Romans Part 2

Establishing God’s People in His Word Precept Upon Precept 

Lesson 0

Introduction

The Romans II Course covers Romans Chapters 6,7, & 8, which are three of the most powerful, significant, liberating chapters in the Word of God.   These chapters are the crux to all the power of the Christian life.

A summary of Romans Chapter 5 will serve as an introduction to Romans II:

· Paul talks in Romans 5 about all that is ours because we have been justified by faith, and he is going to show us a much more salvation

· This salvation not only saves us from the penalty of sin, i.e. death and eternal separation from God, but also is a salvation that saves us from the power of sin, and is some day going to save us from the very presence of sin. 

Romans Chapter 5

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

· Nothing like having peace with God, being all right with God, no enmity with God.

· We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, the only way to have peace with God.

Romans 5:2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

· Paul, in essence, is saying that before he got saved, he was outside of the grace, or unmerited favor, of God.

· Grace only comes through believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.

· Paul uses the word “stand” in God’s grace; the Greek perfect tense is a past-completed action, with a present and a continuing result.

· Exultation #1 We exult in the hope of the glory of God.  We can boast and be excited that for us the wages of sin is not death because we have salvation by grace through faith, not of ourselves, but earned by Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:3-5 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

· Exultation # 2 We exult in tribulation.  We exult in tribulation because it brings patience, and patience, which means to “abide under”, brings proven character which brings hope that does not disappoint.  These are things that God uses to mold us and make us into the image of his Son.  Proof of these things is proof that we are truly His. 
· Jesus warns of tribulations to the church in Smyrna:
· Revelation 2:9-10: ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  10 ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer.   Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days.  Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

· We are to exult in tribulations because of what it brings.  The point is that the continuance in the faith is the assurance (sign) of our salvation.
· Tribulations show us we are truly His because of the change that He brings to our lives, and gives us a hope that does not disappoint. 
·  This is a hope that does not disappoint because the more trials that I have the more that God is molding me in the likeness of Jesus Christ.
· The more that I am Christ-like, the easier to have confidence and to look Him in the eye at His coming.  I John 2:28: Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.

Romans 5:11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

· Exultation # 3 Exult in God through Jesus Christ.
· We should exult in God because:
· We have received reconciliation.  We were reconciled when we were helpless, ungodly,  sinners.  Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  The glory of God is seen in Jesus.  John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

God reconciled us when?  When we were enemies.  Romans 5:8-10: But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled we shall be saved by His life

Why did God reconcile us?  Because He loved us first, in our sinful state.   We need never doubt the love of God.  I John 4:7-10 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

John tells us a second time.  I John 4:19 We love because He first loved us.

Exult in God because He loved us in our sinful state.  Romans 5:7-8 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

· We have received the Holy Spirit.  Romans 5:5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

· We have received the love of God.  (See I John 4:7-10 and Romans 5:7-8 above)
What is the logical conclusion of Romans 5:1-11? Justification by faith brings a much more salvation.  Therefore, we can rejoice.  It is much more salvation because:

1. If Christ died for us when we were ungodly, helpless, and  sinful, what more would he do now?  Romans 8:31-32 What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  32He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

2. If in His death God saved us from His wrath, what will He do in His Life?  Romans 5:9-10 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

a. God pouring out His wrath upon the earth.  Revelation 6:16-17 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”

b. We are saved by or in His Life.  Romans 5:10 above and Romans 6:6-10 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for He who has died is freed from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
i. We will live forever because Christ lives forever.  John 14:19 After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.  Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
ii. We will live because He lives in us.  Colossians 1:27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
iii. We will live because He lives to intercede for us.  Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
Our salvation is secure because:

1. He (God) finishes what He begins.  Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus
2. No one can pluck you out of His hand.  John 10:27-28 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.
3. He loses nothing given to Him by the Father.  John 6:39 “This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.
4. He will never leave me.  Hebrews 13:5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,”
5. His gifts are irrevocable.  Romans 11:29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
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