Revelation – Part I
Lesson 5 – Can A Christian’s Faith Survive In the Devil’s Den?  How?

Can a Christian’s faith really survive in the devil’s den?  The answer is “yes.”  Our question, then, may be, “But how?”  That’s what we want to see as we look at Christ’s message to the church at Pergamum.

When we look at the church at Pergamum, we’ll see once again that Jesus knows - He walks amongst the lampstands; He holds the seven stars in His hands; and He knows what is going on.  Every time He speaks to a church, He describes Himself in a way that has to do with a situation in that particular church – in a way that will encourage them, or in a way that will let them know and affirm what He has to say to them, by way of either correction or exhortation.  As He speaks to the church at Pergamum, He lets them know three things: 
1.  He knows where they dwell.  
Rev. 2:12-13 12"And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:  13'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 


He is not oblivious to the fact that they are dwelling in a city where Satan’s throne is.  He knows, also, that they “dwell” (meaning “make their home”) there.  Usually when the Bible talks about Christians it talks about them being pilgrims, strangers, aliens.  But this time, as He talks about them, He’s not criticizing the fact that they are dwelling there, He just says (paraphrasing), “I know where your home is.  I know your home is right in the midst of the devil’s den.”
2.  He knows that they have held fast His name.  
Revelation 2:13 13'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.
He says (paraphrasing), “I know where you’re dwelling, but I also know the wonder of it all, that you have held fast My name.”


3.  He knows that they did not deny His faith.  As He talks to them, He says (paraphrasing), “I know that you did not deny My faith, even in the midst of persecution.  Even when Antipas, who was My faithful one, My witness, even when he was put to death, you did not turn around and run.  You did not start denying My name.  You saw what Antipas went through, and the fact that he was martyred, the fact that he was put to death, did not deter you so that you denied my name.”

So He knows these things, and Kay wants us to know that, when God looks at us, He doesn’t look at just the bad.  Some people have that impression, just as when they look at themselves in the mirror.  (Kay relates a humorous story about how, when she looks in the mirror, all she can see is her “turkey neck,” as she calls it.)  Kay wants us to know that when Jesus looks at us in the mirror, and the first thing He sees is not what is bad; the first thing He sees is what is good.  He lets us know what is good.  He is so objective; and when He looks at this church He says, “I know where you’re dwelling.  I know that you’ve held fast My name.  I know that you have not denied My faith, even though somebody has been martyred.”  So Kay wants us to know that when Jesus looks at us individually, He does not write us off.  He’s got some problems with some of the churches coming up – He looks at a couple of churches and there isn’t anything good.  But when He looks at us, He sees what is good there, and then He sees and lets us know what needs to be changed – not because He’s out to get us, but because He wants the very best for us.  
Revelation 2:14 14'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.

Where were these people dwelling?  They were dwelling in Pergamum.  Pergamum was the capital of the Roman province of Asia, 50 miles north of Smyrna.  It was the center of pagan idol worship.  It was also the center of emperor worship, where they worshiped Caesar.  In this city, there was a huge altar of Zeus. (Kay gets a little mixed up speaking on the dimensions – the Pergamum altar of Zeus was a massive stone altar block with podium situated on the rocky outcropping of a hilltop overlooking Pergamum and the surrounding countryside.  The altar’s stairs, columns, and sculpted sides once stood forty feet high and was one hundred feet long.)  So when you came into Pergamum, you looked up and you would see this huge altar to Zeus, in the shape of a throne.  So some people believed that this was what He was referring to – that this was where Satan’s throne was.  

We might say, “Well, that Zeus is just a god that man made up,” but the Bible teaches us in Corinthians:  
1 Corinthians 10:19-20 19What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?  20No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.


Behind every idol, there’s a demon.  So this is why He calls it “Satan’s throne,” where the demons do the devil’s bidding.  This altar, along with some other things, was unearthed in 1878.  


The city of Pergamum was also the center of the worship of Asclepius.  Asclepius was a god of healing, a snake god.  Kay asks if we have ever seen the physician’s symbol, with the serpent around it.  People would come to Pergamum to worship this snake god of healing.  So not only does Pergamum have the altar to Zeus, where Satan’s throne is, but we also have the serpent, which is the picture of the enemy.  


Pergamum also had a temple for Caesar worship, along with many other temples.  The citizens were required to go every year to this temple of Caesar worship, take a pinch of incense, burn it to the statue of Caesar, and bow the knee and say, “Caesar is lord.”  When the citizens did this annually, they received a certificate.  But the Christians could not bow down and say that Caesar is lord.

The city of Pergamum was a Roman province, and because of its grandeur and everything that went on there, they gave certain Roman governors the “right of the sword.”  They could take a sword and put somebody to death right on the spot.  That’s the power that Rome gave these governors.  But Jesus is the One who is saying that He has the two-edged sword, while (the Romans) are saying that they’re the ones who have the sword.  So these Christians who would not bow the knee and who could not produce the certificate were very vulnerable.  They could be immediately put to death.  


Pergamum also had an incredibly huge library, over 200,000 volumes.  It was one of the largest libraries in the world, competing with the library at Alexandria, Egypt.  Vellum, or parchment, was also developed in Pergamum.  People used to write on papyrus until this technique of treating animal skins to become a medium for the written word, which was bound in books and stored in the library, was perfected here.


Kay wants us to remember that, among all this, Jesus is the One who is saying that He has the sharp two-edged sword.  This is why Pergamum was called the place where Satan dwells.  


The second thing we see is that (the Pergamum Christians) held fast His name.  Why is it important to hold fast His name?  Kay reminds us that to “hold fast His name” would mean not to bow and say that Caesar is lord.  
Matthew 16:13-15  13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 14And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets."  15He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 


A name told us who that person was, and what that person was like.  
Psalm 138:2  2I will bow down toward Your holy temple
         And give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth;
         For You have magnified Your word according to all Your name.

God’s name describes who He is.  He is Elohim, the Creator; He is El Elyon, the Most High God; He is Jehovah Sabbaoth, the Lord God of Hosts; He is Jehovah Rapha, the Lord God Who Heals.  This is His name.

So what were (the Pergamites) saying?  “Here is a snake god that heals.”  If we hold fast the name of Jesus, we say, “No! He’s not the one that heals – it is Jehovah Rapha who heals.”  If we are to hold fast His name, we are going to stand under the banner of Jehovah Nissi, the Lord my Banner, and not stand under the banner of Rome.  
Matthew 16:15-16 15He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 


When Peter said “the Christ”, it was the Greek equivalent to the Old Testament “Messiah.”  So what does it mean when Peter says it?  It means, “Thou art the Promised One; Thou art the Anointed One; you’re the One who has been promised in all the Scriptures, since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden.  That’s who You are – You’re the One we’ve been waiting for.  You’re the One who God said was going to come – our Deliverer.”  
Matthew 16:16  16Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Here was Jesus – a man.  And God.  God incarnate; God in the flesh.  That’s the confession they were making.  “You’re the One who is the Promised One.” 
Matthew 16:17 17And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

This is a divine revelation.  Kay wants us to know that when each of us came to recognize Who Jesus Christ is, we can know that it was just as divine as when Peter recognized it.  It was God taking the veil off of our eyes, letting us see the truth, turning us from darkness to light, and turning us from the power of Satan to the Kingdom of God.  That revelation that each of us had began with God, and not with us. Kay relates that she just had the joy of sharing that truth with a woman whom she was counseling.  This woman was so bitter, so angry, and when Kay shared with her that she didn’t get saved because she wanted to get saved, or that she could have gotten saved any sooner than she had gotten saved because she was so messed up.  Kay said, “Honey, you couldn’t have gotten saved any sooner.”  The woman said, “Yes, I could.  I just told God I didn’t want Him!”  Kay said, “Honey, you couldn’t resist God when it pleased God to reveal His Son in you.”  
John 15:16  16"You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 

Ephesians 1:4   4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him In love

John 6:37 (KJV)    37All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

John 6:44  44"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

When this woman saw that truth, Kay says it was like light burst into her heart, and the love of God began to shine. So this is what Peter saw, and when we see it, we ought to get on our knees and say, “God, I am so grateful to You!  This is so awesome that You would choose me, that You would reveal this truth to me!”  This is what God did – He revealed that truth to Peter.  
Matthew 16:18  18"I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.

What is the “rock”?  Some have taught that Peter is the rock, and that God built His church upon Peter.  But the word for “Peter” is not “rock,” it is “stone.”  So the “Rock” that God built His church upon was Jesus.  The fact is that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God – that’s the Rock that He built the church upon.  
1 Corinthians 3:9—11 9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 10According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 


The foundation is Jesus Christ.  The rock that He is building His church upon is not Peter, but upon Peter’s confession of truth – it’s built upon truth.  Kay asks, if anyone ought to know that, Peter ought to know that, right?  
John 1:12-13     12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

1 Peter 2:4-8 4And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, 5you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For this is contained in Scripture:

         "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone,
         AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."
7This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve,
         "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED,
         THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,"
8and,
         "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE";
         for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.


The stone the builders rejected has become a (Kay pretends to trip) stumbling stone, a rock of offense.  This foundation stone, Jesus Christ, is the only stone that can be laid.  Some come and say, “Yes, this is the foundation stone.  Yes, Jesus is the Christ – He is the living God.”  They believe and they are built (Kay pretends to hop up on a foundation) upon that foundation as living stones into a spiritual house that is going to offer spiritual sacrifices.  But others look at that (foundation), see it, and they stumble over it – it becomes a rock of offense.  In other words, instead of “building up,” they fall because of it.  
1 Peter 2:9 9But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

He came down here, and He got each of us.  (Kay takes one of her students by the hand and guides her up onto the speaking platform.)  He says (paraphrasing), “I’m calling you out of darkness into this marvelous light.  I’m bringing you up here.  Once you were not a people, but now you are a people.  You belonged to no one, but now you are My personal possession.  You are a royal priesthood.”  That’s what we are – that’s what God does for us.  Isn’t that awesome?  
1 Peter 2:10-11  10for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 11Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.


Have we gotten caught up in looking at things we shouldn’t look at?  Do we feast on the soap operas – do we have to be there every afternoon?  We’re caught up with fleshly lusts, and they wage war against our souls.  They’re not going to draw us to Jesus Christ; they’re going to take us away.  Are we caught up in novels?  Kay is not talking about Christian novels (mentions Janette Oke) – she is talking about lusty novels that do not edify.    
1 Peter 2:11-12 11Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.  12Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 


What is the “day of visitation?”  It’s the day of revelation – it’s what Revelation is all about.  He says (paraphrasing), “Here you are; you’re dwelling in the devil’s den – but you have decided that I am the Christ, the Son of the living God, the Promised One, the only escape from hell, the only One Who can free you and take you out of the kingdom of darkness and bring you into the glorious Kingdom of God.  I’m the only One who can give you forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified.  You have heard and believed this; you have not stumbled – but you are building your life on that as the foundation for all that you stand for.  Now I have chosen you; I put you here; you are My own possession, and I want you to stand fast.  I want you to abstain from fleshly lusts that wage war against the soul.  I want you to keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that when they look at you and tear you down, secretly and inwardly they know that they are the ones who are wrong and that you are not.”

That’s what He wants from us, and that’s what He was getting from the church at Pergamum.  They knew that He was building that church upon the truth, and that the gates of Hades would not prevail against it.    
Matthew 16:18-19  18"I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19"I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven."


In other words, He is the ultimate victor.  We’re on the winning team.  We might be in the midst of this den of the devil and all of his iniquity, and it may look like he is winning, but Kay says we need to read the rest of the story, which is Revelation.  Revelation tells us about the defeat of the enemy.  
Revelation 19:11     11And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.
Revelation 2:14-16  14'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 15'So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  16'Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth. 


What’s He saying to the church at Pergamum?  He says (Kay paraphrasing), “I have this against you:  You have people there that are holding the teaching of Balaam; you have people there that are holding in the same manner the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  I want you to repent, and if you don’t, I am coming to make war against them with the sword of My mouth.”    
Revelation 19:11-13  11And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 


That is His name – the Word of God.  So if that is His name, what do we have in the Bible?  We have Jesus in print – the mind of God here in print.  The passion of God, the commandments of God, the heart of God right here in print – why (Kay asks) are we wasting our time on other books?  Why do we run to the bookstores and buy these other books that are the opinions of men, when we don’t know the truths of God.  
Revelation 19:13-16 13He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."


So He is coming, and out of His mouth is coming a sharp sword with which He will smite the nations.  Then we see Him taking the beast and the false prophet and casting them into the lake of fire, which was prepared for the devil and his angels.  


Kay wants us to see that it is important to hold fast His name, because the church is built on the confession of Who He is, and because the church will have opposition – but we know the end of the story.  The gates of hell will not prevail against the church.  When the church comes through with the sword of the Lord, the gates have to swing open – they cannot prevail; they cannot stand.  There is ultimate victory.  This is the message of the book of Revelation.  

The third thing He tells the church at Pergamum is (paraphrasing), “You did not deny My faith, even in the face of martyrdom.”  The word antipas means “against all.”     
Revelation 2:13 13'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

Here is a man who was “against all” – all that is wrong, all that is contrary to the truth; against the fact that “Caesar is lord.”  He is a faithful witness.  God allowed that man to be martyred – so many times we think that death is so horrible, and it is to those who don’t know Christ.  It is the end – but the problem is, it’s not annihilation.  All mankind is going to live forever, in one place or the other, either in heaven in His presence, or in the lake of fire where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched.  Man is eternal, but his destiny can be one of two places.  So Jesus looks at them and says (paraphrasing), “I allowed him to die.”  Is that bad?  No, because    
2 Corinthians 5:5-8     5Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. 6Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord-- 7for we walk by faith, not by sight-- 8we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 

Philippians 1:23-25 23But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 24yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith, 


Why is it that we so fear death?  Kay got a letter from a woman who said, “I want to invite you to a great celebration.”  And then she went through this elaborate letter, telling about this wedding that was going to take place, and that she had been diagnosed with terminal cancer and her days were very numbered.  She said, “I want you to rejoice – I am about to see my heavenly Bridegroom.”  The reason that we don’t rejoice is because we have so entangled ourselves with the affairs of this life, and we’ve forgotten what heaven is all about.  We’ve forgotten who is there – who is He?  Kay says, “Who do I desire on earth above Thee?  And there is none in heaven besides Thee.  I love you, God!  You are my ultimate love.”  


And that’s what He’s saying in Revelation in the letter to the church at Ephesus (paraphrasing), “I want to be your first love.  I want you to keep Me in that place of preeminence where I belong, because I am the lover of your soul.  You’ll never know another lover like me.  Don’t neglect that love.” In the letter to the church at Smyrna, He says, “Be faithful unto death.” Now what’s He saying here?  “Hold fast My name, but don’t allow those that are bringing in wrong teaching.”  


So they stood against all, just like Jesus.  He was a faithful witness.  
Revelation 1:5  5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood—

Revelation 3:14 14"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:

Antipas was just like Jesus; and that’s what we’re supposed to be like.  We are not to deny the faith.  What are we to do?  We might say, “Well, they were being persecuted.  I’m afraid fear would overtake me.”  
Matthew 10:28 28"Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

What’s He saying?  Don’t fear any man who’s going to kill you.  They may take your body, but they cannot take your soul.  We are not to fear any man – we are to fear only One, and that is God, who has the power to destroy both the body and soul in hell.  


This is how He commended them; this is what He knows about them.  These are the things that are good, but I have these things against you…    
Revelation 2:14 14'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.
1.  Some who hold the teaching of Balaam.   In other words, “You have not been careful about what you have allowed to be taught in your church, and I don’t like it.”  


What was the “teaching of Balaam?”  Balaam was a prophet who was hired by Balak to curse the children of Israel.  Kay asks if we remember the “donkey” story.  Balaam was a prophet for hire – he could be bought; he could be swayed.  (Kay tells us to be careful of prophets that can be bought; be careful of men who love money.)  Every time Balaam went to curse the children of Israel, blessing would come out of his mouth instead; because what God has blessed, man can’t curse.  He couldn’t get around that, so he taught Balak (paraphrasing), “I’ll tell you how to get to them.  I can’t curse them; God won’t let me.  But I’ll tell you this:  if you could get some of those Moabite women to come on down here to the Jewish boys’ camp, those women could come in and seduce those men, and lead them into immorality and idolatry.  Those women have gods that they worship, and when those men are caught up with those women, they will worship their gods.”  That was the teaching of Balaam.  

Numbers 22-25  

Deuteronomy 23:4-5  4because they did not meet you with food and water on the way when you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you. 5"Nevertheless, the LORD your God was not willing to listen to Balaam, but the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you because the LORD your God loves you. 


Balaam taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel.    
Revelation 2:14  14'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.

What’s this “sacrificed to idols?”  They would have these big feasts or parties, and they would bring in their idols and make their sacrifices to them, and they would eat this idolatrous meat.  We know from the scriptures that an idol, in and of itself, is nothing (there’s a demon behind it), but the very fact that this feast that led to immorality and idolatry meant that (the Christians) were not to have any part in it.    
Revelation 2:15   15'So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.

Revelation 2:6  6'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
2.  Some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  He commended the church at Ephesus for the fact that they hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans; now He’s chastening the church at Pergamum because they have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  The word “Nicolaitans” (although nobody knows for sure what they are) comes from two Greek words:  nikos, meaning “to conquer”; and laos, meaning “the laity.”  So what does that mean?  It shows an unequal priesthood of the believers, where all have access to the throne of God – man as mediator between God and other men.  So rather than being able to come directly to God for forgiveness of sins, we would have to go through another person, who is going to hear our confession and then grant us forgiveness.  (Kay shares a story about some friends of hers who have a weekly Bible study in a beauty parlor.)  A woman who came to the study began to weep and asked, “You mean, I can go to God directly?”  Yes!  If you know Jesus Christ.   It is through Jesus that we have access.   
1 Timothy 2:5  5For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

These were people who were conquering the laity (or the “people”).   Church historian Irenaeus said that these were people who lived lives of “unrestrained indulgence.”  Up until around the 300’s, the church was persecuted and looked down upon.  When Constantine became emperor, there was some vying for his power.  It was a political move, and Constantine said that he saw a vision of a cross, and that he was to conquer in the name of that cross.  So he rallied the people behind him through this vision, went in, conquered, and when he did he turned around and he made Christianity the religion of Rome.  Now it was no longer a shame to belong to Christianity; now it was popular.  He gave away clothes, gold, and stuff to people who came to church – so the world flocked in to the church.  And because the church wasn’t suffering anymore, because it was popular, what existed was, in effect, a marriage.  The world came in, and brought their teaching and integrated it.  When we come to Jesus Christ, everything that does not line up with the Word of God has to go.  How do we know what lines up with the Word of God?  We get in the Book, which is a two-edged sword, a discerner of the thoughts and intents of our hearts.  That’s why the Word becomes a plumb line (the symbol of Precept Ministries), by which we measure everything else.    
Acts 6:5  5The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.

Another man says that Nicolas, a proselyte, started off with correct doctrine and departed from it, was in the habit of including indifference of food and life.  In other words, “You’re saved, you can live any way you want.”  If we are saved, can we live any way we want?  No, we’re not to live that way.  So when we think of the teaching (of the Nicolaitans), think of integration.   But God says there’s not to be integration in the Christian life – there’s to be separation.     
2 Corinthians 6:17     17"Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE," says the Lord.
         "AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN;
         And I will welcome you.
Deuteronomy 7:1-5   1"When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, 2and when the LORD your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them You shall make no covenant with them and show no favor to them. 3"Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons. 4"For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you. 5"But thus you shall do to them: you shall tear down their altars, and smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn their graven images with fire. 


In other words, there is no integration with Christianity.  We can’t just come in and put all our other gods and idols and put Jesus along side them, because Jesus is Lord.  Jesus is God and He said, “You will have no other gods besides me.”  He was warning them.  This is what Constantine did when he made Christianity the religion of Rome.    
2 Corinthians 6:14-15  14Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  


“Bound together” means “unequally yoked.” A yoke is a piece of wood with two holes that the animals’ heads go through, in order to pull a common burden.  He says that we are not to get in a yoke with unbelievers.  Is He saying that we shouldn’t associate with unbelievers?  No, but when I’m out there with unbelievers, I’m sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ, demonstrating the life of Christ – not coming over to their side or integrating their life with my life.  Kay says that this is what has happened in the United States of America.  We are integrating so much into Christianity; and we’re in trouble and we don’t know it.  (Kay is heartbroken because a friend of hers has begun recommending divorce and shares a story of a woman this friend was counseling whose husband was an alcoholic for many years and she wanted to divorce him.  Kay told her not to, and the woman’s husband finally got saved.)

That’s the world’s wisdom – “Get on with your life.”  Kay says, “No, you don’t have any life apart from Christ Jesus.  He is our life.”    
2 Corinthians 6:16-18  16Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said,
         "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM;
         AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 
    17"Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE," says the Lord.
         "AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN;
         And I will welcome you. 
    18And I will be a father to you,
         And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,"
         Says the Lord Almighty.

What was this teaching of Balaam doing?  It was not cleansing them; it was taking the people into uncleanness, and Kay says that’s what’s happening in the church of Jesus Christ today.     
2 Timothy 2:22-26  22Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels. 24The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.


They dwelled in Satan’s den, and they had people in this church that were holding to the wrong teaching.  (Kay shares a story of a local church whose pastor is involved in immorality.  The church won’t get rid of him, because the church members are involved in immorality too.)  They’re allowing him to stay – that’s the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.  We might say, “He’s special.  He’s a man of God – he gets to do those things.”  No, he doesn’t.  Being a man of God is to be called to a strict holiness, to avoid the appearance of evil.  

So what were they to do?  They were to repent – they were wrong to allow it.  They were to contend for the faith, which was once for all delivered to the saints.     
Jude 3  3Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.

In Acts 20, Paul told the church at Ephesus about false teachers.    
Acts 20:28-30  28"Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29"I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.


(The church at Pergamum) was not watching.  They were living in the devil’s den.  They were in trouble because they were allowing some damnable heresies in the church.    
Ephesians 6:10-18  10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 16in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 


They were to hold to the Word of God.  They were warned that false prophets were going to come in.  (Refer back to Jude 3.)


Although they did not deny His faith, they allowed others who taught a denial of the faith.  
Jude 3-4  3Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 4For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

What is licentiousness?  It is the teaching of Balaam, the teaching of the Nicolaitans – it is moral license, moral anarchy.  It says you can live any way you want and still go to heaven.  That’s not what the Word of God says.  Jesus reminds the church at Pergamum that He’s the one who has the sharp two-edged sword.  What is the “sharp two-edged sword?”    
Revelation 2:16  16'Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth.   

Revelation 1:16 16In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.  

Hebrews 4:12   12For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Revelation 19:15 15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.

Kay wants to tell us that it’s time to sharpen our sword, time to get it out of its sheath.  It is a day of war.  Jesus says to the church at Pergamum (paraphrasing), “If you don’t repent, and stop allowing those who are doing this teaching in your church, I am going to come and make war against them with the sword of my mouth.”  He’s saying, “I don’t want to have to come and make war; I want you to make war with the sword of the Spirit.”  


Don’t allow that kind of teaching.  And Kay says that if we do, we are making our loved ones vulnerable, which we’ll see when we look at the next church.  Kay’s questions to us are: Are we willing to hold fast His name?  Even in the middle of the devil’s den?  Even if it costs us our lives?  Will we hold fast the faith?  Will we get out the two-edged sword, and everything that we hear and everything that goes on we measure against the Word of God?   And if it does not hold to the Word of God, we don’t allow it.  Will we be faithful?  Will we be like Antipas, against all who oppose Jesus Christ?  Will we be a faithful witness, even if it means death?
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