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IS NOT Israel
	
	Church
	Israel

	Origin
	Born of Christ, Himself, at Pentecost after His Resurrection. The Holy Spirit indwells it. (Mt 16:13-20)
	Born of Abraham & Sarah, Isaac.

	Foundation
	Based on the finished work of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 3:11, Eph 2:20) 
	Based on God’s promises to her, still in force and some have yet to be fulfilled: Land, Nation, the Seed.



	Purposes
	Given the Holy Spirit with which to fulfill the Great Commission

The lampstand against which “the gates of hell shall not prevail” (Mt 16:18)

She is not perfect and has erred in her teaching occasionally as the devil has led her astray; but whenever she has applied the Bible literally, the blessings of God and growth have followed.


	Torchbearer of God’s faithfulness to a nation that worshiped Him and would consequently enjoy His blessings

For most of her history, however, Israel was a testimony to God’s judgment upon sinners; yet she was ever His special nation.

	Prophetic Future
	Does not look for an earthly kingdom, but for her Lord to take her to the Father’s house as He promised.
	Restoration of the Kingdom, the Jews into the Land.

Plans to rebuild her temple in Jerusalem.

Will receive a “new heart” during the Millennium.



	Tribulation
	Church has been promised that she will not endure the coming Wrath (1 Thess 5:9, Rev 3:10). 

No longer needed as God’s witness to the world.


	Can expect to endure the time of “Jacob’s Trouble” (Jer 30:7) to complete prophecy of Daniel’s “70th week”. 

Will witness to the world about God, Christ.




adapted from The Rapture by Tim LaHaye, p. 240-242  

Jeremiah 31:35-37
Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for light by day, And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; The Lord of hosts is His name: “If this fixed order departs From before Me,” declares the Lord, “Then the offspring of Israel also shall cease From being a nation before Me forever.” Thus says the Lord, “If the heavens above can be measured, And the foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have done,” declares the Lord.

