Revelation – Part I
Lesson 9 – Laodicea:  Does Your Life Make God Vomit?

You Mean My Sin?  No, Your Laodicean Complacency!


Does the way we live make God want to vomit?  We might say, “You mean, my sin?  Does my sin make God want to vomit?”  No, strange as it may seem, it’s not sin that makes God want to vomit – it’s complacency.  Does our complacency about Jesus Christ make God want to vomit?  That’s the way it was with the church at Laodicea.  He looked at the church at Laodicea and He said (paraphrasing), “I wish that you were hot, or I wish that you were cold, but because you are lukewarm I want to vomit you out of My mouth.”  Lukewarm water is an emetic; it makes a person want to vomit.  When we are complacent about our Christianity, God wants to vomit.  

As Kay thinks of the church at Laodicea, she remembers a painting (that we probably do, too) – a picture of Jesus standing in a beautiful garden in front of a door, and His hand is poised as if He’s knocking on that door.  On the outside of that door, there’s no latch or handle; the door must be opened from the inside.   
Revelation 3:14-16 14"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 


We might say to Kay, “You were awfully graphic, using the word ‘vomit.’”  But there’s a footnote next to the word “spit” – it literally means “vomit.”  

Revelation 3:17-22  17'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 19Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 20'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 21He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'" 


Oh, God grant us ears to hear what Jesus wants to say to us.  Can what happened in the church at Laodicea happen to churches today?  Kay believes that the answer is a very realistic “yes.”  

So, Kay wants to take us to Laodicea, a city that was very wealthy.  It had a lot of commercial activity – among that commercial activity was the making of clothing and the weaving of textiles.  They raised a sheep that gave a beautiful, black, glossy wool that was used to make garments.  Laodicea was a hub for the medical profession – there was a medical school there that produced an eye salve that was used throughout the world at that time.  Laodicea had two neighboring cities that made it a “tri-city” area; one was Colossae (of the Letter to the Colossians), and the other was Hierapolis (which supplied Laodicea with its water).  Laodicea didn’t have its own source of water, and the hot springs of Hierapolis supplied the water from about six miles to the city of Laodicea.  By the time the water got there, it was not cold; rather, it was lukewarm.  Kay notes how interesting, in the light of all that we’ve read, is what we’ve learned about this city.  

The word Laodicea means “judgment of the people,” or “the people’s rights.”  What was the judgment of the people upon their own church?  That they were wealthy, that they had need of nothing and yet Jesus said (paraphrasing), “No!  You are blind, wretched, miserable, and poor – you are not what you think you are.  Your judgment of yourself as a church is wrong.”  Or, if we look at it in the other way, as “the people’s rights,” (the Laodiceans) might say, “Well, these are our rights, our privileges.”  So this church that is wealthy and has need of nothing might say, “This is our right as a Christian, to be wealthy, to be healthy, to not have need of anything because we are the King’s kids.”  Yet, when we look at this church we see a church that is deceived, because they are not wealthy – they are poor.  They cannot see – they are blind.  They think that they are clothed in beautiful garments, and don’t know their own nakedness – the shame of their nakedness is showing. This is a church that is very deceived – in their own judgment they had it all together, but Jesus knew.  

Paul wrote to the church at Laodicea, because when he wrote to the church at Colossae (the Letter to the Colossians), that letter was also to be read at Laodicea.  Paul wrote to them (Colossians and Laodiceans) from prison, and Jesus wrote to them from the midst of the lampstands.  

Colossians 4:16  16When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea.
Colossians 1:29-2:2 29For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me. For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 2that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,


The word “struggle” is (Gk.) agona – we see the word “agony.”  Paul is agonizing over the church at Colossae, but also for the church at Laodicea.  Of all the seven cities of the churches of Asia, Laodicea was the wealthiest.  Paul’s concern was that this church would not miss the wealth that comes from the knowledge of Jesus Christ – not a material wealth, but a spiritual wealth.  He talks about Jesus, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Colossians 2:3 3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
Colossians 2:18-19 18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 19and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 


Was the church at Laodicea growing, and were they holding fast to the head, which is Jesus?  No – Jesus was outside, knocking, trying to get into the church.  He was not within the church, He was without the church.  Something had happened between Paul’s letter to the church at Colossae (and Laodicea) and the letter that Jesus wrote to them in about 95AD.  

Colossians 3:1-2 1Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.


When Jesus wrote to the church at Laodicea, were they setting their minds on things above?  Were they seeking Christ?  No – what did they say?  “I am rich; I have need of nothing,” and they didn’t know that they were poverty-stricken – because rather than being in the church, Christ was outside the church, knocking at the door, waiting for an individual.  (Paraphrasing Jesus,) “If anyone – any single individual – will hear My voice and open the door, I will come in.”  

Kay wants us to realize that the church at Laodicea has nothing commendable about them.  Jesus commends this church nothing, like the church at Sardis.  When we look at this church and this letter, we see that something has happened between this time and the time when Paul wrote.  

Colossians 4:13  13For I testify for him that he has a deep concern for you and for those who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis.

The words “deep concern” mean, “much toil” or “great pain.”  What was it that Epaphras saw in that church that was causing him to labor so in great toil?  Or what was causing him great pain?  Did he see the beginning of this potential to go astray?  It was not that they were in gross sin – that’s not what is making God want to vomit.  God wanted to vomit because they were complacent.  Kay wants to ask us if we are complacent about our Christianity.  We may think, “We’re all right because we’re not living in gross sin – we’re not in the depths; we’re living a very respectable life.  We’re among, so to speak, the “pillars” of the community.  We’re the ones who, when we walk down the street, everyone likes.”  And that’s the problem. 
Luke 6:26 26"Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way.

This was a church that thought they were just fine, and they did not know how bad off they were.  They were complacent, and complacency in Christianity is deadly.  When we look at Laodicea, we see a church that is complacent, almost apathetic, about their relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is also compromised – they have a religion, but not a relationship.  They have slipped; something has happened in this church in the interim.  Why is Kay saying, “They have a religion, but not a relationship”?  Because Jesus is outside, He’s knocking, He wants to come in.  Does He just want to walk in and stand there?  No – what kind of relationship does He want?  He wants to dine with them.

Revelation 3:20  20'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.
Colossians 4:15-16 15Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea and also Nympha and the church that is in her house. 16When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea. 


We don’t know anything about that letter, because it was not included in the Word of God, but we do have a letter that was sent to Laodicea – and God wants us to read that letter, and hear what He is saying in that letter. This is what the church will be like before the coming of Jesus Christ – not only in the days of the literal Laodicea, but in our days now.  As we have studied this church, do we see churches like this?  Kay sees them and their preachers on television, and it makes her want to vomit.  She gets criticized because these churches make her want to vomit.  She gets criticized in some of the circles that she moves in because they want to bring in some of these preachers to speak; Kay wonders what kind of message they have.  Before we look at the kind of message they have, we are going to look at how Jesus identifies Himself with this church.  

With every single church, Jesus gives a description of Himself that pertains to the needs of that church or to the message to that church.  
Revelation 3:14 14"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:
1.  He is the Amen.  What does “amen” mean?  We say it all the time, why do we say it?  We’re saying, “We agree; we stand behind that; yes, yes, that is true.”  When Jesus says that He is the Amen, He is saying that He is the “verily, verily,” the “truly, truly.”  Amen means “so be it.”  When Jesus says, “Truly, truly,” He is saying, “So be it, so be it.  It is true; it is true.”  He is saying (paraphrasing), “I am the Amen; I am the One who is accurate in My evaluation of you.  I am the One who is accurate in everything I say, so you’d better have ears to hear – you’d better listen to what the Spirit is saying to the church.”

If we know that this is what Jesus says about this kind of a church, and say anything contrary to that message, then we are going against Jesus Christ.  Kay wants us to remember that, and she wants us to remember what He says to this church.  We know that He loves these people, because He says (paraphrasing), “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline.”  Here is a church that He is going to reprove and discipline.  If He disciplines a church like this, do we have the right to give this kind of church our approbation (commendation; official approval)?  No, because he is the Amen.  

2.  He is the faithful and true witness.  Jesus usually takes His description of Himself from the first chapter of Revelation.

Revelation 1:4-5 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood-- 

John 14:7-9 7"If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him." 8Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 9Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 

John 1:14-15  14And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15John testified about Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'" 


This is Jesus’ evaluation; this is the Father’s evaluation; this is the faithful and true witness.  We can also know that Jesus is the head of the church.  He is the faithful and true witness; is the church at Laodicea a faithful and true witness?  No – and here is the contrast:  the church is to be bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh; the church is to do the works that He did.

John 14:12 12"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

The church is to carry on the work of Jesus Christ.  If He is the faithful and true witness, then we are to be a faithful and true witness - but the church at Laodicea was not. How do we know that?  Because if it had been, Jesus would not have wanted to vomit them out of His mouth.  He would not have been outside the church, He would have been inside – they would have been working together, His Spirit working through them.  He is the faithful and true witness – His witness goes forth; theirs does not.  His witness is true; theirs is not.  
3.  He is the beginning of the creation of God.  We don’t pick up this description in Revelation chapter 1, but we do find it in Colossians.  (Remember that when Paul is writing to the church at Colossae, he is also writing to the church at Laodicea.)  

Colossians 1:15-18  15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 


Does Jesus have first place in the church at Laodicea?  No.  Does He have first place in our lives?  Do we have a religion, but not a relationship?  Are we lukewarm?  If He has first place in our lives, we are not lukewarm – we are hot.  He says (paraphrasing), “I would rather have you be cold or hot, but I don’t want you to be lukewarm, because your lukewarm-ness is a very dangerous witness.  It makes others think that they can live lukewarm, that they have a relationship with Me when I’m on the outside.”  
Revelation 1:5 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood--

In other words, He is the source, the instigator of all creation.  He is Jehovah, YHWH, He is God.  He is the all-sufficient One – “IAM THAT I AM.”  He is everything and anything that we will ever need.  He is the all-sufficient One because He is complete in Himself.  All creation comes from Him – there is nothing that was created, that was created apart from Him.  

Colossians 1:17 17He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
Colossians 2:19 19and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.
Colossians 1:18 18He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.

What does it mean to be the “first born from the dead?”  He is the first man to have died, be buried, descend into hell, and to be raised again from the dead.  He is the first man ever to have come out of the dead, break the chains of hell, the bondages of sin, to break the wages of sin, which is death.  
Romans 6:23  23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

He died because of our sins – He was raised again for our justification.  

1 Corinthians 15:20-23  20But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming,


There is a harvest that is going to come between the time of His resurrection and the time of His coming – this is the first resurrection.  This is the resurrection unto life.  Over these, the second death has no power.  

Revelation 20:6  6Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

He is saying (paraphrasing), “I am the beginning of all creation; I am the beginning of life; I am the beginning of the new creation.”
2 Corinthians 5:17 17Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

But something has happened to the church at Laodicea.  They have not held fast to the Amen, to the faithful and true witness, to the beginning of the creation of God.  They think, though, that they’re just fine – and they are deceived.  They have shut Him out; they have forgotten that He is the wellspring.  

Revelation 3:18  18I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.

So what is He saying to the church at Laodicea?  Buy from Me.  (Paraphrasing) “I’m the beginning of all creation; I’m the source of life; I’m the all-sufficient One; I’m the One you need; I’m the One who you have outside your church.  Church is going on – you’re going through all the motions, all the ritual.  You are respected in your community; you think you’re fine – you’re wealthy.  You say you absolutely have need of nothing, and yet you are missing the one thing that makes the church, the church – and that’s your relationship with Me.  Not a lukewarm relationship, but a hot relationship.  Cold?  You don’t know me.  That’s fine – it’s very obvious.”  If we’re just walking around in our sin, it doesn’t make God want to vomit – it grieves God, it breaks His heart.  But if we are walking around respectably (so to speak), and yet, in our own strength, complacency, and compromise, it makes God want to vomit.  Why?  (Paraphrasing) “Because you call yourself a church, and you’re not getting what you need from Me – and I am the wellspring.”  

Revelation 3:15-16  15'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 


He is going to (Kay gestures) vomit them out of His mouth – He is not going to have any part in them.

Revelation 3:17 17'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,

Their wealth has become a sense of false security.  Kay says, “Hang on, America.  Listen, America.  Your wealth has given you a sense of false security.”  If this church needed a new organ, they could buy it.  If they wanted a crystal chandelier, they could buy it.  They dressed wonderfully.  They looked around, and there was nothing that they needed; and it seemed to them, that because they had no needs that they were all right.  What a contrast with the church at Smyrna – a church (along with Philadelphia) that received no reproof.
Revelation 2:8-10  8"And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: 9'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.


Here was a faithful church, a church that was suffering – Laodicea was a church that had no needs.  If the world had looked at Smyrna, they would have said (in their mindset), “They’re not God’s people – they’re poor.  If they were God’s people, they wouldn’t be suffering.  If they were God’s people, they would be loved by everybody.  If they were God’s people, they wouldn’t be poor.”  The world would look at this church and think there was something wrong, because they were poor.  But in Laodicea, the world looked at a church that was as wealthy as they were.  In fact, the people in the medical profession were probably worshipping in the church at Laodicea.  The people in the textile business were probably wearing their black, glossy wool coats to church.  (Kay makes a pun about black sheep, referring to the black wool.)  They think that they’re all right, because they just fit right into the community.  Kay admonishes us to beware of any church that fits right into the community.  

Revelation 3:17-18  17'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.


There He is, the wellspring; the beginning of all creation, the true and faithful witness, the Amen, is saying this to them:  “Buy from me.”  He wants them to buy three things.

1.  Buy from me gold.  What kind of gold?  Gold that has been tried in the fire.  Not literal gold; He is not saying that rough times are coming, the tribulation is coming; buy gold and lay up gold.  He is saying that He wants them to buy gold from Him that has been tried in the fire.  In the Bible, gold is a symbol of deity.  Jesus is saying (paraphrasing), “Buy my character, my likeness, my godliness.”
2 Timothy 3:12 12Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
1 Peter 1:7  7so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

He is calling them to suffering.  What does suffering do?  When we go into suffering, the dross of our flesh rises to the top, God scrapes it off, and we become more and more like Jesus Christ.  When one walked into the tabernacle, the first thing encountered was the brazen altar, then the laver, both made of bronze, a symbol of judgment.  Then, in the Holy Place, one would see the table of showbread, the candlestick, the altar of incense – then in the Holy of Holies the Ark of the Covenant…all symbolic of the Son, the Spirit, and the Father, and all made of gold.  Kay loves that it is wood overlaid with gold, which shows the humanity of Christ as well.  


What brings suffering?  If this church is not suffering and He’s calling them to suffer and go after gold, what are they going to have to do?  First, they’re going to have to stand for truth.  This is a church that has compromised, that is complacent and apathetic, that has a religion without a relationship.  When we think of compromise, what do we have to do to get lukewarm water?  Turn on the cold faucet and the hot faucet mixed together.  When we think of complacency, how does water become lukewarm?  Turn the fire down.  Then, when the fire gets turned up, we get boiling hot water.

Standing for truth is saying what the Word of God has to say.  It is calling sin, sin.  It is not saying that sin is a lousy self-image.  It’s not standing up and never mentioning sin, and trying to bring people into the Kingdom of God.  Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  We’ve got to know that we are sinners before we can know that we need a Savior.  If we stand up for truth and call sin sin, we’re going to get persecution from the world.  Kay notes that they are cutting the video in 1992 (the year Bill Clinton was elected to his first term as president), and at that time the homosexuals and abortionists were currying his favor.  Clinton claimed to be a Christian.  Kay says that, first and foremost, he is to be a Christian from wherever he is.  The world won’t like it, of course.  But if Christ is to be the head, if He is to have preeminence, if that president is not going to be one who makes God want to vomit, he’s going to have to be hot or cold.  But if he claims to be a Christian, then he’s got to be hot.  Being hot means that, not only are we willing to stand for truth, we’re also willing to take the heat that comes from it – but the heat only makes us hotter if we’re truly His.


This was a church that had to not only stand for truth, teach truth, call sin sin, but it also had to call sinners.  It would have to go out into the community and witness to people.  Churches that are Laodicean do not have a witnessing program.  Why?  (Paraphrasing) “Well, we’re all right, God loves us all.  We’re all God’s children.  When Kay looks at this church, she would not expect to hear any teaching on the cross, hell (on heaven, yes), or on the judgment seat of Christ.  She would not expect to hear any teaching on a righteous lifestyle, or about laying down our lives for Jesus Christ and the gospel.

2.  Buy from me white garments.  
Revelation 3:18 18I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.    

Kay reminds us of the story “The Emperor’s New Clothes.”  (An emperor who cares for nothing but his wardrobe hires two weavers who promise him the finest suit of clothes from a fabric invisible to anyone who is either stupid or unfit for his position. The Emperor cannot see the wondrous cloth himself, but pretends that he can for fear of appearing stupid; his ministers do the same. When the swindlers report that the suit is finished, they dress him in mime and the Emperor then marches in procession before his subjects. Suddenly, a child in the crowd cries out, "The emperor is not wearing any clothes!" The Emperor realizes the truth of the assertion but holds his head high and continues the procession.)  Kay believes that the “white garments” refer to our robes of righteousness.  

2 Corinthians 5:21  21He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
These are white garments – (the Laodiceans) were making black wool.  

Revelation 6:9-11  9When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; 10and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 11And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.


Laodicea, living in the last days, was not persecuted at all.  Living when iniquity was going to abound, where their hearts are so hard that when God judges them they stand and lift up their fists in the face of God, and refusing to repent.
Revelation 7:13-14  13Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?" 14I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.


Where is the Lamb standing in relationship to the church at Laodicea?  He is standing outside.

Revelation 16:15 15("Behold, I am coming like a thief Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.")

This was a church that was asleep – they were not alert; they didn’t know what was going on.  They had not kept their garments; they were naked and they didn’t even know it.  Kay says that this church would likely not preach, challenging the people to holy living.  There would be no rebuke coming from the pulpit at Laodicea, nothing to make these people uncomfortable.  There was no rebuke – but Jesus says (paraphrasing), “Whom I love, I reprove and rebuke because I love you, I don’t want you in sin, I don’t want you living this way.”  If a pastor loves us, he will use the Word of God to discern the thoughts and intents of our hearts.  He will call us to holiness and righteousness.  He will challenge us, rebuke us because of our sin – because he is the shepherd and he must give an account before God.  Laodicea would not have that kind of man in the pulpit.  They would say something like, “15-20 minutes is enough for anybody; I’ve got to get to the country club.”  This church does not want to have its feathers ruffled – they would say to the pastor, “This is our church; you will do what we say.”
3.  Buy from me eye salve.  Laodicea was known for its eye salve.
Revelation 3:18 18I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.
2 Corinthians 4:4  4in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Luke 4:18 18"(A)THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME,
         BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.
         HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES,
         AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND,
         TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,

In John chapter 9, Jesus opens the eyes of the blind man, and who persecutes Him?  The Pharisees, this complacent synagogue.  

Matthew 13:14-16 14"In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says,
         'YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND;
         YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 
    15FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL,
         WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR,
         AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES,
         OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES,
         HEAR WITH THEIR EARS,
         AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN,
         AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.'

16"But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.

1 John 2:27  27As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

This is a church that has a religion but not a relationship; a church that is devoid of the Spirit.  This is a church where we would probably find a lot of teaching about self, wealth, health & happiness.  (Paraphrasing) “We just want application without doctrine.  Don’t ruffle our feathers; we are fine.”  
2 Timothy 4:1-4 1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.


What does Jesus say to this church?  (Paraphrasing) “I love you, and that’s why I’m disciplining you.  I’m going to spit you out of my mouth, unless you hear Me knocking at the door.  The latch is on your side – and if you’ll just open it, if you’ll just tell Me that you want Me and the identification that comes with Me, remember this if I come in:  the world hated Me, and the world’s going to hate you.  But you’re not going to be above your Master – you and I are going to have fellowship, precious one.  Is there anyone – one person – who will hear My voice and open the door?  Just one.  I will come in. And you will overcome, and you will sit with Me on My throne – and then you will know the true wealth that belongs to those who are willing to suffer now, with Me.  Those who are willing to lay aside their own self-righteousness and clothe themselves with My garments of righteousness, who are willing to have their blind eyes opened and see Truth.  I am the Amen; I am the faithful and true witness; I am the beginning of the creation of God.  You’d better listen to me and you’d better open the door; otherwise, I’m going to have to vomit you out of my mouth.”
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