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Precept Ministries
Jude 5-11
Lesson 4

What if you don’t totally agree with the Bible? Can you do it your way? Can you fudge on God’s way and get away with it? You need the answer to that question because it could be a matter of life and death; of heaven or hell. Both are eternal and your destiny is determined in this life; there is no second chance.

So far in Jude, we have learned that certain persons have crept in unnoticed and have turned the grace of God into licentiousness—into moral anarchy—and they deny our only Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.

Three Illustrations 

(Of the certainty of God’s judgment on those who turned their backs on God.)

Jude 5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. “Those who did not believe” his word. See Numbers 13-14, where the Israelites, except for Joshua and Caleb, go to spy out the land and bring back a bad report and how, as a result of that, every man twenty years old or older dies because of that unbelief. The history of Israel is full of times where they had the opportunity to believe God but they didn’t. They grumbled, they complained, and consequently, God had to judge them.

Jude 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day. In Genesis 1, the sons of God came in to the daughters of men. In the Old Testament, “sons of God” was a term used for angels. They were always described as masculine when they appeared and took on human form, which was always the form of a man, never a woman or a little cherub.

Jude 7 (this is the third illustration and the one Kay didn’t get to in the last lesson. This is the one on homosexuality and lesbianism and we need to see what God says.)

Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example, in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. 

In all three of these illustrations, we see judgment, but with a tie-in between the angels who left their proper abode, who didn’t stay in their proper domain. There is a parallel between verse 6 and verse 7.  When Jude speaks of “Just as Sodom and Gomorrah” he is referring back to the previous verse, which is a parallel comparison about the angels. The word “cities” in this verse is a feminine word in the Greek.

(You may want to mark these verses so you can understand this Scripture very clearly. 

With it you might rescue some homosexuals from out of the fire, hating even the garment being polluted by the flesh. If you are a homosexual dealing with desires for the same sex, Kay is not your enemy but your friend to tell you that God has a way of escape for you. If you think you don’t need any escape, or don’t want a way of escape, you do because of what awaits you.)

“These” in verse 7 is masculine and refers back to the angels. To make this clear, circle “angels” in verse 6 and “these” in verse 7 then draw a line connecting them. Anything that refers to the angels is always in the masculine form. Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities (feminine) around them, since they (the cities) in the same way as these (masculine: referring to the angels) indulged in gross immorality, What does “in the same way as these” mean? They went after strange flesh (σαρκός ετέρας = sarkos heteras =  lit. “flesh other”) 
These, in Sodom and Gomorrah, went after strange flesh just as the angels that God has kept in judgment went after strange (different) flesh. They left their domain. Angels and men are different but the sons of God cohabitated, came in, or took to themselves as wives (that they slept with), daughters of men. Thus there is the mixture [of angels among mankind]. In Sodom and Gomorrah, those people went after strange flesh. They are exhibited as an example of those undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. The word “undergoing” is a present active participle meaning it’s a present tense thing: right now they are in judgment that is continuous, ongoing. 
In light of that, God explains the outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah because their sin is great. Three angelic beings visited Abraham. One stayed with Abraham while two walked away. (Rent the Cecil B. DeMille movie “The Bible” and you’ll see this illustrated.) First, the three angels talk to Abraham then two walk away. But this one angel [who remained] has eyes that are absolutely powerful. He is thought to be a theophany: a pre-incarnation appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is called “the Lord”. He stays there to talk to Abraham about His plans to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. But this is upsetting to Abraham, especially because he has a nephew named Lot living there. Lot chose the best most fertile plain and pitched his tents near Sodom and Gomorrah, but the next thing you know, he’s living in the city.
Genesis 18:20 And the LORD said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave. There’s a sin in that city that is exceedingly grave. So what is that sin? Abraham pleads with God not to destroy the city if there are fifty righteous. Finally, he gets God down to ten—if there are ten righteous in the city, God won’t destroy it. The other two angels go to Sodom to Lot’s house. The other men in the city find out that Lot has two visitors so they come to the house of Lot.
Genesis 19:4-7 Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded the house, both young and old, It’s the men of the city, both young men and old men, all the people from every quarter; from every area of that city; and they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them—that we might know them—might have sexual intercourse.” But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, and said, “Please, my brothers do not act wickedly.” Lot tells them that what they want to do is wicked, but then Lot offered them his daughters. What is wrong with this man? But the two angels say “Oh, no,” and pull Lot back into the house. The men of the city don’t want the daughters who are still virgins but engaged. These men want the men (angels). The angels pull Lot inside and shut the door then the men of the city start to pound on it.
Genesis 19:11 And they (the angels) struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway. Their passion is so great, so strong, that even when they become blind they don’t turn away but persist in trying to find their way into that house. The depths, the blindness, the slavery, the gravity, the pull, the utter compulsion with which they have to have those men don’t stop them even when they are blind. So God comes down and destroys Sodom and Gomorrah.

So what is this sin that is so great? Jude tells us: Their sin is going after strange flesh. You say, “It’s not strange! It’s just going after men. I’m a man and I like men. It’s perfectly all right.” No, it’s not. Why? Because God did not build a man to sleep with a man. God built, constructed, fashioned a man in His image to sleep with a woman. In the very act of sexual intercourse, which is beautiful in God’s sight if it’s in the realm of marriage, they become one flesh. Normally, naturally. How does God feel about homosexuality? A lot of people take the verses in Leviticus and say that this is not the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. But if that’s what you believe then you have been turned blind and are groping in your blindness. It’s the god of this world (2 Corinthians) who has blinded your eyes so you might not see the glorious good news, the gospel of Jesus Christ, which can set you free from that slavery, that compulsion, that degradation that will take you down into judgment upon your flesh. Look at AIDS. Look at the result of AIDS and how it has diminished the homosexual community. Look at all the great talent that has literally wasted away because they wouldn’t stop their homosexual activity. And yet they get upset with the government because it isn’t doing enough to find a cure for AIDS.
Leviticus 18:22 You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination.
Leviticus 20:13 If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them. 
They have chosen their punishment by stepping across a line that God has clearly drawn—by breaking a law that God has ordained. As a result, they need to be put to death physically, and then they will suffer eternal punishment. This is what the Word of God says. So you and I have to know that we can’t fudge on the Word of God. We have to either accept the whole thing, as it is as the Word of God, or else we sit in judgment on it playing God in choosing what in it is right or wrong. You can’t do that because there’s a God in heaven and that God is “despotes”, the absolute Supreme Authority. He is God and you are man. You say, “I can do anything I want, anything I please.” Yes, you can choose to do what you want, but you cannot choose the consequences. 
Why does Kay call people “precious”? Because Jesus Christ went to the cross to die so that He who knew no sin [became] sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. Wouldn’t you love to be washed? To be declared righteous? To have all that sin buried in the deepest ocean? To have God Almighty put it behind His back? To know that there is no condemnation to you whatsoever? Wouldn’t you like your sins to be separated as far as the east is from the west, never to face them again? To walk in such a way so as not to stumble? To stand before His throne blameless with great joy? That’s what the gospel is all about and why Jesus came.

But the problem outlined in Jude is that these men turned the message just given about the grace of God that would save us in the midst of our sin and set us free, into lasciviousness, into licentiousness, and they said you could be saved and live any way you want. In other words, they sorted out what they wanted to keep from the Word of God and threw the rest away but you cannot do that. What happens when men have a knowledge of God but turn away from it?
Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. Man is without excuse. Not one human being on the face of this earth will be able to excuse himself before God and get away with it. Not one, because God will meet you at the point of your interest, your searching, your seeking of Him and His truth. God will move heaven and earth to get truth to you, but then it’s your responsibility to respond to it.
Romans 1:21-22 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, Instead of taking the Word of God for what it was, they speculated on the Word and truth. They took some of it and threw the rest away: “Surely God is not like this or that.” They speculated on Him and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools. These are people who think they’re smarter than God. [They think they are] becoming more and more intelligent yet, without knowing the Word of God, they have a wisdom of this world that is absolute foolishness. They’re caught up in their own wisdom thus miss the weakness of God which is stronger than all the foolishness of men and is the cross of Jesus Christ, where the wisdom of God is.

Romans 1:23-24 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them. They exchange three things and God gives them over: 
1. In verse 23 they exchanged the glory of an incorruptible God for an image. 
2. In verse 24, God gives them over to the lusts of their hearts. The Bible says that the heart is deceitful and desperately wicked—a heart that is of stone, not the new heart that comes under the gospel of grace when you receive Jesus Christ.
3. In verse 25, they exchanged the truth of God for a lie. 
Romans 1:25-26 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, so many women have been caught. You might have had a lousy father or a bad experience. Or you had wonderful parents but one day a woman got hold of you and did things to you that awakened you and awakened your desires. That woman may have been in athletics or in church as a leader of the youth group but initiated you to the lesbian lifestyle. It happens to women; it happens to their daughters. It’s the saddest thing because you miss what being a woman is all about. And all you know is a perversion of womanhood. 
There were some older women leaving their husbands and their children because they realized that they were lesbians and that they had an attraction to other women. They believed a lie and in doing so they abandoned their children. They had husbands with whom they’d had good heterosexual relationships with. They had enjoyed their husbands but when this seed, this lie, came into their hearts, they followed the lie and you see them destroyed. One went from one lover to another, a succession of lovers, while she had her husband there waiting for her. 
No matter what your desires are, Jesus Christ is able to keep you from stumbling if you know Him. He is able to overcome those desires.
Romans 1:26-27 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also (“just as”: the same phrase as in Jude) the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts (It is an indecent act) and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.
1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. He who commits immorality, adultery, fornication (that’s the category homosexuality is in) sins against his own body. That’s why you see syphilis, gonorrhea and other sexually transmitted diseases. It’s a sin against your own body. You can’t sin with this body that is made for God, is the temple of God, and get away with it.

If you say, “I’m a Christian, but I can’t help that I’m a homosexual, it’s in my genes.” It cannot be in your genes otherwise God could not forbid it and call it a sin. Even if it is in your genes, then know that the Holy Spirit is stronger than your genes. You can be set free if you’ll put your “gene-eology” in Jesus Christ because God is able to keep you from stumbling.

2 Peter 2:7-9 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds), then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment.

Jude 8 Jude gives these three illustrations then: 
1. Yet in the same manner as these people who came out of Egypt and perished because they did not believe God, 
a. although they had all these experiences, 
b. although they came under the cloud with Moses, 
c. although they saw the hand of God, 
2. In the same manner as the angels who did not stay within the realm of their domain but came down and cohabitated with these women, whatever—they didn’t stay in their proper abode…
3. Just as those in Sodom and Gomorrah went after strange flesh, these men, also by dreaming, do three things. Here’s a simple list that you can mark in your Bible:

1) defile the flesh, and  When they defile the flesh they are doing things in their bodies that they should not be doing. They’re sinning, transgressing, going over the line.

2) reject authority, and saying, “I will do it my way. I will believe what I want and I will walk in my own way, make my own rules and only abide by those rules I want to abide by. I will not obey.” So they reject authority—no one is going to rule over them.

3) revile angelic majesties. 
Points 1) and 2) point back to all that has gone before but point 3) leads you forward. Like in basketball, when you have the basketball and are headed in this direction but you want to go in that direction, do you start running? No, you pivot because you cannot walk with the ball. So this is a pivotal verse.
They do the above by dreaming. This word could refer to the pretensions of prophecy, but it’s probably referring to their fleshly sensual state. In other words, they’re living in a dream world. This thought has come to Kay by watching the series Biography when evil men are profiled. 
The Marquis de Sade: Defiling the Flesh
There is a Biography on the Marquis de Sade, who came from a noble family without a lot of money but with a lot of nobility. In France at that time they lived very high. He had an extremely immoral father and a mother who could not tolerate the immoral father so she abandoned the family, including the marquis, to live in a convent and escape from life. 

De Sade was raised as nobility where there were no restraints on him. Whatever his sinful little heart wanted he got. He always had servants to wait on him. Because he was nobility, he could slap them, spit on them, bite them, and beat them up. So at an early age this little boy developed a desire to beat people. Eventually that became so twisted that he went into sadism in his sexual expressions. [In fact, the term “sadism” comes from his name “de Sade”.] 
Because he was so bad, one day he beat a boy so badly that they had to ship him out of town to an uncle who was a clergyman. But this wasn’t his salvation because this clergyman was also immoral. So this little boy watched his uncle’s immoral escapades until the uncle got caught. His sin was exposed, he was proven guilty but he was let off. There was no reprisal for his sin. De Sade later wrote that knowing that a man of God could commit the lowest acts of debauchery and not be held accountable freed him to explore the depths of sin himself. It had a profound effect on him and it changed the course of his life. He became the epitome of sexual perversion.
Nero: Rejecting Authority
Nero Caesar was another [evil] one. He came to power as Caesar through his mother’s manipulations and through her putting the other Caesar, her husband, to death so that her son, Nero, could take the throne. But when Nero took the throne, Rome did thrive because he had two counselors who were very wise. One was Seneca the philosopher. They guided him and directed him. He followed their advice and counsel so Rome prospered and there were good times for Rome. 
But then a man began to whisper in his ear, “Thou art Caesar! Thou art Caesar and you can do anything you want because you’re Caesar.” So thinking that he wasn’t accountable to anyone (rejecting authority) he turned into the lowest form of man. He murdered at a whim and killed many people. He became an obscene human being. He was sexually unrestrained. He lived for pleasure at the expense of everyone else. 
He loved the theater and he wanted to perform in it but Caesars didn’t do that. He wanted to race chariots but Caesars didn’t do that. But it didn’t matter because he was Caesar and could do anything he wanted—as was whispered repeatedly in his ear. He believed a lie. Consequently, he was in a chariot race, fell out of his chariot, never completed the race but they gave him the prize anyway. He took his wreaths home and displayed them [even though he didn’t earn them.] He was absolutely deluded. He was dreaming. By his dreaming, instead of reality, he defiled the flesh and rejected authority.
They also had a Biography program on Ivan the Terrible. He lived in the lust of power and sex but he also claimed to be part of the church.
Do you see how pertinent Jude is? Do you see how God had it included in the canon of Scripture around the Fourth Century? Everyone agreed that Jude belonged in the Word of God. Do you see how pertinent it is, how relevant it is down through the ages? Do you see what he’s calling us to do—to earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints? Why? Because certain persons have crept in unnoticed and they may sit in your church and entice your daughter, seduce her to sin, and take her into lesbianism. What if the church doesn’t do anything about it? That has happened. Then that woman is free to prey upon others. 
What about others sitting in church hearing the pastor speak the truth in a sermon? They sit next to you and say, “That’s not true. You can live that way. Don’t feel guilty—we’re all right, man. It’s okay for us to do what we’re doing.” They creep in but you can spot them because they defile the flesh, they reject authority and they revile angelic majesties.
Reviling angelic majesties is very interesting. On Christian television you see some of that going on. Absolute power corrupts everyone, except for the one who legitimately possesses it. The only one who legitimately possesses absolute power is our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. It did not corrupt Him and He will take everything there is and lay it at the throne of the Almighty Power. For from Him, through Him and to Him are all things. To Him alone belongs the glory forever. God says, “I share My glory with no man except the One who sits at My right hand, whoever lives to make intercession for you because He is able to save forever those who draw near to him since he ever lives to intercede on your behalf.”
The Dreamers

Jude 8a Yet in the same manner these men, also by dreaming, What is their dream? It goes all the way back to Genesis 3:5 believing the lie of Satan who said:

Genesis 3:5 “For God knows that in the day you eat from it (the fruit of the tree) your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
“You shall be as God.” That’s the dream. “I can be as God. I don’t need God to rule over me or tell me what to do; I can figure it out for myself.” Rejecting authority. They believe Satan’s lies. What if the “dream” is prophecies?

Deuteronomy 13:1-2 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, “Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,” In other words, he does a sign and a wonder which says, “Let’s go after another god and serve him. Let’s go a different way contrary to the Word of God and serve him.” And then that sign comes true. 

Deuteronomy 13:3-10 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord you God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. What are you going to do with this dreamer? You are going to purge him from the place because he is wrong. 
But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you fro the land of Egypt and redeemed you fro the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you. If your brother, your mother’s son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, “Let us go and serve other gods’ (whom neither you nor your fathers have known, of the gods of the peoples who are around you near you or far from you, from one end of the earth to the other end), you shall not yield to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him. But you shall surely kill him; He means “kill-kill, die-die” The Hebrew means: That’s it—off with their heads. Why? Because they are dangerous and destructive. Because sin doesn’t stand still. your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. So you shall stone him to death because he has sought to seduce you from the Lord your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
Jude 8 …these men revile angelic majesties. “Defile”, “reject” and “revile” are all present active indicative verbs—the mood of reality, certainty.

Jude 9 But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him (Michael—the archangel…) a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” While flipping channels on TV, Kay watched a guy preach (Kay wanted to teach him the Word because he was bringing the people to emotion) who decided to try to teach but said, “We’re just going to serve notice on the devil, haul him into court…” and said some other words that were even worse. [This man’s speech] was so typical of a sense of not respecting authority because Satan is an authority. That’s not to say we should honor him but what do we see in Jude? Michael, the archangel, says, “The Lord rebuke you.” The preacher, on the other hand, said, “We’re serving sentence on the devil. We’re calling him into court, subpoenaing him,” and the audience loved it. But how did Michael handle the devil? 
According to Daniel 10:13 and 12:1, Michael is the chief priest in the angelic realm. He is the great prince who stands guard over the children of Israel. How did he handle them? “The Lord rebuke you.” In Zechariah 3:1-3 Joshua stands in filthy garments as the priest representing the children of Israel. Even there it says, “The Lord said, ‘the Lord rebuke you.’” In Matthew 4 watch how Jesus Christ handles the devil. You don’t see a flippancy. You don’t see Him saying, “I’m going to kick your behind.” So here is this flippancy with the underworld where they belong. 
Jude 10 But these men revile (present active indicative) therefore they keep on reviling the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed. So they run on their instinct. Look at Rasputin, Nero, the Marquis de Sade, Ivan the Terrible. These men are running on base animal instincts and as a result they are reviling.

Psalm 73:9, 11 is about the prosperity of the wicked and envy of the arrogant. They have set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue parades through the earth. And they say, “How does God know? And is there knowledge with the Most High?” Here are men speaking things they do not understand.
Romans 1:28-32 This talks about the third thing that happens to men when they go into homosexuality. And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, a reprobate mind, a mind that has no right or wrong or restraints to do those things which  are not proper, The following is an awful description of the depraved mind: being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.

Three Violations
1. Jude 11a Woe to them. Why? For they have gone the way of Cain, Watch the verbs: “gone the way” or “taken the way”, is a connotation for a moral or religious walk. This is the way they are walking. In Genesis, Cain and Abel, who were brothers, brought to God two sacrifices. Abel brought something from the flocks because he was a shepherd. Cain brought the fruit of the field because he was a farmer. God accepted Abel’s offering, but rejected Cain’s. Cain got upset with God because he wanted to do it his way so he got angry. God told him, “I will not accept your offering,” so Cain’s countenance fell. But he didn’t bring the right offering. How did he know?
Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks. Cain didn’t bring a proper offering. He didn’t approach God by faith. How do you know that? Because Abel offered a better sacrifice since it was the way God said. So Cain digs in his heels. Does he repent? Does he ask forgiveness? Does he bring the right offering? The offering has to be one of the shedding of blood because without that there’s no remission of sins. God gave that pattern for sacrifice when Adam and Eve, their parents, sinned so God killed an animal and clothed them with the skins. So you see Cain coming to God his way; coming and bypassing the sacrifice. Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins (see Leviticus). What do you find Cain being?
1 John 3:11-12 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one, and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. To go the way of Cain is to approach God any way you want to. “I have my own religion and I’m perfectly all right.” No, you’re not if you don’t go the way of God.
2. Jude 11b And for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

2 Peter 2:14b-16 Peter is using Balaam as an illustration when talking about false prophets having a heart trained in greed, There’s a greediness about them, they are accursed children; forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.

Jude 11a-b Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam… “For pay” so here again, you find a greediness and a material focus. What is the error of Balaam? It’s doing something that you know is displeasing to the Lord, going against His authority, walking in a way contrary to the Lord. 
What happened to Balaam? See Numbers 22:17-22, 32: Balak came and said, “Curse the children of God and I will pay you. So Balaam went but God said, “You can’t do that.” So Balaam told Balak’s messengers that he couldn’t do that but Balak answered, “Oh, come on. We’ll give you a really nice payment to do it.” Balaam replies, “I’ll see what the Lord says,” after God had already told him “no”. The Lord then says, “Okay, go with him but you can’t curse the children of Israel.” Balaam gets on his donkey to go but God nearly kills him—if it weren’t for the donkey, which is the way he was behaving. By God nearly killing him, you see God’s anger and frustration. God says, “I am upset with you because you insisted on going.” This is thinking that we can push God because we want it even though God has said that we cannot have it. 
3. Jude 11c: Next week will be about the rebellion of Korah, what it means to perish; God’s judgment.
Can you do it your way? Can you or anyone else pick and choose what you want to believe or do and go against the word of God and the clear teaching of the word of God and get away with it? No, you can’t. Can you defile the flesh, reject authority, revile angelic majesties and go unjudged by God? If you think you can, you’re dreaming.







