these love   feasts speaking harsh things about God and Jesus but they are still there. Amazing! We have become indifferent to truth in allowing this. 

13. Jude 18: They follow their own ungodly lusts. (In coming lessons, Kay says she will pick up that they’ve gone the way of Cain, gotten into the gainsaying of Korah and use the illustration of Balaam.)

14. Jude 18: They are mockers.
15. Jude 19: They cause divisions. They are in the church, feasting without fear. They have denied Jesus Christ as their only Lord and Master. They have turned the grace of God into licentiousness, they are living according to their own ungodly lusts and are causing divisions.

16. Jude 19: They are worldly minded.

17. Jude 19: They are devoid of the Spirit. Not a spirit but the Spirit—the Holy Spirit.

God’s word does not just give us history to tell us what has come to pass; it does not just deal with the present; but it also prepares and equips us for what’s to come in the future. It gives us history, i.e. what was written beforehand, as Paul tells us in Corinthians and Romans, which were written for our learning, our admonition, our encouragement and upon whom the end of the ages has come. The things that were written to the existing group of people at that time were written for their current situations, but also anticipatory of what you and I are going to face. There is nothing new under the sun from the beginning to the end. We come in and slot into this teaching. 
Sometimes we might relate more to one book than another. In the case of Revelation, there are letters addressed to seven different churches existing at that time which had different problems. Yet what you can do today is to take different churches from different nations all over the world, [and apply the same principles]. Remember this: Christianity is an Eastern religion. [Despite really being] a relationship is also called a religion and it began in the East. People in the East think it is a Western religion because we have, more or less, become a nation that has adopted, believed and founded our Western country on Christian tenets or a fear of God. But it is an Eastern religion. But you can take churches from wherever and fit them into the suffering church of Smyrna in Revelation. You can take churches in our society today in the United States and fit them into the Corinthian society because we are very much like that. There was a time when we were not like that so the church slots in all around.
Jude is under the direction of the Holy Spirit and writing the things that the Holy Spirit is breathing through him. He is writing not of his own volition because if he did that it would be about our common salvation. Rather, he’s appealing to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” Jude looks at the certain ungodly men who have crept in unnoticed and gives us a profile of them. It’s not just a profile though—no—you’ve got to do something about it. You’ve got to “earnestly contend for the faith” but the reason a lot of people can’t do that today is because they don’t know the faith. They don’t understand because they haven’t taken time to study it, thus are tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine and every cunning craftiness of men by which they lie in wait to deceive. These people are going to come into the church so Jude now describes them to us. Some of these people who came in were the Gnostics, and Marcion with his doctrine. 
A brief review of Gnosticism says that matter is evil and thus separated the spirit from the body. Gnosticism took two tracts:

· Asceticism which looked at the world and all about the world and withdrew from the world like, as a parallel, what a monk might do. Out of that, since withdrawing from the world was not too much fun, there came…

· Libertine Gnosticism that said, “Okay the world is corrupt, matter is evil. I’m body and I’m spirit; the body is going away but the spirit is going to last, therefore I can separate myself from this body and separate this spirit and, in a sense, live in two dimensions or two worlds. Libertine Gnosticism turned the grace of God into licentiousness. They could come into the church and agree with grace because grace is unmerited, unearned favor. But they took grace too far and turned it into licentiousness, i.e. moral anarchy: “I can do anything I want. I’m my own boss.” Thus the individual calls the shots and determines what is right and what is wrong—what is good and what is evil. So they deny our only Lord and Master Jesus Christ. 
What did the Gnostics do? Gnosticism wasn’t in full bloom yet but it was in seed bed; it was growing up and being fertilized, so Jude wrote against the Libertine Gnostics. They denied God’s revelation in Jesus Christ so denied him as Lord and Master Jesus Christ. They said that the way you get to heaven is through superior knowledge, not through Jesus Christ. Thus they taught another gospel. Jesus Christ was like a phantom—not a real body like ours but a ghost body that you could swish your hands through. They defiled the flesh and said that only the pneuma (the spirit) was going to reach heaven. Is that true for Christianity? No:
Ephesians 1:13-14 (And other passages like Romans 8) In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, (to the redemption of his body) to the praise of His glory.
2 Corinthians 5:2-4 Here, Paul longs to put off this physical body—this earthly tent: For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven; inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be found naked. For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.

1 Corinthians 15 This mortal will put on immortality. This corruptible (speaking of the body) will put on incorruptibility. Paul talks about this in a passage about the resurrection of the dead, of this body (1 Cor 15:51-58).
So they defiled the flesh but [they thought] it was all right for them to do because the flesh wasn’t going anywhere [i.e. to an afterlife]. It was evil and it was only the spirit within [that mattered]. They rejected authority thus were antinomians. “Anti” meaning “against” or “instead of”, “nomi” meaning the law. In their understanding, they had this superior knowledge [which allowed] denying Jesus Christ as their only Master and Lord. They reviled things they did not understand: They said that faith and deeds had no significance in salvation or the new life of the believer. Faith has no significance in salvation because only knowledge matters; deeds have no significance in life. So they reviled things they didn’t understand. Rejecting authority allowed them to defile the flesh. 
Also, they’re devoid of the Spirit: The Gnostics spoke of the spirit—the pneuma—and claimed to be spiritual. What about those people sitting in church claiming to be spiritual, claiming to be believers, claiming to be all right, and yet they are living in sin? When their spouse, or someone else who knows about this, confronts them, they say, “Don’t worry about me; God and I have an understanding. I’m perfectly all right.” They don’t understand. There are many people sitting in the church that fit in this category [today] but are really twice dead and headed for judgment. Their condemnation has already been laid out. 
Characteristics of the Doubters
There’s another group in the church who are the doubting. They don’t fall under the category of the ungodly but, rather, they’re torn back and forth by the divisions that the ungodly people have brought about (creating division in the church.) Jude talks to [the believers] about how to deal with this other category of people. 
In this book there are [three categories of people]:

· The recipients of the letter, whom Jude calls “beloved” and “kept”. He assures them at the end of the letter that they are going to be kept from stumbling and to be presented blameless. God has them and He’s going to take care of them. 
· Then Jude deals with these ungodly people, who cause divisions. 
· Then at the end of the letter Jude deals with the responsibilities of the called, beloved and kept to deal with those who are doubters—the ones soiling their garments and headed toward the fire—and to snatch them out. So this is a third category: those who are either not yet saved, or are saved but in danger of being whipped by the ungodly.
As Jude writes this book, know that he grew up in the presence of Godliness—in the presence of God in the flesh—because we believe that Jude is the half-brother of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jude wants to write about this wonderful common salvation but it was a salvation that he did not possess until after Jesus Christ rose from the dead. He was in the category of the questioners, the doubters. He did not believe in his brother but then came to know Christ after the resurrection and shared a common salvation, which he wanted to write about but couldn’t because he felt the necessity to call the body of Christ to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”
Who is Jude?
Jude doesn’t describe himself as the half brother of Jesus Christ but instead describes himself in a very humble and precious way as a bond-servant of Jesus Christ. In the Old Testament days, a bond-servant was [a person who had been given] freedom but turned around and said to his master (who was required to release him because Jews were only allowed to keep a fellow Jew as a slave for so many years), “I don’t want to go free. I’m better off when I’m in your house. I fare better; I’m clothed better; I eat better. I want you to be my perpetual master. I want to be your perpetual slave.” So the master took the slave’s ear and put it up against a post, took an awl and punched a gaping hole in his ear. When the slave walked down the street, [the pierced ear] testified that he must have quite the master because he would rather be a bond-servant than be free. That’s what happens when we come to know what we have in Jesus Christ. 
Jude identifies himself as a bond-servant of Jesus Christ and a brother to James. Which James? We believe it is the James who is the author of James and the head of the church in Jerusalem (see Galatians and Acts). It was the James who was the half-brother of Jesus Christ. Why half -brother? Because they had the same mother but not the same father since Jesus’s father was God.

Matthew 1:24-25 And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took her as his wife, The angel of the Lord has just told Joseph that Mary is with child by the Holy Spirit and that she is going to bring forth Immanuel, which means “God with us.” So Joseph arose from his sleep and did as the angel told him and kept her a virgin until (time phrase) she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus. In other words, he never knew her intimately as a husband would know a wife. But after that they had children and Mary and Joseph cohabited together. She did not remain a perpetual virgin. [This doctrine] was a decree given by a pope centuries later. It’s not in the Bible.

Mark 6:3 Jesus returns to his home town, goes into the synagogue, and begins to teach. They are amazed at His teaching and ask, “Is this not the carpenter, (this tells you who Jesus was—a carpenter) the son of Mary, and the brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, (Judas is another way of saying Jude. It’s the same word.) and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at Him. When they ask “Is not this the son of Mary?” that might imply that by now Joseph is dead. In any case, here we have the children listed.

Matthew 13:54-58 Jesus is again in a meeting in the synagogue and this verse says the same thing. So see that this is a parallel passage. And coming to his home town He began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they became astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom, and these miraculous powers? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his home town, and in his own household.” And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.
John 7:2-5 Remember that Jude was not a believer. Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths was at hand. His brothers therefore said to Him, “Depart from here, and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may behold Your works which You are doing. “Go into Judea so Your disciples—Your followers—can behold Your works.” Not, “Hey, we’re coming with You.” For no one does anything in secret, when he himself seeks to be known publicly. So they’re thinking, “You’re seeking to be known publicly so this is the way you do it. Let me be your PR man.”  If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” For not even His brothers were believing in Him. Notice it calls them “His brothers” and not “His cousins”.
Acts 1:14 They are in the upper room: These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. Here they are: Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead and they are waiting for Pentecost for power from on high.

Matthew 12:46-50 You might love to be the brother of Jesus Christ but here’s what it says: While He was still speaking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers were standing outside, seeking to speak to Him. And someone said to Him, “Behold, Your Mother and Your brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to You.” But He answered the one who was telling Him and said, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold, My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.” If you are going to do the will of your Father who is in heaven, what are you going to do today with those that are indifferent to truth, with those ungodly people who have crept into the church? If all of this book is the word of God (it is: they’ve believed it, they’ve accepted it into the canon of Scripture under the sovereign watchcare of God), and if Jude is inspired, what do you do? You “earnestly contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.”
Jude is compelled to raise an army of believers to do four things:

1. Jude 3 Earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. Not to the agnostics or the Marcionic select few but to the holy communion of the saints.
2. Jude 17 Remember the words spoken beforehand by the apostles. These were words Jude had not believed until he was saved. God gives the revelation to Jesus Christ, Jesus gives the revelation to the Twelve and the Twelve give it to the church. It is the common property. Jude wants them to remember the words spoken to you by the holy apostles. Then you remember that the apostles warned them that mockers would come denying Jesus Christ. These people were living within that generation of the apostles, not centuries later. It gives you a time reference because he talks about “words that they spoke to you directly.” Thus, it wasn’t some secret mystical knowledge that some enlightened one had but it was the word from the Twelve given  to the church.

3. Jude 21 Keep themselves in the love of God (by building themselves up in their most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit.)
4. Jude 22-23 Rescue those influenced by the ungodly.

The Organization of Jude’s Epistle
Jude lays out his letter as follows:

· In Jude 1-2, he introduces himself and introduces the recipients, identifying them as true believers. 
· In Jude 3-4, he gives his purpose for writing. 
· In Jude 5-7, he takes them back to the Old Testament for support about the fact that among those who profess to be believers, there are ungodly people and everyone who names the name of Jesus is not necessarily a true child of God. How are you going to spot them? 
· By the way they respond to the grace of God and to the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
· By the way they order their lives, 
· By their doctrine,

· By their behavior, 
· Because they have crept in unnoticed. 
Jude takes you back to the Old Testament to show you that there is judgment for those who make that profession and sit among you but are truly ungodly—twice dead and devoid of the Spirit. What are you to do? Earnestly contend for the faith. Are you contending for the faith?

One of the things that the Gnostics and Marcion did was to deny the Old Testament. They wanted no part of it, claiming that it was not relevant. What many of the Gnostics did was to allegorize the Old Testament, saying it was just allegories and myths. So what does Jude do? Gives them a truth about the ungodly, then an Old Testament illustration or prophecy about their destination, and then a New Testament prophecy about what they are like. That’s [the pattern] you see: Jude saying, “Let me tell you what the Old Testament says” over and over. In essence he’s going back to the root of the tree and he takes you all the way back to the first book of the Bible, starting there to give you his Old Testament illustrations. In verses 3-4 he appeals to them to earnestly contend for the faith because uncertain, ungodly persons have crept in among them. In verses 5-7 he reminds them that the same thing was true in Old Testament days even though the Gnostics didn’t interpret its teaching literally. Marcion took out the Old Testament quotes from Luke and Paul’s writings claiming that they were put in there by Judaizers. 
· In Jude 8, he describes the ungodly.

· In Jude 9, he gives an Old Testament illustration.

· In Jude 10, he describes the ungodly.

· In Jude 11, he gives an Old Testament illustration.

· In Jude 12-16, he describes the ungodly.

· In Jude 14-15, he says they were prophesied about by Enoch, an Old Testament figure. 
· In Jude 17-19, he says remember the prophecies are the words of the apostles. 
· In Jude 20-23, he gives instructions to the recipients regarding the doubters. 
· In Jude 24-25, he gives them the assurance that is theirs as genuine believers: That God is able to keep them from stumbling and make them stand in the presence of His glory, blameless with great joy. Why give that assurance? Because Jude has just told them about the condemnation, the destruction, the judgment that awaits the ungodly. He has separated the ungodly from the Godly and he has shown the destination of the ungodly. Then, at the very end, he shows the assurance and destination of the Godly. It’s a short, terse, powerful [epistle] and it is needed today because certain persons have crept in unnoticed.
