GLOSSARY of End-Times Terms & Views 

	Eschatology
	That branch of theology with deals with “Last” or future things.



	Glorification
	The instantaneous completion of the sanctifying process. This is the final aspect of God’s saving work for the redeemed (Rom 8:30). It involves the redemption of our physical body. This corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality (1 Cor 15:53-54) Also means instantaneous Christlikeness for all the saints.. When He is revealed, we shall be like Him (1 John 3:2)



	Covenantalism
	Theology of the Reformed churches systemizes that the whole of Scripture as covered by two covenants: 1. Covenant of works and 2. Covenant of grace. Eschatologically, this viewpoint believes that The Church has replaced Israel in regard to God’s blessings and promises. Also known as Covenant Theology or The Reformed View.



	Dispensationalism
	This school of thought sees God’s plan of the ages divided into different dispensations or periods with different purposes. Scofield popularized the notion of seven historical time periods follows:
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This view believes that God has separate plans and promises for The Church and Israel. God now works through The Church to share the Good News with the world, but we must be removed (raptured) so that He can complete His work in Israel during the time of the Tribulation (70th Week of Daniel).



	Preterism
	View that the tribulation prophecies of Mt 24 were all fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. This view believes that Mt 24:34 (This generation will by no means pass away till all these thing take place) proves that all the prophecies of disaster in the Olivet Discourse were fulfilled in the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70. AKA partial preterism.

HYPER –PRETERISM goes beyond basic preterism by spiritualizing Christ’s return in bodily form. Some even go so far as to deny that He rose bodily from the dead to avoid having to explain how the Ascension might have been anything other that bodily. This view denies several cardinal doctrines of Christianity. Similar to Hymenaeus and Philetus of 2Tim 2:17-18 who taught that the 2nd Coming was already past, thus overthrowing the faith of some. AKA full preterism, consistent preterism, realized eschatology.



	Amillennialism
	View that the 1,000 year reign of Christ (Rev 20) is a present, invisible, spiritual reality rather than a future, literal earthly kingdom. Amillennialists believe that His kingdom exists right now, and the 1000 years is not to be taken literally so the next event on the prophetic calendar will be the return of Christ, followed immediately by the final judgment. This view came to dominate the church during the time of Augustine and Jerome in the 300’s and prevailed for much of the church’s history, including the greater part of Protestant Reformers during the 1600’s.



	Pre-Millennialism
	View that Christ will return to earth BEFORE He establishes an earthly, millennial kingdom, over which He will reign from an earthly throne for a literal 1000 years. Also known as chiliasm in the early church, this was the earliest of the 3 millennial systems to arise. It fell out of favor during the Middle Ages, but was revived by the Puritans in the 1600’s. It is the viewpoint of a majority of those who are conservative in their approach to biblical interpretation.



	Post-Millennialism
	View that Christ will return to earth AFTER (not necessarily literal) 1000 years have passed. The expansion of Christ’s kingdom is now making continual progress by the preaching of the Word by the Church. Eventually, the whole world will be Christianized. This victory will be realized without the need for a cataclysmic return of Christ to impose righteousness. Rather, victory will result from the faithful application of means now available. Christ will reign over a literal earthly kingdom, albeit, from a heavenly throne. This view did not develop into a distinct system until after the Reformation. Also known as the Christian Reconstruction Movement.



	Pre-Tribulation Rapture
	The Rapture will occur before the Tribulation, sparing the church from the outpouring of God’s wrath.



	Partial Rapture
	Christ will rapture only those who “look for him” (Heb 9:28), leaving others to be raptured later. This view is not particularly popular, unsupported by rapture teachings in the Scriptures.



	Mid-Tribulation Rapture
	Christ will rapture all Christians in the middle of the Tribulation. The 2 witnesses in Rev 11 are believed to illustrate the Rapture, but the problem here is that the 2 witnesses are Jewish, and are not representative of the church.



	Post-Tribulation Rapture
	The church will go through the Tribulation and be raptured just before Christ returns. Those who are raptured will go up to the sky, then come right back down, allowing no time for the Judgment Seat of Christ & the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.


Adapted from The Second Coming by John MacArthur; 

Charting the End-Times by Tim LaHaye;
and Baker’s Dictionary of Theology.






