
USING “THE CHURCHES” AS A YARDSTICK FOR MY LIFE

Lord, search my heart and see if there be any wicked way in me.
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   Loveless
	Do I love the Lord with ALL my heart? Do I desire to spend time with my Lord--or is church / Bible study just a duty, part of my routine? Do I truly desire God’s best for my neighbor?



	Smyrna

   Suffering
	Am I allowing suffering to purify me? Am I suffering in a joyful way that keeps my focus on the Lord? When I suffer, do I grumble or complain, or am I an encouragement to others? Am I being conformed into His image?  Be faithful unto death!


	Pergamum

  Compromised
	Do I know the Word as I ought?  Do my deeds line up with my faith?  Am I tolerating false teaching?  Do I confront wrong teaching because of my love for God and my love for others?



	Thyatira

   Corrupted
	Am I tolerating sin or false teaching in my life or in my church?  Am I obedient to judge immorality in “The Church”?  Have I properly confronted them in love with the Word of God in the way Matthew 18 directs?



	Sardis

   Dead
	Do I bear the name "Christian" in a worthy manner? Is it true, or am I only a hearer, not a doer of the Word?  What is my reputation as a child of God?  Do I have a personal, vital relationship with Him, or do I just participate in activities and programs?


	Philadelphia

   Faithful
	Am I continuing to hold fast to His Word, His Name, and His example of perseverance?  Am I neglecting a door of ministry that He has opened before me?  Am I trying to force my way through a door that He has shut?


	Laodicea

   Lukewarm 
	Do I really need Jesus? Am I just sliding by, or am I zealous for the things of God?  Who RULES my life—Jesus or me?    Am I too busy for the things of God?  Do I look and act like “the world”-- Or am I a faithful and true witness of Jesus Christ? 



He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

HEAR and HEED

Be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.  Luke 12:40


