Baptism and Baptized Into His Death – Romans Chapter 6

Kay Arthur


Today, we’re going to set into Romans chapter 6 and we are going to look at that phrase, “baptized into His death, buried with Him in baptism. What does it mean? and as we look at it, we’re going to get a glimpse of an overview of what the Scriptures teach about baptism. And I am looking forward to teaching this lesson to you. But I have to confess this: that I have just told the Lord, and I have told the group here and we have prayed for you, that as I begin to go into Romans 6, 7 and 8, I think, O Father, who is adequate for these things? Because the truths of Romans 6, 7, and 8 are so absolutely deep and liberating and magnificent and all the superlatives that you can think about them. And I think, “Lord, how can I in three lessons begin to convey to you all that is here?” I just pray that as you do your homework, every week as you take it in and live it out or as you study precept upon precept that you will just come to the Lord in prayer just trusting and resting in Him to open the eyes of your understanding so that you might see these glorious truths that belong to those who are justified by faith.
Well, what I want to do is give us an overview. I want to put us in the context of Romans chapter 6. Paul has taught us now justification by faith. he has laid this down very clearly. He has shown us that it is apart from the works, it is apart from the law, it is apart from circumcision. He has shown us that justification comes simply by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. He has shown us that it is a justification that brings peace and grace and love. It is a justification that is going to lead to glorification.  He is going to support this again in Romans chapter 8 and you will see it when we get there. He has shown us that it is a justification that puts us in Christ – in Christ where righteousness is a gift, in Christ where grace abounds, in Christ where we have eternal life because it moves us from being in Adam (under the federal headship of Adam) to the federal headship of Jesus Christ.

Now, this doctrine of justification has always been misunderstood. It has been misunderstood and it has been misinterpreted and it has abused. And Paul knows this. He knows that it is being abused in that day and I know that the Holy Spirit knows that it will be abused in the days to come. And so Paul needs to lay down an argument that is going to keep justification by faith from being distorted. And so what he is going to do in this diatribe that we have seen Romans to be – in this diatribe he is going to anticipate their questions or their objections and he is going to come along, anticipate them, and then he is going to answer them.

Now we studied this in Romans part 1.  So in Romans part 2 I want to say to you again that Romans is a diatribe. It is where Paul anticipates objections that are going to come along and so in his critical dissertation of justification by faith, he is going to answer their objections, he is going to answer their questions, he is going to take care of their misunderstandings. And what we see is that Paul is going to deal in Romans 6 and Romans 7 with 3 common objections to those who oppose the doctrine of justification by faith.

Now for those of you that are new to Romans, you need to remember that Romans was written to what? to what two classes of people? You tell me.  Jew and what? Gentile. And from these Jews and from these Gentiles, came two extremes of doctrine, two wrong doctrines. There came a group of men called Judaizers. The Judaizers came along and said, “Yes, salvation is by faith, but it is maintained by works. It is maintained by staying under the Law.”  And so the Judaizers came along and said it is grace PLUS Law. And yet it is not grace plus law. It has always by grace. It is always by faith. It is justification from faith to faith. So it is always by faith.
The other extreme group that came along were the antinomians.  The Antinomians. Now the antinomians, “anti” means “against.” And it came from anti-nomonos – against the Law. And so the antinomians came along and they said, “listen, it is salvation by faith. It is all of grace and therefore hang obedience, hang righteousness, hang the Law, you know, we can live anyway we way that we want. Where sin abounds, grace does much more abound, therefore we can live anyway we want. Now Jude calls this licentiousness or moral anarchy. Justification by faith does not mean that it can result in a life that is unrighteous.  It is a justification by faith that produces a life of righteousness.

So Paul is going to deal with 3 common objections of those who would oppose the doctrine of justification by faith.

First of all, let me give you those objections.

The first objection is this: that the doctrine of justification by faith encourages sin – it encourages sin. In other words if you don’t tell somebody that they have to keep the law, then this is going to encourage sin. If you tell them “where sin abounded grace did much more abound,” then they are going to come along and say, “well, if where sin abounds grace does much more abound, then let us sin so that you might see the grace of God.” Now we saw in Romans chapter 3 that some were slanderously saying that Paul was teaching this.

Go back to Romans chapter 3 and look at verse 8:

8 And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some claim that we say), “Let us do evil that good may come”? (Let us sin that grace might abound is another way of saying it. He says) Their condemnation is just. (Now these would be the Antinomians.) 

So the Judaizers are going to come along, “Listen, if it is justification by faith apart from works, apart from the law, etc.. this is going to encourage sin. So you can’t teach it that way.”

Now listen, this is not just a mentality where back then 2 thousand years ago, but it a mentality today in many churches. They are saying, “Now listen, you’ve got to put your people under the law. You’ve got to keep them under this rigid set of do’s and don’t because if you don’t do it you’re going to have Christians that are living lawless lives.”

So he is going to answer this objection: that justification by faith encourages sin. He is going to do it in Romans 6:1-14. He is going to show this by answering a question.

Look at Romans 6 and you can divide Romans and Romans by the questions that are asked. And you have to remember now that when Paul wrote Romans there were no chapter and verse divisions. These are man-made.

Romans 6:1  1 What shall we say then? (When he says, “What shall we say then,” it has to point back to something he has just said. So let’s go back to Romans chapter 5 and we will pick up in Romans chapter 5:19. 
19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, (Now who was that one man that disobeyed? Adam.  Through him we were made sinners) even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. (Who is the One that obeys?  Jesus, He is the last Adam.)
Verse 20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; (Now remember we saw that law walking on stage and walking right back off. “The Law came in that the transgression would increase) but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,
21 so that, (ὥσπερ – hoper clause) as sin reigned in death, even so (οὕτως καὶ - houtos kai) grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Now he has made the statement that where grace abounds what? sin does much more abound. So the logical objection or question would be: what should we say then, “Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? And it is a question that implies a “no” answer. And the answer is:
2 May it never be! (How could it be? God forbid. For heaven’s sake, no.)

So this is the first objection and he is going to answer that first objection by showing that we who are dead to sin cannot live any longer in it. So he takes that first question and he answers their first objection.

Now we are going to see all of this as we go into Romans verse by verse but I don’t want to do that until you get ahead of me. So let’s go to the second objection.

The second objection is this:

That justification by faith ALLOWS sin. Now there is a difference between encouraging sin and allowing sin. it is saying since we are not under the law, since we are not under the law, therefore it allows us to commit sin.  

Now look at 6:15-7:6.  And chapter 6:15 picks up the next question. He answers the next objection.  
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? (The answer implied again is a negative answer.) May it never be! 

Now look at verse 14: For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not (what?) under law but under grace. So they anticipate the question. 

Alright, I am not under law. I am under grace. SO, can I sin because I am not under law but I am under grace? And the answer is “May it never be.” And he going to show that justification by faith does not allow sin because of who our Master is.

Now the third objection is this:

It’s going to be – “Alright, if you say that justification is by grace and by faith and not by law, then the Law must be sinful?” so the third objection is going to be this:

Well, justification by faith makes the Law sinful or it makes the Law evil. He is going to answer that objection in chapter 7:7-25. 

Let’s look at it:  
7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? (The answer implies once again is “no.” May it never be! God forbid. For heaven’s sake, no. I mean you can say it all those different ways.

Now he says, “Is the Law sin because he is saying in Romans chapter 7 that we have died to the Law, that we have died to the Law. Not that the Law has died but that we have died to the Law.

In verse 6 of Romans 7  Romans 7:6 (NASB95)
6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 

And then the question comes:

7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be!

Then he is going to show you why the Law is not sin. 

So as we look at Romans 6 and Romans 7 we’ve got to remember that Paul is anticipating the questions, the objections, the misinterpretations of justification by faith. he is anticipating 3 teachings:

That if you teach justification by faith, it will encourage sin. so he is going to show you how it does not encourage sin, how sin is impossible.

They are going to say, “But it allows sin, it permits sin.”

And he is going to say, “No, it does not allow sin.” and he is going to show you this in 6:15-7:6 by showing you a change in masters.

The third objection is that it makes the Law sinful or that it makes the Law evil. And he is going to show, “Oh, no. it doesn’t make the Law sinful or evil. The Law shows me my sin. the Law reveals my sin.”

Now what he is going to show it this:  the problem is that they don’t realize what faith is, and you want to write it down.

The problem is that these objectors don’t realize that faith is. And a lot of people today don’t realize what faith is:

 - it is not a creed or a dogma that one adopts (repeats) But faith is a personal relationship to Jesus Christ. 

So many people don’t realize this. They think that they are alright because they say – “I believe that. I believe that.” But it had no effect on their life. It has simple a dogma. It has been simply a creed but it has not been that truth which affects a change in a person’s life.

Let me show you what the word for faith is in the Greek. The word for faith is “pistis.” The word for believe is the verb form of faith: “pisteuo.” So you see the relationship between faith and believe. It has the same basic root word. 

Now, basically as you look at this, you will find that there are three elements to believing faith.
1) It involves first of all, a knowledge. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. So it is the knowledge of a truth.

2) But it is not just a knowledge of a truth because if you stop there then that is a creed or that is a dogma. But it is also a surrender to that knowledge. It’s saying, “Hey, I hear that and I what? we say the word “believe it.” I surrender to that. I submit to that. 

3) then with that surrender and that submission comes an obedience. I am going to live in the light of that truth.  

So true faith, I believe if you want to define it, is a total committal of yourself to what you say you believe. 

So it begins with a knowledge. It has a surrender in there to that knowledge. And it has an obedience to that knowledge so that you live in the light of it. This is what people need to see. People needed to see it then and they needed to see it today.  

Now, what you need to see is this:

Is that justification by faith DOES NOT encourage sin. justification by faith does not encourage sin rather it brings sanctification.  Justification by faith does not encourage sin, rather it brings sanctification. That is what God is going to teach us in Romans 6, 7, and 8. He is going to take us from the process of salvation to what? from salvation to what? sanctification. From justification to sanctification. This is what Paul is going to show us in Romans 6, 7 and 8. in Romans 6 he is going to show us victory over sin. he is going to show us victory over sin – why sin is no longer our master.
In Romans chapter 7 he is going to show us how justification by faith liberates us from the Law, how it liberates us from the Law. But he is going to show in Romans 8 that this liberation, this liberty from the Law does not bring lawlessness, but rather it brings what? righteousness. It is going to cause me to pursue righteousness. So what he is going to capstone in Romans 8 is the security of those that are in Christ – the security of the sons of God. It is so beautiful in Romans 8 how he shows us that this justification by faith brings forth a sanctification because the Holy Spirit is in us and the Holy Spirit then makes us sons of God as we believe and trust in the gospel of Jesus Christ, it makes us sons of God and as sons of God it puts the Holy Spirit in us and the Holy Spirit is the One who sanctifies us.

Now we are going to see in Romans 1-5, he has established the fact of what?  sin and salvation. He has established the fact of sin and salvation. 

Now in Romans 6-8 he is going to establish the sanctification that is an end result, a sure result of the salvation of sinners. He is going to show this to us very, very clearly.

In Romans 3:21-5 he shows us righteousness imputed to our account. 

In Romans 6-8 he is going to show us righteousness imparted to our lives. He is going to show us that this is imparted to our lives through the gift of the Holy Spirit. He’s mentioned the gift of the Holy Spirit for the first time where? Romans 5.

In Romans 3:21-5 we see justification.

In Romans 6-8 we see what? Say it again – sanctification – how we are made holy.

Now, I want to show you just a little contrast here from Romans 3:21-5, I want to contrast it with Romans 6-8.

So let’s do a little contrast.

In Romans 3:21-5 what you see is substitution.  You see Christ dying for you. Christ paying the penalty for your sins. So you see substitution.

In Romans 6-8 you see identification.  Now this will come home to you in your homework.

But let me preempt it a little bit. In Romans 3:21-5 we see “He died FOR me.”  You see “He paid for my sins.” You see that He paid sin’s penalty. And what is sin’s penalty. The wages of sin is what? death. 

OK, now, in Romans 6-8 he talks about identification. I died what? WITH Him.  I was what? buried Him. I was what? raised with Him. Do you see the identification? Instead of Him doing it for me, which He has already done, there is also an identification there that I did it with Him, or that I was with Him.
And then you see, “I LIVE with Him.”  And I live with Him in the Spirit.

In the light of all this, let’s look at Romans 6 and let me show you what we are seeing once again. Now I am reiterating but I am doing this because I want it to go deep into your hearts.

In Romans 6 we see the beginning of sanctification. In Romans 6 we see the beginning of sanctification as he asks the question: “Shall we continue in sin?”

To be sanctified means to be “set apart.”  It has the same Greek root word as “holy.” “Holy,” “saint,” “sanctified” as I have told you before have the same root word.

Paul will demonstrate, now listen to me very carefully. Paul will demonstrate with a factual truth not the experiential truth. And I am saying factual and I’m probably making a play on words here but I want you to understand it. Paul will demonstrate with the factual truth not experiential truth. In other words, this is not going to be true because you experience it but it is true whether you experience it or not – although you will. But it is true whether you experience it or not. He is going to demonstrate with the factual truth that the gospel NOT ONLY TAKES CARE of sins and their penalty but it also takes care of the old man and the body of sin. Now you will really appreciate that as you do your homework this week. You’re really going to appreciate that so I’m not going to preempt it too much.

The second thing I want you to see is for the first time in Romans, for the first time in this epistle to the Romans, Paul clearly states our union with Christ.  Look at Romans 6:5.

5 “For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,” So Paul clearly states our union with Christ for the first time in Romans.

Now the answer to 6:1 –and I am giving it to you ahead of time so that you can meditate on it as you do your homework. But the answer to 6:1 which is “Shall we continue in sin?” is that every believer is dead. Every believer is dead. Not that he ought to die – or let’s say this – that every believer has died. Not that he ought to die. Not that he ought to die – now that’s going to be your key to understanding Romans 6. He is not coming along and saying now I am telling you that you have to have a funeral for yourself. He is not saying that now I am telling you that you have to put you to death. You have to put the old man to death. You have to get rid of that body of sin. He is not teaching that. That would be experiential. Do you see that I am saying?  The answer to 6:1 (you ought to write it down) is that every believer is dead, or has died, not that he ought to die.  Not that he ought to die but that his death is an accomplished fact though his identification with Christ.  He is going to show you what it means to be united to Christ. He is going to show you that it is this uniting with Christ that is going to end up or bring forth sanctification. This is SO precious.  

He is going to show you that the believer HAS BEEN, has been baptized into Christ’s death and Christ’s resurrection. Now when I say he has been baptized, then what do we have to look at? We have to look at the word “baptized.” So we want to look at that.

Let me read Romans 6:1-5 and then we will look at baptism.  

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 
2 May it never be! (I love it. I cannot tell you, I just cannot tell you how good this is going to get. I mean, just how good this is going to get! I mean whether I do a good job or not, and with all my heart I want to do a good job, but even if I do a lousy job, it is still good. It is still good, ya all!) How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  I want to tell you something. Let me just stop and give you a word of testimony.  In Romans 6, 7, and 8, I never understood what happened to me after I became a Christian.  I was so different. I was so changed. I am so much more different than I was because sanctification is something that is instantaneously given to you but it is also a process.  And this comes out in Hebrews 10. We won’t look at it now. But we were sanctified, and it says, once for all through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ. And then it says, we are BEING sanctified.  So it is something that happens and yet it is a process so that more and more and more we see ourselves becoming more and more like Him. And yet with every true believer there is a change. And see, there was a change in my life.  And then I went to all of these people. I didn’t understand everything that happened. I didn’t understand the Word. But I went to all these people and they said that they were Christians.  You know – they are people that had never witnessed to me. They were people that went to my church and everything. And they said that they were Christians. And I thought well, what is wrong here? What is wrong here? And I knew one thing: I knew that God was not a respecter of persons. I knew that He did not play favorites.  And I knew that the changes in me were not changes that I had brought about!  They were not changes that were made because other people told me you shouldn’t do this and you shouldn’t do that. Nobody, praise the Lord, when I first got saved, put the law on me.  After I went to school they tried to put the Law on me.  But nobody did that to me. Praise the Lord. But there was a change in my life. And I thought, God, why am I different than some of those who say they are Christians are not different. And Romans 6, 7, and 8 explains it.  TRUE SALVATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE because it sanctifies you.

Now, he says, verse 2:  2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 
4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in (What?) newness of life. 
5 For if we have become united with Him (this is a key verse to understanding what he means by baptism here. For if we have become united with Him) in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
6 knowing this, (I can’t stop) that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 
7 for he who has died is freed from sin. 
Now remember I am saying that this is not a death that you bring about yourself.  It is a death that HAS HAPPENED. Let’s look at it. It has happened because of baptism. It has happened because of baptism. You say, “(intake of air) you mean if I haven’t been immersed in water it has never happened to me?” well, why don’t you listen and see that it means. OK. Don’t panic, just listen.

Baptism, when you look at baptism there are basically two words and you want to get this down. There are basically two words.  First of all the word “bapto.” B-a-p-t-o.  It means to dip.  It means to dip. You see this in Luke 16:24.

I will read it to you. This is the rich man. He is in Hades. He sees Abraham far away, Lazarus in his bosom: Luke 16:24-25 (NASB95)
24 “And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may bapto. B-a-p-t-o. dip the tip of his finger in water…

So it means to dip.

Now there is another word in the Greek. It is baptidzo. B-a-p-t-i-d-z-o. You will find that Vines and commentators drop the “d.” so it is b-a-p-t-i-z-o. and yet the “d” is there. The “d” is there. It is baptidzo. This was primarily was a frequentive form of bapto. When they took baptidzo they made it a transliteration. In other words these were the Greeks letters – the English equivalent: b-a-p-t-i-d-z-o.  Instead of translating the meaning of that Greek word – for instance, when you read Luke 16 it didn’t say bapto. It said, “dip.” So what? they translated it. But when they came to this word b-a-p-t-i-d-z-o in the Greek instead of translating it immerse or change or identify or whatever. They simply transliterated it. They took the Greek letters, gave you the English equivalent and put it in the word of God.

So baptidzo is a transliteration.  

Now, how was this word used? As you go back to the writings of those times, of Biblical times and even before Christ, you see that this word was used was dipping a hot iron in water.  – a hot, hot iron in water to temper that iron.  It was used of dipping a cloth into dye. I want to make sure you have these down. It was dipping a hot iron into water to temper it. It was used of dipping a cloth into dye to change the color of the cloth. It was used of taking points of spears and dipping them into blood (it was like a barbaric custom) into bowls of blood.  

In classical writings it pointed to the change of identity by any means. And this is key. You want to write it down. In classical Greek writings it pointed to the change of IDENTITY by any means or by various means.  Now that is going to be your key to understanding what baptism means in the Scriptures so hang onto it. 

They found the writings of a man by the name of Nicander. N-i-c-a-n-d-e-r. He lived about 200 BC and he was a poet and a physician.  But he also must have been a cook. (laughs) on the side because he wrote down a recipe, a recipe for pickling vegetables. This is what he said. First the vegetable is to be bapto. B-a-p-t-o in hot water. And you want to get this down because it will help you.  First the vegetable is to be bapto into hot water – dipped into hot water. Then baptidizo into vinegar solution. Now when they put that into the vinegar solution what would it do? It would change its identity.  It would change its identity. It would pickle it.  So the word is symbolic or synonymous with identification.

Look at Galatians 3:27.  
27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

Do you see the identification there?  You are baptized into Christ Jesus. You have clothed yourself with Christ.
In Mark 16:16 we see identification implied again. Mark 16:16 “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned. 

This simply means if we have been – if we would say if we have simply been what? dipped into water and dipped back out, is that going to save us? No. but see, if we have been identified with Christ, if we have believed and have been identified with Christ, we shall be saved.

Some people come along and this is what they teach. They teach salvation by what?  baptism. They teach salvation by the rite of baptism. They say you are saved by the rite of baptism.  In other words, if you have not been baptized – some churches teach if you have not been baptized in the church of a particular denomination by being immersed in water then you are not saved. So they teach salvation by the rite of baptism. But you cannot take the obscure passages that seem to teach baptism equals salvation as far as the rite of baptism equaling salvation. You cannot take the obscure and make it contradict the obvious. You cannot take the obscure and make it contradict the obvious. And the obvious is: that salvation is by grace through what?  faith.  And it is NOTHING else.  It is simply believing. 

Up until this time in Romans, has Paul mentioned the necessity of baptism? Has he dealt with the rite of baptism?  Has he said the justification by faith comes by believing AND by the rite of baptism? No.  so you cannot take the obscure and make it contradict the obvious. You go with the obvious and you use the obvious to interpret the obscure. Now you’ve got to remember that because all the false teaching comes from taking the obscure passages rather than the obvious passages.  This is why you need to know the whole council of God.

So let’s look at the whole council of baptism.  OK

But before we do, let me give you Wuest’s definition of baptism: Baptism is the introduction or placing of a person or a thing into a new environment or into union with something else so as to alter its condition or its relationship to its previous environment or condition. So what do you see? You see identification. You see identification. This is so important. This is its usage –what Wuest just said, is its usage in Romans 6. he is going to show the fact that I have been placed into the death of Christ alters my condition. It alters ME! It changes me! Why?  because I was baptized into his death, therefore I was in the likeness of His burial. I was put into His burial and I was raised as He was raised to walk in newness of life. The old man, the old life is gone. There is a brand new man! There is a brand new life! It makes sense and explains to you 2 Corinthians 5:17 which we will look at in detail in our lessons to come. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NASB95)
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, (identified with Christ, united with Christ) he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

Isn’t that wonderful! Isn’t that wonderful!  You say, “But that has never happened to me.” Then I would go back and find out if you truly have believed with a belief that is based on truth, on fact, on the Word that results in surrender and obedience. I would go back and check my salvation.

Now, before we look at Romans 6, what I want to do is I want to look at the way the noun form of baptidzo is used. The noun form of baptidzo is b-a-t-i-s-m-a.  This is the noun and I want to look at different baptisms.  

You find in Luke 3:3-10 a reference to John’s baptism. Now remember he was called John the Baptist. 

Go to Luke 3 and we want to look at verses 3-10. We are not going to look at all of them. But in Luke 3:3.  3 And he (John the Baptist) came into all the district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; (Now Christ had not come yet publicly on the scene. John was going to point to Him and say, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” But John the Baptist was the forerunner for Jesus. He was the herald to proclaim the fact that Messiah had come. That the messenger of the covenant was here as Malachi 3 says.  So he was preaching to those people that would come and hear him because God had shut His mouth for almost 400 years. God had shut His mouth. He had no said anything. They had not heard from a prophet or anything for almost 400 years. Now Christ appears on the scene and He is announced before His appearance comes by John the Baptist. So John is preparing the way. He is calling them to a baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins.  So this is the baptism of john. We don’t have time to go into it in depth. 
Another baptism that we see is in Mark 10:38-39 where Jesus talks about the baptism of His sufferings.  

38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. (They are saying, “Can we sit on your right hand? He says,) Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 
39 They said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; (suffering) and you shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized. 

Not only would Christ what? suffer but they would suffer. So here is a baptism of suffering.

The third baptism I want you to see is the Holy Spirit’s baptism. Not that the Holy Spirit was baptized (laughs) but what the Holy Spirit does to us.

Go to Acts 1:5.

Jesus is getting ready to ascend to the Father and He says this to them:

5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
so if baptism means an identification, what is this? This is an identification what? with the Holy Spirit so as to change what? the person that is baptized with the Holy Spirit.
So here is a baptism with the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:13 (NASB95)
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into (what?) one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Look at 1 Corinthians 12:13. I want you to look at it because I want you to know that it is there. I want you to see this. It says:

13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized (now this a the verb form) one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of (what?)one Spirit. 

Now, Matthew 3:11. If you will go to Matthew 3:11.  John the Baptist is referring to this baptism. 11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He (Jesus) who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

We are going to look at fire in just a minute. He is going to baptize you with the Holy Spirit. This is a reference to the Holy Spirit’s baptism.

Now the fourth baptism that we want to look at is the baptism of fire or judgment. I believe that what he is teaching – and this is Matthew 3:11-12 – I believe that what he is teaching is this: that when Jesus Christ comes, you’re going to be identified with one thing or the other. In other words, He does not leave anybody in neutral –anybody in limbo. You are either baptized with the Holy Spirit which is synonymous with salvation, or you are baptized with fire which is synonymous with the judgment of God, the eventual wrath of God which will come upon everyone who is not baptized with the Holy Spirit. When I say baptized with the Holy Spirit I am talking about salvation. I am not talking about a second blessing.

Now Matthew 3:11 and 12. listen to what I read in the light of what I have said.   

11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12 “His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

Now watch, you take wheat, what do you do? You winnow it.  You winnow it to separate the wheat from the what? chaff.  The wheat will be gathered into His barn, speaking of eternal life, the kingdom of heaven. The chaff will be what? burned with unquenchable fire – unquenchable fire. A fire that goes on and on and on and on and on pointing to the lake of fire, pointing to the wrath of God. So there is an identification with one or the other.

#5 – baptism is also used to refer to the rite of baptism, to the physical symbolic act of baptism. You see this in Acts 16:30-33.  This is the Philippian jailor and this is what he says. Listen very carefully.  Acts 16:30-33 (NASB95)
30 and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” (He just said what? believe.)
32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house. 
33 And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was (What?) baptized, he and all his household. 

So they believed and then what followed? Baptism. And I believe this. I believe that if you have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ that you need to be baptized with water. Not that it is going to save you. Not that it is going to cleanse you. But simply that is your testimony of the reality of what has taken place in your life.  So I believe baptism – the rite of baptism is an act of obedience. If we had time we could look at it in Matthew in the last chapter where Jesus tells them to go and disciple and to baptize. 
Now let’s look at Acts 2:38 because it is a very controversial passage. Acts 2:38. before we do, go to verse 33.  33 “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, (Peter is preaching. It is the day of Pentecost.) and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both (what?) see and hear. You saw it with the cloven tongues of fire. You heard it with the speaking in tongues. It was God’s testimony of the reality of what had happened on the day of Pentecost.

Verse 37 – He has given them the gospel. He has explained to them what has happened. He has told them that they crucified Christ and they are so convicted and he has told them that they crucified Christ but God raised Him up from the dead. 

Verse 37:  37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”  They had been convicted of sin and righteousness and judgment.

Now what are they going to do?  38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself. 
People take this verse and it is an obscure passage compared to all the salvation passages and they take this and say, “If you’re going to be saved, you have to repent and be baptized.” And they are speaking of the rite of baptism.  
Now let me ask you a question. Is Acts 2:38 referring to the rite of baptism or it is referring to the Holy Spirit baptism. It is referring to the rite of baptism. He is saying that you are to repent and you are to what? be baptized. It is talking about the rite of baptism FOR and the word for “for” is e-i-s. It can be translated “for” or it can be translated “because.”  And so the because then “for” or “because” of the forgiveness of sins and you shall receive the gift of the what? Holy Spirit. And that gift of the Holy Spirit would of course then imply the Spirit’s baptism. But here you have the rite of baptism. You have the Holy Spirit and identification with the Holy Spirit.

Well, I tell you what. I am going to stop.  And I am going to leave you there because my time is up. 

Let’s pray.

Father, thank you for this truth.  Thank you for what you are teaching us. Lord, I pray, that in this week that You will open the eyes of our understanding – that You will let us see what it means to be in union with Christ. Father, as they plunge into Romans 6, O, Father, I pray that they will come out ABSOLUTELY REJOICING over the truths that You have revealed to them about their identification, united in His death, His burial and His resurrection so that they can walk in newness of life, freed from sin’s dominion. We thank you Father, in Jesus holy name. Amen. 
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