Revelation – Part I 

Lesson 1 – You’ll Overcome!
Understanding the Time of the End – The Rest of the Story
Jesus was crucified about A.D. 29 or A.D. 30, and many who saw the crucifixion thought that that was the end of the story.  It was over; the Jews thought this troublemaker was dead and they were relieved.  Many of His disciples were heartbroken and crushed.  They thought that this was Messiah and King, and now He hung on a cross.  They thought, “That’s it.”  
The problem was that they hadn’t really heard and believed everything that He had told them was going to happen.  They had a hard enough time when He told them that He was going to die, but in the same breath He told them that He would be raised again, three days later.  He told them that He would come out of the tomb, having conquered death.  But somehow, they hadn’t had ears to hear the rest of the story.  Three days later, just as He said, He came out of that tomb.  For forty days, Jesus was with them, walked and talked with them, and explained to them the Kingdom.  Those forty days started the day He came out of the tomb. 
Luke 24:44 Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."
If we were to go back to the Psalms, the prophets, and Moses, we would find truths and prophecies in there about the Lord Jesus Christ.   What Jesus did was explain those prophecies of the things that had happened beforehand that were pointing to His death, burial, and resurrection, and to the fact that even His death, burial, and resurrection were not the end of it all – there was a literal, visible Kingdom coming when He would rule as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
During these forty days, Jesus talked to them and taught them about the Kingdom, and then He ascended into heaven.  
Acts 1:3-5   3To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 4Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
Exactly fifty days after Jesus had risen from the dead (and He arose from the dead on the very day that they were celebrating the Feast of Firstfruits), Pentecost happened.   Those who were gathered together on the day of Pentecost suddenly saw flames of fire on the heads of one another, and they received the Holy Spirit, just as He promised.  Kay wants us to remember that when Jesus had ascended to the Father, He told them to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Holy Spirit.  When He ascended to the Father, two angels appeared and said to the men standing there, before the day of Pentecost, 
Acts 1:11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”
Even before the day of Pentecost, when Jesus ascended into heaven, those men as they looked up, saw the two angels who promised them that this same Jesus who was taken from them would come again.  Did they believe it?  Did they have ears to hear and hearts to believe and wills to obey?  Yes!  They waited and tarried and the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost.  

On the day of Pentecost, Peter gave a quick synopsis of what it would be like during the last days, until the rest of the story was finished.   Peter’s synopsis was of what would happen between Pentecost and the coming of the Son of Man in glory, back to the Mount of Olives, just as He had left from there.  Peter described the last days, and the last days began with the coming of Jesus Christ, and go right up until the second coming of Jesus Christ.  The last days are days of the Spirit indwelling men and women – not just prophets, priests, and kings but common, ordinary people, young and old – and no longer just hovering over and coming and going.   
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Then Peter told about what would happen before that great and terrible day of the Lord came.  Peter goes on to say to those who were convicted by this message,
Acts 2:32-35 32This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are witnesses.  33Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.   34For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says:  “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, 35until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”
The eleven, along with many other disciples, believed this message that Jesus Christ had ascended to heaven but that He was coming again.  They believed that they had the Holy Spirit, Who would enable them to continue the works of Jesus Christ, as John the apostle had promised in his gospel, recorded from the words of Jesus.  They had ears to hear, believed, and went forth to live this life, knowing that this same Jesus that was taken up from them would come again in like manner.   They overcame even in the face of death.
(Kay draws a timeline.)  In Acts chapter 7, we have the very first martyr.  Stephen was stoned because of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Acts 7:54-58 54Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him.  55But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 56and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  57But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with one impulse. 58When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.
They had ears to hear, but they did not hear what the Spirit was saying to them through Stephen.  The young man named Saul would be wrested by the Lord on the road to Damascus, would become a believer, and his name would later be changed to Paul.  
Acts 7:59-60 59They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60Then falling on his knees, he cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!”  Having said this, he fell asleep.

Stephen knew that Jesus was the resurrection and the life.  He knew and believed what Jesus had said in John (6:47), “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me has eternal life.”
Stephen “fell asleep”, and he woke up in the midst of the throne of God and in the presence of Jesus, because “absent from the body, present with the Lord.”  Stephen was the first martyr; he died at the hands of the Jews who refused to believe.  Then, when Claudius was Caesar over Rome, and Herod Agrippa I ruled as procurator over Jerusalem, which was like a province of the Roman Empire, James was put to death.  James was the brother of the apostle John, who wrote the book of Revelation. 
Acts 12:1-2 1Now about that time Herod laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them.   2And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword.

 James is the first martyr under Rome.  And yet, this does not stop the church.  Peter continues to preach.  
Acts 12:3 When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was during the days of Unleavened Bread.
The Days of Unleavened Bread was the feast of Passover, and they put Peter in prison and the saints went to the Lord in prayer and intercession, and an angel went to Peter (Kay does a “nudging” action) and says, “Let’s get out of here!” so Peter got up and they got out.  Then they took the Gospel and did what God had told them to do, which was to be witnesses unto Him in Jerusalem, and Judea, and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth.  
Then, after Herod Agrippa and Claudius Caesar of Rome, Nero came on the scene and ruled from 54-68 A.D., and began a greater persecution of the church of Jesus Christ.  Even so, the disciples had heard the story.  They not only knew the beginning of the story, and saw the fulfillment of the first part of the story – they knew the end of the story.  They knew that Jesus Christ would come back; He had not left them alone; they experienced the work of the Holy Spirit in their hearts and their lives.  
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They looked forward to that day when Jesus Christ would reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and very God of very Gods.  So although the persecution came, they persevered.  They overcame.  They had ears to hear, and they heard and knew the end of the story.  They knew that Jesus would come in clouds of glory.
In 60-62 A.D., Paul was imprisoned.  Paul had been saved 27 years earlier.  He had come to know the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul was put in prison, but it did not shut him up; he continued to tell the rest of the story, and proclaim the story of our redemption to all who would listen.  
Acts 28:16 When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who was guarding him.

Farther back in Acts, it says that Paul had been arrested and taken to Caesarea, where he lived as a prisoner for a number of years, until finally he appealed to Caesar/Rome because he was a Roman citizen, and was taken to Rome.  He was under a kind of “house arrest.”  He was allowed to have his private quarters, he was chained to a Roman guard, and he was allowed to have visitors.  And the Jews came to hear what Paul had to say.  
Acts 28:22-23  22"But we desire to hear from you what your views are; for concerning this sect, it is known to us that it is spoken against everywhere.  23When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the prophets, from morning to evening.
The Jews called this sect “Those of the Way”, because Jesus had said that He was the Way, He was the Truth, and He was the Life, and no one came to the Father but by Him.  The Jews had been listening to negative reports about this sect.  Paul taught them night and day from the Old Testament scriptures, the same ones that Jesus used, the same Law of Moses and the Prophets, explaining that Jesus was the Messiah, the promised One, the Christ.  Oh yes, He suffered and died, but He conquered death.  He was raised again from the dead.  He’s ascended at the right hand of the Father, and He is coming again with clouds and great glory – repent and believe!  This was the message that Paul brought.  Paul knew the story, he explained the story, and then left it to those men to see if they would hear and believe the story or not.  Would they have ears to hear? 
Acts 28:24-27 24Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe.  25And  when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, 26saying, ‘Go to this people and say, “You will keep on hearing but not understand; And you will keep on seeing but will not perceive; 27for the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes; otherwise they might see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them.’”

They had ears, but did not hear; eyes, but did not see.  They had hearts that had become dull.  Kay says that if we will study inductively and get in the Word and do more than just listen to her, then we will surely see truth and hear the words of God; and if we believe those words of God, then we will have a victory that will overcome the world and prepare us for that day when He comes as King of kings, Lord of lords, and very God of very gods.  

But know this – that before He comes, judgment goes before Him.  The judgment is for all who will not hear the story; for those who, through coldness and hardness of heart, or the preoccupation with the things of this life, or the worries of this world, or the shirking from the persecution that comes to those who believe – those will not experience redemption; they will experience judgment.  What will that judgment be like?  That’s the rest of the story.
Did the fact that the people would reject Paul’s message shake Paul? No, because Paul knew and understood that the story was true.  Paul was released from prison after two years. 
Acts 28:30-31  30And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, 31preaching the Kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered. 
Then Paul was let out of prison.  He stayed out of prison 63-64 A.D. But then Paul was put back in prison for preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Paul knew that this would be his final imprisonment.  He knew that soon he would have his heart’s desire – to be absent from the body and present with the Lord.
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In A.D. 64, Peter was crucified – tradition says that he was crucified upside-down.  Also in A.D. 64, Paul was beheaded – he could not be crucified because he was a Roman citizen.  They died believing the story, because they had ears to hear – but they had not seen the fulfillment of the rest of the story.

In A.D. 70, Jerusalem was destroyed, just as Jesus had said in Luke: 
Luke 21:20-22 20"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near.  21Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst of the city must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city; 22because these are the days of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled.  
The Word of God is a sure word of prophecy that we would do well to take heed – it is like a lamp that shines in a dark place.  In other words, as it is written, so it shall be.  Read the story very carefully and know that if it hasn’t happened yet, it’s going to happen; it’s just the rest of the story that has yet to be seen.  
Luke 21:24 …and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
Since that time, Jerusalem has been trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, but we haven’t yet seen the rest of the story.

In A.D. 81-96, another wave of persecution came under the Roman emperor Domitian, but the faithful overcame.  Why?  Did Domitian stamp out Christianity, crush it out, blow out the light (Kay acts as if she is blowing something off the palm of her hand) and extinguish the wick?  No, he would go like this (blowing motion again) – one light would go out but the wick would start again, and again.  He could not put out the light, because as it was written, so it would come to pass.  The persecution increased, but they believed the story.
Under Domitian, the beloved apostle John was taken and exiled to the island of Patmos, where tradition has it that he was dipped in a cauldron of hot oil.  Did that stop him?  Did those scars stop him from speaking the story?  Were his eyes blinded so he could no longer see the story?  No, around A.D. 95, Jesus gave John the details of the rest of the story when John was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day.  What did John see?  He saw that Jesus was coming again in clouds of glory.  John was shown the things that were, and the things that would come after those things.  John was shown the rest of the story.
Why was John shown these things?  Kay believes that it is because John had heard and believed what Moses, the Psalms, and the prophets had said.  John had believed that Jesus was the substitutionary sacrifice – he believed the story that Moses had written.  John the apostle, one the twelve chosen by Jesus, records an account, a fourth gospel that is written after the first three, written to show the signs that Jesus did, so that the readers might know those signs and believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God.  John opens up with the beginning of the story – he shows us that Jesus was in the beginning with the Father, that Jesus was the Creator.  He shows us as he gives the account of the testimony of another John – John the Baptist.  (John the Baptist and John the apostle are not the same person.)
John 1:29-30 29The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!   30This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’”
If we know our chronology we know that Jesus was born after John the Baptist.  John the Baptist was older than his cousin Jesus.  So here is John the Baptist’s testimony recorded by John the apostle, the same one who was exiled to the island of Patmos.  When John recorded this, he knew the truth of Genesis chapter 22.  This chapter records the first time the word “worship” is ever used in the Bible is here, as is the first time “obey/obedience” is used – but also the first time “love” is used in the Bible is in Genesis chapter 22.  
Genesis 22:2 He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering, on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.”
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Abraham went to where the Dome of the Rock is today.  If we were to go under that Muslim Dome of the Rock, down the stairs, we would see the Rock of Sacrifice, where Abraham took Isaac in Jerusalem to offer him.  That Dome of the Rock sits where the Temple sat.  It is on a range of Mount Moriah, where the crucifixion also took place.  Abraham took his only son, whom he loved, to offer him as a sacrifice.  
Genesis 22:7-8 7Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!”  And he said, “Here I am, my son.”  And he said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  8Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  So the two of them walked on together.  
Kay says you can translate this another way – “God will provide Himself, the Lamb.”  Here is a father taking his only son up to offer him as a sacrifice.  They get up to the mountain, and Abraham gets ready to plunge the knife into Isaac, his only son whom he loves, and God stops him and says, “Now, Abraham, I know that you love Me, since you have not withheld your only son from Me.”  
Genesis 22:13-14 13Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son.  14Abraham called the name of that place The Lord Will Provide, as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.”

When John sat down and wrote this Gospel, that you and I might know this story, the signs that Jesus Christ did, that we might understand that this is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, John knew Genesis 22.  John would write, in John 3:16, about a Father who so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.  
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
And who was the ram caught in the thicket?  It was Jesus, nailed to a cross, who died in our place, because God gave His only begotten Son, whom He loved, so that we, who were dead in trespasses and sins, might have life.  John knew what he was doing when he recorded the account – “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!”  Paul recorded it in Corinthians:   
II Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

And his other contemporary, Peter, would write:  
I Peter 1:18-21 18knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times 21who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
The Passover lamb, which they (the Israelites) would get in Exodus 12 - “Get yourselves a lamb!  You’ve lived in Egypt.  You’ve been slaves under Pharaoh.  I’m going to set you free!”  
John 8:34-36 34Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.  36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
So the Passover lamb was a picture of the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, the Lamb of God who would set us free from our slavery to sin, set us free from Satan’s power over us in Egypt – that’s who John was writing about.  When they got the Passover lamb, they kept it for four days.  They watched that lamb to make sure it was without spot or blemish.  They got it on the tenth day of Nisan.  On the fourteenth day of Nisan, they slaughtered that lamb and put the blood of the lamb on the doorpost of the house.  And when the angel of the Lord came by, if he saw the blood of the lamb over the doorpost of the house, he passed over and they did not die.  So, on the fourteenth day of Nisan, the day of Passover, God took His Lamb, and nailed Him to a cross, and shed His blood, so that we could be set free from slavery to sin – so that we could hear the story, have ears to hear, believe the story, and receive eternal life.  
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John knew and believed what Moses said.  
John 3:14-15 14"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15so that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.”
John knew the story in Numbers 21 – how the children of Israel had sinned and how God had sent serpents into the camp in judgment, and the serpents had bitten the people and they were dying.  Moses cried out to God, and God said to Moses, “Get a pole.  Wrap that serpent around that pole and tell the people that if they get bitten, if they will look in faith to the serpent upon that pole, they will not die.”  All they had to do was to hear the instruction, believe the instruction, and they would live.  They just had to hear and believe the story.  
Why a serpent who was lifted up on a pole?  Because Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for us.  He took the serpent’s bite, so that we who have been bitten by sin might have eternal life.  John knew that Jesus was the smitten rock.  Remember in Exodus 17, when the children of Israel were in the wilderness of Zin, and they were so thirsty they couldn’t stand it, and they cried out and Moses cried out to God.  God told Moses to take the rod in his hand and smite the rock, and when he did, water came forth.  Moses heard; Moses believed.  When he took the rod and smote the rock, water gushed forth, and the people who were thirsty drank and were satisfied.  John knew and believed that story.  So what does John record?  
John 7:37-39 37Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.   38He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’”  39But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
Jesus is the rock, being smitten.  Kay says that we might think that she is pulling that out of the air, but she wants us to look:  
I Corinthians 10:2-4 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3and all ate the same spiritual food; 4and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.
Now, in John chapter 7, before Jesus is crucified, He says, “Everyone come unto Me, and keep on drinking of Me, for he that believes in Me out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”  This He was speaking of the Holy Spirit, who would be given.  But He could not be given yet, because Jesus Christ had not yet died, been raised from the dead, and ascended to the Father – then the Holy Spirit could come.  You see, John knew the story about Jesus and believed what Moses had said.  

Moses had also said that God was I AM.  
Exodus 3:11-15 11But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?"  12And He said, "Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain."  13Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?' What shall I say to them?" 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"  15God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you ' This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations.
John chooses, in his desire to prove that Jesus is God, an incident in John chapter 8 when Jesus turns to the Jews who have ears but do not hear, who have eyes but do not see, who have hearts that are dull and will not believe.  
John 8:23-24 23And He was saying to them, “You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.   24Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."
The “He” in “I am He” has been added by the translators and Kay encourages us to cross it out.  What is this “I am?”  It is called the ego eimi.  It is the Tetragrammaton for God’s name – I AM THAT I AM.  
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John 8:58-59 58Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."  59Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.
Why were they going to stone Him?  Because He said, “I AM.”  They understood that He was giving to Himself this holy, sacred name of God, the I AM, which was His memorial name to all generations.  They considered that blasphemy, and blasphemy allowed them to stone a person to death.  
John 10:29-33 29"My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30"I and the Father are one."  31The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 32Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?"  33The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God."
John knew the story.  John knew that Jesus was God; he knew that Jesus was I AM; he knew that Jesus was before Abraham, that He was the eternal God.  John knew what Moses had written, and what the prophets had said.  What did the prophets say concerning Jesus?  On the day that Jesus Christ was being crucified, John records the crucifixion.  
John 19:35-37  35And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe.   36For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, "NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN."  37And again another Scripture says, "THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED."
Zechariah 12:10  10"I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.
John has told us that the fulfillment of that prophecy is at the crucifixion when “they look on Him whom they have pierced.”  That’s part of the story, but John knows it’s not all of the story.  
Revelation 1:7  7BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.
There we see the fulfillment.  But John also knew and believed what the Psalms said.  This same apostle John, who gives us the vision of the Revelation, begins that story in his Gospel in chapter 10.  
John 10:11 11"I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep”.
What Psalm would show that?  
John 19:24  24So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be"; this was to fulfill the Scripture: "THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS."
Psalm 22:1,17-18 My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?  Far from my deliverance are the words of my groaning.  I can count all my bones.  They look, they stare at me; they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.
Psalm 22 is a picture of the Good Shepherd, laying down His life for His sheep.  But John knew even more of the Psalms. 
Psalm 23:1-3 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters.  He restores my soul.
In John chapter 21, John records Jesus’ words to Peter:  “Tend my sheep; feed my lambs.”  John knows that Psalm 23 is the picture of my Shepherd – the Great Shepherd who leads and guides us, all the days of our lives from the time that we come to know Christ until the time when we see Him face to face.  But John knew another thing – that Psalm 24 showed Jesus as the Chief Shepherd that Peter wrote about.  
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I Peter 5:4 4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
John endured it all, because he knew the story.  John was the one who told us the rest of the story, of the King coming in His glory.  
Psalm 24:7-10 Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in!  Who is the King of glory?  The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O gates, and lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in!  Who is this King of glory?  The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory.  Selah. 
Revelation 19:11-16 11And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.   12His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."
That’s the rest of the story, and we’re going to know it.  The question is, will we be blessed of God because we will hear the words of this prophecy and keep them even unto death?  The King of Glory is coming in, strong and mighty in battle, and we’re going to study the rest of the story.
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