The Marriage of the LAMB

	Jewish Marriage Customs
	His Bride: the Church

	The BETROTHAL
1. The father's CHOOSING of the bride

2. The BETROTHAL: Binding marriage agreement.  The groom traveled from his father's house to the home of the bride to negotiate the price, which was paid. 

They ate, drank at the Covenant Meal. 

The groom gave his bride a gift to seal the covenant. At this point they are legally married, thought no physical union has taken place.

The groom returned to his father's house to prepare their home.
	CHOSEN

Eph 1:4  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.

CALLED

Rom 9:25 As He says also in Hosea, "I will call those who were not My people,' My people, 'And her who was not beloved,' beloved. '" 

JUSTIFIED

1Cor 11:25 In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

2 Cor 1:22  who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. 

John 14:1-3 "Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

	3. The PREPARATION: 

The bride prepared herself, her trousseau. 
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They remained separate for about a year.
	SANCTIFIED/ The FAITHFUL

1Thess 1:9-10 For they…report…how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,  and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

1Thess 1:6-7 You also became imitators of us [Paul] and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,  so that you became an example to all the believers... 

Eph 5:25-26 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 

1Thess 2:11-13 you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children,  so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it ..as the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 

2 Cor 11:2+ For I [Paul] am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. 

1Cor 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. 

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

1 John 3:3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

1 Thess 3: 12-13 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all men, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

1 Thess 5:12-24 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,  and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.  And we urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all men.  See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all men.  Rejoice always; pray without ceasing;  in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  Do not quench the Spirit;  do not despise prophetic utterances.  But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good;  abstain from every form of evil.  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

Rev 3:5 'He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels. 

Rev 19:7-8"Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, …His bride has made herself ready." And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

	4. The PROCESSION: 

The groom & best man go to get his bride at an undisclosed time, usually about midnight. His arrival was preceded by a shout! Friends heard the commotion and join them in a torchlight procession along the way as he takes her back to the home he has prepared for them.
	The RAPTURE

1Thess 4:16-18 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, … and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

	5. The PRESENTATION: 

The bride is led to the canopy to her place beside her husband where the ceremony takes place. They retire to the bridal chamber for about 7 days of privacy.
	GLORIFICATION

Eph 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 

Jude 24  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 

	6. The MARRIAGE SUPPER follows the ceremony as the groom's father provides for all the needs of the guests.
	Millennial Reign? Guests are saints from other ages: OT, Tribulation, Millenium

2 Tim 2:12  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 

	7.  MARRIED LIFE, the couple returns to the home of the groom to live out their lives.
	New Jerusalem in the New Heaven & New Earth

Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Rev 21:9-12+"Come here, I shall show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,  having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.  It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are those of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. …


