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2 PURPOSES for Predictive Prophecy
1. To affect the conduct of those who hear the prophecy (NOT to satisfy curiosity about the future)

And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself,  just as He is pure.    1 John 3:3
2. To establish the authenticity of the prophet
      To strengthen faith of believers (or challenge skeptics or doubters) to establish confidence in the God who miraculously foretold events (met only when the prophecy is fulfilled)

So [because Jesus came in power and was glorified by the Father] we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 2 Peter 1:19
Guidelines for Understanding the Meaning of a Prophecy

Literal Language
Take the passage in its most simple, direct, and ordinary meaning unless these are compelling reasons to do otherwise.

Amos 9:14-15

14 “Also I will restore the captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, And make gardens and eat their fruit.

15 “I will also plant them on their land, And they will not again be rooted out from their land Which I have given them,” Says the Lord your God.  

Figurative Language
Figurative does not mean “mystical”.  The “picture” will have a literal, future fulfillment in history. Following the ordinary rules of language, distinction can be made between literal and non-literal.

1. When it would be absurd to understand metaphors literally.

When Pharaoh dreamed of 7 healthy ears of corn that ate up 7 withered ears, he called for the wise men to interpret his dream. Joseph called out to God to give him the interpretation.

Isaiah 11:1
 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit.

Daniel and Revelation are filled with marvelous imagery of fantastic “beasts” that have never existed which must be interpreted as figurative language.

2. When the “picture” is identified within the context itself.

Daniel 7:17

 These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings who will arise from the earth.

John 2:19,21

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”……..21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.

Revelation 1:20

20 As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Revelation 5:8
8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

3. Subsequent Revelation: When later Scripture legitimately interprets earlier verses.

Because all scripture is “God-breathed” and the Holy Spirit is the Author behind the authors, the Bible has the authority to interpret Scripture. While the Holy Spirit may illuminate present-day interpreters, their interpretation is subject to error.

Example #1: Rev 12:9 & 20:2 reveal that the serpent is a symbol of Satan, shedding light on the embodiment of evil in the serpent of Gen 3:15.

Example #2: Nowhere in Scripture does God allow Israel to be a symbol for the Church. Believing gentiles are “grafted in” to Israel, but do NOT replace her.

Special Time Features
Biblical prophecies may refer to more than one future event.

Multiple Reference or Partial Fulfillment: The same prediction refers to more than one fulfillment.

Deuteronomy 18:15-18
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The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me [Moses] from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him…. I [LORD] will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.

This coming prophet refers both to Joshua [near fulfillment] and to Christ [complete fulfillment]

Split Reference: Part of the prediction refers to one future event (near) and another part of the prediction to another future even (more distant)

Isaiah 61:1-3

1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, Because the Lord has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners;2 To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord 

Luke 4:20
Jesus closed the book saying, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. 

So they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified. 

Our advantage: Standing between Christ’s  1st and 2nd Comings, we can better see the distinctions. Our caution: Don’t be dogmatic about certain events. Misplaced dogmatism may undermine faith rather than establish it, if events other than those we anticipate may unfold (as in the case of 1st century students of OT prophecy, who missed Jesus) 

2 Timothy 2:15

Study to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

Revelation 1:3

Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.

