An Answer to PRETERISM

A view that the tribulation events of Revelation and Christ’s Return were fulfilled in the past (AD 70)

Adapted from a newsletter article by Dr. Thomas Ice

Preterist scholars teach that Matt 24 & Luke 21 refer to the same event: the destruction of Jerusalem and her temple in AD 70. Therefore the promised tribulation events and return of Christ in Revelation have already occurred.

Even thought there are similarities between the past destruction of Jerusalem and a future siege, there are enough differences to distinguish the two events.

· A careful comparison of Matthew 24 with Luke 21:20-24 reveals that they are referring to TWO separate events. (Read for yourself the accounts on the reverse side of this page)

Matthew 24 is referring to the time just before Christ returns to earth and does not mention Jerusalem’s or the temple’s destruction.


Luke 21:20-24 DOES refer to the time of Jerusalem’s destruction in AD 70 and its following Diaspora.

In the AD 70 destruction of Jerusalem there was…

· No image set up in the holy place as described in Mt 24:15, Dan 9:27 ( In AD 70, Titus was only able to tour the Holy Place briefly before his soldiers burned it)

· No worship of the image was required

· No 3 ½ year period of time between that event and the coming of Christ. 
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No image came to life and beckoned men to worship it

Preterists claim an early date for the writing of Revelation…sometime BEFORE AD 70….while futurists claim a later date around AD 95.

The End Times Controversy by Tim LaHaye & Thomas Ice 
examines the claims of futurists and preterists in more detail.







