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Lesson 9
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Do ALL Things Without GRUMBLING…(MMMM)
A Natural Work of the Flesh which Defames & Maligns the Very Goodness of God’s Character

“Murmuring stirs up trouble without trying to come to a God-honoring solution”
	The Consequences
	The Causes
	The Cure

	1. CAUSES DISCOURAGEMENT 
       in our leaders and friends
Moses became discouraged, questioned God’s will for his life when elders MM against him. Ex 5:7-8, 21-23
2. IS CONTAGIOUS
MM does not stop with one person, breeds rapidly like an epidemic. When Israel complained to Moses, he complained to God. MM often operates in groups Lu 5:30, Jn 6:41. MM undermines the faith of others in God & causes them to doubt God’s goodness.

3. IS JUDGED VERY SERIOUSLY BY GOD 
All MM is against God, not man. Ex 16:8
MM=Sin=Death.
MM(unbelief(disobedience(rebellion
(death, Nu 14
MM is the first indication of turning away from God Rom 1:21
MM is the first characteristic of ungodliness Jude 15-16
MM is yoked with idolatry, lust, and immorality I Cor 10:6+
In MM, we lose the blessing of walking in God’s perfect plan for our lives and thereby bringing glory to Him.


	1. SELF-CENTEREDNESS
Heart is set on SELF, Not Christ, others (OUR welfare, OUR needs, OUR goals, OUR programs, OUR agenda). Pride, a lack of humility, Nu 16:3. 
This attitude is the opposite of Christ’s.
2. LACK OF FAITH / TRUST in God
MM reveals a discontent, ungrateful heart. Attitude of ingratitude for what God has chosen to provide. Greed vs. Contentment. Lack of faith in God’s nature, purposes. Instead of trusting, we may complain to God, who has promised to faithfully meet our needs, love us, and provide for our best interest. MM shows disapproval, rejection of God’s work in our lives. MM is a refusal to walk in God’s holy ways. Does the clay have power over the Potter?
3. IGNORANCE OF GOD
Not knowing or forgetting His power, presence, control, knowledge, love, grace, mercy, goodness (the ultimate best), provision, protection, peace, purpose.
4. IGNORANCE of FULL SITUATION
Not knowing what my authorities have intended for good, or not knowing the full counsel of the Scriptures.

	1. VIEW GOD CORRECTLY
Satan: slandered God’s goodness. 
Eve:  believed Satan’s lie that God was withholding something good from her 
Mankind: deceived by sin, no longer recognizes the goodness of God.
Moses: when he asked God to show him His glory, all God’s goodness passed before him. Ex 33:18-19
Job: when God overwhelmed Job with His goodness Job 38-41, he covered his mouth, acknowledged his sin, repented in dust/ ashes.
2. GIVE GOD THANKS & PRAISE
James 1:17  Everything God gives us is good, His method is good, His goodness is constant & unchanging.
3. FOCUS ON ETERNAL THINGS
NOT on temporary things of this earth.

4. GROW IN REAL KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. Experience His salvation & a personal relationship with Him. Ps 34:8 Persevere faithfully in difficulties. Fill heart with God’s Word each day. Singing to Him in our hearts. Col 3:16.
5. TAKE PROBLEM TO GOD 
Pray for understanding for myself and others, that we would respond in a God-honoring way.


Adapted from Dr. Jerry Benjamin’s Little Nuggets Series #2, What is the First Indication of Turning Away from God?

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment      Philippians 1:9
