Joined to Christ Brings Righteousness - Not Sin

Kay Arthur – Romans Part 2 Lesson 5


Review is always necessary and considering context is always crucial to understanding the text. So as we look at Romans chapter 6:15 down through Romans 7, what I want to do is I want to take a few minutes and I want to review. I want to make sure you fully understand what is going on in the book of Romans. I want you to understand the full import and the totality of the gospel of Jesus Christ – the gospel of Jesus Christ that reveals the righteousness of God from faith unto faith. the gospel of Jesus Christ that rescues us from the wrath of God.
So let’s take some notes and get some facts down and let’s pray that they are not dull facts but that they are very enlightening.

There are two aspects of the gospel. There are two aspects of the gospel. First of all:

There is the judicial or the legal aspect of the gospel. And then there is the dynamic or the moral aspect of the gospel.

Now when you look at the judicial or the legal side of it, the way that God is going to declare a man righteous, the way that God is going to demonstrate His justice in dealing with sin and passing over it until now and then allowing men to be declared righteous – you look at the judicial or the legal aspect. 

The dynamic or the moral aspect is what aspect the gospel has upon us morally or dynamically in our lives. 
So the judicial aspect of the gospel– point #1 provides a new standing before God. That new standing is justification.  That new standing is the doctrine of justification.  

Now, the dynamic provides a NEW STATE. The dynamic provides a new state of being. And that new state of being is the doctrine of sanctification. What was once a sinner is now a saint. Who was once unholy is now holy. So it provides a new state of being – sanctification.

The judicial aspect of the gospel of Jesus Christ imputes righteousness. And when it imputes righteousness it means that righteousness is put to our account because we owe God absolute righteousness.  We have failed to pay that debt and we have accumulated all this sin. so in debt to God, the gospel of Jesus God imputes righteousness to us. 

Under the dynamic aspect of the gospel, we see that the gospel of God, believing the gospel imparts righteousness. It is not only imputed but it is imparted and this in turn is what brings our sanctification.  

The third thing that I want you to see about the judicial or legal aspect of the gospel is this: it is because of Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross and His resurrection. The judicial aspect of the gospel has its emphasis really in the death of Jesus Christ as our substitute. So it is the substitutionary death of Christ. And of course, where you have death with Christ you have resurrection. In Romans 4:25 says that He was raised because of our justification.  So the emphasis here is more on the cross of Jesus Christ.

Under the dynamic or moral aspect of the gospel, we see that this happens – this new state happens – because of our identification, because of our identification with Christ’s death and resurrection.  And the emphasis is more in a sense on the resurrection because the whole purpose of the death is to produce a resurrection that walks in newness of life. So it’s our identification – it is because of our identification that we have a new state or sanctification.

Two Aspects of the Gospel

Judicial - Legal Aspect



Dynamic - Moral Aspect
1. Provides a new standing before God

1. Provides a new state of being

    -The Doctrine of Justification

                -The Doctrine of Sanctification
2. Imputes Righteousness



2. Imports Righteousness

3. Substitutionary death of Christ


3. Identification with Christ’s death 

    - Emphasis on the Cross



    & resurrection

Now, both aspects of the gospel, judicial/legal and the dynamic/moral are both by faith. AND THAT IS CRUCIAL.  They are both attained by faith. and we saw this is capsule form in Romans 1:16-17 where it says that in the gospel is revealed the righteousness of God from faith to faith just as it is written, the just shall live by faith.

So it is always attained by faith.  and where does faith come from? Romans 10:17 says that faith comes from where? You tell me. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the what? the word of God. So this is why Paul says in Romans 6 “No, no, no, no.”  there is a knowledge there. So it is vital that you see this because many times we think “OK, I am saved by faith, but I walk by the works. I am saved by faith or I walk by keeping the law. They go to law. And this is what he wants to show them in Colossians 2. if you will go to Colossians 2:6.  He says: Colossians 2:6
6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, (How did you receive Him?  How are you saved? By what?  by grace through faith. so you received Him by faith. So what?) so walk in Him, 
so I received Him by faith. I am to walk by what? faith and not by sight and we can see that in other Scriptures but we won’t go there.  
Now, in Romans 6-8 we have an explanation of the dynamic or moral aspect of the gospel. In Romans 6-8 we have an explanation of the moral or the dynamic of the gospel.  Now let’s just think through the little way that we have of remembering Romans.  
Let’s just stop for a minute and do the actions.

Romans 1 – 3:20: sinners  I should make you say it but for the sake of the tape I have to say it.

Romans 3:21-5: saved. What aspect of the gospel is that?  The justification, the judicial, the legal.

Then what? Romans 6-8: sanctified. And what aspect of the gospel is that? It is the dynamic or the moral aspect. We call it what? sanctification. Sanctification is just as real and as vital to the gospel as our justification. As a matter of fact if there is true justification, it always equals what? sanctification. It always equals sanctification. So you need to see that.

Well, let’s go on and review.

Romans 9-11: by God’s what? sovereignty. And there – because it is by God’s sovereignty, we even see that it is by God working it and not us. Paul brings this out in Romans 6, 7, and 8 also. 

And then 12-16 what?  for God’s service. So that is Romans and we are in the sanctification part of Romans.

In Romans 6-8 we have an explanation of the dynamic or moral aspect of the gospel. Now I want to give you some points on this.

#1 what I want you to see is in Romans 5:12-21, which I told you was an absolutely passage, we have an explanation of how this is possible – how are sanctification, how this dynamic or this moral aspect of the gospel is possible.  So I want you to see it shows us HOW this is possible. And it is possible – and he brings this transition in Romans 5 because justification and Romans 5 opens up, “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have what? peace with God.” We have been what? reconciled to God. I never really dealt in depth with reconciliation but you did it in your homework.

Reconciled means that two who were at enmity with one another are now friends. They are now reconciled. They now have peace. So we see justification in Romans 5 – we see the result of this justification, we see that it moves us into His life. And this is what he shows us in Romans 5:12-21. 

You say, “I don’t remember the fact that you say that it moves us into His life.” Well watch, let me show you two Scriptures: Romans 5:10.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, (and here is the much more salvation) having been reconciled, we shall be saved (what? “by” or it could be translated what: “in” His life) by His life. 

So we shall be saved in His life. You see this again in Romans 5:18 when he makes a statement that he hasn’t made before. And it is interesting the way he combines the two.
In Romans 5:18  
18 So then as through one transgression (whose transgression was that? Adam’s) there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted (what?) justification (now catch the next two words. Of what? justification) of life to all men. 

So it is justification of life to all men. So justification moves us into His life. And this is why what Paul is doing – remember he is giving us the gospel precept upon precept. He is laying it out for us. He gives us hints of what is to come. He drops statements of truth and later on he fully develops them. Or he develops them to a greater extent so that when you look at them you get the whole picture.
But in Romans 5 he’s giving us this critical demonstration of two men. First of all, the first Adam and then second of all, the last Adam. And I thought, Lord, I should never say the second Adam because the second Adam implies that there could be a third Adam. And the Bible doesn’t say the second Adam. The Bible says the what? the last Adam. In other words there is NO MORE. There is NO NEED for any more. There are only two federal heads; there’ll never be a third. So it is the first Adam or the last Adam. So what we see – and this is important in understanding 6, 7, and 8 – we see that we go FROM condemnation under the first Adam to what? justification under the last Adam. This is 5:16. 
It says:  16 “The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in (what?)condemnation…”

NOW that should immediately think of Romans chapter what? 8:1. there is what? no condemnation to those who are where? In Christ Jesus. So we move from the first Adam, from the old man, into the new man, the last Adam. We see there is no condemnation – verse 16 – “but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in (what?) justification.” 

So we move from condemnation to justification. 

We move from death’s reign – now this is why this is so important because he is going to develop these truths in Romans 6, 7 and 8. what he’s telling you in 5 is in capsule form, it’s in seed form, it’s going to germinate and it’s going to sprout into this glorious, glorious plant, this tree under which you can take rest – this tree of truth.

So we move from death’s reign to life’s reign. We move from death’s reign to life’s reign. This is chapter 5 verse 17. now remember what he says in 5 he is not going to contradict in 6, 7, and 8. he’s not going to contradict it! He is laying out truth precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little and there a little until we get the full-blown truth. So he is not going to contradict. He’s laying down his premise. We have to understand 6, 7 and 8 in the light of everything that he is saying precept upon precept. This is chapter 5:17.  
17 “For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign (where) in life through the One, Jesus Christ.”

So we move from death’ reign to life’s reign.

And then in the first Adam we move from what? sin to righteousness. We move from sin to righteousness. This is chapter 5:19. We are going to see this developed in Romans 6, 7, and 8.

Let’s look at Romans 5:19.  “For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made (what?) righteous.” So do you see the word “sinners.” We were made sinners so we move from sin to what? we were made righteous. We move to righteousness.

In the light of all that:

#2, the second main point that I want you to see about Romans 6, 7, and 8 – the moral aspect of the gospel is  - in Romans 6, 7, and 8 he shows us what makes our sanctification possible. He shows HOW this sanctification is possible in Romans 5:12-21. Now he is going to show WHAT makes it possible. And what makes it possible is:

a. possible of our death in Christ because of our death with Christ. This is Romans 6 and 7. in Romans 6 and 7 he is going to show you – now remember this – in Romans 6 AND  7 he is going to show you what affect your death with Christ had upon sin and had upon the Law. So he is going to show us this.


b. then he is going to show us that this is possible because of the Holy Spirit. What makes my sanctification possible? It’s who? The Holy Spirit. This is Romans what? where is the “Spirit, “Spirit,” Spirit.” Romans 8 – used over and over and over again.

Now, let me just go through and make sure you put it down in your notes. Under #2 – what makes our sanctification possible under a. – it’s possible because of our death in Christ – Romans 6 and Romans 7. Romans 6: I am dead to sin’s REIGN. I am dead to sin’s mastery – whatever you want to call it. I’m dead to sin’s reign. I’m dead to sin’s mastery. Or I am dead to sin’s rule.
In Romans 7, I am dead to the Law’s rulership over me. Not that I’m not going to fulfill the Law. Romans 8 says that the Holy Spirit will fulfill the Law. But I am dead to the Law’s justification over me.

Now, in Romans, in Romans, and here we come into a review: in Romans 6:1-13, the question was, “Shall we CONTINUE, continue, and that’s a key word in distinguishing the two questions – shall we continue in sin because we are under grace? Because they are saying, “Where sin did abound (because Paul has just taught, where sin did abound, grace abounded all the more.) Now what’s the answer? The answer is, “YOU CAN’T.” God forbid. May it never be.

Let’s look at the answer.

a. you can’t, you died to it. You can’t continue in sin, you died to it. You can’t! God forbid.
b. you died to it (a. is you can’t, it’s incredulous) you died to sin. How did you die to sin? Well, what brought that death?  the old man died. The old man died and the body of sin or that body as an instrument of sin, as a weapon of sin was freed from what? from sin’s slavery or mastery – however you want to put it. Dominion.

c. death is no longer master over you. Not only that, death is no longer master over you.  Now listen, where you have sin, you always have death. The two go together. By one man sin entered into the world and death by sin. Sin and death always go together. He is going to show us in Romans 6:13 that we died to sin but he is also going to show us that death is no longer master over us. Why? because we have already died.  And we have already died where? In Christ. And death is no longer master over us because Christ what? I am so identified with Him, and because He died now He lives forever and death is no longer master over Him. Paul shows us this in Romans 5 and 6. We saw it in Romans 5:17. We see it in Romans 6:8-11. 

8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 
9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; (statement of fact.)death no longer is master over Him. 

Have you marked the phrases? Master – slave, master – slave, slave, slave, slave, slave. It’s back and forth and back and forth beginning at verse 9 as I pointed out last week.

So what have we seen? That death is no longer master over us
d. the other reason that you cannot continue in sin (and all these build one upon another) is because you have been raised to walk in newness of life. There is a newness of life.

NOW, IN The LIGHT OF ALL THIS let me show you another teaching that is different than this but is very, very, popular.

(This is a wrong teaching)

This teaching is two natures: that once you get saved, you have two natures. And I don’t know if Barnhouse was the one who started it and he was a dear, dear, brother in Christ Jesus and God used him mighty, but he wrote a little red book and that little red book was used to teach children basic doctrines. Barnhouse taught the book of Romans over the radio 15 minutes/day for 20 years. He taught the Bible from Romans is what he did and so you kind of miss the message of Romans if you keep going off on too many tangents. But I want you to see what he taught. I want you to remember that your old man died and your body as an instrument of sin was freed so now there is no strings on you. You are free from sins mastery. You are no longer a puppet. Your body as an instrument of sin was set free. Death is no longer master over you. You walk in newness of life.

Keeping that in mind, let’s look at the two natures Barnhouse described.  You say, “You’ve set me up.” You’re right, I’ve set you up.
Barnhouse used to draw a cart. It was a big wagon. If you draw a wagon you will get this down so that you’ll understand it. Just put Barnhouse on it so you will know this is not Kay’s. He would put a person in the chart with a whip.  At each end of the cart, he would put a horse. This is a horse, and over here on the other side of the cart is another horse in case you didn’t recognize it. So you have two horses. And you have two horses and what he had was one horse was your old nature and the other nature was your new nature. Then he put a feed bag on the horse and he said this, “Whichever horse you feed, that is the strongest horse. Therefore, once you’re a Christian, you have two natures. You have the old nature and you have the new nature.  The old nature wants to pull the cart (which I imagine is you) in one direction and the new nature wants to pull the cart, which is you, in the other direction. So you have two natures. And you go in the direction of the horse that is the strongest. Therefore, he would teach, you need to feed the new man, the new nature and starve the old man, the old nature.  And which if you starve one and you feed the other then you will go in the right direction. People say, “That is true, that is true, that is true. I know because I just feel literally pulled apart. I feel pulled apart. I had a conflict and I felt myself being pulled in one direction and I felt me being pulled in the other direction.”

And there is a conflict. Where is the conflict stated very clearly? The flesh lusts against the Spirit and the flesh is crying, “Give me, give me, give me.” And the Spirit is crying holy, holy, holy. So I feel like I’m being torn in two. 

But listen, that is a genuine conflict. (Galatians 5:17) It says the flesh lusts against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh so that we cannot do the things that we would. You can’t walk a sloppy life, you can’t stay in neutral. But it says, if we walk habitually by the Spirit, we will not fulfill the what? the desire, the cravings of the flesh. 
Now, does two natures imply then that there is a conflict between the flesh and the Spirit? No! the two natures that they are talking about is an old man and the new man and the flesh in-between, (the body in-between) so that you have a pulling between the old man and the new man. Now what do you and I know?!!! We know there is no pulling from the old man because the old man is DEAD!!! How dead did he die? He died so dead that he no longer lives. He no longer lives. 

Now, what did that do to my body? It released my body from being an instrument of sin or a slave of sin. Paul did not say or teach that the desires of the flesh were gone. How do I know that he didn’t teach that the desires of the flesh were gone. 

If you would look, and I’m preempting my notes, but when you look – well here – let me give it to you. Look at chapter 6:12. What does he say?  12 Therefore (therefore, in the light of all this, conclusion) do not let sin reign (where? In your old man? No because the old man is dead. You do not let sin reign in your what?)  in your mortal body (in this body that was once a body of sin, once a body as an instrument of sin).

So the problem is not between two natures with a cart in the center which is your flesh. The problem is between the flesh and the Spirit. He is saying in Romans 6:12 – conclusion. Here is finally an imperative. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey (what?) its lusts, Who’s lust? The body’s lusts, not the old man’s lusts.
13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members (of your body) as instruments of righteousness to God. 
So in 6:13 what does he tell us. In 6:12 he says, “Do not let sin reign.” “Do not let sin reign.” Which implies the desires are still there.  The desires are still there. That old body of flesh developed an appetite.  So do not let sin reign. The desires are still there but you are no longer a what? slave to them. So you can say, “No” to your body. ( Have you ever thought of that? ( You can say no. see, you CAN say no.

Now, I want to tell you something, after I got saved I started saying no. but I said no not in my own determination. (tightens mouth) because before I got saved I kept saying, no, no, no. and I determined and I determined and I failed and I failed. After I got saved, I said, NO. and it was no.

Now sometimes I willfully say, “I don’t want to say no.” I just want to go ahead and eat it! I just want to go ahead and whatever. 

Now in chapter 6:13, he is telling us to present our members. OK, don’t let sin reign. Instead what are you to do with your members? You are to present them to whom? God, as what? instruments of righteousness. 

So you know what this parallels? For God’s service. Romans 12. 1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies (If I present my body, what does He get? He gets my members. Present you bodies a what?) a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, That means that it is a sacrifice. You are giving it totally to God. It is not yours. It is His. which is your spiritual service of worship
Now, let me give you this statement. This is from Stiffler I believe:

The ideal Christian life is NOT a constant battle with sin.  The ideal Christian life is not a constant battle with sin but victory over it. And I added the rest – so you can concentrate on serving God.  
The problem is that so many of us are hassling with what?  with all the things that belong to the old man – hassling with them, remembering them – It’s all gone, honey. It’s dead. It’s over. Death annuls it all!  

Now in the light of that, live and live for God and do something for God. Serve God.

See, so many of us are looking back and trying to figure out you know, what we would have been like if our mother had loved us. And what we would have been like if our father had paid attention to us. And what we would have been like if we would have had a different husband and what we would have been like if we would have had better schooling and what we would have been like if we didn’t buck teeth and broad hips or whatever, or a bald head. What we would have been like if we would have had an education. Forget it all. It doesn’t matter! You would have been a mess – no matter what he had done. If Christ hadn’t come into your life. If the cross hadn’t come into your life, you still would have been just an educated sinner or whatever – or a beautiful sinner. It really doesn’t matter. Forget that. Forget those things that are behind and press forward.

Now we move to Romans 6:14. We are finally there. This leads to the second question.   This leads to our second question on our sanctification, on this moral aspect or dynamic aspect of the gospel. The second question is this and Paul is a master. He anticipates their questions. He answers them by teaching them truth. He uses it as a teaching tool.  
Question 2 is: Shall I sin because I am not under law? Now he is bringing their thinking back to the law. OK. Before it was, “Shall we continue in sin?” should I keep on sinning so that grace might abound? NO. the answer is no. the answer to the second question is no. but the second question is a little bit different.  “Shall I sin because I am not under law, but under grace?” Shall I sin because I am not under law, but under grace?”  Let me give you the answers and then I’m going to take it verse by verse and that way I’ll make sure I get it done. I’ll give you the answers first.

What is the answer?:

#1 May it never be! God forbid. For heaven’s sake no. so to quote a friend of mine. He’s smiling too. My friend is John.

#2 don’t you know that yielding brings slavery? Don’t you know that yielding brings slavery? Or presenting, present is the NASB. Yielding is the KJV.  Don’t you know that yielding or presenting brings slavery?
Now hang on with me. Romans 6:14-16. Romans 14 – to me, what he is doing in 14 and I didn’t hit 14 last week, but 14 to me personally is almost like a conclusion and a transition where he all of a sudden - he doesn’t talk law in Romans 6:1-13. But now he is going to introduce Law. He is going to use this statement as a pivotal point to get him into his next subject. In the same time – he’s going to show us some more truths, some conclusions about mastery.   12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 
13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. Do they have a choice or do they not have a choice? Are they a victim of their own passion? No. they can choose what they want to do.  I want you to get that point.

Verse 13 – repeat and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; (Why do they have a choice?  Because they are free? Why are they free? Because they died to sin’s power or slavery. So don’t do this. Don’t go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness) but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.
14 For sin shall not be (What?) master over you, (Why?) for you are not (what?) under law but under grace. 

What did you learn in Romans 7? That when the law came, what did sin do?  Increased. The law just makes sin exceedingly sinful. You say to a person that is under the Law, “You cannot.” And what do they want to do?  They say, “I can to!”  in a sense you see this with kids.  “Don’t touch it.” And I’d take out my finger and I defiantly touch it. And then I’d get my hands slapped. 

May it never be. Don’t you know that yielding brings slavery.

Verse 14.  
14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! 
16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you (what?) obey, (contrast, opposite) either of (what? sin. if I turn myself over to sin as a slave to sin what’s it going to result in?) sin resulting in death, (Why? because sin and death always go together) or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 

Obedience always results in righteousness. What is the opposite of obedience? SIN.
What is sin? disobedience. What does sin equal = death. What does obedience equal? = righteousness.  

Now I choose who I am going to have as my master.  And the minute that I obey one or the other, or that yielding brings slavery. So he is going to show us this.

The next thing he is going to show us:

Point #3. he is going to show us that you have been  - here we go again – you have been freed from sin’s – now catch this – mastery. Now you are a what? I am going to obey somebody. I am going to be a slave to somebody. So I am free from sin’s mastery. Now what am I? I am a slave to what? I am a slave to righteousness.

So what is he saying?  “Shall we sin because we are not under Law but under grace? I CAN’T.  because I am no longer under sin’s mastery. I am under Jesus’ mastery and therefore I can’t continue in sin. I am a slave to righteousness.

OK, so he says, you’ve been freed from sin, now you’re a slave to righteousness. Let’s look at this.  Chapter 6:17-18.  17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the (what?) heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, In other words, you heard that form of teaching. You committed yourself to it. You became obedient to it. What form of teaching is it?  It’s the gospel. He says, you were obedient to the gospel.
Verse 18 and (and) having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

You can’t be a slave of sin and a slave of righteousness.  So you’ve moved from slavery to sin to what? slavery to Jesus Christ! That’s why you can’t sin even though you are not under Law. That’s what he’s showing us.

Note the term, “freed from sin.”  look at verse 18. Verse 18 and having been freed from sin…

Now drop down to verse 22.
22 But now having been (what?) freed from sin and enslaved to (whom?) God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. Eventually the outcome is eternal life. You have eternal life now but you’re going to have eternal life and all of its ramifications later.

So what is he saying? He’s saying, “I have been freed from sin.”

So you want down Romans 6:7-8, 17-18, 22 but you also want down another verse that says you’ve been freed from sin.

Romans 6:7 ‘For he who has died is what? freed from sin.” So I am not going to sin because I am not under Law. So I am not going to sin because I am not under Law because what? I am freed from sin and I am now a slave to who? I am a slave to God.

So this is what he is showing us.

The next thing that I want you to see and I just want you to see over and over again it’s freed from sin, freed from sin, freed from sin. If you are living in sin – now listen to me – if you are living in sin habitually – so it is the atmosphere that you breathe. So it is the tenor of your life. So it is the drum beat to which you march. If you are living in sin, then you’d better examine yourself and see if you are really in the faith. because I believe that continuance in sin as a habit of life is impossible for a Christian. Why? because the Bible teaches it, that’s why.

Now, the fourth point that I want you to see is:

#4 You have been joined to Christ. You have been joined to Christ. Shall I sin because I am not under Law but under grace? No. I can’t because I have been joined to Christ. In fact, you could even put married to Christ.  You have been joined to Christ. The word married is not there per say, but you’ll see it. But you have been joined to Christ to bear what? to bear fruit unto righteousness. You have been joined to Christ to bear fruit unto righteousness.  

Now, what is he going to show us?

4a. he is going to show us that sin’s fruit is what? you tell me? Sin’s fruit is death.

This is Romans 6:21 all the way through Romans 7:5.

Let me just read verse 19 on down.

Romans 6:19-7:1 (NASB95)
19 I am speaking in human terms (he is talking about our freedom from sin and the fact that we have been slaves of righteousness.  Now, watch.) because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, (not only just sin but direct lawlessness – transgression of the Law) resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification. 
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. (In other words, when I was a slave to sin, I was free from righteousness. Why? you can’t serve two masters.)
Verse 21 (and here comes our point and our point is this: that I have been joined to Christ to bear fruit unto righteousness. And it’s contrast is that sin’s fruit IS DEATH. this is what I used to do. Verse 21.)Therefore what benefit (now listen, that word literally in the Greek is “fruit.” It is “fruit.” So I want to use fruit) Therefore what fruit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? (See, what kind of fruit did you get?)For the outcome of those things is (what?) death. It is death. and then he makes a contrast. Let me give you the second point under this.

4b – (4)you have been joined to Christ to bear fruit unto righteousness.

4a.  –sin’s fruit is death

4b. we are to bear fruit to God. We are to bear fruit to God. This is 6:22 and 7:4, 6. 

We are to bear fruit to God because  - and he is going to show us – because we are married or joined to God. We are joined through Christ. If I am joined to Christ it brings forth righteousness.  Because see, I am what?  united with Him in His what? His death, His burial and His what? in His resurrection. In His resurrection causes me to walk in newness of life.

Now watch this – let me say it again before I read it.  You have been joined to Christ to bear fruit unto righteousness. When I was in slavery to sin, I brought forth fruit who’s outcome was what? death.  I joined to Christ and I am to bear fruit to God. Now watch what he says – verse 21 and I am going to read right on down.  

Therefore what fruit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed?

For the outcome of those things is (what?) death.
22 But now (νυνὶ  - pronounced new-knee and this is an intensive) He says, “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, (You have a new master. Look at 6:14. For sin shall not be MASTER over you. The word master there is k-u-r-i-e-u-o. Who is Jesus? Jesus is Lord, Kurios.  So when it says, sin shall not be master k-u-r-i-e-o in verse 14, it means lord or ruler or to have dominion over.  Verse 22 now.  But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God,) you derive your benefit, (and it should be fruit. Literally it is fruit. “You derive your fruit) resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 
I am going to show you why I prefer fruit in just a minute.
23 For (conclusion, conclusion) the wages of sin is (what?) death, (Now, listen, this word for wages was a military term and it was used for giving soldiers their daily fish ration.  So it was their daily amount of fish. What is he saying?  Daily, daily, daily, daily, daily, daily you are getting paid death, death, death, death, death. the wages of sin is what? death. you see the same truth in James 1 but I don’t have time to go to it. When lust is conceived it brings forth sin and sin brings forth what? death.  so, verse 23, For the wages of sin is death) but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), (Now who do you think he is speaking to?  it is just logical that he is speaking to Jews. I think I could prove it to you.) that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? 

He wants to show you a point. He wants to make a point so he is going to use an illustration of the Law.

Romans 7:2-6 (NASB95)
2 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. (A woman was bound because a Jewish woman was not allowed to get a divorce. The man could get the divorce but the woman couldn’t. The only way that she could get free from her husband according to Jewish Law was to have the husband die.)
3 So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, (The law that says she’s got to stay married to him) so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to (What?)another man. The reason that she is an adulterous is because there has been a death. you can’t be married to two men. For the woman there has to be a what? there has to be a death. that is the only way that she can get free. Now he is making a play and I don’t have time to go into it. I will go into it next week, but I want to just go back to this fruit.  

What is the logical conclusion when two people get married, a man and a woman, and they start a home. What are they looking for usually? – in olden days what were they looking for? They were looking for a family. Fruit from that marriage. Little ones. Little Kay’s. Little Jack’s.  little sons and daughters.
Verse 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law (You are the one who died, not the Law. The Law can’t die.)through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, (In other words, the while purpose of your death was not only to free you from sin’s dominion and sin’s mastery over you but it was also to free you from what? the Law.  So that you could leave mister law and get master to Mr. Christ.  Now how do you leave Mr. law? Well the Law can’t die so you have to die.  

Verse 4. now watch.  … you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might (What?)bear fruit for God. The whole purpose of your marriage to Christ is what? fruit for God. Therefore shall I sin because I am not under Law? I’m not under Law because I died with Christ. But am I going to sin because I am not under Law? No. because although I died to the Law, I was resurrected and I am joined to who?  Christ. Joined to Christ means that I am not going to produce sin. I am going to produce what? righteousness.  It is the outcome of our union.
5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear (What?) fruit for death. 
6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve (serve, serve, serve, present your bodies so you can serve) in newness of the Spirit and not (how?) in oldness of the letter. 

We will go into it next week. But I just want to ask you – shall I sin because I am not under law?  NO! because, though I am not under Law, I am under Christ. I am united to Christ and sin is not the fruit of that union, righteousness is. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

Have you got that righteousness, see, as that natural outflow coming from that beautiful union with Christ. If it’s not, examine yourself to see if you be in the faith.

Father, seal these things to our heart. Make them clear to us by your Spirit. May we live in the light of what we know.  And may we, Father, be so cognizant of that truth that we don’t hassle anymore but that our problem is not, Father, whether I’m this or that, but our only concern is Lord, am I pleasing You? Am I bearing Your child of righteousness. Am I bearing righteousness within my body? Oh Father, may that be our concern.

In Your Name we pray. Amen.
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