Romans chapter 7

What is the Christian’s Relationship to the Law?


    Today we are going to get into Romans chapter 7.  I know you can not wait.  What we are going to do is look at the Christian’s relationship to the Law.  To understand your relationship to the Law is absolutely vital.  And so what we want to do is we want to follow what Paul is teaching us and see why does Paul dwell on the Law so very, very much.

     What he has done is he has established in Romans chapter 5 is we are no longer in Adam, but we are in the last Adam (Jesus) that sin no longer reigns but righteousness reigns, that no longer does death reign but life reigns and it reigns through grace unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

     Then in Romans chapter 6, he begins to answer a set of questions. He is anticipating the questions that his objectors are going to have, or going to raise against the doctrine of justification by faith.  So he answers two questions in Romans chapter 6 and in the process of answering those two questions, what he shows us is that since we died with Christ, we died to sin, to sin’s power, to sin’s dominion.  He shows us this by showing that we have been united in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  And because we have been united in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, therefore, our old man, all that we were in Adam, died so that now our body is no longer an instrument of sin “because he who has died is freed from sin.”

     He goes on to show us that we are not going to sin (habitually) because we’re not under law, because we know that sin is not to be master over us.  That is not what God intends, and that is not to be the lifestyle of any believer – where sin is master over them.  And he points out that we are no longer slaves of sin, but we are enslaved to God, we are slaves of God (Romans 6:22).  And we are going to bring forth fruit of righteousness as a result of that union.
     Now, when we come to Romans chapter 7, we pick up a full blown exposition of the Law.  As you look at Romans 7, what you are going to see is there are twenty references to the Law in this chapter.  When you get to Romans 8, there are only three or four references to the Law. As you look at Romans 7, “I” is used thirty times. And that “I” that is used is talking about a person’s relationship to the Law.  And so you see “I” as it is related to the Law.  The Holy Spirit is only mentioned in Romans 7 one time and that is in verse 6.  So the emphasis or the theme of Romans 7 is the Law.  And if you are ever going to understand what he is doing in this chapter and how to interpret this chapter, you are going to have to remember that – that the emphasis is on the Law.

     Now, the question is why is his emphasis on the Law. Well, I want to take us back to Romans 3:20 and I want to look at some things that he is said to us about the Law.  So Romans 3:20 “because by the works of the Law no flesh can be justified in His sight.”  It says “no flesh will be justified in His sight for through the Law comes the” what? the “knowledge of sin.”  Through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.  Now chapter 5:20. “And the Law came in that the transgression might increase; (now remember, that’s the Law walking on the stage of events so to speak, and then walking back off – coming in and walking back off) but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.”  

     Now chapter 6:14 when he mentions the Law: “For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.” Now he has told us three things about the Law.  In chapter 3:20, he has told us that by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight.  
And he is going to answer this in the last part of Romans 7; he is going to show us in the last part of Romans 7 that by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight.  And then in chapter 5:20, he has shown us very clearly that the Law came in that the transgression might increase.  And he is going to show us that in Romans 7:7-12.  And then in 6:14 he says that sin is not going to be master over us because we are not under the law.  In chapter 7:1-6, he is going to show us why we are not under the law.  

    Now, as I said before, Romans 7 deals with the Law. That is the theme of the chapter, and if you’ll keep that in mind, you’re going to see what he is going to show us is that the Law cannot sanctify a man.  The Law cannot sanctify a man.  He is going show us that the Law can not take care of indwelling sin. The Law cannot take care of indwelling sin. He is going to show us that the Law cannot sanctify us.  Now what he had already shown us in Romans is that the Law cannot justify us. He has already showed us that the Law cannot justify us. (Romans 3:20)  But now he has to show us that the Law cannot sanctify us.  In the process of showing that the Law cannot sanctify us, he is going to give us a full blown description or explanation of the Law.  The Law was such a part; it was such a part of the Jews’ life.  And they so heavily relied on the Law. They lived by that Law.  And it was such a part of their life, that to come along and teach that justification is by faith apart from the works of the Law (Romans 4:13) and then to teach that sanctification is by faith apart from the works of the Law is just overwhelming for them.  And the Jew has to understand - but remember also that the Christian has to understand it because the minute a Christian comes to Jesus Christ, there is a hunger and a thirst for righteousness.  Matthew, in the Sermon on the Mount, tells us this: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” (Matthew 5:6)  When I come to Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit is put within me.  And He causes me to yearn for God’s Word; He causes me to want to know the Word of God.  So when a Gentile comes to Jesus Christ, it is not just going to be the New Testament, but he is going to want to know the Old Testament because the Old Testament is the foundation of truth. The New Testament is the fulfillment or the revelation of that truth.  And so the Christian is going to have to understand “How does the Old Testament and the New Testament fit together?”  And when he looks back at the Old Testament, he sees what?  Law, Law, Law, Law, Law.  From the second book of the Bible – Exodus, he sees Law, Law, Law.  And he sees Law all the way from Exodus, all the way through Malachi.  And so he is going to have to understand how that Law relates to the Christian’s life.  

     Not only that, not only that, but what happens is many of us try to put Christians under the Law in order to make them holy.  And so they (Christians) have to see what the Christian’s relationship to the Law and the conclusion to Romans chapter 7 is this: (no matter what stand you take) the conclusion has to be that the Law cannot sanctify.  The Law can never, never sanctify.  And I think, precious ones, that this is why there sis so much torment in Christian’s lives today because they have never seen that the Law cannot sanctify.  And they live under the judgment, judgment, judgment, of the Law and some of them are trying so hard and yet with the mentality of the Law, they constantly find themselves defeated, defeated, defeated.  

     So we are going to go into it. We are going to go into it in depth next week, but I want to take you back to Romans 7 and what I want to show you is that there are basically two questions in Romans chapter 7. We will look at those and then we’ll go back to verse 1 and pick it up.  The first question that comes in the chapter - now I believe from chapter 6:15 on down to chapter 7:6, he has answered that question that is stated in Romans 6:15.  Remember there were no chapter divisions.  
     Now when you come down to Romans 7:7, he asks the first question that we see in Romans 7.  “What shall we say then?  (And his answer has been as it has been since the beginning of Romans 6:1. God forbid.) “May it never be!” It’s a no, no, no.  And then he answers that question.  The second question comes in verse 13. “Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me?” (So then he answers that question, I believe, on down through Romans 7 even into Romans 8.)

     Now what I want you to see in that in Romans 7:1-5, he is going to show us primarily that we died to the Law – that we died to the Law through our union with Jesus Christ. We died to the Law through our union with Jesus Christ.  And then he is going to show us in chapter 7:7-12 that the Law is the means of revealing sin.  That there is nothing wrong with the Law, it is holy, it is just, it’s good (Romans 7:12) but the Law is the means of revealing sin.  

    Now, that’s all the farther we are going to get because what I want to do is take you to other passages in the Word of God and show you a fuller scope of the Law and it’s relationship to salvation.

     So let’s begin in Romans 7:1-6 (and I don’t want to spend a lot of time - I trust that you understand it – I don’t want to go into everybody’s interpretation of Romans 7:1-6 because it is not a controversial passage but there are some questions in it.) Romans 7:1 “Or do you not know, brethren for I am speaking to those who know the law.”  And I just want to tell you that I believe that he is now turning and he is directing his statements primarily to the Jew.  He is talking to those who know the Law. If he is talking to Christians, he is talking to Christians also that know the Law. He is talking to people that are aware of the Law. And I think primarily that it is Jews, Jewish believers.  He says, “Do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?”
     Now what he is going to do is he’s going to pick an illustration from the Law that will show how the Law controls that person as long as they live, and that thing that he is going to pick is marriage.  I think that he is going to pick marriage probably for two purposes:

1) because he is going to show us that marriage is permanent in God’s eyes and that he does not like divorce and therefore there is no release unless there is what? death. He wants to show us that it is as long as a person lives.

2) Because of our union with Jesus Christ.  

Verse 2 “For the married women is bound by law to her husband while he is living, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning her husband.”  Therefore the law is good until there is a what? death.  
     First of all, let me say this and this is a repeat from last week, but Jewish women were not allowed to institute divorce proceedings – only the man was allowed to divorce his wife.  The wife was not allowed to divorce the husband.  And he is saying because of this, that this married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is living.

     Verse 3 “So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined (and I would watch that term “joined” because he is going to use it as a parallel to our being joined to Christ.) She is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but (she has broken the law) if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.”

     Some people carry it this far: (Kay draws a picture) Here is a stick figure of the husband. Here is a stick figure of the wife. She is the one with the long hair. Now what he is going to show us here is when in marriage, and the Jews understood this because it was all the way from Genesis 3 – in marriage two become what? one flesh.  Therefore since two become one flesh, when the husband falls down and dies, this is what they say – it’s as if the wife died also because they were one flesh. So the death not only affected the husband, but the death affected the wife.  Therefore when she marries another person, there is no adultery because there has been a death to this marriage because of the union of one flesh.  Now this is one explanation of it.

     Another explanation of it is that he is trying to show a picture and he is showing a picture and saying that the first husband is a picture of Christ, and the fact that we are united to Christ and therefore when Christ died, because we are one flesh with Him, then we die.  

Then when Christ is resurrected, we are joined to a resurrected Christ.  Now I don’t think it makes one bit of difference here at all. I don’t think it makes one bit of difference because I think that he had only one point that he is trying to make. Verse 3 “So then if while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.”  Verse 4 “Therefore, (Therefore and this is important – a conclusion) my brethren, you also were what?  made to die to the Law.” 
     So here you are (Kay is drawing) and you are married to the Law. So let’s draw the Law here.  You were married to the Law. Now the Law cannot die because the Law is going to last. Jesus said that not one jot or one tittle of the Law shall be changed. (Matthew 5:18)  So the Law is not going to die, but you are going to die.
     Now, what do we know?  What has Paul already told us?  I died where? In Christ.  

And what he is going to show is because I died in Christ, I am no longer what? married to the Law because that death broke that bond to the Law.  

     Now I do a little illustration, and that little illustration is: Have you ever been married to Mr. Perfect?  I mean have any of you ever had a husband – my deceased husband was Mr. Perfect.  When I dusted his desk, if I moved one pencil one fraction of an inch, Mr. Perfect knew about it.  When I went shopping, I had to write down in a little steno pad everything I spent.  If I bought a nickel candy bar, I wrote it down.  If I bought hose, I wrote it down.  I accounted for every nickel I spent. I mean, I accounted for it.  And the thing was – I remember one day I was pregnant with Tommy, and you have all seen Tommy (he’s a big guy).  I tell you, I was just humongous with Tommy, absolutely humongous.  It was all out in front. My mother taught me to be a good housekeeper.  And I take glory, in a sense, in my home because I believe that that’s a woman’s domain.  I believed that even before I came to know the Lord Jesus Christ.  But I remember that I had mopped the floor (We were living in Virginia Beach – on the seashore when Tom, my husband, was in the Military.)  He was a naval officer.  And there was a lot of sand that would come in because we were right on the beach.  So the sand would come in and I had mopped the floor and I kept a clean and neat house.  And he walked in one day and criticized the floor.  There was a little bit of sand on that floor.  I was so hurt and I was so angry, and I can get angry.  I was so hurt and so angry that I got down on that floor on my hands and knees, Tommy, you know, rubbing the floor with me, and I scrubbed that floor like this. (Scrubbing really hard.) And I thought, “There is no pleasing him.  There is no making him happy.”  
     And this is the way it is, beloved, when you are married to the Law. Now listen, the Law is perfect. There is nothing wrong with the Law.  Not a thing wrong with the Law.  The Law’s demands are just; the Law’s demands are holy; the Law is spiritual as all get-out.  But, you just find just one speck of sand on the floor and you have blown it with the Law.  You have blown it with the Law.  One little sin and you have blown it with the Law. You are what? condemned.  Condemned now and condemned forever.  Because he that keeps the whole Law and yet breaks it in one point, one little point, is guilty of breaking the whole thing.  So there is no pleasing the Law. Why? because I am not perfect.  I am married to Mr. Perfect, but I am not perfect.  And he says, “Do this.”  And I do it.  And I fail.  And I say, “I just can’t and I try so hard to please you and there is just no pleasing you, and I just can’t do it!”  

     And then one day, I die.  And it’s a relief.  (  It’s a relief.  Better dead than condemned.  So it is a relief. I die.  But the whole thing is: wonders of wonders, miracle of miracles, I am resurrected. And because I died and because I am resurrected, I am now married to the most marvelous man.  Let me tell you about Him.  Let me tell you about Him.  He is just - He is even more wonderful than Mr. Law.

     You say, “Oh, well, you can just get away with anything with Him.”  

     Oh no, I can’t.  His demands are just as high as the Law’s demands – just as high. His standards are just the same as the Law’s.

     You say, “Well, what’s different then?  Have you changed?”

     Oh, no.  It’s just this.  That when Mr. Christ comes in and He says, “I want you to do this.”  He also says, “Here, honey, I’ll help you do it.”  And he does it perfectly.  He just comes right alongside and you know that when He helps me, when He just comes alongside, it is always right. It is so wonderful.  

     Now in essence, I think what he is saying is not all that I have just said to you, but in principle, it is there.  You have now died and dying with Jesus Christ, you have been united with Christ.  The Law has not been nullified. But united to Christ, and then you jump over to Romans 8 – united to Christ, what’s he going to do.  Well, look at Romans 8:2 “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death.”
Verse 3 “For” what?  “the law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh (What was the problem? The Law? No, the problem was me.  The problem was my flesh. The problem was I just wasn’t perfect like the Law.)  “Weak as it was through the flesh, God did:” How did He do it?  “sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh.” Now watch.  Verse 4 “In order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled”  Where?  “in us.”  “In order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us.”

     Therefore, I am not lawless once I come to know Jesus Christ.  Mr. Christ has the same standard as Mr. Law does.  Why?  because it is the standard of righteousness.  The only thing is is that Mr. Christ helps me.  He overcomes the weakness of my flesh by giving me His Spirit and His Spirit is my helper so that I fulfill the requirements of the Law.  

     Now, 7:4 “Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die.  (You died, not the Law. That’s important. And he wants the Jews to see this because they know that the Law can’t die.) “You were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to”  What? “another”  “Joined to another.”  That ought to remind you of Romans 6:5 “For if we have become” What? “united with Him.”  “United with Him.” So there we have the joined.  You were joined to another.  Now when you think of joined, you see that a husband and a wife are joined to one another.  You saw that. Watch what he says.  Look at verse 3 “So then, if while her husband is living, she is joined to another man.”  That’s speaking of what?  marriage, the union of marriage.  So now what does he say in verse 4?  “You were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear” What? “fruit for God.”
     What is usually the outcome of a marriage? Fruit, that you produce something.  You two get together and you produce a little child. When we get together with Christ we produce fruit for God.  
     Verse 5, and this is a very important verse. I think it is important because of the statement in verse 5 “for while we were in the flesh.”  “While we were in the flesh.” Now “where” in the flesh is the imperfect tense.  The imperfect tense speaks of durative, or continuous action in the past.  And so he is speaking about a past time when you were in the flesh. You are no longer in the flesh now that you are a Christian. You are what?  in the Spirit.  Now where is he going to show you that?  Romans 8.  But watch, in Romans 7 now he picks a phrase that he is going to use in Romans 8.  And it says, “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law…” (and that’s an imperfect tense also – when you are in the flesh, the sinful passions are aroused by the what? Law.  Now remember, to whom is he speaking?  Jews. So he is speaking to Jews and he is speaking to Jews and he is talking about them when you were lost), when you were in the flesh – the sinful passions were constantly being aroused how?  By the Law.  “For while you were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear” What?  “fruit for death.”  When you are in the flesh, you are under the Law and that brings forth fruit unto what? death. Why? because it is sin. It’s just a life of sin.
     Verse 6 “But now (contrast) we have been”  What? “released from the Law.” This is the same word that talks about divorce, talks about a man being released from his wife. “We have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were” What?  “we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in” what? “oldness of the letter.”  The letter of what? The letter of the Law. So he wants us to serve in newness of Spirit and not in the letter of the Law.  Therefore, taking the title for today’s message, what is the Christian’s relationship to the Law?  The Christians’ relationship to the Law is that they are what? dead to the Law.  What do they serve?  Do they serve the letter of the Law?  No, they serve in newness of the what? newness of the Spirit.

     Now, in the light of that, let’s go to II Corinthians 3. And let me show you something.  In II Corinthians 3, he is talking about two covenants.  And you studied two covenants (in the homework).  And we are going to pick this up a little later, but I want to pick it up at this point right now so you can see that we serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in what was that phrase in Romans 7? Not in the oldness of the letter.  And I want to take that phrase “oldness of the letter” and show you what he is talking about.  In verse 2 of II Corinthians 3 he is speaking to the church at Corinth.  He says, “You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets o stone, but on tablets of human hearts.”  (You will appreciate that more at the end of the lesson.) “And such confidence we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from” Who? “God.” Our adequacy is from God.  “who also made us adequate as servants of a” what? “new covenant, not of the”  what? “letter.”  So when he says that we don’t serve in oldness of the letter, he’s referring here to a new covenant that is new and it is not of the letter, the letter of the Law is what he is  saying.  But of the Spirit.  “For the letter” what? “kills, but the Spirit gives life.”   The letter kills.  The letter kills. The Law kills.  Why does it kill?  Not because the Law is wrong, but because the Law says “be perfect in every point and if you are not you are what? condemned.”  You are condemned because you have not kept every bit of the Law. “For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”
     Now I want to tell you something.  Anytime you as a Christian start to live under the letter of the Law, it will kill you, it will kill you, it will kill you.  It will do you in.  Anytime you try and put others under the letter of the Law (I’m talking about Christians now, not lost people) under the letter of the Law, it brings death.

     Verse 7 “But is the ministry of death, (and this is what the Law is.  It is a ministry of death. He is going to contrast it)  “If the ministry of death in letters engraved on stones, (makes a sound like God’s finger writing on the tablets of stone – she makes it sound like lightening. ()  So you remember The Ten Commandments, the movie?  Remember when Moses was up there and he had those tables of stone? And all of a sudden the lightening came down, and it went across those stones and the ten commandments where engraved there? Okay.  “But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, how shall the ministry of the Spirit..” Now if says that the Law (here is a diagram of the Law) If the Law is a ministry of condemnation (v.9)  - a ministry of death, excuse me, a ministry of death, it is also a ministry of condemnation but we haven’t come to it yet.  If it is a ministry of death, if the Law is a ministry of death, then when he talks about the ministry of the Spirit, what is that other covenant? The new Covenant. The Covenant is the ministry of the Spirit.  Now you did your homework, you did do your homework, didn’t you?  So you saw that the New Covenant is the ministry of the Spirit because He puts His what? Spirit within us and His Spirit causes us to walk in His statues and causes us to what? keep His commandments.  So watch what he is saying.  “But if the ministry of death engraved on stones, came with glory, (now listen to that very carefully because it is so neat) “so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, (now catch this phrase) “fading as it was.”  In other words, Moses came down. He had a glow of the glory of God on his face, he had a glow of glory on his face, but it kept what? fading.  Now what did Moses do when he came down off the mountain? He put a veil over his face. Have you ever wondered why he put a veil over his face?  You say, “Oh because of the brightness of the glory was just too great.” Well, let’s just watch.  Verse 8 “How shall the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory?” If the Old Covenant was glorious, how much more glorious would the New Covenant  be? “For if the ministry of condemnation” (the ministry of condemnation is what? the Law. And because I died to the Law, there is no what? condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.)  “For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness ( Now what is the ministry  of righteousness? The New Covenant which is the covenant of grace. It is the ministry of the Spirit and it is the ministry of righteousness. Now that goes with everything we have studied about the gospel, doesn’t it?) Verse 9 again, “For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. For indeed what had glory, in this case has no glory on account of the glory that surpasses it.”  
     Well, glory, glory, glory. What is he saying?  He is saying, “Listen, what had glory, which was the Law, doesn’t have any glory compared to the what? New Covenant, to the Spirit, because the glory of this is greater than the glory of that.  Now watch what he says.

     Verse 11 (some more glory) “For if that which fades away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory.  Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech. And are not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the sons of Israel might not look intently at the end of what was fading away.”  He says, (verse 14) “But their minds were” what? “hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant (the Law)  same veil remains unlifted.”  (Now listen, they hear the Law and they cannot see grace.  And there is a veil and that veil has kept them from seeing – listen – the veil has kept them from seeing that passing away of the Law. The veil kept them from seeing the passing away of the Law.  Now watch, he is going to explain it just so you understand it and don’t think that I’m making it up.

     Verse 15 “But to this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart.”  Listen, boy did I see that when I had a dialogue with a Hasidic (Jewish sect) Jew in Jerusalem, I mean at the Sea of Galilee at Tiberius.  I mean, there was just veil over him. That Jew, that tall, skinny, precious Jew, Moshe, just thinks he is alright with God because he is keeping not only the Torah, the Law, but he also keeping the Talmud, and he is keeping the Mishnah [Mishnah, a Hebrew term meaning "repetition" or "study," is the name given to the oldest postbiblical codification of Jewish Oral Law. Together with the Gemara (later commentaries on the Mishnah itself), it forms the Talmud.] And he thinks he is just fine.  There is a veil.  He doesn’t think he needs anything else. That man is not yet convicted of sin, but I hope that since we have talked, that he is.  (and I’m praying, too)

     Verse 15 “But to this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart. But whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is what? taken away.”

     Now I want to go  back to verse 13. He says, We “are not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the sons of Israel might no look intently at what?  the end of what was fading away.”  Now what was going to fade away? The Law.  And he had the glory of the Law on his face. He put the veil over his face to keep them from seeing that some day that glory of the Law would pass away. Why did he do that? Why did he want to keep them thinking that way? Because it was not yet time for the mediator of the New Covenant to come, who was Jesus Christ.  

     So He (God) shut them up under the Law as a schoolmaster. We are going to see that in Galatians 3:23-24.  As a protector until the New Covenant would come. Now watch what he says, verse 17. “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is what? liberty.”  Liberty from what? Liberty from the Law, Hallelujah.  Glory, glory, glory. It is a 

greater glory.

     “But we all, with unveiled face.” Now we are with an unveiled face, why?  because we have seen the New Covenant. There is no veil over our eyes so that we can’t see the truth of the New Covenant. Praise the Lord, in Jesus the veil is what? lifted. And when the veil lifted, the Christian sees, be they Jew or be they Gentile, the Christian sees. The Law cannot justify me,  and the Christian needs to see the Law cannot sanctify me.  And I believe the problem in the church today is this. The Christian had seen the Law cannot justify them.  But the Christian does not yet know, a lot of them, but they don’t know that the Law cannot sanctify them.  And a lot of preachers don’t know that the Law can’t sanctify them, and they try to rule their people by the Law, by legalism.  

     Verse 18 “But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed (metamorphoo) into the same image from glory to glory just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”  In other words, as I constantly, now listen, as I constantly keep beholding the Lord and what He has wrought for me in His death, in His burial, in His resurrection, as I see that and as I go from faith to faith in the gospel (Romans 1:17) as I increase that faith by saturating myself in the Word of God, more and more and more as I behold the Lord and all that is mine in the New Covenant, I am changed from image to image to image until more and more I should be like Him. That is what he is saying.

     Now go back to Romans 7:7, he comes now to the next question.  “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin.”  Okay, if I died to the Law, if I’m no longer under the Law, is the Law sin?  And he says, “May it never be!”  He has already shown us that the Law is righteous, but he is going to tell us later that the Law is holy (7:12).  

     Verse 7 “What shall I say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except how? Through the Law:” I would not have come to know sin except through the Law. Now this is in all probability the Jew.  But I believe today, I believe today, if when you witness, if you will use the Law, the Law, the  Law and just bring them up to that holy standard of the Law and let them see that they fall short of the glory of God, that they fall short of that standard of righteousness, then what God will do – is between where they come and the glory of the Law, He will bring conviction. 

     Case on point: Joan H. came to know the  Lord Jesus Christ. And when Joan came to know the Lord Jesus Christ, and it was here, she went home to Seattle, she got off the plane and her mother looked at her and she saw the glory of the Lord on her.  She told me, “Kay, when I saw my daughter, before I ever talked to her, when I saw her come off that plane, I knew that something has happened to my daughter.  And she says, I come back here with Joan – drove all the way across the United States of America – to come to Chattanooga, TN  - I came back with Joan to get what my daughter’s got.  And I remember one day we were driving to Atlanta, and I began to explain to her that we are sinners.  And she said, “Oh, Kay, honey, you don’t understand. I am a good woman.”

     And she began to tell me about her righteousness.  And I remember turning around and looking at her and taking the ten commandments and just took them and used them (Kay makes gestures of having a sword and cutting away the clothes to expose the skin) Have you seen in the movies where they pull out their swords and they want to make sport and they come along with that sword and they begin to cut the clothes away. They strip them down – they cut away the covering.  See, that is what the Law did. It exposed her sinfulness. It showed her what she really was until, bless her heart, I remember, her leaning there – she was sitting there in the back seat – with her elbows on the seat with tears  running down her face. And I want to tell you something – in love – I did it and I walked away and I left her hurting, hurting because of her sin.  She went home and about a week later, the phone rang and it was Joan’s Daddy who was an atheist.  And he said, we were driving along the highway, Mother saw some corn that had fallen off a truck. She wanted it. You know how it is our custom to do that. We kid about it. She insisted on stopping. She wasn’t feeling well. I stopped down the road; we argued a little bit, and then I let her go back and get her corn.  Then I felt bad for letting her have to walk so far when she wasn’t feeling good, and I backed up with the motor home and the trailer with a boat on it. He said, I felt it go over a bump, and it was Joan’s mother. She was dead, but not before she told Joan, I’ve got what you have. I’ve got what you have. 

     The Law serves a very, very real purpose, and that purpose is to show us our sin.  And I believe we need to use it, Jew or Gentile, we bring before them the righteousness of God, the holiness of God, the Law of God, so that they can see their sin.

     Romans 7:7 “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COVET.”’  

     You say, “Are you saying that the first time that Paul ever heard the Law, that he knew that he was wrong?”  No. I believe that you can know the Law, know the Law, know that Law and have such a veil over your heart that it isn’t funny.

     But then I believe there is one day when the Law does its penetrating work.  And it shows you that you fall short. I believe that is why the Jews have had to add the Talmud and the Misnah to the Law so that they could keep every little jot and tittle and do all these little things – wash their hands and put their fingers together and keep them like that – all those little things so that they can make sure that they absolutely keep that (the Law).  And yet they fail.  He says, “I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “YOU SHALL NOT COVET.’ But sin taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind.” Now listen, “for apart from the Law sin is dead.” Now what does Law come in on the stage for ?(On the stage of history)  The Law came in that sin might what? increase.  He’s not saying that he didn’t covet before the Law came. He is saying this: the Law produced in me coveting of every kind, for apart from the Law sin is what? dead.” 

     Now that word “dead” doesn’t mean dead, non existence. It means dead, dormant. 

Verse 9 “And I was once alive apart from the Law” (He say, I just felt fine, until the Law had it’s affect on me.) “But when the commandment came, sin became alive and I what? died.” Sin became alive. It means to “come again to life.”  And I died. “And this commandment, which was to result in life, (why was it to result in life? Because if I could keep it all, I would be what?  righteous. If you could keep all the Law, and never one time in your whole life break it, you would be righteous.  You would have life. But nobody can because of sin.) “And this commandment which was to result in life proved to result in death for me; for sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it killed me.  So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.” 
     Now he just asked a question – is the Law sin?  What is the answer? No it is not. It is holy and righteous and good.  He says the Law is not sin.  The Law does what? exposes my sin. Romans 3:20 “For by the Law comes the knowledge of sin.” 
     Now watch (I’m not getting as far as I wanted to get, but I’m going to still stop and do this because I think that it’ll grab so you so that you won’t forget what this means.)  I just want to show you what he means.  He says, until the Law came, I was very much alive.  He says, but when the Law came what? sin what? sin revived. It was dead, but it what? revived. It came to life again and I what? died. And it was the Law that brought his sin alive. It was the Law that awakened or brought his sin alive.

     Years ago I was asking the Lord, “How can I illustrate this?” And this is what I came up with.  Have you ever gone to the refrigerator to get some applesauce. I like applesauce. The problem is is that I don’t like it that much, so I don’t have to have it every day. So I buy it, open it and get some applesauce, screw the lid back on and stick it back in the refrigerator and forget it.  And then all of a sudden there comes inside of me a desire for applesauce.  So I go to the frig and pull out the applesauce, unscrew the top, and I look down and somebody has planted fuzzies in my applesauce.  They are green and slightly blue, and a little yellow. Yuck.  Who put fuzzies in my applesauce? Who snuck in and planted them? Nobody.  The fuzzies were there all the time – the potential was there, it just didn’t have the right climate.  But when the climate and the conditions got right, all of a sudden fuzzies  - you know what I’m talking about – mold – grew in my (penicillin – potentially) applesauce.  The mold was there all the time. When the environment was right, the mold came.

    It is like this – and if you can imagine me standing here – and inside of me (she has her head lying on her hands, and she is sleeping. She is snoring.) ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ – Very comfortable, sound asleep.  And all of a sudden he hears  - “Thou shall not covet.”  

Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz – opens one eye, looks around, goes back to sleep.

Zzzzzzzzzzz – Thou shall not covet.  This time he opens his eyes a little wider.  Looks around, yawns, and lies back down.  

“Thou shall not covet.”  
He wakes up, yawns again and wakes up and says, “Covet, covet covet.”  

     Sin was there all the time. Coveting was there all the time.  But when the Law came, what? sin revived and I what? died.  And the Law, by saying, “Thou shalt not covet.” Produced in me what? coveting of every kind. I just started coveting everything that I saw.

     Now what is this showing us?  He is showing us this. That the Law is holy and righteous and just, but the purpose of the Law is to do what? The purpose of the Law is to bring us to the knowledge of sin.

     Go to Galatians 3 and let me show this to you. Verse 14 “In order that in Christ Jesus (Christ has been curse for us – He has hung on a tree (v. 13) the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the what? Spirit. How? By keeping the Law? No. Through faith.
     “Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations, even though it is only a man’s covenant (if just men made a covenant) yet when it has been ratified, (when it has been agreed upon) no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.” They do not add conditions to it.

     Now, when God made a covenant with Abraham. Draw a cross. At the top of that cross where they wrote “The King of the Jews” put the Abrahamic Covenant.  
When God made a covenant with Abraham, what did He promise him? He promised him a what? seed, And through that seed, all the nations of the earth would be what? Blessed. So this was a promise of salvation.  That covenant came by what?  How was Abraham saved? By faith. So that Abrahamic covenant was strictly by faith. Man had nothing to do with it. God walked between the parts, not man (Genesis 15) It was an unconditional covenant (because Abraham didn’t have to do anything) unconditional covenant that God made with Abraham for a seed.  Now watch what he says, verse 16 “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is Christ. What I am saying is this: the Law which came what? 430 years later.”  (On the left hand side of the cross, ( this is a timeline) put the Law.  The Law came 430 years after the Abrahamic Covenant. ) Now does that law which came 430 years later annul the Abrahamic Covenant? No, because even in a man’s covenant, you don’t add to its conditions.  It doesn’t add to its conditions. It doesn’t say, “okay, you are saved by faith, plus Law.” You don’t add to it. You don’t change any of its conditions.  He says, what I am saying is this: the Law, which came 430 later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God (and it was ratified  by God because He walked between the pieces in Genesis 15) so as to nullify the promise.  For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. Why the Law then?”        
     Why did God add the Law 430 years later?  Why did God add the Law? And he goes on to say, “It was added because or for the sake of defining transgressions.” It was added to make sin exceedingly sinful, to define sin as coveting and all these other things.  “Having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until (circle “until”) until the seed should come.” 

     Who is the seed?  Jesus. “To whom the promise had been made. 

Verse 21 “Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be? For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.”

     Now listen, righteousness is never based on Law. Righteousness for salvation is never based on law.  Righteousness for sanctification is never based on Law. It is by faith. Faith, faith, faith.  Why the Law then? Verse 22 “But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. But before faith came, (and this is why the Law was added) we were kept in custody (that’s a military term which means to guard. It kept the Jews from being contaminated by the world and it kept them from getting in trouble.) It says, “That before faith came, we were kept in custody  under the Law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. Therefore the Law had become our tutor (our pedigogos – our child attendant) to lead us to what? Christ, that we may be what? justified by faith.” And this is what Romans 7 is showing you. Why the Law then? It is to convict us of sin so that we might be justified by faith and what? sanctified by faith. Sanctified by faith. Justified by faith. It is all of faith.  

     “But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” Have you got it?  Good. 

     We will finish this next week.

Let’s pray. Father, thank you for these truths. Oh, Father, thank you for them. Now, Father, make them to be so real to us by the ministry of Your Holy Spirit, who explains to us the things that belong to You. We praise You and we thank You. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.      
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