Revelation – Part I
Lesson 7 - Sardis:  Do You Believe All The Right Things About God
…But Feel Dead?


Kay asks, “Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  Has it made any change in your life, my friend?  Do you really know, without a shadow of a doubt, that when you die you’re going to be with Jesus Christ?  Have you had a change in your life?  Have you had a ‘cleansing’?  Do you feel pure?  Do you feel ‘right’ with God?  Do you have a passion to share Him with others?”  If not, we may be like the church at Sardis.  We may be very orthodox, right in all our doctrines, and yet something’s missing.  

(Kay takes a book off the podium and asks if we’ve heard of John Wesley.)  If we go to church, we’ve probably sung many of the hymns of Charles and John Wesley, and Kay is going to tell us a little bit about the Wesley brothers.  They went to Oxford (University in England), and in 1726 they established the “Holy Club” at Oxford.  The Holy Club would meet early (4am) in the morning for prayer, Bible study, and self-examination; they went out and ministered to the sick, the poor, and those in prisons.  In 1735, Charles and John Wesley, burdened for the United States of America, sailed for Georgia to bring the Indians (native Americans) here to Jesus Christ.  When they came back to England, John Wesley said, “I went to America to convert the Indians, but who will convert me?”  

The reason for Wesley’s question lay in the Moravians he encountered on the ship to America.  They would dialogue with the Moravian believers, and they saw that the Moravian believers were alive, that their Christianity was vibrant, that they were excited about their faith.  The Moravians told John and Charles Wesley that they hadn’t truly been “born again.”  When (the Wesleys) came back, they felt so defeated.  Charles became sick before they sailed to Georgia.  John talked with Charles, who now began to long for the faith which could conquer sin, after ten vain years of struggling.  Wesley (the transcriber believes she is speaking of Charles), now that he was back, entered into a “dark night of the soul.”  He said, “For three days I was sorrowful and very heavy, being neither able to read, nor meditate, nor sing, nor pray, nor anything.”  Charles could pray, despite bodily pain, but prayer brought no sense of Christ’s’ presence. Charles literally thought he was going to die.  And yet he was convinced that, if he died, that he would not die until he truly believed in Jesus Christ.  He knew all about Jesus – he had read the Bible, studied the Bible, gone through everything that he had taught in the Holy Club – and yet nothing had really taken place in his life.  At one church he said that he had shared the gospel of salvation by faith – he didn’t know it, but he shared it – and the church was so upset!  Wesley supposed that ”the church wardens were too religious to tolerate a faith so simple.”  

On Saturday, John Wesley gathered a few friends to spend the night in prayer for his brother Charles; and on the morning of Sunday, May 21, Charles Wesley came to know the Lord Jesus Christ.  As they came out of the church where they had been praying, a group of excited friends met John Wesley with the news that Charles had at last believed.  He was at peace with God, they said, rejoicing and already recovering his strength.  

John Wesley lapsed into misery, “…seeking and praying on Monday and Tuesday for a full reliance on the blood of Christ shed for me, a trust in Him as my Christ, my sole justification, sanctification, and redemption.”  He had thought that he must become holy before he could be saved; now he knew that he deserved nothing but wrath.  On the 24th, three days after his brother was saved, he was saved.  He went to a meeting at Aldersgate, and they were reading Luther on the book of Romans.  John wrote in his journal, “In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society on Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s Preface to the Epistle of the Romans.  About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation, and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.”

He began to pray at once in his heart for all those who despitefully used him; then he testified openly to those who were there what he now felt in his heart.  He said, “But it was not long before the enemy suggested, ‘This cannot be faith, for where is joy?’”  He learned then that faith does not depend on feeling, joy might be given or withheld.  The others, rejoicing, hurried to Charles, down Aldersgate Street, turning right shortly before it passed under Aldersgate itself and into Little Britain.  Charles was up and writing a hymn to celebrate his own conversion, “Where Shall My Wandering Soul Begin?”  He records, “Toward ten, my brother was brought in, triumphant, by a group of our friends and declared, ‘I believe!’  We sang our hymn with great joy.”  Kay says that this was the hymn that Charles had just written:

Outcasts of men, to you I call

Harlots and publicans and thieves

He spreads His arms to embrace you all 

Sinners alone His grace receive

No need of Him the righteous have

He came the lost to seek and save 

Whether they picked up the words as Charles sang them verse by verse, or leaned over his shoulders to read the manuscript, they sang to some familiar tune, right through the ringing last lines:
For you the Prince of Glory died

Believe, and all your guilt’s forgiven

Only believe, and yours is heaven


He went out to share what had happened to him, and he was at a dinner party one Sunday evening.  A man stood up to deliver a written sermon, which was customary at these parties, and when he finished, “Mr. John got up,” said a Mrs. Hutton, “and told people that five days before, he was not a Christian – and the way for all of them to be Christians was to believe, and own that they were not Christians.  Mr. Hutton was surprised by this unexpected, injudicious speech; but only said, ‘Have a care, Mr. Wesley, how you despise the benefits received by the two sacraments.’”  After the company left, several of them went in and had supper.  Mrs. Hutton had not been in the study, but was horrified when Wesley made the same wild speech at supper in the parlor.  She exclaimed, “If you was not a Christian ever since I knew you, you was a great hypocrite, for you all made us believe you once was.”  Let’s look at Jesus’ message to the church at Sardis.  
Revelation 3:1 1"To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.

That’s what Wesley had – a name that he was alive; in fact, because he was so religious, and went through all the form, doctrine, and ritual of the church, people would not believe that he got saved at Aldersgate.  Even some of the biographers say that he was saved before, and at Aldersgate he just had a deeper experience.  But Kay will not listen to the biographers; she will listen to the words of John Wesley, who said that he got saved at Aldersgate.  
Revelation 3:2-6 2'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. 4'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 6'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'


Kay says that they (at Precept) have been praying for those of us who are listening, that we would have ears to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  We may be wondering; we know all the right things, we say all the right things, we go through all the right processes and do all the things that the church tells us to do, and yet something’s missing – and we don’t know what it is.  But we know there’s a void, or that there’s nothing special about Christianity – and yet it’s a routine, a ritual.  We wouldn’t think of not going to church because we’ve been brought up in the church, yet something’s missing.  Kay says, it could be that the Spirit of God is missing.  It could be that we are as orthodox as they come, but we have a dead orthodoxy, like the church at Sardis.  Kay says that Jesus has a promise for us if we’ll listen – “He who has ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.”  What is the Spirit saying?  What is Jesus saying to us as we look at the church at Sardis?  Why did God put this into His Word?

As we look at any of these churches, what we see is two groups in the churches.  First is the “visible” church – the churches on the street corners in our towns.  We’re talking, not about the buildings, but about the people who meet in the buildings.  As we look at the visible church, we see people sitting there, people worshiping God, reading the Word of God, praying, singing hymns, listening to a message.  What is going on?  Who is sitting there?  


We see two groups in the church at Sardis.  The first group is those who have a reputation that they are alive, but they are dead.  The other group is the one who has not soiled their garments – those that are going to walk with Him.  
Revelation 3:1    1"To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.
Revelation 3:4 4'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy

Kay wants to show us a parallel.  2 Timothy is Paul’s final letter to his son.  Paul is going to be beheaded.  He knows the time of his departure has come; he’s handing the baton of the gospel to Timothy and he’s saying (paraphrasing), “Timothy, run with this gospel, instruct others, be strong in the grace, entrust these truths to faithful men, hold fast the pattern of sound words.”  
2 Timothy 2:16-18 16But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, 17and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the faith of some. 


Kay stresses the importance of the fact that these are people who have known truth; they have bought that truth to one degree or another but have gone astray from that truth.  
2 Timothy 2:19 19Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness."

Paul is saying that these men have embraced truth for a while, but have gone astray from that truth.  We might say, “Oh, what happened?  The truth couldn’t hold them?  Was the truth wrong?  Did they lose their salvation?”  Here are men within the visible framework of the church who have gone astray.  So Paul is saying that even if some go astray, it does not change the firm foundation of the Lord.   What is the “firm foundation?”  There are two points:

1.  The Lord knows who are His.  In other words, within this visible church, although there are those who say that they’re alive, look like they’re alive, have a reputation to the world that they’re alive and really Christians, they’re dead.  But there are a few in this visible church who are alive.  There are a few who are going to walk with Jesus, in white, because they’re worthy because they have not soiled their garments.  They have remained steadfast and true; they’ve continued in the truth – they haven’t soiled their garments.  Kay says that, in the auditorium where she’s teaching, and in the viewing audience, God knows whether we are His or not.  We may not know, but God knows – and that is a firm foundation.  We see in the church at Sardis a mixed group of people.  We saw that in Thyatira; there was a woman prophetess named Jezebel (or who was acting like Jezebel) – was she God’s?  No, but she was within the church.  Kay wants us to remember that not every person sitting in a pew is a Christian.  Sitting in a pew does not make us a Christian, any more than sitting in a garage makes us a car.  
2.  If we are truly a Christian, we abstain from wickedness.  There are many people who claim to be Christians who live wicked lives.  Paul is saying, “Prove what you say that you believe.”  

2 Timothy 2:19 19Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness."

John and Charles Wesley were trying to prove that what they said they believed was true, but it wasn’t really true yet – because they hadn’t been born again until 1738.  They started their Holy Club in 1726.  In 1735 they sailed to America to convert the Indians, but they themselves weren’t converted yet.  Then, in 1738, they really came to know the Lord Jesus Christ.  Did they abstain from wickedness?  Yes.  Were they worthy to walk in white?  Yes, and we will see why.  
2 Timothy 2:20-21 20Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. 21Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 


(Kay wants us to remember that the church met in houses for the most part, rather than church buildings, until the time of Constantine, who started building edifices.)  The person who wants to be prepared for every good work has to cleanse himself.  How does that cleansing help?  We see the few who have not soiled their garments – they have kept themselves clean.  Kay says that the “reputation for being alive” also means that they are orthodox, right on target, with a good solid doctrinal base or heritage – but it is a dead orthodoxy.  
Jesus’ words to the church at Sardis
1. “WAKE UP.”  Very quick, very sharp.  He uses that phrase two times in Revelation.  
Revelation 3:2-3 2'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you

Wake up from what?  Wake up from the dead.  How does a person wake up from the dead?  What happened in the Wesley brothers’ lives?  They woke up from the dead.  What happened at Aldersgate that made the “before and after” difference?  It was the Spirit of God.  Remember that he was listening to Luther’s commentary on the Preface to the Book of Romans.  Then he said that he was set free from the law of sin and death.  
Romans 8:1-2  1Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 


This dead church knows about Jesus; they’re in church, they know His name, they have the right doctrines – the problem is that Jesus is here (Kay motions with her right hand away from her body) instead of in here (Kay places her hand in front of her heart).  They are outside of Jesus, instead of being in Jesus.  
Colossians 1:27 27to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Before they got saved, the Wesley brothers finally knew that they were under condemnation, that they deserved the wrath of God.  They saw their sin, their impotence to make themselves right.  All those years, they had belonged to this Holy Club – studying, fasting, having self-examination and confession, and yet they hadn’t been born again.  


Kay says that if she had to describe the difference between the two groups (those who seem alive yet are dead, and the few) she would put between them the cross, because it is belief and trust in Him that has taken them from death to life.  The Spirit has given them life.  So, in this sense, in the church at Sardis, to “wake up” means to see that “I have a religion, but I don’t have a relationship.  I am going through a ritual, a form, but I don’t have a relationship with Christ.”  What happens is that we are shackled to sin, scheduled for death, dead in our trespasses and sins.   
Ephesians 2:1  1And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
John 8:36 36"So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
Romans 8:3 3For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,

Jesus was not a sinner, but He was made of sinful flesh; then He became an offering for sin.  When Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for us, then sin was condemned in the flesh.  
Romans 8:4 4so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

Does that mean that when we become a Christian, we can live lawless lives?  Can we soil our garments all we want?  We can sin because we’ve been saved?  No.  The requirement of the law says that we are to be holy – living up to the Commandments.  But we are unable and impotent to do that when we are lost, because we are dead in our trespasses and sins.  
Romans 7:18 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.

But when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, we receive the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit inside us does not make us lawless, but rather causes us not to soil our garments anymore, to walk in whiteness (which is purity).  The Spirit inside us sets us free from the law of sin and death.  
Romans 8:4  4so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

The church was dead because they didn’t have the Spirit.  That’s why Jesus introduces Himself to the church at Sardis as He who has the seven Spirits of God.  Why does He call it the “seven Spirits of God?”  Seven is the number of completion, fullness, perfection.    
Romans 8:5-9  5For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 


The contrast in Romans 8 is between those who are “according to the flesh” and those who are “according to the Spirit.”  It is not talking about whether we are walking in carnality or not.  It is talking about those who are lost and those who are saved.  
Isaiah 11:1-2 1Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse,
         And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 
    2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him,
         The spirit of wisdom and understanding,
         The spirit of counsel and strength,
         The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

This is a prophecy that says that Messiah will come from the house of David.  He describes the Spirit of the Lord with six different attributes (equaling seven, the number of completion).  This is the sevenfold aspect of the Holy Spirit.  
Zechariah 4:2-6  2He said to me, "What do you see?" And I said, "I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it; 3also two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on its left side." 4Then I said to the angel who was speaking with me saying, "What are these, my lord?" 5So the angel who was speaking with me answered and said to me, "Do you not know what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord." 6Then he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the LORD of hosts


This is a seven-branched candlestick, like the menorah.  The seven branches, bowls, and lights show the seven Spirits of God.  
Revelation 4:4-5   4Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads. 5Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God;

What is He showing them when He says, “I am the One who has the seven Spirits of God”?  He is showing them that He knows who has the Spirit of God or not – He knows who are His.  He’s telling them that the world tells them that they’re alive, they have a name and a reputation that they’re alive, but He knows that they’re dead because they don’t have the Spirit of God inside them.   
Romans 8:14-16 14For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,


John Wesley says in his testimony that he became a son.  Jesus holds the seven Spirits.  It is the Spirit who bears witness with each of our spirits that we are children of God.  Kay never tells anyone that they are a child of God, because if the Holy Spirit is not telling them, she’s not going to tell them.  God is capable of letting us know.  


How are they going to wake up from the dead? They have to receive the Spirit of God.  Then they will wake up from the dead and have life.  

2.  Strengthen what remains. Jesus’ second word to the church at Sardis is “strengthen what remains.”  What does He mean?  Kay wants us to remember that this is an orthodox church, so it has a foundation of truth in it.  Kay shares that she was raised in a church – every Sunday she would say the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostle’s Creed – those were truths; those remained.  The problem was, the people who were saying them were dead.    

Revelation 3:2 (typo on screen) 2'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.
3.  I have not found your deeds completed.  (“Completed” = Gk. Pleroo) That word means “to be full.”  In other words, the church has some deeds, but they are not completed because they are not born of the Spirit.  
Ephesians 5:18  18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

The word “filled” here in Ephesians is the same word “completed” in Revelation 3:2.  
Isaiah 1:16-18    16"Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean;
        Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight 
         Cease to do evil, 
    17Learn to do good;
         Seek justice,
         Reprove the ruthless,
         Defend the orphan,
         Plead for the widow. 18"Come now, and let us reason together,"
         Says the LORD,
         "Though your sins are as scarlet,
         They will be as white as snow;
         Though they are red like crimson,
         They will be like wool.

He is saying that, though our sins are as scarlet, they will be white.  He’s saying, “Get rid of your evil deeds.”  What are evil deeds?  
Isaiah 64:6 6For all of us have become like one who is unclean,
         And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment;
         And all of us wither like a leaf,
         And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

He is telling a nation to get rid of their evil deeds – this is a nation that professes to know God.  The King James says, “All of our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Kay doesn’t mean to offend anybody (although in this day and age it probably won’t be offensive), but the word “rags” or “garments”, literally means “menstrual cloths.”  What is menstruation?  When Kay was in nurse’s training, her anatomy and physiology teacher taught her that menstruation is “the tears of a disappointed uterus.”  It’s a sign that no conception has taken place.  When we get saved, we are “born again,” not of corruptible seed (or sperm), but of incorruptible seed by the Word of God.  He is saying (paraphrasing), “Your deeds are filthy.  You are unclean.  Wash yourselves.”  How are we going to wash ourselves, get rid of our sin?  By believing on the Lord Jesus Christ – and until we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, our deeds are not complete because they are not born of the Spirit.   
Ezekiel 36:17  17"Son of man, when the house of Israel was living in their own land, they defiled it by their ways and their deeds; their way before Me was like the uncleanness of a woman in her impurity.
Titus 1:16   16They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.
Titus 2:7   7in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified,

(The church at Sardis) had some things that remained, but they didn’t have good deeds because they weren’t born of the Spirit – they hadn’t been born again; conception hadn’t taken place.   
Titus 2:14 14who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

This church is to strengthen what remains – they are to take that purity of doctrine and complete their deeds by being born again of the Spirit so that their deeds are not like filthy rags or menstrual cloth, but they are acceptable in God’s sight because they are born of the Spirit.  
Titus 3:5-7 5He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 


So if we’re going to bring deeds to completion, they (and we) have to be born of the Spirit, washed by the blood of the Lamb.  
Titus 3:8  8This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.

Now that we have believed, those good deeds will be brought to completion because they are born of the Spirit.  

3.  Remember what you have received and heard, and keep it.  It’s not just a matter of knowing or embracing the right things, but also of living accordingly.  
Revelation 3:3  3'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.
Matthew 7:20-27  20"So then, you will know them by their fruits. 21"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22"Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23"And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25"And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26"Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27"The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell--and great was its fall." 

4.  Repent.  (Paraphrasing) “If you don’t repent, have a change of mind about your dead orthodoxy or salvation, if you don’t recognize that you are a sinner and that you need a Savior, and that you can only be born again by the Spirit, then I will come like a thief.”  
Revelation 3:3  3'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.
1 Thessalonians 5:1-4  1Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. 2For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 4But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; 


These few who had not soiled their garments, who were going to walk with Jesus in white because they were worthy, were those who were not asleep; they were sons of the Light, sons of the Day.  Jesus doesn’t come like a thief in the night to them.  Back to the church at Sardis, why were they going to walk in white?  Because they have cleansed themselves in the blood of the Lamb.  What takes away our sins?  “Though your sins be as scarlet, yet shall you be white as wool.”  In Revelation 1, Jesus has hair that is white like wool – it shows purity.  That purity comes from washing our sins in the blood of the Lamb.  That’s why they have white garments.   
Revelation 3:5  5'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

He is speaking to this group that is dead – He doesn’t say anything to the few; why?  He’s described them; they’re all right.  He speaks to those who are dead; He tells them to wake up.  He tells them that if they will overcome, if they will believe Him, then they will not have their names erased from the Book of Life.  They will not be dead because they will have passed from death into life.  


Kay wants us to know that God is not willing that anyone should perish.  When we are born into the human race, our name is written in the Book of Life because He doesn’t want us to perish.  He offers to us the free gift of salvation.  

He is saying (paraphrasing), “You are here (Book of Life), but you are dead in your trespasses and sins.  I want you to wake up, believe on Me, receive the Holy Spirit.”  And we say, “I will.”  He says, “Good.  You’re going to live forever.  You’re not going to taste the second death which is the lake of fire.”  

But others will say, “I’m fine, leave me alone. I belong to the church; I’ve been baptized and confirmed; I give my money to that church – leave me alone.  I’m fine – don’t tell me I’m a sinner.  I’m better than most of them.  I’m not going to do that.  I just don’t believe it.”  Then God says, “OK.”  And that name is erased from the Book of Life – not because God wanted to, but because they made a choice.  They would not wake up.  They would not receive the Holy Spirit.  

When it comes time, and God asks if there is anyone who will confess this person (who has rejected God’s gift), Jesus says, “No.  I cannot confess them before You, Father, because they would not confess Me before men.”  And God, with tears in His eyes, will say to them, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.  I came to you but you would not receive Me.  You are twice dead; you have never known life – and I came that you might have life, and that you might have it abundantly.  But you would not come to the Light because your deeds were evil, and you didn’t want them to be seen for what they really were.  If only you had come to the Light, I would have given you the Spirit.  You would have passed from death to life; your deeds would have been completed in My sight, because they would have been born by the Spirit.  I had to erase your name; I cannot confess you – and you will not walk or live with Me.  We’re going to be separated for all eternity, because although you had a reputation that you were alive, you’re dead.  Yes, you had the orthodoxy, you had the doctrine, but you didn’t hear it and act on it.  You didn’t keep My Word; you didn’t believe Me.  Depart forever from My presence.”

Kay asks if we have a reputation that’s alive?  God doesn’t want us to be dead.  He wants us to have life – and all we have to do is believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, acknowledge that we (each of us individually) are sinners, that we need a Savior, that we can’t please God the way we are, and cry to Him to put His Spirit within us – and the Spirit will set us free from the law of sin and death.   
Romans 10:13 13for "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."

Call while there is time.
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