Revelation – Part I 

Lesson 2 – The Shortness of Time, The Length of Eternity
Revelation – The Book That Unveils
When you open your Bible to the last of its 66 books, what do you have?  You have the revelation, or the unveiling, of Jesus Christ.  You have a book that has been given by God, to Jesus, to you, His bondservants; so that you might know the things that will shortly take place.  Kay wants us to believe her that we can know these things.  Revelation is a book that literally unveils for us the shortness of time, and the length and magnitude of eternity.  If we want to know how to live, we need to know the message of this book.  

When we open this last of the 66 books, the first thing that we have is a revelation of Jesus Christ.  The reason Kay uses the veil (her grandmother’s veil) is to show us exactly what the word “revelation” means.  Revelation is an apokalupsis.  We’ve heard about the “riders of the apocalypse”, well, the word apokalupsis simply means “revelation”, or an “unveiling”.  This book is a revelation, an unveiling, an apokalupsis of Jesus Christ.  We can also put it this way:  By God, to the Son, to the bondservants.   And as we go through the Scriptures, we find out that the bondservants are the church of Jesus Christ.  What is the purpose of God giving this revelation to the church through Jesus?  To show us things which must shortly come to pass.  
This word, “shortly come to pass”, or “shortly take place”, in the Greek is entachei, which means “with a swiftness, speedily, quickly.”  We might say, “I’ve read this book, and I haven’t seen all those things come to pass.”  So if God gave it to Jesus, and Jesus gave it to the church, to show those things which must shortly come to pass, they haven’t come to pass!    And this book was written about 95A.D.  That’s about 1900 years ago by our calendar, so that’s a long, long time.  Yet, when we look at this word, it doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s going to happen tomorrow.  It means that it’s going to happen speedily.  Revelation unveils the shortness of time and the length and magnitude of eternity. 

Kay mentions two phone calls that she is going to share with us.  Those phone calls are an antithesis of how we should be living and responding.  Kay thinks, “O God, if they only understood what Revelation is all about, the purpose of this last and final book of the Bible, then, God, they would be able to endure anything.  They would be able to hang in no matter the trials, the testing, the persecution, the awfulness and evilness of the hour.”  – And it is going to get worse and worse, and we may not want to hear that.  We may want to stop up our ears, close our eyes, and bury our heads in the sand, but it will not go away.  We ought to ask God to unplug our ears that we might hear, unveil our eyes that we might see, and show to us the shortness of time and the length and magnitude of eternity, that we might live accordingly.  That we might not, in the midst of these dark times, be tossed about by every wind of doctrine, and sleight and cunning craftiness of men by which they lie in wait to deceive, but that we might realize that this is the revelation of Jesus Christ, and we know the rest of the story, the end of the story, and the ultimate triumph that is coming and is ours, and why we are to endure and persevere.  
Revelation 1:1-2 1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, 2who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.
“Bondservants” is synonymous with “the church”, not meaning the local building (although the church gathers there), but rather the body of believers.  These things that “must” shortly take place are things that we can count on – things that are as sure as who Jesus Christ is.  Kay believes that the “He” in v.2 is a reference back to Jesus. God gave it to Jesus, who in turn gave it to His angel, who in turn gave it to another bondservant, who is John the apostle, one of the twelve chosen by Jesus.  He’s the one who wrote the Gospel of John, and started off his gospel with “In the beginning was the Word,” and now he’s getting to finish the rest of the story, as he tells us the end of the story, or the beginning of eternity.
We can know that when the veil comes off of this book, as strange as it may seem and as hard as it may be to believe, this is the very Word of God.  And if it is the Word of God, then it is a sure word of prophecy that we would do well to take heed, because it is a light that is going to shine for us in a dark place.  
John bears witness to two things:  to the Word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all that he saw.  When it says that Jesus communicated this to His bondservants, the word for “communicated” is semanio.  Sema = “a mark”.  The King James says that He “signified” it – which is a more picturesque translation than the NASB’s translation “communicated”.  It means to show something through signs – it is more than just a verbal revelation.  When we go through the book of Revelation, one of the things we will mark is “I saw” and “I heard”.  He’s going to give us this revelation through signs, through symbolic figures, because this is not only what John heard through Jesus’ angel, but he also saw.   

The second thing that we have in the book of Revelation is​​ a book that promises a blessing.   This is the only book in the Bible that promises a blessing.  Kay thinks that the reason that God did this is because it is such an awesome book that people might be afraid of it.  Some people today are either afraid of it - or else they’re too preoccupied with it, and don’t find a balance.  But here is a blessing to those who read, hear and keep to the words of this book.  

Revelation 1:3 3Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.
What does it mean, “shortly take place”?  Kay reminds us that when we see it all in the light of eternity, we’re going to look back and see how short time was.  And if we don’t listen to and heed the words of this book NOW from this day forward, we’re going to wish and desire with all our being that we had paid more attention to, listened to, and lived in the light of this book.  It is a prophecy that promises a blessing.  

Kay reminds us that the Bible was an oral Book.  It wasn’t until the 1400s that we had the printing press.  Up until then, every book was copied by hand, and it would take literally months to copy the whole Word of God.  If they made a mistake, they had to throw the whole page away.  Because people didn’t have their own personal copy of the Bible, the only way they could hear the Word was someone had to read it to them.  That’s what they would do in the Temple, and later in the synagogues – they would take the scroll of the Word of God, unroll, and read from it, and the people would hear what was read.  This was the way it was done until the 1400s, when a little boy named Johannes, whose mother prepared these parchments for the scrolls, was outside and carved his initial out of the bark of a tree.  He was playing with this initial, and he dropped it into some ink.  He quickly picked it up out of the ink, and set it down.  He panicked, because he realized that he had laid it on that scroll of parchment that his mother was preparing.  He was horrified, because he could see that ink on it.  He lifted it up, and there was a “J”.  Johannes Guttenberg would go on to invent the printing press, and the first book to be printed on that printing press was the Book of books, the Book of life, the Book of truth – the Book which sanctifies and sets the people of God apart.  Up until that time, it always had to be read; and so it’s saying, “Here is a blessing to the one who takes the scroll and reads this to a group of people.  Here is a blessing for those who sit there and pay attention, who really and truly hear the words of this Book in such a way that they heed the words.”
We need to remember that this is not a book that we just quote, explain, or debate; this is a book that we are to live by.  When we hear and heed the words of this book (and prophecy is meant to be heeded), we are going to receive a blessing from God.  This word “blessing” is not a state that we are in, but rather a blessing that is going to be bestowed upon us.  

The third thing we have in the book of Revelation is a sure word of prophecy.  (Refer back to verse 3.)  John tells us right from the beginning that this is prophetic literature.  Prophetic literature is going to point to something.  It causes the light to shine, gives us truth, and helps us understand that truth.  It unveils what is to come.  This is a prophecy regarding the future, and is focused on Jesus Christ.  
 Revelation 19:10 10Then I fell at his feet to worship him But he said to me, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

This is not a testimony that is just to be known, go in one ear and out the other, or even to go in the ear and out the mouth, but it is a testimony that is to be held to, that we are to get a grip on, and one in whose light we are to live.  It is the breath of prophecy - the testimony and witness of Jesus Christ that He gave through the angel, through John, to the bondservants, of the things which must shortly come to pass – and it all centers around Jesus Christ.  So Jesus Christ is the Spirit of prophecy.  Not just His death, burial, and resurrection, but the fact that He is coming again is the testimony of Jesus.  

The fourth thing we have in Revelation (which seems to be a mystery to so many), is a book that is meant to be understood NOW.     It was meant to be understood in 95AD, as well as now.  We don’t have to know what is going on in the world in order to understand Revelation.  We need to understand Revelation, and then we will be able to evaluate what is going on in the world.  The problem is that, many times when Revelation is studied or taught, we go out to circumstances, to world events, world rulers, to powers and kingdoms, and then come back and interpret Revelation in the light of that.  That’s not the way we are to deal with Revelation.  Kay promises that if we hang in there with her, we will know Revelation and we’ll be able to evaluate anything in the light of it.  
Kay loves that what God says at the beginning of Revelation, He ties up at the end and He comes full circle.  

Revelation 22:6   6And he said to me, "These words are faithful and true"; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must soon take place.

In other words, from the first words of Revelation, all the way through to the end, these words are faithful and true.  Of all the books in the New Testament, no book is more filled with Old Testament scripture (over 250 direct quotes), than Revelation.  In Revelation, we have what the God of the Spirit of the prophets sent His angel to show His bondservants the things which must shortly take place – “shortly” in the light of eternity.  The word “quickly” is the adverb form of the word “shortly” in Revelation 1:1.  
Revelation 22:7-9  7"And behold, I am coming quickly Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book." 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.  9But he said to me, "Do not do that I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God." 

Revelation is all about worshipping God, and we are going to learn how to really worship God.  When Kay talks about worshipping God, she does not merely mean lifting our hands in praise (which is fine), or having our hearts soar, or our eyes weep tears of joy or gladness – she is talking about worshipping in such a way that it changes the way we live.  She is talking about worshipping in such a way that it causes us to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice unto Him.  
Revelation 22:10 10And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.
What does he mean when he says that this is a book we don’t seal up?  He means that he is not going to keep a veil over this book so that we can’t understand it, like Daniel.  Daniel wrote a prophecy and the Lord told him that he wouldn’t understand it until the time of the end.  It was not yet time for them to understand.  With this book, the Lord says don’t seal up the words of this prophecy – this is a book that has been unveiled.  Why?  Because the time is near.  
Revelation 22:11  11"Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let the one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one who is holy, still keep himself holy."
Why would the Lord say these things?  Revelation here confirms what we are, and will be.  Kay tells us that whether we read or don’t read this book, if we ignore it we will stay what we are for all eternity – filthy and doing wrong.  Kay knows what filthiness and wrongdoing characterized her life when she received Jesus Christ at age 29.  But now she is changed – she has been declared righteous and is pressing on toward righteousness, set apart unto God, and pursuing holiness.  She is so thankful because she hates and abhors what she was.  But what is being said is, we hear this, we choose our life’s direction – and we will stay what we are.  We may want to change, but when it’s all over, it’s over.  
Revelation 22:12 12"Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.
Here, Revelation reveals that what we get is what we deserve.  If we hear and heed, we’re going to live righteously.  But if we do not heed the words of this book, we are going to live an ungodly life.  We will get what we deserve, because He is coming quickly, and His reward is with Him to render unto every man according to what he has done.  

Revelation 22:13 13"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end."
Revelation also confirms Who the rewarder is.  “Alpha” and “Omega” are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  God is saying that He is everything.  He is the first and the last, the beginning and the end.  He is the rewarder.  He has always been and always will be, and therefore He knows all about us individually.  He will reward us according to our deeds.  
Revelation 22:14 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.
Here is a blessing, and Kay asks us what we are going to do?  We are going to take the words of this revelation of Jesus Christ, and Kay prays that we will take those filthy garments of our self-righteousness and wash them in the blood of the Lamb of God so that we might have a right to go into the City – that we might not remain outside that City for all eternity.  
 Revelation 22:15 15Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.
Here is the contrast:  if we are filthy, we are dogs – outside.  But if we are holy, continue in that holiness no matter what comes our way because God is going to reward us.  
Revelation 22:16-17 16"I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star." 17The Spirit and the bride say, "Come " And let the one who hears say, "Come " And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.

Jesus’ testimony is not for the world.  Yes, the world might hear it and be converted, but the message is for us, so that we – hearing the message – might live by the message and might proclaim the message to others.  Jesus says that He has sent His angel to testify these things for the churches.  What is the church going to do when it hears this message?  
The fifth thing we have in Revelation is a book that causes the bride to get herself ready.
Revelation 19:7-8  7"Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 

As we hear this book and heed the words, we are making ourselves ready – and then we’re saying to others, “Come, come and drink of the water of life freely.”  
 Revelation 22:18-19 18I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.

Kay asks if we see the awesomeness of handling this book properly:  If we start adding things to this book that are not here, there’s a warning.  That warning is, He’s going to add the plagues of this book to us.  Then it warns us of the consequences if we take away or diminish the words of this prophecy.  How important it is that we handle this book carefully.  

 Revelation 22:20 20He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly " Amen Come, Lord Jesus.
Thomas Chalmers became one of the greatest preachers of Scotland.  But when he started out in his early days as a pastor, he didn’t want to be a pastor.  He wanted to teach math at the University of Edinburgh.  That was his heart’s desire, but he was in the pastorate.  So he sat down and wrote a pamphlet to other clergy saying that he was convinced that the duties of the clergy could be dispensed with in two days.  Then the pastor had the other days of the rest of the week to pursue his avocation.  Of course, Chalmers’ avocation was math.  Well, Thomas Chalmers came to know Jesus Christ - God reached down to this pastor and took the veil off the Word of God, turned him from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to the Kingdom of God.  He received forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those that are sanctified.  And Thomas Chalmers gave his all, night and day, to serving Jesus Christ.  God honored him and gave him great success.  He was sitting in a meeting with other pastors from around Scotland, and one jumped to his feet and said, “I have something I want to read.”  This was a jealous pastor, and he read that pamphlet that Chalmers had written, saying that two days is all you need for the pastorate.  Then he turned and pointed his finger at Chalmers, and said, “Did you write that? Did you write that?”  Chalmers said, “I wrote it, strangely blind that I was.  I had forgotten the shortness of time and the length of eternity.”  

Kay is afraid that we have forgotten the shortness of time and the length of eternity.  We have forgotten Who Jesus Christ is, His claims upon our life.  As a body (and Kay specifies the USA), we have forgotten Whose we are and Whom we serve.  We have the first part of the story, and we’ve taken our salvation gladly and received it, and then we’ve entangled ourselves with the affairs of this life – and we’ve forgotten that that’s not the end of the story!  The end of the story is that Jesus Christ is coming!  He is going to come quickly – and when He comes, His reward is with Him.  We are to make ourselves ready.  The Bride is to wash her robes and prepare her bridal garments, because He is coming at a time when we know not.  Or, if we don’t see Him coming, we will see Him face to face.
(Kay shares a story about how God used one of her books, Lord, I Want To Know You, in the life of a dear friend of hers whose husband was diagnosed with terminal cancer.  Space provided for notes on the story if desired.)_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Revelation 1:4 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne,
Grace that is sufficient; grace that is abundant; grace that abounds over sin, grace that is adequate for any situation of life.  Grace from where?  Grace from the very throne of God the Father Who is, Who was, has always been, and Who is to come.    What does the end of the book tell us?  Revelation 21 tells us that someday, the One who is to come will, with His very own finger, wipe all our tears.  At last, we’re going to see the One who has only been revealed to us in Jesus Christ – we’re going to see Him face to face and we’re going to live with Him forever.  
Revelation 1:5-6 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood-- 6and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Now who is Jesus Christ?  Well, this is the revelation of Jesus Christ.  John is going to describe Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the faithful witness.  He is the first-born of the dead.  He is the ruler of the kings of the earth.  It is Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood, and has made us to be a kingdom. 

The Faithful Witness – Kay believes that this shows His earthly life.  It says that Jesus came to explain to us the Father.  
John 1:18 18No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
John 14:8-12 8Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us."  9Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  10"Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.  11"Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.  12"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. 

The First Begotten Of The Dead – What does this mean?  It means that He is the first man ever to die and then to be raised again from death.  We say, “But Lazarus died.”  Yes, but he died and was dead for four days – but Jesus raised him from the dead by His power.  Jesus is the One who conquered hell and death.  Jesus is the firstfruits from the dead.   

 1 Corinthians 15:20-24 20But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming,  24then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness.  He showed us what the Father is like.  He gave us the words of the Father.  He explained that the will of the Father was to believe on Him.  He always and only did the will of the Father, and He never sinned.  He was the perfect Lamb of God, without sin, spot, or blemish, crucified for our sins.  He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us.  They buried Him in a tomb, but – the tomb could not hold Him; death could not hold Him; sin could not hold Him – Why?  Because His blood had satisfied the holiness and righteousness of God, and God raised Him from the dead.  Because He is the first begotten of the dead, all who believe in Him will never die, but they will pass from death unto life and will live forever and ever.  

The Ruler Of The Kings Of The Earth – We see this when He takes His throne in Revelation chapters 19 and 20, and He begins to rule over the earth. Hebrews tells us that we do not yet see all things subjected under His feet.  But we will see that, and that’s Revelation.  If Jesus is the first begotten of the dead, what does that mean to us?  
Acts 2:32-33 32"This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 33"Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.
It means that He is alive right now and available to minister to each of us.  This is His resurrection ministry - He has not left us without help, without a comforter, He has given us the blessed Holy Spirit.  The seven Spirits which are before the throne of God are in us and made available to us so that we can live this life.   But not only that, He is sitting at the right hand of the throne of God.  
Hebrews 7:25 25Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.    
Why?  We are the church.  We are His bride.  We are the faithful ones, and the ones to whom He has given this revelation so that we might live accordingly. 
Rev. 1:7-10 7BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.  8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."
That’s the introduction to the book of Revelation.  Then we have the beginning of the first vision that John had in the Spirit.  The second vision comes in chapter 4.  We are going to study the One who walks among the churches, and we are going to know that He is there as the first begotten of the dead, interceding for us, knowing that we can make it, knowing that we can persevere, knowing that we can be more than conquerors, knowing that we can continue to walk in holiness and righteousness – if we’ll just remember that time is short and eternity is lengthy.  It is of a magnitude that we cannot begin to comprehend.  He is not distant from us; He is walking among the churches.  He has a message for us and we don’t want to miss it.   
(Kay shares a story about a second phone call that she received that day – a woman who became overwhelmed by her circumstances and attempted suicide.  Space provided for notes if desired.)  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The One who walks among the churches holds the keys to hell and death, and no one can lock or shut what He opens, and no one can open what He shuts.  Kay’s two people from that day, faced with tragedies, and two ways out.  One received that lavish, extravagant grace and walked in it.  Another one, in the midst of her trials, temptations, and testings, forgot the shortness of time and the magnitude of eternity.  Kay is convinced that if the woman dies, she’ll be with Jesus.  But she also knows that the One who loved her, the One who made her to be a kingdom priest unto God has said to her, “My darling, my darling, not yet.  Not yet.  I have more I want to show you.  You’ve forgotten the end of the story.”  
Kay encourages us to pay attention to the book that unveils the shortness of time and the length of eternity, and we will walk as more than conquerors.  
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