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Precept Ministries
Jude

Lesson 2—Deadly Delusions
There’s a consensus among people in the world at large today that God is a God of love and, as such, He wouldn’t really condemn anyone. We’re quick to believe in a literal heaven but slow and reticent to believe in a literal lake of fire. We’re quick to believe that we can die then see the light and walk into the presence of God no matter how we’ve lived. Yet we’re very skeptical and sure that it couldn’t be true to wake up and find ourselves in a place called hell and eventually be consigned to a place where “the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched.” How could a God do that? And surely, if He does do that, it is only temporal and not eternal. We’re quick to believe that since God wouldn’t judge us, then we’re not to judge—and especially we’re not to judge others who are sitting in the church. Only God can know, and there’s no way anyone else can tell, whether a person really is of God or not. That’s a deadly delusion. Even hearing “Judge not lest ye be judged” is a deadly statement because it’s taken out of context. The Bible tells us that we are to judge, that we are to discern and, when we don’t, we walk into deadly delusions.

Rasputin
Grigoriy Rasputin was born probably around 1871 and lived until 1916 as a peasant in Toba, Siberia. He grew up in a sad situation where his younger brother died in a drowning accident and it tore the young man up. They say that Rasputin, at an early age, evidenced miraculous healing powers so even one of the animals that was about to die was restored to life. 
Also, at an early age, he had a very strong sexual appetite. He wasn’t just immoral but sexually proficient. As he grew up and lived this immoral lifestyle, there was a young woman that he wanted very badly but she wouldn’t give herself to him unless he married her, which he did. They had a family and he had his extra-marital affairs on the side but it was perfectly all right with her because she understood him and understood his sexual capacity. She wanted to care for the family. 
About 1904 he left his family, joined a group of monks and went to this monastery where they told him that he had these marvelous spiritual gifts and that he needed to develop them. After being there for quite a period of time, Rasputin came out one day looking absolutely transformed. His countenance was changed and his appearance was better. He was shouting “Hallelujah, hallelujah!” and all sorts of phrases were coming from his mouth at random and the man seemed transformed. He joined a group of pilgrims and for fifteen years he traveled with these pilgrims going to all these different holy sites. During this time, the Virgin Mary appeared to him and he had this vision where she commissioned him so he felt he was truly sent from God. 
He moved to St. Petersburg and up into society. Whenever people talk about Rasputin they always talk about his compelling eyes—how his eyes wouldn’t wander but lock into you. People would look into them and be compelled by them. They felt that possibly he had hypnotic powers and that maybe his miraculous healings came from these hypnotic powers. But, if you think about it, that’s not how the healing came. 
He was an immoral man with miraculous powers who moved up in St. Petersburg society until one day he was introduced to the Czar Nicholas and Czarina Alexandra. When he was introduced he was very brash in his speech to them, not humble at all, calling them by their first names. Yet, there was something so compelling about him that it was accepted. The czar and czarina had three daughters (the movie Anastasia is an untrue movie about one of the daughters.) 
They also had a son, Alexei, who was the heir to the throne. Alexei was a hemophiliac and because of this he was protected by the family. Society didn’t know about it because he was the heir to the throne so the family kept it a secret. Alexei lived in great pain. Rasputin looked at Alexandra and said, “I and I alone have the power to heal your son.” She believed it so he became the one to consort with the czar and czarina and be there to help little Alexei. One day Alexei was in a semi-conscious state from bleeding and had been in terrible pain. Rasputin came in, grabbed him by the nose, the child woke up, began smiling and laughing and, of course, Alexandra’s heart was captured. 
When you study Rasputin and listen to him, this was his doctrine: “We’re saved by grace therefore a man should sin as much as he can.” He taught the word of God but lived this abominable life; he lived in the depths of sin and practiced every form of corruption. 
He became a close friend of Alexandra so she would write him and call him, “My savior, my teacher, my instructor.” She was captivated by this man, although the czar was concerned because of all the talk of his immorality. She got a different book on the saints and underlined where the saints had lived immorally, saying, “See, it’s all right, you can be a man of God and live immorally.” Too bad she didn’t underline the Word of God. 
Eventually, Rasputin went away to visit some other place, and during that time a woman who had been a former lover of his, whom he didn’t recognize because of the toll syphilis had taken on her body, was so angry with him that she got a knife and ripped him open. He nearly died, but as a result, he lived in great pain. 
Every time he went away Alexandra could get in touch with him. One time she sent word to him that Alexei was dying. He answered, “I tell you, I promise you before God that your son is not going to die.” And he didn’t die, so it seemed like he had this power. He came back to St. Petersburg. Because of this power and because this mother wanted to keep her son alive, she got her husband to put a guard around Rasputin’s apartment. People wanted to kill him because he was living so immorally. He was living in drunkenness to hide and take care of his pain. 
Rasputin told the czar that war was coming to Russia and it did. In 1913, the czar, at the urging of Rasputin, did not go to war but in 1914 he was forced into WWI. Because the war wasn’t going well and troops were dying, the czar decided that he needed to go to the front and lead his men. With the czar gone, Rasputin moved into the palace. He didn’t sleep with the czarina; they had a pure relationship sexually. 
As a result, when the czar would write home and ask Alexandra for counsel on what to do and decisions he had to make because he valued her opinion, she would get her counsel from Rasputin and write it in her words to the czar. Where did it all end? It ended with Rasputin being killed by some men who were bound and determine to get rid of him. It ended with the communists taking over the czar and czarina, killing them and their children. It ended in death. 

What would have happened in the history of Russia if an ungodly man, a notorious sinner—that’s what the word “ungodly” means in the Greek: άσεβεις = “asebeis” = notorious sinner—had not crept in unnoticed? What would have happened if Alexandra would have known the Word of God, clung to it, and trusted God to heal her son or keep him alive rather than trusting this demon from hell by the name of Rasputin? What would have changed the course of history? Of course, God is sovereign but man is still accountable. When Jesus Christ was crucified it was in the plan of God, yet God would not hold Judas or Pilate guiltless. What would have happened to the fate of Russia? How dangerous are these ungodly men who creep in unnoticed? They are dangerous enough for God to warn us about them in Jude and 2 Peter (especially chapter 2). Even through the apostles and Paul, who warns in his epistles, “Do not be deceived.” That was years ago but, if you follow the course of history down through the centuries, you will find that ungodly men have been creeping in unnoticed. 
On the internet there was an article about a man who is in the Holy Laughter[?] Movement. He is a prophet and others agree that God has given him a revelation that there are a certain percentage (either 33% or 66%) of prophecies in the Bible that are not true. [Supposedly] he has been given this “divine revelation” and God is now in the process of giving him a revelation of [discerning] which ones are true and which ones are not. So this man has the inside scoop and if you want to know it then you’ve got to go to him because he has the special knowledge. What is this called? Gnosticism.

Gnosticism is something God prepared us for when He wrote the Word of God—the New Testament—the epistles that were written by those holy men of God who were moved by the Holy Spirit. God prepared us for that because it was not only something that was going to come in the early church but was going to weave itself down through the generations. What is our responsibility? To know and discern who these people are and to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” 
Have you heard the phrase “defiling by dreams”? Of course! It’s in Jude. Here are the [defiling] dreams: the revelations these people are having like Rasputin in the early 1900s, and the revelations this man is having [now] where 66% or 33% of the prophecies aren’t true in the Word of God and God is revealing them to this man one by one. So how important is it that we “earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints?” It is imperative and it is to be a constant thing that you are to do. It is to be your ever consistent duty.

Jude
Jude 1-4 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved of God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly 
That word (earnestly) is only used here in the whole New Testament. There are other words similar to it in the New Testament but the exact word is only found here. Since it is with the dative (with an indirect object), it gives the occasion: that certain men have crept in unnoticed, therefore you are to be contending earnestly. “Earnestly” is made from the prefix “Epi” and the word “agonize” (έπαγωνίζεσθαι = “epagonizesthai”) which says that we are “to strive for”, “to fight against”. 
In other words, this is no little slap on the hand but a spiritual wrestling match. This is something we are to fight for. This is the duty, the calling, the responsibility of those who are the called, the beloved, and kept for Jesus Christ. Jude is writing to those people saying, “I’m writing YOU—you called, you beloved, you kept and I’m telling you that you need to contend earnestly  for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 
“Contend earnestly” is in the Greek present tense, middle voice, and an infinitive. The middle voice means you are participating in an action. The minute Kay steps forward and says, “Here I stand and I will contend,” then she is on God’s team and it is a cooperative effort. She’s not going into battle alone but we are together. 
“The called” is an adjectival noun. From the perspective of him speaking to these who are called, it stresses the sovereignty of God. In other words, it is God who brought and called those people to Himself and said that they are beloved of God. 
“Beloved of God” is a perfect (tense), passive (voice), participle. Perfect tense is like a period then a continuous line:  •------------------> It’s something that happens in the past, but continues into the future—it’s ongoing. Past completed action with a present and continuing result. In other words, they were called, they are beloved and they will always be beloved. “They are kept” is the same verb tense so it means they are kept for Jesus Christ. There was a point in time when because they were called and brought to salvation they are kept and will continue to be kept for Jesus Christ. This is that blessed assurance.
Philippians 1:6 In verse 3, Paul thanks God in every remembrance of them (v 5) in view of their participation in the gospel from the first day until now, For I am confident of this very thing that He who began a good work in you…  
•-----------------> This is what the perfect tense is showing us in Jude: He began a good work in you and He will complete it even until the day of Jesus Christ. Jude says they are beloved and they are kept so it is shown again in Phil 1:6 and the statement is this: That if God begins a good work in you, if God calls you to Himself, what He begins, God is going to complete and He is going to guarantee you that He is able to keep you from stumbling and present you before the glory of his throne blameless and with great joy.

The Genuine Believers in Jude
Here is a visual picture of the situation in Jude of the church at large and the genuine believers within the church and how the world relates to them:
· 1 John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
· Romans 3: 23 tells us that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and 
· Romans 3:10 that there is none righteous, no, not one. 
Therefore we are all sinners born into sin and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one; 
· Ephesians 2:2b according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
This is his kingdom, one of darkness but the glorious gospel has been proclaimed. The gospel is the good news about the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The proclaimer of the gospel is asking, “Would you like to have eternal life? This is the way: Jesus is the way, the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father but by him.” (John 14:6) Among these people are those who hear. The message goes forth and they have ears to hear and eyes to see and hearts to believe. They take this straight and narrow path that leads to eternal life.

Matthew 7:13-14 Here’s a narrow gate but a broad way that leads to destruction. Jesus says to enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it. A key word in Jude is “destruction” like mentioned here. The ungodly men mentioned in Jude are headed for destruction, eternal judgment, eternal fire. So this is a broad way that leads to destruction but there is a narrow gate that leads to eternal life: for the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it. Eternal life is in heaven and to get there you have to go on the narrow path which has very few people on it compared to the broad path that leads to destruction. 
Matthew 7:15 Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. The ravenous wolves are on the inside looking like sheep on the outside. (Kay has written a book for children called Wandering Wooly which teaches the 23rd Psalm to children.) 
Matthew 7:16-20 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know them by their fruits. (key word: fruit) It’s thrown into the fire if it doesn’t bear good fruit so bad fruit equals the lake of fire. Good fruit shows that you are a good tree so then you will know them by their fruits. How could the czarina have known whether Rasputin’s power was from God or the devil? By his fruits. Man can have all sorts of power and just because they can heal and claim it to be from Jesus does not mean they are from God. You’ve got to look at the whole thing—be a fruit inspector. 
Matthew 7:21a, 22-23 Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?” Didn’t Rasputin do miracles in the name of Jesus? “Have I not cast out demons in Your name?” “Yes…” “Have I not prophesied in Your name?” That’s what Rasputin did… So these people, even if they cast out demons in Jesus’s name are not of God if they do not have the fruit that goes along with it. And then I will declare to them “I never knew you; Depart from Me you who practice lawlessness.” In other words they are living against the law. Now you have people headed on two different paths. Those that enter in through the narrow gate are going to be part of a church. The person that hears the gospel and has ears to hear, eyes to see and a heart to believe, he believes on the Lord Jesus Christ so he enters into life. He passes from death, where they are dead in their trespasses and sins, (Eph 2:1-2) and he enters into life. He leaves the kingdom of darkness and he enters into the kingdom of light. He lines up with other believers to go sit in the church because he is called, beloved and kept. He has come in and is a fulfillment of Ephesians 1.
Ephesians 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He (God) chose us in Him (Christ) before the foundation of the world,… He chose us, who were going to be born afterwards, in Christ before the foundation of the world. When Jesus Christ hung on the cross before we were born, Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for you and me. We were in Christ Jesus in the heart and mind and economy of God. Awesome, isn’t it, that we should be holy and blameless before Him? In love He predestined us. “Predestined” means to “mark out beforehand”. In love, he marked out beforehand for you and me to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself according to the kind intention of His will. Here’s the small gate, the narrow way and the cross. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life and NO man can come to the father except by Jesus. So it’s all through faith in Jesus Christ; there’s no other way to be saved. So this person comes through, he believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and he becomes part of the body of Jesus Christ thus joins with other believers to worship God. 
Romans 8:29-30 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined (“προωρισε” = “proorise” = “marked out beforehand”)  to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also called; The predestining and choosing happens before the actual calling …and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. Here He is before the foundation of the world, knowing that you, a sinner, are going to be coming to Him. He chose you in Christ Jesus, before the foundation of the world. He calls. You have ears to hear, eyes to see and a heart to believe. You respond to the gospel. You are predestined—marked out beforehand—to be adopted as a son of God. So for whom He calls He justifies—declares righteous—no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus; And whom He justifies He glorifies so you can take it all the way to eternal life.
Philippians 1:6 He, who began a good work in you, will perfect (complete) it. 

Ephesians 1:4 He will present you holy and blameless before Him. In love…
Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God to those who are called according to His purpose. God has a purpose for each of us. 
The Ungodly in Jude
There are others who are going to sit in these pews who are not going to be genuine believers but are going to creep in another way. Or they’re going to walk in and sit in this church. The ones going to come in will be the ungodlies (UGs.) The UGs will sit in the front row because in the love feasts they feast without fear so they’re not going to hang around the back of the church but be right-up-front kind of guys.

Matthew 13:36This is to help you get the big picture of what’s happening as you go through the book of Jude. Jesus has just told a number of parables. Then He left the multitude and went into the house. And His disciples came to him and asked, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” They were listening, probably acting like they knew what was going on, but when they get alone in the house they ask for Him to explain. 

Matthew 13:37-38 So He answered and said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; Who are the UGs the sons of? The evil one. If you want a strategy, then study war because one of the principles of warfare is to penetrate and get beyond the line into the enemy’s territory so that you can find out what’s going on and communicate it back to headquarters. That’s called a spy. They are not only there to get information but to destroy. The tares are the UGs sown by the enemy in this field.
Matthew 13:39-43 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. Therefore just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, Rasputin will be among them and so will many others and will cast them into the furnace of fire; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then “The righteous will shine forth as the sun” in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. Sitting in this church are ungodly. Most of the book of Jude is spent describing for us the ungodly and illustrating them through Old Testament references, illustrating their judgment and that they’ve been prophesied about. 
The Doubters in Jude
Who else is sitting in this church? Go to the end of Jude:
Jude 20-22 He gives instructions to the beloved, the called and the kept: But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. And have mercy on some, who are doubting; So there are some in the church sitting there with a question mark—doubting. Where did they come in? Did they come in through Christ? Maybe, maybe not. But they are sitting there doubting and we don’t know. The final result will tell. They might be true believers who are beloved, called and kept but are doubting because of UG whispering in their ears or trying to seduce them. Or they might be in there thinking, “This is what I want—I want this Christianity.” But then they see the UG and think, “But I’m not sure…” 
The Others in Jude
There’s another person sitting there called “the others.”

Jude 23 …save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by flesh. So there’s this other but there’s also another other sitting there and that other other is pretty dirty and contaminated. Why? Look at their garments: have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by flesh. In all probability, in the first other you might have a classy person or one who has not gotten into the mud, but this other one has just gone into the depths of sin although they have gotten into the church. 
The Believer’s Response
In this church, then, are believers and unbelievers, doubters on the edge somewhere, but you also have these ungodly people. What we are to do is:
Jude 3b-4 contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed. What are they? Ungodly persons. You have a profile on them and you’ll get more from 2 Peter.
“Ungodly” is “άσεβεις” = “asebeis” in the Greek. It’s a term used for notorious sinners, so these ungodly are not just the common folks sitting in the pews who may not be saved. These people have crept in unnoticed.

2 Peter 2:1-2 But false prophets Peter has just told about the prophecy of Scripture and that it’s from God, not by any private interpretation—that holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. Contrast that with false prophets who also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, These ungodly people, notorious sinners, apostates who are sitting in the pews and who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;

2 Peter 2:18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, Here are these evil men, enticing others in a sensual way, and those others are barely escaping from them. This is another category of people in Jude that are to be handled in a special way. 

2 Peter 2:19-22 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; (watch their destiny) for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they have come out of the world and are sitting in the church, having escaped some of the defilements,  they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, they have been told the way, they know the way, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them. It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” It’s an unreasoning animal so after a dog has just thrown up, it eats it again. and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.” These people have crept in unnoticed. “Unnoticed” means that they come down in and alongside. Their condemnation was written about them long beforehand. In other words, God laid out the destiny of all of them. They can know their destiny if they would believe the word of God but they do not believe the word of God. The “word written out beforehand” is “prographo” perfect passive form: past completed action with present continuing result. These ungodly are never going to heaven. Their course is set because they have turned from God. 

What do these men do? How can you recognize them? They turn the grace of God into licentiousness. This is what Rasputin did by saying that we’re saved by grace so we ought to sin as much as we can.

Romans 5:20 And the Law came in that the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more. In other words, whatever your sin, there’s more than enough grace to take care of it. If you have gone to the bowels of hell in your sin, there is enough grace to cover that and have some left over.
Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase? May it never be! The minute you receive Christ as Savior (and even before the foundation of the world, God knew this was going to happen), you are united with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. So how shall we who died to sin still live in it?

Romans 6:5-7 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; These people who try to come in by any other way are slaves to sin. The only way these people—this doubter, or unsaved person—can become a “called, beloved, and kept” is to go back around through the narrow, small and straight gate. When they do, they are identified with Christ and they are no longer a slave to sin.

Romans 6:12, 14-15 Therefore do not let sin reign in our mortal body that you should obey its lusts, For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! Shall I sin that grace might abound? God forbid—it’s impossible. Shall I sin because I’m no longer under the law but under grace? God forbid! May it never be—it’s impossible.
Romans 6:18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
So these are the men who turned the grace of God into licentiousness. Who have said that you can be saved, continue in sin and live any way you want. But these are also men who deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

Conclusion
The question is: Are you ready to earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints? If you don’t, what deadly delusion is going to poison the congregation and the body of Jesus Christ that you are in? What deadly delusion could change, as it did in Russia, the course of history because someone either didn’t listen or didn’t stand up an say, “This man is not from God. He’s an ungodly man who needs to be dealt with and judged.” There are people sitting in the church, doubting, contaminated. They’re not part of the ungodly but they’re on the fringes and we have a responsibility to them because we know the truth as children of God. We are to stand against all the deadly delusions that are coming that way. It may not make you popular but you are to stand in a love, grace, character and attitude of Jesus Christ. But remember that Jesus Christ named the false prophets and said, “Woe to you.”
