Revelation – Part I 

Lesson 3 – Ephesus: How Do You Know If You’ve Left Your First Love?
And What Do You Do?


Harlan Popov was a Bulgarian pastor, a very, very successful one.  And because of that, when the communists moved in and took over, they were determined to turn that man over to their side – so that they might have all the information on all the church members, so that they could manipulate them.  One day they (the communists) came and arrested him (Popov).  They took him to interrogate him.  That was the beginning of 13 years as a prisoner in a communist prison.  Kay relates that she will never forget when she read the book Tortured For His Faith by Harlan Popov.  Her heart was so touched, and burned so within her, that she thought, “Oh, God, what a man of God!”  When Kay heard that Popov was coming to McCallie School in Chattanooga, and got invited to hear him speak, and went to meet him, she stood there humbled before this man, looked at him and said, “What held you? What kept you faithful?”  (Kay relates a bit of miscommunication due to the language barrier.) His reply was, “When you love someone, you’ll do anything for them.”  

Kay asks, “How much, my friend, do you love Jesus?”  As we look at Christ’s letter to the church at Ephesus, we are going to see a letter that is going to tell us about the importance of loving Jesus Christ with a passion – with that first love.  

 
In Revelation chapter 2, we are going to look at a letter to the church at Ephesus.  As we look at the letter, Kay wants to ask us:  What needs to be the most important singular thing in your life?  Kay says that it is summed up in this:
Mark 12:29-31 29"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'31The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."

This is to be the most important singular thing in our lives:  To love God with every fiber of our being, and to love others as we love ourselves.  
Revelation 2:11"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:

As we look at the church in Ephesus, we’re going to see a church that was called lumen asiae – “The Light of Asia.”  It was the wealthiest and greatest city in Asia; yet, it was a city of great darkness in God’s eyes.  It was a horrible and corrupt city, and yet to the world, it was the Light of Asia, the wealthiest and grandest city.  The city of Ephesus was on a seaport, and people came to it from all over Asia, because the Seventh Wonder of the World - the temple of Diana (or Artemis), the goddess of fertility - was there.  This was a very wicked, sinful city because there was a lot of immorality connected with the worship of Diana.  It was a very wealthy city, because a lot of money came into that temple – they even formed a bank there, which floated a lot of different rulers and warriors.  Ephesus was a very wealthy and popular city, but also very immoral and dark – even though they called it the “Light of Asia.”  In fact, Heraclites (an Ephesian philosopher) had this to say:  “The inhabitants of the city were only fit to be drowned.”  The reason that Heraclites gave why could never smile or laugh was because he lived among such terrible circumstances.  That’s how corrupt Ephesus was; and yet, into the midst of that dark city, God brought a light – the apostle Paul.  

God brought the apostle Paul because He so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.  And the Son so loved the Father, that He was willing to lay down His life.  And Paul so loved the Son, that he was willing to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  So when he writes to the church at Ephesus, as we look at this we can know that the church of Ephesus was the literal church talked about in Acts 19 – and the church to whom Paul wrote an epistle from prison, the Letter to the Ephesians.  Paul did this because he was constrained by the love of God – he so loved God and Jesus Christ, that that love constrained him and shut him up to one purpose.  
 2 Corinthians 5:10-1510For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences. 12We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are of sound mind, it is for you.  14For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 


Paul goes on to say that he is an ambassador for Jesus Christ, and he has been given the message of reconciliation.  (The Ephesians) thought that they were the Light of Asia, and yet they lived in darkness.  Yet the people in that city, living in darkness, saw a great light.  Why?  Because God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son; and because the Son so loved the Father that, in obedience, He lay down His life for us; and Paul so loved God that the love of Christ constrained him and sent him to Ephesus.  
Acts 19:88And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.

Kay wants to put us into context:  Paul is in Ephesus, and he enters a synagogue and continues speaking out boldly for three months.  Then he moves, because people in the synagogue get mad at him; he doesn’t leave Ephesus, but he moves to the school of Tyrannus.
Acts 19:1010This took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

Kay emphasizes that Ephesus was not only a city that worshipped Artemis, but it was also mixed up in all sorts of witchcraft and occultic practices, so that demons just inhabited these people.  
Acts 19:11-16 11God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul,  12so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out. 13But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches." 14Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15And the evil spirit answered and said to them, "I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?"  16And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 


Here was Paul, who stepped into the midst of this darkness, and who was so filled and constrained by the love of God, that God was using him in a mighty way in that city.  As a result, these people were not only hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ, but they were seeing Christ manifested through Paul and the work that God was doing through him.  
Acts 19:17-1917This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified. 18Many also of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing their practices.  19And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

They were so smitten by the gospel – they so fell in love with the Lord Jesus Christ – that they took all their valuable books, made huge bonfires of them, because they were forsaking everything to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  They had come to know Jesus, and this was the beginning of the church in Ephesus.  This is the church to whom Jesus was speaking in Revelation chapter 2.  
Revelation 2:11"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:

Kay wants to show us something.  Jesus is holding these seven stars in His right hand, and we know who those seven stars are because He tells us very clearly.  It’s been a mystery, but now it’s revealed.  And the mystery that has been revealed is this:  Every church has its own angel.  (Rev. 1:20)

Rev. 1:2020"As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

What do we see?  We see Jesus with the seven angels (stars) in His right hand.  What does that mean?  The right hand is the hand of power, the hand of authority.  What He’s showing us as He does this is that He has these angels in His power and authority – and not just the angel of the church at Ephesus, but also Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.   Jesus Christ holds all these churches in His right hand, and He is walking among them.  So as He walks among them, certainly He has the right to say, “I know.”  He knows what is going on and taking place in every single church.  Yes, this is to the angel of the church in Ephesus, but  as we know from having studied and doing our homework, at the end of every message to each one of these seven churches, He says, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the…” What?  Not “to the church at Ephesus” or “to the church at Smyrna,” but “to the churches”- the churches that existed then, the churches that have existed down through the ages, the churches which are right now.  He is speaking to us as a member of the church of Jesus Christ.  

He is speaking to the visible churches – and in these churches there are saved people and lost people.  There are people who are walking the straight and narrow, and those who are not.  He knows what is going on.  
2 Chronicles 16:9 9"For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars."

So as He opens His message to the churches, He begins at this seaport in Asia, the most prominent and magnificent city in Asia.  As He moves from Asia to Smyrna, He is going on a route that they would follow if they went from one of these cities to another.  As He goes, He has a message – not only for them, but for us today.  
 Rev. 2:22'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;
1.  I know your deeds.  Why?  Because He is God, and there is no hiding from Him.  
Psalm 139:9-12     9If I take the wings of the dawn,
         If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 
    10Even there Your hand will lead me,
         And Your right hand will lay hold of me. 
    11If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me,
         And the light around me will be night," 
    12Even the darkness is not dark to You,
         And the night is as bright as the day 
         Darkness and light are alike to You.

We can know this:  His or not, saved or lost, church member or truly born again, He knows all about each of us individually.  

2. I know your toil.  The word toil means “wearisome labor.”  That word toil means “to the point of exhaustion.”  This church at Ephesus was a church that had good deeds that they were doing for God.  This was a church that was toiling for Jesus Christ, to the point of exhaustion.  It was living in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation.  

3.  I know your perseverance.  This was a church that persevered.  The word for perseverance in the Greek is hupomone, which means “to abide under.”  It is also translated “steadfastness.”  This is not (and Kay grits her teeth in a bit of dramatic flair) “Oh, do I have to…” kind of steadfastness; this is a courageous steadfastness, a courageous gallantry.  In other words, He says, “I have watched you in the midst of this city, and I have seen your deeds, your toil, and your perseverance.  I have seen that you have been steadfast.”  
Revelation 2:22'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;
4.  You put to the test evil men.  In other words, Jesus is saying that evil men are not going to corrupt this congregation.  Jesus knows that they are going to watch these people coming in and saying they’re apostles.  What is an apostle?  The word is apo stelo, or “one who is sent with credentials and a message as a representative”.   These people were coming in and saying, “We are sent from God, and this is our message,” and the church of Ephesus was so on the ball, in the midst of all that occultic practice and darkness, that the church was very careful to test out everyone who came.  They were not going to let any corrupt teaching into that church.  
Revelation 2:3 3and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.

Kay says that every one of these things is very commendable.  Oh, that we would have churches like this, that have good deeds, that toil to the point of exhaustion, that persevere and are steadfast for His name’s sake, and that put to the test evil men.  And yet with all the commendation, with which He always begins if there’s something to commend, He looks at them and says, “But…” 
Revelation 2:44'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.

(Kay is paraphrasing an interpretation of what Jesus is saying) “I have you all in my right hand.  I know what’s going on.  I’m walking among you.  I’m the one (we see in Revelation 1 in all His glory, majesty, and authority) standing in the midst of the lampstands.  But… I have this one thing against you.”  Only one complaint.  “You have left” –not lost – your first love.  What you have done is you have walked away from your first love.  You’re loving Me, but you’re loving Me a different way.  Your love for Me has dampened.  Your love for Me is different that it was at the first, when you came to know Me and saw My power.  When you were willing to bring all of your occultic stuff and just throw it down there, even though it cost lots of money, and burn it and follow Me.  When you were willing to come out of that ungodly society and identify yourself with me.” 
Revelation 2:66'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

They even hated what God hated.  Why is it so serious that they’ve left their first love, and how serious is it?  (Refer back to Rev. 2:4)  
Rev. 2:5 5'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place--unless you repent.

When we study all those messages to those seven churches, we will see that He never threatens any other church in that way.  He never threatens to remove that church, that lampstand, except this one.  Why?  Kay believes that it’s because of the importance of love.  Kay believes that love is the foundation of everything else in our relationship to God, to Jesus Christ, to the Holy Spirit, to the church at large, and to the world at large.  Love is the one absolute essential thing.  
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:1 31But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.  1If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

This is what Paul is saying:  Without love, all of our eloquence, our knowledge, our speech, our witness, our teaching, is a noisy gong and a clanging cymbal.  That’s all it is, unless love is the motivating factor.  
1 Corinthians 13:2 2If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

If we have knowledge and understand all these mysteries, and have faith to move mountains, but don’t have love, we are nothing.  
1 Corinthians 13:3 3And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.

In other words, if we die a martyr’s death but do not have love, it profits nothing.  He goes on and talks about how love believes all things, hopes all things, etc.  
1 Corinthians 13:1313But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.

What was the problem with the church at Ephesus?  They had all these things that were right, but in essence they were absolutely nothing because they had left their first love of God.  What about us?  Kay wants to ask us a question.  Do we have duty without love’s devotion?  Do we have good deeds but we’re not doing them out of love?  If we are doing our duty, but it’s not out of the devotion of love, it’s absolutely nothing.  Do we labor without love’s passion?  The Ephesians were laboring and toiling to the point of exhaustion, but it was without love’s passion.  Kay’s statement to us is, “Don’t let our busyness make us so exhausted!”  God has been speaking to Kay in this way:  She has toiled for God; she has been busy for God.  She has stayed in the Word; she has had her quiet time (and even with Kay life sometimes happens and interrupts the daily devotion).  But she has been exhausted and has missed that sweet intimacy that comes from leisure time with the lover of our souls.  God has shown Kay this: no more deadlines, because she is (and we are) in danger.  Kay believes that a lot of the church – good Christians – are in the same place.  


As we look at the perseverance, do we have sacrifice without love’s pouring out?  We can sacrifice, but if it’s not out of love, what kind of a sacrifice is it?  Kay emphasizes, don’t let love’s ardor for Jesus Christ lessen with time.   

As we look at putting evil men to the test, do we have orthodoxy without love’s covering?  In other words, are we straight as an arrow doctrinally, but mean as a snake to those who don’t agree with us?  Are we putting people to the test and by gosh, they are wrong  and we’re going to let them know it and we’re not going to have any fellowship with them?  Kay wants us to know and remember that Jesus Christ holds all the churches in His hand.  
John 13:35  35"By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
Ephesians 4:1-16 1Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 7But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.  8Therefore it says,
         "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH,
         HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES,
         AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN."
 9(Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 11And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 16from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 


Don’t let “heresy hunting” kill love.  Be very, very careful.  They still loved God, but the wonder, the glow, the passion, the undistracted devotion was gone.  Kay asks if we remember our early days with Jesus.  God reminds Israel of when they thought they followed Him.  
 Jeremiah 2:22"Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says the LORD,
         "I remember concerning you the devotion of your youth,
         The love of your betrothals,
         Your following after Me in the wilderness,
         Through a land not sown. 
    3"Israel was holy to the LORD,
         The first of His harvest 
         All who ate of it became guilty;
         Evil came upon them," declares the LORD.'"

God says (Kay paraphrasing), “Don’t you remember how you followed Me?  You were willing to go anyplace with Me, anyplace at all!  It didn’t matter; a land that wasn’t sown – you followed Me through the wilderness!”  
Jeremiah 2:1313"For My people have committed two evils:
         They have forsaken Me,
         The fountain of living waters,
         To hew for themselves cisterns,
         Broken cisterns
         That can hold no water.


That’s what the church at Ephesus had done:  they had turned away from their first love.  They forgot the love of their betrothals, they forgot those early days when they fell in love with Him.  That’s what many Christians have done.  Kay asks if we remember the days when we loved to share Him.  Do we remember the days when, if we thought that He was laying it on our hearts to give away something, we gave it away.  (Kay shares a personal story of giving valuable things away.)  That was her passion for Jesus Christ, her passion to so love Him and to be so obedient to Him; witness for Him, sing songs to Him.  She would get into the car and turn on the radio, and all the love songs in the world belonged to her Jesus.  She was in love.  Do we remember?  What was it like in the early church?  
Acts 2:41-4341So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.  42They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 


There are people who so believe the Word of God that when they hear it, they just flat-out believe it, claim it, and walk in that purity and devotion to Jesus Christ.  They don’t sit down and analyze everything, but they walk in that purity and devotion to Jesus Christ.  
Acts 2:44-4744And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; 45and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47praising God and having favor with all the people And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved. 


What was there?  It was that freshness, that first love.  They wanted to talk about Him, to be together, to worship Him, to sing, to be with people of like mind.  If they had something they would share it openly, because He was going to supply all their needs.  That was a church in love with Jesus Christ.  
Acts 4:18-2018And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard." 


Kay asks if we remember how we wanted to tell everybody (about Jesus) – it didn’t matter.  We wanted everybody to know about Jesus and what He had done.  This was our first love.  
Acts 4:29-30  29"And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence,  30while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus." 


In other words, Kay paraphrases, “They’re threatening us, but their threats aren’t going to stop us.  We’re going to go ahead and speak in confidence.”  
 Acts 5:40-4240They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them. 41So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 


Remember when we were so in love with Him that it didn’t matter if we suffered for His name’s sake?  In Acts chapter 9, Paul is saved.  He is arrested by God on the road to Damascus as he’s going to persecute Christians.  As a result, when they (the Christians) came to him, strengthened him, and gave him God’s message that he’s going to suffer, 
Acts 9:20-22 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." 21All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, "Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?"  22But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 


Kay asks what it was like when we first got saved.  
I.  Remember - What is the cure when we’ve lost our first love?  He says, “I want you to remember from where you have fallen.  I want you to remember what it was like in those first days, when you had that joy, that glow, that ardor, that passion.  I want you to remember, to go back and see how far you have strayed.  See how much your heart has grown cold, how dampened your passion has become.”

II.  Repent - The word repent simply means to have a change of mind, but a change of mind leads to a change of direction.  Kay is going to take us through some Scriptures to show us the things that draw us away from our love for Jesus.  As we look at them, Kay wants us to examine our hearts and see if God touches us in any one of these areas where we might need to repent.  What draws us away from our love for Jesus?

1.  Trying to serve two masters 
Matthew 6:24  24"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other You cannot serve God and wealth.
1 Timothy 6:1010For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Have we gotten caught up in the love of money, things, a house, new furniture, jewelry, a car, a boat, where we’re trying to serve God and mammon (money)?  Repent.  If it’s dampened our love for Jesus, be honest about it and confess it. 
2.  A love of position 
Matthew 23:6-7  6"They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7and respectful greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men. 

 Have we been climbing the “spiritual ladder”?  Have we gotten so busy serving God on different committees so that we can get our name on the bulletin, or so that we can be the head of this or that, that we don’t have time for the lover of our soul?  

3.  Not loving our enemies 
Luke 6:27-35  27"But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29"Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. 30"Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back. 31"Treat others the same way you want them to treat you. 32"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33"If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.  34"If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount. 35"But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. 

What do all the commandments hang on?  That we should love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. Who is our neighbor?  Any other human being. Have we allowed some animosity in our hearts for our enemies, and that has dampened our love for Jesus Christ?  Repent.  
4.  Getting caught in the letter of the law and missing the intent of the law 
Luke 11:42 42"But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.
Has our loved diminished?  Maybe it’s because, instead of being in a relationship with Jesus Christ, we’ve gotten back under a religion.  We’ve gotten back under legalism.  “I’ve got to be a good Christian because my skirts are the right length, because I do this, because I go here or there, because I do all these things, this is my love for God.  No, it’s not your love for God.  Where is the passion, the devotion?  Watch the legalism.

5.  Profession, haughtiness In John chapter 21, Jesus turned to Peter and asked him, “Do you love me more than these?”  He was either pointing to the fish (or the other disciples).  Peter was a fisherman, and after Jesus left, Peter said, “I’m going fishing.”  Has your profession dampened your love for the Lord?  Has it kept you so busy, driving and driving you to the very top so that you’re weary and you don’t have time for your lover?  Or, has your haughtiness?  Jesus could have been asking Peter if he loved Him more than the other disciples loved Him.  If we love Jesus with a passion, we’re not going to be haughty about other people and whether they love Him or not, all I’m going to want is for them to love Him.  
6.  Our convenience or our pleasure 
Romans 14:15  15For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died.
 We should be willing to lay aside what we like, in order that we might not cause another to stumble.  Kay likes beer and wine.  She can’t help it – she likes it.  Does she drink it?  No, and she doesn’t drink it out of love for God, for Jesus Christ, and for us.  Why?  Because she can handle it, but maybe some of us can’t.  

7.  A love of self; selfishness 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 14For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 
1 John 3:16-1816We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 

If we have been loving ourselves and selfish with our possessions, is that the love of the early church?  No – what did they do?  Nothing was theirs.  They sold everything they had; they shared it with one another.  Why?  Because they were in love with Jesus.  And if we have a passion for Jesus Christ, we will have a passion for other people and their needs, and we will not be selfish.  
8.  Disharmony, hurt, unwillingness to forgive
Ephesians. 4:30-5:2  30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

Colossians 3:12-14  12So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 9Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 10for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more,

Kay wants to ask if disharmony, unforgiveness, and/or bitterness taken us away from our first love? Failing to love others will take us away from our first love for Jesus Christ.  

9.  Hatred of others 
1 John 4:20 20If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  
If we let hatred into our heart, we can know this:  we have left our first love.  Repent.

10.  A compromise of the Word of God 

2 Timothy 1:13 13Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
If we really love Jesus Christ, then we will hold the pattern of sound words, to a purity of doctrine.  

11.  Failing to witness 
2 Corinthians 5:11-15 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences. 12We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are of sound mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 

Paul went to Ephesus because he loved Jesus.

12.  Trials Trials can take us away from our first love, because we can get in those trials and instead of counting it all joy and drawing near to God, we become bitter or angry.

13.  Sin 
1 John 2:5 5but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected By this we know that we are in Him:
If we really love Him, we are going to keep His commandments.  Sin is transgression of the law.  Sin is to know to do good, and do it not.  So if we’ve allowed sin in our lives, we’re not walking in our first love, and we need to repent.  

14.  The world 
1 John 2:1515Do not love the world nor the things in the world If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  
Have we fallen in love with the world?  Have we been like Demas, who loved this present world more than he loved Jesus, and walked away?  


So what do we need to do?  If we have left our first love, we need to remember from where we have fallen.  We need to repent – to have a change of mind that leads to a change of action.  We also need to:
III.  Do the deeds you did at first.  
1 Timothy 6:1111But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
He tells us to pursue love.  What are those things that caused us to love Jesus before?  Then start pursuing them, going after them.  Start being generous, start spending time with Him, start worshipping Him, start getting in good fellowship, start sharing what you have.  
2 Thessalonians 3:5 5May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.

Jude 21 21keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.

Kay says - as Harlan Popov told her - if we love Someone, we’ll do anything for Him.  To Kay, of all the letters to the churches, this is the most serious – because apart from love, we are just noisy gongs and clanging cymbals.  Apart from love, we are nothing.  Apart from love, everything we do profits us nothing.  So what do we need to do?  We need to: remember from where we have fallen; to repent; go through this list slowly, stopping with each one and meditating on it; and then we need to do.  Love is not an emotion.  Love is an active verb.  Sometimes when we start doing (Kay shares an anecdote about being critical with her husband), the very doing of those loving things fans the flames of passion, love, devotion, and joy in our hearts again.  And when we bring every thought captive to the obedience of Jesus Christ, and focus on the lover of our souls, then that love begins to flourish again.  


Would Jesus have this to say against us, that we have left our first love?  We did it, it was our doing, He never moved.  He’s right where we left Him; go back.  That is the only thing – it’s the essential, basic, foundational thing – love of God.  
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