Revelation – Part I 

Lesson 4 – Smyrna: The Purpose of Suffering and What to Do

Jesus told John to write a letter to the seven churches in Asia.  One of those letters was to the church in Smyrna.  Whether Polycarp lived at that time in Smyrna, Kay doesn’t know – but it was A.D. 95 when John sat down to write that letter.  In A.D. 155, Polycarp knew that he was going to go to the stake for Jesus Christ.  When they brought Polycarp and said, “Just bow, just confess this, just make a sacrifice to Caesar,” Polycarp said this: “Eighty-six years I have served the Lord Jesus.  He has been faithful to me; how can I now be faithless to Him, and blaspheme the name of my Savior?”


The proconsul looked at him and said, “Curse Christ!  Just curse Christ, and say that Caesar is Lord, and we will not take your life.”  Polycarp calmly replied, “You will not change my heart.  I tell you plainly:  I am a Christian, even unto death.  You threaten me with the fire that burns for a time, and is quickly quenched, for you do not know the fire which awaits the wicked in the judgment to come and in everlasting punishment.”


Mobs came.  They brought hammers and nails to nail Polycarp to the stake.  Polycarp said, “Put away those nails, and let me be.  The One who gives me strength to endure the flames will give me strength not to flinch at the stake.”

As the wood was piled around his feet and ignited, Polycarp turned his eyes heavenward and said, “O Lord God Almighty, Father of the blessed Son, Jesus Christ, I thank You for giving me this day and this hour, that I may be numbered among Your martyrs to share the cup of Jesus.”  And the fire was lit, and Polycarp drank the cup of Jesus.

In Revelation chapter 2, surely Polycarp had ears to hear what the Spirit was saying to the churches.  Will we tell God that we want to have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches?  Kay will tell us why – because she believes that this letter, next to the letter to the church at Ephesus (which talks about leaving our first love), is so important.  Not because, per se, this is where the church in general is in the United States of America and Canada, the northern continent and even in Western Europe, but because she believes this is where the church is going to be.  So Kay urges us to tell God that we want to hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Revelation 2:8-118"And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: 9'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  10'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  11'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.' 


That’s what Polycarp is going to receive.  There’s not a nationwide persecution of Christians yet in the United States of America, but Kay believes in all probability that one is coming.  Yet many of us are in trials now.   Our personal trial may seem insignificant when compared to being burned at the stake, but Kay wants us to know that it is a very, very real fire.  And although the flames can’t be seen, Kay knows that they are felt in our hearts, experienced in our minds, and that they’re not easy.  She knows because she’s been living in trials.  She knows and understands that we want to weep, and she has wept also.  But she can tell us this: God’s words here about being faithful unto death, knowing that we’re being tested, and knowing that the fire cannot destroy us – but only refine us, has helped her so much.  And she knows it will help us also.  So let’s hear what the Spirit has to say to the churches.  

When (the Spirit) talks to the churches, He tells us what the state of the church is.  

1.  I know your tribulation. (Gk. thlipsis) The word thlipsis means “a pressure, a crushing, external or internal.”  It is anything that comes upon us and brings pressure in our lives.  He looks at them and says, “I know your tribulation.”

2.  I know your poverty.  There are two Greek words for poverty, but the one used here is the worse of the two, and it means “abject poverty, a destitute situation.”  So when He is talking to the church at Smyrna, this is a church that was in a very magnificent, beautiful city.  Smyrna had a street that was called the “street of gold.”  So here these people are, living in this magnificent city with all these well-to-do people, and they are in abject poverty.  They are destitute.  
3.  I know the blasphemy of those who are coming to you and they are a synagogue of satan. 


Kay wants us to look at the promises that these people had, because the last book to be written in the New Testament was the book of Revelation.  Everything else in the New Testament preceded Revelation.  The people who were living at that time had all the rest of the New Testament to lean back on.  When He said, “I know your tribulation,” (the Smyrnians) had this promise:  
1 Corinthians 10:13  13No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

We have to be careful, because some people are taking their own way of escape – “God doesn’t want me in this difficult marriage.  This is hell – I’m getting out.”  Or, “God doesn’t want me to endure this with my child.  I’m giving up on them.”  Or, “God doesn’t want me going through this kind of a trial standing for Him, because, after all, I have a family and I have to compromise.  We all have to compromise.”  So then they say, “Well, God has given me a way out.”  But the way out is not from God, because it is not according to the Word.  We’ve got to know that when it is said first that no trial, no testing, no temptation has overtaken us, but such as is common to man – we are not unique.  We are not the only ones who have suffered in this way, and we’ve got to remember that.

The second thing we need to remember is that it is not more than we can bear.  The reason that it is not more than we can bear is because God is sovereign.  As we look at His message to the church at Smyrna, He says, “The devil is going to put some of you in prison for ten days.”  He is talking about something that is going to happen in the future.  God is omniscient – He knows what is going to happen.  He is going to permit it.  
Luke 22:31-32  31"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." 


The word “desired” or “asked” should really be translated “demanded permission.”  Satan can’t do a thing without God’s permission.  God is sovereign (and Kay demonstrates how He holds us in His hand with her ring).  No one can touch us, say a word to us, do anything to us without His permission – because we are in His hand; He is sovereign; and He does according to His will.  
Daniel 4:34-35 34"But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever;
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
         And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
    35"All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
         But He does according to His will in the host of heaven
         And among the inhabitants of earth;
         And no one can ward off His hand
         Or say to Him, 'What have You done?'
Isaiah 45:7 7The One forming light and creating darkness,
         Causing well-being and creating calamity;
         I am the LORD who does all these.

So we can know that no trial is unique to us individually, no trial is more than we can bear; it’s been filtered through His fingers of love.  He has us in His hand.  God is love, it is not more than we can bear, and He has a way of escape.  Kay doesn’t know what that way of escape is, but she knows that He is there, and that He is sufficient and His grace will be sufficient in that trial.  This was the state of this church, but they had the promise of 1 Corinthians 10:13.  


He says, “I know your poverty, but yet you are rich.”  How were they rich?  They had the promises of God.  They might not have had a lot of earthly goods, but they had enough to keep them alive, to protect them from the elements.  What we see in Matthew 6 is that they had a promise.  
Matthew 6:25-26 25"For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26"Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?

(Kay relates that yesterday [at the time of the taping] was a wonderful day, and shares a story about observing the birds from her porch.)  The Father is taking care of the birds.  She looks at the birds and thinks, “God even cares about the ugly ones!  He knows about those birds!”  She asks, “Am I more important than a bird?”  Yes, we are more important than a bird, and how do we know this?  Because God didn’t redeem the birds, but He redeemed us by sending His Son.  So we are more important than the birds.  
Matthew 6:27-32 27"And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28"And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  30"But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31"Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  32"For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 


 He says, “I know your poverty.”  He is walking among the churches.  If He says He knows their poverty but that yet they are rich, has He allowed that poverty?  Yes.  Why has that poverty come?  It has come because of their tribulation.  Kay says it has probably come because, in Smyrna, there were all these trade guilds that the people belonged to, and each trade guild had certain gods that they worshiped.  They would worship and bow down to these gods, and (the Smyrnian Christians) could not belong to them.  It would compromise their Christianity.  And because they would not compromise their Christianity, it brought tribulation, which brought their poverty.  They were suffering because of their stand for Jesus Christ.  
Matthew 6:33-34  27"And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28"And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 30"But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31"Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' 32"For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 


Every day, whatever trouble it has of its own, we can know that our heavenly Father is there, and He knows all about it.  He promised to provide what we need for that day.  Don’t worry about tomorrow - He knows what tomorrow holds, He knew what the future of the church at Smyrna held – He will provide.  Kay wants to tell us that some of the most precious times in her life have been when (she and her husband) didn’t know how they were going to make it.  (She relates a story from when they were on the mission field and they didn’t have any money for food or medicine, and Kay was very sick.)  Kay tells of how she was praying in her bathroom, and God spoke to her through the Psalms.  
Psalm 34:10 10The young lions do lack and suffer hunger;
         But they who seek the LORD shall not be in want of any good thing.

We need to listen to what God says.  We need to hear what the Spirit says to the church, not just what He says here in Revelation, but what He says throughout the whole Word.  These are exceeding precious promises, and they are given to us and they become more precious to us as we appropriate them time after time, need by need.  Kay doesn’t know, but she thinks the future holds hard times, especially for Christians who are going to be faithful witnesses unto Jesus Christ, not compromising.  We need to know that He has promised to provide.  
Philippians 4:19 19And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

We are poor, but yet we are rich.  Why are we rich?  Because He has, and is, everything that we need.  We are rich because the promises of God are “yea” and “amen”.  We are rich because we can run to the Father, and we have the Father to supply all our needs.  

Then He says, “I see that blasphemy,” and yes, there was blasphemy coming toward them.  And that blasphemy was hard to take, but they had another promise in Matthew 5.  
Matthew 5:10 10"Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Why was the church at Smyrna suffering?  When we are suffering, we are suffering because we are righteous.  We’re suffering because we’re walking righteously, seeking to please God, having said good-bye to sin, having made a choice.  (The Smyrnians) were enduring blasphemy for the sake of righteousness.  The enemy is trying to destroy those Christians, to get them to compromise, and he’s doing it through the tongue.  The tongue can be set on fire of hell.   
James 3:6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.

(Kay is sharing six things with us that the world was saying about the Christians in those days.)
1.  They were accused of being cannibals.  They were accused of being cannibals because they celebrated the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him.  “This is my body which is broken for you.  Take and eat.  This is the cup of the New Covenant - My blood.  Take and drink.”  Because of that, people were saying that (the Christians) were cannibals.

2.  They were accused of having orgies.  The Christians were accused of having sexual orgies.  Now, the world was having them anyway, but the world always has a higher standard for Christians than it does for themselves.  We need to remember that.  (Kay shares a story about Castel [sp?], Precept’s Eastern European directors, who have lived most of their lives in Romania.) They lived under the Secret Police, the persecution, and they have been working there under Precept Ministries for nine years now.  Attempts were being made on their lives, just before the (iron) curtain came down.  The Secret Police said to a pastor, “We verbally praise the ones who bow down to us, but we despise them in our hearts because they bowed down.  We persecute those who don’t bow down, but we envy them in our hearts – because we see that they have something that is so great that they’re willing to endure the persecution.  They are willing to take what comes against them, because their faith is so strong.  So we persecute them, but in our hearts, we envy them.  Why?  Because we know that if we were there, enduring what they were enduring, we would give in.”  

In Philippians, Paul was writing to the church in Philippi.  He was writing because he was a prisoner of Rome, for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  He’s writing to those at Philippi, and he knew that they’re going to go through persecution and suffering.  
Philippians 1:27-28   27 Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing together with one spirit and one purpose, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News. 28 Don’t be intimidated in any way by your enemies. This will be a sign to them that they are going to be destroyed, but that you are going to be saved, even by God himself.

What’s he saying?  “Don’t be alarmed by your opponents!”  Why?  Because when we’re not alarmed by our opponents when they’re threatening us, and we don’t give in, and we don’t bow the knee and say that Caesar is Lord – but we stand as Polycarp stood at the stake and say, “You don’t even have to nail me down because God is going to give me the grace.  And no, I’m not going to bow down.  And no, I’m not going to say that.  And no, I’m not going to deny Jesus Christ.  Put me to death.  I’m going to live!”

When we say that, alarm comes up in the opponent’s heart.  Why?  Because, suppose that the one that they’re killing is right!  If the one they’re killing, persecuting, or threatening is not alarmed and they have that confidence, (the persecutor) is persecuting someone for something that (the persecutor) doesn’t believe – and what if they’re wrong!  
Philippians 1:28-29 28 Don’t be intimidated in any way by your enemies. This will be a sign to them that they are going to be destroyed, but that you are going to be saved, even by God himself. 29 For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him.

(Kay has an exchange with one of her students, where she asks Barbara if she wants to be God’s daughter, to go to heaven, and be with Him forever, to which Barbara replies “Yes.”  Then Kay explains that with that comes suffering.)  Every child of God is going to suffer in one way or another.  Now, do we still want it?  Oh, yes.  


So many times, we present the gospel in the wrong way.  “Just believe in Jesus and everything’s going to be wonderful!  You’ll be a King’s kid!  You can walk on streets of gold, NOW!  You can have all your prayers answered!  You can be healthy, whole, rich – you’re King’s kids!”  That is not the gospel of Jesus Christ!  The gospel of Jesus Christ is, “Receive Jesus Christ, because you are a sinner, and you are going to die!”  What did Polycarp say to that proconsul?  He said, “The flames that I endure will be temporal, but the flames that you endure will be eternal!”  

We’ve got to remember that – and we’ve got to remember that, sometimes, we will endure suffering, to one degree or another – but it’s all right because it is temporal and not eternal.  
Philippians 1:29-30 29 For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him. 30 We are in this struggle together. You have seen my struggle in the past, and you know that I am still in the midst of it.

(The Romans) didn’t usually have long-term prisoners.  Paul was under house arrest in Rome, chained to a Roman guard.  Typically, when someone went to prison, they were killed – eventually a sentence would be passed and they would be put to death.  They were not like the prisons in the United States.  Kay says that if we were to start executing judgment as written in the Word of God, we wouldn’t have as many prisoners, because they would fear, and not get into that trouble.  
Matthew 5:11-12  11"Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 


Kay wants us to remember that the Jews hated the Christians.  Why? The Christians were drawing off proselytes from the Jews – why?  They were bringing the message of Jesus Christ.  Many Jews saw that, “Yes, this Christ is the Messiah; He is the promised One from the Old Testament,” and they were believing.  The Jews were supposed to teach the Word of God in their synagogues – but these were synagogues of satan, because they were not coming to the ultimate and proven conclusion of the Word of God.  Rather than being synagogues of God, where they learned the Word of God, they were synagogues of satan, where they were kept from the kingdom of God.  They stayed under the chains of the evil one.  They stayed under the blindness, for the god of this world had blinded their eyes.  So what did these Jews do?  They, along with the Romans, wanted to persecute the Christians, so they accused them of (1) being cannibals, and (2) having orgies.

Those orgies were “love feasts,” where the Christians would get together and share common meals.  Remember when we studied about the church at Ephesus – where, in that flush of new love, they wanted fellowship.  So they went from house to house, breaking bread, having fellowship together, and studying the Word of God.  

3.  They were accused of being fire-starters.  The reason that the Christians were accused of being fire-starters was because, like Polycarp, they were telling people about the end of the world.  They were telling people about the judgment that is to come, to flee the wrath that is to come.  Kay wants to know if, when we are sharing the gospel, are we showing them what is going to happen if they don’t receive Jesus Christ?  Are we warning them to flee from the wrath which is to come?  We want to talk to them about the love of God, and we should, and that’s good – but we also have to talk about the justice and judgment of God.  It is a two-sided coin.  So because the Christians were talking about the end of the world (when God is going to destroy this world by fire), they were accusing them of being people who would start fires.   
2 Peter 3:7 7But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
2 Peter 3:10  10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
4.  They were accused of being atheists.  We might say, “How dumb!  Why would they be accused of being atheists?”  The reason was because the Roman and Greek cultures could see their gods because they had images and statues.  But what had God told His people? 
Exodus 20:4-6  4"You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5"You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.

Jesus said to the woman in John 4, 
John 4:23 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.
So they couldn’t see these Christians having gods, because they couldn’t see their idols, therefore they accused them of being atheists.  
5.  They were accused of being destroyers of families.  Why were the Christians accused of being destroyers of families?  Because Christianity divided – if they were called to follow Jesus, they were called to a cross.  
Matthew 10:37-39 37"He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38"And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39"He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. 


Many times, when the person would step out to receive Jesus Christ, the families would separate from them because of the gospel.  So they said, “Christianity destroys families.”
6.  They were accused of being disloyal insurrectionists.  The reason the Christians were called disloyal insurrectionists was because they would not say, “Caesar is Lord.”  What had Paul written in Philippians?  
Philippians 2:8-11 8Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

(The Christians) could not bow the knee and say, “Caesar is Lord.”  That would be idolatry – it would be putting a man in the place of God, and we’re not to have two masters.  So, therefore, they were called “insurrectionists.”  This was the blasphemy they were enduring.  
Matthew 5:10-12 10"Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11"Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 


So this was the state of the church – tribulation, poverty – yet they were rich.  
2 Corinthians 8:9  9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.

Believers are children of God, joint heirs with Jesus Christ of the Kingdom of God, because He who was rich became poor.  He left the portals of heaven; He left the ivory palaces; He came down here and humbled Himself.  He became a man and took on the form of a servant – He was blasphemed by the people.  They said, “You’re of the devil.”  They accused Him of all sorts of things, but He endured those insults because of you and me.  He who was rich became poor, so that you and I who are poor might become rich.  
Revelation 2:9-10  9'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

We need to realize that every tribulation, every pressure, every persecution, is a TEST of your faith.  Every time we find ourselves between a rock and a hard place, we can know that our faith is being tested.  In Exodus 16, the Israelites come to this wilderness and there’s no food.  
Exodus 16:4 4Then the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction.

We may have to depend day by day on God for our food, or to pay our bills, or whatever.  It’s a test.  (The Israelites) had to gather their manna one day at a time.  It’s a test to see whether we will believe God.  If we could just get that into our hearts, so that every time a trial came, we wouldn’t think, “Ohhh, tribulation! Oh, pressure!  What am I going to do?”  But we would see, “Hey!  This is a test!  I want to pass the test with flying colors!  I want to get a perfect score on this test!”  And to know that God is sovereign and He’s permitted it.  In Exodus 20, He’s given the Ten Commandments.   
Exodus 20:18-20 18All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance. 19Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die." 20Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin." 


We want to see that, yes, it is a test of our faith – but remember that whatever is not of faith is sin.  So, if we don’t believe Him in that trial, we are sinning – because unbelief is sin.  Sometimes we just think sin is transgression of the Law, but unbelief is sin.  
Hebrews 12:18-24   18For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them. 20For they could not bear the command, "IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED." 21And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, "I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling." 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to (I)the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel. 
Judges 2:22 22in order to test Israel by them, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk in it as their fathers did, or not."

What were Polycarp and the Christians in Smyrna facing?  Tests.  He leaves us in the midst of enemies, in the midst of the synagogue of satan – He allows us to be blasphemed.  Why?  To test us.  Kay wants us to know that no test is ever designed so that we will fail.  The test is designed to make us succeed, to pass.  That’s why He promises us that He will never give us anything that we cannot bear.  The test is not to defeat us, or to flunk us, but rather to promote us.  The test is to confirm to us the reality of God and His sufficiency.  
1 Peter 1:6-7  6In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

What’s the book we’re studying?  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, the unveiling of Jesus Christ.  When we go through that test, the trial of our faith is so that when He appears, we will not be ashamed but will appear with Him in glory and it will result in praise, honor, and glory at the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  When we see Him, we’re going to see One who is coming as King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and very God of very gods.  But in Revelation 5, it tells us that He has in His body the brand marks of His suffering.  
Hebrews 5:8  8Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.

When we see Him face-to-face, we’re going to see someone who was rich, but became poor.  We’re going to see someone who endured tribulation and blasphemy of men.  We’re going to see someone who withstood those tests, and was faithful, and who, as a Son, learned obedience through the things which He suffered.  We’re going to see Him, and we don’t want to be ashamed.  If we haven’t been through the fire, if we haven’t been refined, the fire is never meant to destroy us – it is designed to refine us.  It’s designed to bring forth the gold of the deity of Jesus Christ, who is in us.  It’s designed to show the reality of Jesus Christ in us.  The fire shows the quality of the material being burned.  In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul talks about a day when God will test every man’s work, to see of what sort it is.  
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 10According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 14If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

If we put wood, hay, and stubble in a fire, what happens?  A lot of flames, and nothing left.    Put gold, silver, and precious stones in the fire, and what do we get?  We get Polycarp at the stake, proclaiming the sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  We see the gold, the sufficiency of Christ, that He is worthy of us even laying down our lives.  
What is Jesus’ instruction to the church at Smyrna?

1.  Do not fear.  
Revelation 2:10   10'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Psalm 56:3   3When I am afraid,
         I will put my trust in You.

Fear can be a natural thing – it can creep up in our heart.  But when it creeps up, we are to pull it out.  Trust God, cast our cares upon Him because He cares for us, stop being anxious, because He knows what we have need of. 
Revelation 2:10  10'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
2.  Be faithful unto death.  Kay says that we can know that God knows when the trial begins, and when it ends.  Every trial that has a beginning also has an ending.  
1 Peter 1:6 6In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,

He told them how long these trials would last, but “ten days” is a term that was used in that time to show that it wasn’t a long time; that it had a beginning and it had an ending.    We’re going to hear about Jesus, the Faithful Witness – the word for “witness” is martyr.  It was someone who witnessed all the way unto death.  
3a.  I AM the first and the last.  He is there.  
Psalm 139:5  5You have enclosed me behind and before,
         And laid Your hand upon me.

If He is the first and the last, He is the beginning and He’s the end – He’s the initiator, He’s always been there, and He’ll always be there at the end.  If He’s there, think about Shadrach, Meschach, and Abed-nego.  They didn’t bow before that statue of Nebuchadnezzar, and so they were cast into the fiery furnace.  Three men in the fiery furnace, and the king looking on with glee.  He wanted to see those men toasted, but what did he see?  He saw four men in the fire.  (Jesus) was there – the first and the last.  He walked with them through the fire.  When they walked into the fire they were bound, but when they came out they were loosed.  When they came out of the fire, they didn’t even smell like smoke.  Why?  Because He was with them, and they saw the fragrance of Jesus Christ.  So remember, the fire won’t destroy us – the fire will give us the crown of life.  
Revelation 2:10 10'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Why can He do that?  He says, “Because I AM.”  I AM – the great name for God, the ego eimi, I AM THAT I AM.  

3b.  I AM the One who was dead and has come to life.    If we were to go to Revelation 1, we would see that this is a message to the seven churches.  
Revelation 2:8 8"And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this:
Revelation 1:5 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood--

He was the Faithful Witness – He wants us to be faithful witnesses unto death.  He was the firstborn of the dead.  He was the first one ever to die and to conquer death and to come out of the grave alive.  He is the One who is the ruler of the kings of the earth.  We may be tried for ten days; these kings may give these edicts; but He wants us to know that He is the ruler of the kings of the earth.  
John 11:25-26  25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,  26and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"

Do we believe, as Paul said, that to be “absent from the body, present with the Lord”?  They lit the fire, and Polycarp went to be in heaven, with Jesus.  

Because Jesus died and paid for our sins, our sins are paid for.  He was buried; He was raised from the dead for our justification.  Because God looked at the death of Jesus Christ, and His holiness was satisfied, He said that Jesus redeemed us – not with corruptible things such as silver and gold from our vain manner of life, but He redeemed us with the precious blood of a Lamb without spot or blemish.  He that knew no sin was made to be sin for you and me, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  There’s a crown of life waiting for us.  
1 Peter 1:17-1917If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 21He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
4.  Overcomers will not be hurt by the second death. 

Revelation 2:11 11'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.'

What is the second death?  The second death is exactly what Polycarp warned that Roman proconsul about.  
Revelation 20:6 6Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.
Revelation 21:8  8"But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

Jesus died for sins, once for all.  All our sins are paid for.  When He died, we died with Him.  Yes, we are going to die physically, but it’s not called “death” for us; it’s to be absent from the body and present with the Lord!  It is to fall asleep in Jesus and to wake up in heaven.  
Hebrews 9:27 27And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,
Romans 8:1  1Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Jesus took our condemnation. So yes, we will die physically, but we will wake up in the presence of God.  But those who do not know Jesus are already dead in their trespasses and sins.  They’re going to die physically also, but there is a second death awaiting them.  It is the lake of fire that was not prepared by God for man, but for the devil and his angels.  But because the world has been blinded by the god of this world, they have sought that easy bed, that easy path, because they have bowed the knee and said, “Caesar (or somebody else) is lord,” but they have refused to bow the knee and say that Jesus is Lord, they will suffer forever where the worm dies not and the fire is never quenched.  

Polycarp said, “I cannot deny my Savior.  The flames will be temporal.  But your flames, your punishment, will be eternal.”  Kay wants to tell us that God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  It is better to identify with Christ and be rejected by the world, than to love this present world and hear God the Father say, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.”


So what’s God’s message to us?  It’s to welcome suffering.  It’s not going to destroy us; it’s going to refine us.  It’s going to bring us a crown of life.  Embrace it, and know that the Resurrection and the Life, the First and the Last, is there, waiting with a crown for those of us who are faithful unto death.  It’s a crown of life.  
Father, I thank you that the trials are part of Your plan, part of Your sovereign plan and design – not to destroy us, but to refine us; so that when You look at us, like You looked at the church of Smyrna, there’s no “But I have this against you…”  Because, Father, the fire purifies.  In Your name we pray, Amen.
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