Revelation – Part I
Lesson 10 - When God Speaks To The Churches,

What Does He Expect…And What If They Don’t?


When God speaks to the churches, what does He expect them to do?  He expects them to believe what He says, to obey what He tells them to do – but what if they don’t?  Is there any consequence to hearing the Word of God with just the hearing of the ears, but not a hearing that causes us to live accordingly?  That’s what we want to look at today as we finish this final part of our study on Revelation Part I – God’s message to the churches.  


As He brings forth His message to the churches, we need to know that it is His message to each of us, individually, as believers.  Revelation tells us that it is the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to Jesus, to show us, His bondservants, the things which must shortly take place.

Revelation 1:3  3Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.

The book of Revelation opens up with a promise of blessing, not just for those who read, but for those who hear and heed (or keep, or do) the words of this book.  It comes full circle and closes with the same statement.  

Kay wants us to watch the word “heed” or “keep” (Gk. Teereo) – a very important word in the book of Revelation.    
Revelation 22:7-9  7"And behold, I am coming quickly Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book." 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9But he said to me, "Do not do that I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God." 

The book of Revelation is more than just a book that teaches us what is going to come to pass.  It is more than a book to satisfy the curiosity, more than a book that lets us know what the future holds – it is a book that is to be believed.  It is a book that is to be heeded; it is a book of which we are to keep the words.  We are to act upon what this book has to say.  Kay is going to show us where the word heed or keep is used in the book of Revelation.  She suggests that we mark the verses in our Bibles, so that we can see how He uses this word.  
Revelation 2:26  26'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;
Revelation 3:3 3'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.
Revelation 3:8  8'I know your deeds Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.
Revelation 3:10 10'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.
Revelation 12:17  17So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.
Revelation 14:12 12Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.

We see that there is a responsibility for us to keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.  In other words, yes – we believed on a certain day, the day of our salvation, when we reached out and embraced the Lord Jesus Christ and He came to live inside of us.  That is what makes us Christians – Christ inside of us, the hope of glory.  Yet that is just the beginning of our Christian life; we are in a process of becoming like Jesus Christ, and we are headed for our destination – Heaven, eternal life, the presence of God forever and ever.  In this journey, God expects us to keep His commandments and keep our faith in Jesus Christ.  

Revelation 16:15 15("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.")

Before the apostle John wrote the book of Revelation, he also wrote three little epistles, 1-3 John.  So when he uses certain words, we can know that he uses those words in the same way.  One of the purposes 1 John was written was so that those who say that they believe might know without a shadow of a doubt that they are truly God’s children.   
1 John 5:13  13These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
1 John 2:3-5  3By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected By this we know that we are in Him:

On the very day that we come to know the Lord Jesus Christ (get saved), we are brought into the family of God.  We are made bone of His bone, and flesh of His flesh.  He gives eternal life to us.  

John 10:10 10"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
John 10:29 29"My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.
John 6:39-40  39"This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40"For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

He gives us that blessed assurance – a promise that we come to Jesus because God has drawn us to Him – he promises us eternal life, and that we will be raised up on that last day.  In other words, when our earthly bodies perish and are put into a tomb, God is going to raise that body up on the last day and that body is going to be in heaven.  

1 Corinthians 15:42-44  42So also is the resurrection of the dead It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
Philippians 1:6  6For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
Jude 24 24Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,

This is eternal security (which we may not believe in), but the question is, can we be saved and live contrary to the Word and commandments of God – can we embrace other beliefs and still go to heaven?  Or can I live this way, simply missing a blessing, and still go to heaven?  

Every one of Jesus’ messages to the churches concludes with this statement:  “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.”  Then it switches from the plural to the singular, “He that overcomes, I will…”  He makes different promises to overcomers – who is an overcomer?  Is every believer an overcomer – or can one be a believer and not be an overcomer?  An overcomer is one who hears what He is saying, and who keeps that word.  The critical question, then, is, “Can I be merely a hearer of the Word, and not a doer, and still go to heaven?”  

Our churches are filled with people who have been taught that once they’re saved, they’re always saved – and that they can live any way that they want and still go to heaven, because way back at one point in time they professed Jesus Christ.  They prayed a prayer, they (believed that they) received Jesus Christ, so they’re counting on that one singular act, that one singular incidence, that one point in their life, to get them to heaven.  Is that what the Word of God has to teach?  

What is Jesus’ message to the churches, and to those who are studying the book of Revelation?  There is a blessing to those who read, hear, and heed (or keep, walk, or do).  He talks about “keeping” – an important word in the book of Revelation.   Kay also wants us to look at the use of the word “deeds” (Gk. Ergon).  It can be translated “deeds” or “works”.  Kay wants to “run the references” to look at what place “deeds” has in the book of Revelation.  
Revelation 2:2,5 2'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;
 5'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place--unless you repent.

Jesus is saying (paraphrasing), “If you don’t stop and remember from where you have fallen from your first love, and you don’t repent and have a change of mind and do the deeds that you did at first, then I’m going to remove your church.”  

Revelation 2:6  6'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

We see here that there are deeds that God loves and wants us to do, but there are also deeds that God hates.  

Revelation 2:19,22  19'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first.
22'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.

In other words, there are some deeds that people need to repent of, because they are wrong deeds.  

Revelation 2:23 23'And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.

In other words (paraphrasing), “I’m going to reward you according to your deeds.”  He doesn’t say, “according to your faith” – is there a difference?  Kay asks, “If I really believe, will it affect my deeds?”  She believes so.  

Revelation 2:26  26'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;

Here He’s speaking to someone who can overcome – He’s speaking to a Christian.  He’s saying, “You are to keep My deeds until the end” – the end of our life when we die, or the end when we see Jesus Christ face-to-face.

Revelation 3:1-2 1"To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 


The deeds of the church at Sardis showed Jesus that they were dead.  The word “completed” means “to be brought to maturity, to perfection.”  They started, but they never finished.  Their deeds were not completed, and Jesus called them dead.

Revelation 3:8  8'I know your deeds Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.
Revelation 3:15-16  15'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.

These are His words to the churches about their deeds, but Kay wants to show us more.

Revelation 14:13 13And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them."

Kay notes here that “when they rest from their labors” means “when they die.”  She notes that their deeds follow them.  She asks what deeds would follow us from the time we made a profession of faith until the time that we die?  What kind of deeds would follow us?  We have to stop and ask that – would they be good deeds, bad deeds, deeds with eternal value, or deeds that are contrary to everything that a Christian is supposed to be?  
Revelation 15:3  3And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,
          "Great and marvelous are Your works,
         O Lord God, the Almighty;
         Righteous and true are Your ways,
         King of the nations!
Revelation 22:12  12"Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.

There is a footnote on this verse – “literally, as his work is.”   The word “work” is ergon again.   He is going to reward us according to our deeds.  Kay wants to contrast this with the other kinds of “deeds.”

Revelation 9:20  20The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk;

Here are people who are committing wrong deeds.  They’re involved in murder, demon worship, and idolatry.  
Revelation 16:11  11and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of their deeds.

Even though God judges them, they don’t repent of their awful deeds.
Revelation 18:6  6"Pay her back even as she has paid, and give back to her double according to her deeds; in the cup which she has mixed, mix twice as much for her.

This is a judgment on Babylon.  Babylon is not of God, and He is going to give her double, according to her deeds.  
Revelation 20:12-13  12And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.

In Revelation 20, we have a description of the Great White Throne Judgment, where all the lost (not the saved) will stand.  God is keeping a record of the deeds – both of the ungodly and the believer.  What are the deeds of those who are cast into the lake of fire?  What are the deeds of those who do not have eternal life?  What are the deeds of those who are going to hell, and will eventually be put into the lake of fire?  

Revelation 21:1-6 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 4and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 5And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new " And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." 6Then He said to me, "It is done I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 


Are we saved by our deeds?  No.  

Titus 3:5-7  5He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

Ephesians 2:8-10  8For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

We are not saved by works; we are saved by grace through faith.  If we are thirsty, we are to come to Him, the fountain of the water of life, and we can drink from Him without cost.  
Revelation 21:7 7"He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.

The word “overcome” in the Greek is nikao.  It means “overcome, conquer, to have victory.”  What are we overcoming?  When we came to know the Lord Jesus Christ, we were taken out of this world.  We passed from death to life, from the power of Satan to the Kingdom of God.  We are no longer under the prince of this world, we are under God Almighty.  Jesus is our only Lord and Master, yet we are left in this world.  

John 17:15  15"I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.

Here is a promise – he who overcomes, he who conquers, he who has victory, he who walks in what God has provided, will be God’s son.  

Revelation 21:7-8  7"He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. 8"But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

The “first death” is a physical death, but there is a second death, which is a spiritual death – it is the lake of fire.  He is saying that if we will overcome, we will belong to God; He will be our Father, and we will be His sons.  The contrast is the cowardly, the unbelieving (those who refuse to believe God), the abominable, the murderers, the immoral persons, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and the liars have not overcome, and are going to be in the lake of fire because of their deeds.  
Revelation 21:24-27 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; 26and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 27and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Revelation 22:14-15 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city. 15Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.

Kay asks, “If I profess to know Jesus Christ, and I’m an idolater – if I have some other god that has taken the place of my love of Jesus Christ, am I going to heaven? Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.  If I walk in immorality after I get saved, and that is the habit of my life, am I going to heaven?”  (The audience says “no.”)  Kay asks, “Why am I not going to heaven?  You’re telling me that my deeds are going to keep me from heaven.”  (There seems to be some doubt and mixed response in the audience.)  Kay continues, “If those are my deeds, will they keep me from heaven?  Yes, they will.  If I love Him, I will keep His commandments.  If I don’t keep His commandments, what does 1 John say?  That I don’t know Him.  So does that mean I have lost my salvation?  No, I would say that it would mean that I never had it, because if I’m truly saved, I’m going to be raised up on that last day.”  To clarify her point, she takes us to Scripture.

2 Timothy 2:18-19 18men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the faith of some. 19Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness." 

Here we are, living in a world that is full of wickedness and iniquity.  What are we to do?  We are to overcome the world.  How do we overcome the world?  By faith.  How do we know that we’ve overcome the world?  By our deeds.  We can’t see our faith, except through our deeds.  That’s the message of (the book of) James.  Kay is giving some Scripture references referring to “overcomers.”  
Revelation 6:2  2I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.
Revelation 11:7  7When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.
Revelation 13:7 7It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.
Romans 3:4  4May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written,
         "THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN YOUR WORDS,
         AND PREVAIL WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED."
John 16:33  33"These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."
1 John 5:4  4For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.

Our deeds do not overcome the world; our faith overcomes.  In other words, we are living in a world that is in opposition to God.  The world is run by the prince of this world, and he is a liar and the father of lies – he abides not in the Truth.  We are living in a world that is full of lies, that is destined for hell.  Jesus tells us that, as we live in this world we are going to have tribulation from those who are a part of this world, but we can overcome the world by believing – by hearing what Jesus says to us in all the Word of God.  As Jesus says in Revelation, we hear and we heed.  Then as a result of our faith, we walk in good deeds.  Others see the good deeds, which point back to the fact that we have walked by faith, and not the way that the rest of the world has walked.  

1 John 5:3-5  3For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 4For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 5Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?


In other words, the victory that has overcome the world is the fact that we have believed that Jesus is the Son of God.  If we were to define an overcomer from these verses, who would that overcomer be?  An overcomer is a believer in what God says.  In each of His messages to the churches, Jesus has a message to that specific church.  His message is that they are to pay attention to what He says; He looks at them and He has a true evaluation of them.  He knows exactly what reality is and what is not.  They may not understand all that is going on, but He does.  Every time He brings a message to the churches, He says, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.”  Then He gives a promise to those who overcome the lies, the falsities, that which is opposed to the Word and the will of God.
Revelation 2:7  7'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.'   


The church at Ephesus can be described as a church that is doing all sorts of wonderful things, but has left its first love.  Kay asks if we would agree that the church at Ephesus is in great danger, because this is the only church from which Jesus threatens to remove its lampstand – because the foundation of Christianity is love of God.  Where is the “tree of life” and the “paradise of God?”  

Revelation 22:1-2  1Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2in the middle of its street On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

This is what Adam lost in Genesis 1 when he refused to believe God.  When he believed the serpent, when he believed the lie, he became a sinner and was cut off from the tree of life – but when Jesus comes, He offers us life and life abundantly.  We come and drink of Him, we receive eternal life, and He tells us that we are going to eat of the tree of life which is in the midst of the paradise of God.  Reflecting back on what we’ve studied, can those who have wrong deeds, ever go into that city or into that tree of life?  No.  


An overcomer is one who keeps that first love – and when they see that love slipping, they remember what it was like at the beginning, they repent (have a change of mind), and they do the deeds that they did at first.  This is the manward aspect of salvation – the Godward aspect of salvation is that God knows who are His.  Those who are His will persevere and keep a love of God, because Christ is in them.  How do we know who are His?  We keep, we maintain that first love, because if we don’t, then it means that an idol has gotten in there and no idolater has any inheritance in the Kingdom of God.  
2 Timothy 4:10  10for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.

Demas was not an overcomer.  They knew that he was not a child of God because he loved this world more; he did not conquer this world; he did not overcome the world by faith.  

1 John 2:19  19They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.
John 14:15 15"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

When we look at Smyrna, we see a persecuted church, a suffering church, a church that is enduring because of Jesus Christ.  

Revelation 2:10-11 10'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.' 


The Spirit is saying to the churches here (paraphrasing), “Be faithful unto death; don’t deny Jesus Christ, even when you’re faced with persecution.”  The second death belongs to those who do not overcome, to sinners, to those whose deeds are awful, those who do not keep the Word of God.

John 12:24-26 10'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.' 

Jesus went all the way to death, and you and I are to be willing to do the same.  That’s the message, and the promise to the overcomers is (paraphrasing), “You are suffering the physical death, but you will never suffer the second death, because you have been faithful unto death.”  


In the church at Pergamum, we see a false teaching that leads people into idolatry and immorality.  

Revelation 2:17  17'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.'

These are hard to interpret, but we know that Jesus is the manna that we have eaten.  We know that this may be a parallel to being invited to the pagan banquets where they were feeding.  And He says (paraphrasing), “Listen, you’re not going to go to the pagan banquets, because you’re willing to stand for me and you’re willing to die,” even as our brothers and sisters in Pakistan will stand for Jesus Christ and will not bow the knee to Islam; they’re going to die.  But He says (paraphrasing), “I’ve got a meal for you; I’ve got hidden manna.  I’ve got a white stone.”  (A white stone was the way that, many times, they got into a pagan party.  But Jesus says (paraphrasing), “Listen, I’ve got My white stone; you’re coming to My party.  Don’t let them talk to you about having power over your name; you’ve got a hidden name – it belongs to Me.  It is despised in this world, but it is precious in My sight.”

Ephesians 5:5-6 5For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
Galatians 5:19-21  19Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

If those are our deeds, we are not overcoming; and if we are not overcoming, are we going to be with Him?  No.


The church at Thyatira has a Jezebel in it, who is leading God’s bondservants astray.  

Revelation 2:26-28  26'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father; 28and I will give him the morning star.
Revelation 22:16 16"I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."
Matthew 24:13 13"But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.
Revelation 3:5 5'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Our names are in the Lamb’s book of life – God will not erase it; it is a sign that we are truly saved and that we belong to Him.  (The overcomers of the church at Sardis) are overcomers because they wake up and continue to do their deeds, which were not complete.  They do not soil their garments, but they walk with Him in white.  

Hebrews 12:14 14Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.
Revelation 3:12 12'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

We saw that the unbelievers, fornicators, and cowardly are outside that temple.  Only the church, the believers, the overcomers will be pillars in the New Jerusalem.  An overcomer is one who not only receives Jesus Christ, but so receives Him as to be truly born again so as to live for Him, and to have deeds which show that.  

Revelation 3:20-21 20'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 21'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

That throne is in the New Jerusalem, and so are the believers, the overcomers.  The cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, liars, idolaters – those who have heard but have not believed are outside.  Those who have not wanted to believe, those who have refused to repent, who refuse to walk in God’s way, are outside the New Jerusalem, because they will not overcome the world by believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  


Kay wants us to know that this is the word to the churches – it’s not just a matter of making a profession of faith.  It’s not a matter of just believing the doctrine of eternal security so as to say, “I can live any way that I want.”  If we truly believe in Jesus, we won’t live the way we want; we’ll live the way He wants.  We will have a change of mind that will lead to a change of direction.  Let us ask ourselves, “Am I an overcomer?”  How do we know we are really saved?  We each need to look at our lives.  Examine ourselves, to see if we are in the faith.  Is this the victory that overcomes the world – even our faith?  Do we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and does it affect the way that we live, so that our deeds support who we are and the fact that we have been truly kept by God?  Then we can rejoice that we are an overcomer – what rewards await us!  What glory is ours!  We say, “I want to know more about it!”  Let’s press on to Revelation Part 2, and we’ll know about it.   
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