Romans Part 2 Lecture 7

Regenerate or Unregenerate --- the Law Cannot Sanctify 


Well, is this the moment you’ve been waiting for? We’re going to cover Romans chapter 7:13 on down and possibly into chapter 8. If you want to title today’s message, you might title it “Regenerate or Unregenerate --- the Law Cannot Sanctify.” Whether you’re a saved man or a lost man trying to keep the Law it cannot sanctify you.
We want to look at three key words in Romans 7 that give us the theme of this chapter. The first word is “I.” it is used 30 times in the 7th chapter. It is used 30 times in 25 verses so you can see what a key word it is.

The second key word that is used so many times in Romans chapter 7 is “law.” It is used 20 times.  

“Sin” is the third key word. It is used 14 times.  When you look at these three words you come with a sentence that shows us what Paul is doing in Romans 7, particularly from verse 7 on. This is a sentience that I have written out. “The Law reveals my sin. I try to keep the Law, but I cannot because of sin which dwells in me.” (repeats this.)

In capsule form, that is what Paul is saying in Romans 7:7 all the way through verse 24 and then in verse 25 he gives the answer to this dilemma which of course is always the answer, Jesus Christ. He is the answer to every situation in life. 
Romans 7 and you want to remember this, is in segment on what? sanctification. Since we are near the end of the course, let us review this book so that you DON’T EVER FORGET. I don’t want you to ever forget this book. The minute somebody says to you, “O, have you ever studied the book the Romans or do you know what Romans is all about?” I want you to go (lift hand up like a serpent to represent the first segment), “yes” I do!  (  Yes I do. I know what Romans is all about.

So arms up. Snake-like position. 

Romans 1-3:20 – Sinners

3:21 – 5 – Saved

6 – 8 – Sanctified

9 – 11 – By God’s Sovereignty
12 – 16 – For God’s Service                                Very good

So we are in the segment on sanctification. Because Paul is logically laying out the gospel, because he is explaining it to us precept upon precept, line upon line, we have to consider what he is doing in Romans chapter 7.

In Romans 7:7-12 in this segment on sanctification, he is dealing with the Law. What he is doing in Romans 7 as I explained to you last week, is he is explaining to us what the Law has to do with our salvation. So in 7:7-12 he has shown us this: that the Law which is holy, which is righteous, which is good, exposes or reveals our sin.  The Law which is holy and righteous and good – there is nothing wrong with the Law – He asks the question: Is the Law sin then? And he asks the question because now I am dead to the Law. Romans 7 opens up with the statement that I am dead to the Law because I have died not because the Law has died. So I am dead to the law. I am dead because I died to Christ and that set me free from the Law. The question comes – is the Law then sin? and he says, “May it never be!” God forbid.  The Law which is holy, righteous and good reveals my sin.

Or as Romans 5:20 shows us, if you will go there, the law came in that the transgression might increase. But where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.”

So the law makes sin exceedingly sinful.  

I am just fine apart from understanding the Law. Now I may know that law but it is another thing to have that law hit you and pierce you.

When the Law comes alive then what happens to me? I was alive apart from the law and sin was what in me? Sin was dormant. Remember the illustration of sin snoring in you and asleep. Then when the law comes “Thou shall not covet” or whatever the law is, then sin revives and I die. Not in the sense that I die as I died in Christ, but it just devastates me because sin and death go together. And so I see my sinfulness. So this is what he is showing. He is going to show that the law reveals my sin and that results in death.

In Romans 7:13-24 he is going to show that the Law which exposes my sin, (Which he has already shown us 7:7-12) the law which exposes my sin cannot sanctify me. That is what is going to show us in verse 13 all the way through verse 24. the Law cannot sanctify me. And he is going to show us why the Law cannot sanctify me and why the Law cannot you. And why the Law cannot sanctify anybody. It is because of indwelling sin. it is because in my flesh there dwells no good thing. Because in my flesh sin dwells. So it is because of indwelling sin that the law cannot sanctify me.  The problem is not the Law, the problem is me. And in a sense it is not “I” but it is what? sin which indwells me.

He is going to show us in this – we see a truth, a truth that came out also in Romans 6: although I died, although you die with Christ, sin and its desires (or the desires of the lusts of the flesh) are still there.
Watch Romans 6:11.  
11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Now I am dead to sin’s power but that does not mean that sin has been removed from me. I still have a problem (every human being as long as they live in this body, every human being as long as they live in this body will still have a problem with in-dwelling sin.) 

one day, one of the men that helped found Dallas Theological Seminary, was praying with another professor. He prayed and he was an older man. He prayed “O God deliver me from being a dirty old man.” In other words, as much as he knew of the Lord, as much as he had walked with the Lord, and he was a godly man, he still knew that sin dwelt in him, that there was that sin principle.

What he is showing us is although I have died to sin, (that is to its power, its dominion) there is still the problem with the flesh with sin dwelling in it which causes lusts. And that’s why he says in 6:12, “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”

Now, I want you to get it straight. I want you to understand it, whatever your position is on Romans 7, I still want you to understand one thing: that you are not sanctified by God. You are given the Holy Spirit who sanctifies you, who is the sanctifier as you walk in the Spirit and not in the flesh. But as long as you are in this flesh, no matter how mature you grow in Christ Jesus, sin still dwells within. Sin still dwells within. God does not rip sin out of your body.

Now, when I tried to think of how to illustrate this years ago, the Lord gave me an illustration. I am a nurse and I have helped to venal legation. A venal legation is where they strip the veins out of a person because they have varicose veins.  Varicose veins are veins that  -well, have you ever been to the beaches in Florida? My son has been down to the beaches in Florida. And my other sons have and they will be sitting on the beach and they’ll say “O gross, Mom, look.”  And along comes an older, older woman. And she is walking down the beach in her little bathing suit with a skirt on. Now why does she have a skirt on?  She has a skirt on because her legs are old and they are what? they are lumpy. (Kay draws lumpy legs.) She has given birth to children. She has stood on her legs all day and everything. And you see them with these bumpy legs walking down the beach. Even a tan doesn’t help that much. Bless her heart, she knows that she has lumpy legs.  You know, my son will say, “O mother, yuck, look at that vein on your leg.”

And I say, “Honey, it’s a sacrifice.” (  It’s because I carried you.  (  You know. And it’s because I bore you and everything. Those are the wounds of my motherhood. Those are the signs of my motherhood.”
What they do sometimes when these veins get so very gloppy and painful and everything, they do a venal legation. They will take that vein that is running through the body and they will make an incision at the top of where they want to get rid of that vein and an incision at the bottom. They will tie it off at the top and they will cut it there. And then they will come down at the bottom incision (or which ever way they go, I forgot) and they will tie off the one at the bottom. And then they will take their hemostats and they will literally pull that vein right ( (am I making you sick) right out of the leg. There is no blood in it. You don’t get sick. It just hangs there white as all get out.  So what have they done? They have done a venal legation. They got rid of that thing that was causing them pain, that was swollen, that was obnoxious in a sense. But listen, God does not do a sin legation on you. He does not do a sin legation on you. That is why you have to have – someday – a brand new body -  a body that will be redeemed.

Romans 8 talks about the redemption of our bodies and how all of creation is waiting for that time of the glorious liberty of the sons of God, the glorious liberty because I will be set free from this body which has sin indwelling in it.  Now I want you to understand this because sometimes people think that the process of sanctification is a process that gets you to the point where you never ever have lust or a desire that is contrary to the things of God. And see, if you are not aware of the fact that sin dwells in you, then sometimes when it is more of less dormant because of circumstances or situations and then it wakes up and rears its ugly head, you are going to be absolutely devastated. You’re going to say, “I thought that I was more mature than that? I thought that I had out-grown that.”

Now I’m not saying and I do not believe that the normal Christian life is me hassling sin all the time. I believe that normal Christian life – what God desires for us – is for me to keep on walking in the Spirit.

Look at Galatians chapter 5:16 and see what he says here. 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.” He did not say walk by the Spirit and the flesh will not desire.  Do you see that difference? He did not say walk by the Spirit and the flesh will not have any desires, any appetites, any lusts whatever they are. He is saying if I keep on walking by the Spirit I will not CARRY OUT the desires of the flesh which is a whole different story. So sin dwells in us. And what he is going to show us in Romans 7 is that although sin dwells in me, still the Law cannot sanctify me. The Law cannot take care of my sin. It can only expose it.

We want to see that there is no sin legation by there is death to the power of sin. there is death to the power of sin and we have already seen that.  Where did we see it? And how is that death accomplished? You tell me what chapter do you see death to the power of sin?  chapter 6. Good. You should know it.  You have studied it enough. OK.

So there is death to the power of sin in Romans 6 because who died? Who went (intake of air)? Who died? The old man died.  And because the old man died therefore the body of sin, the body as an instrument of sin, has been rendered powerless because that one that had authority, all that I was in Adam, was taken care of in the death of Jesus Christ which released my body from being a slave to sin. “For he that is died is freed from sin.”  so I am freed from sin’s power because of the death of the old man.

Romans 7:14-24 is the answer to Paul’s question in 7:13. So let’s go back to Romans 7:13.

Second question in Romans 7: 13 Therefore did that which is good (the Law) become a cause of death for me? 
Was it the Law that brought my death? and he says, “May it never be?”  

What was the cause of death?  Rather it was sin, (sin what? sin indwelling me) in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good,(the Law) so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful.
Now, in Romans 7, I want to show you something and you want to write it down. In Romans 7:5 and 8:11, Paul shows us that we are not in the flesh. Romans 7:5 and Romans 8:1-11, Paul shows us that we are not in the flesh. We are not in the flesh. In other words, we are not under its dominion. We are not under its dominion.

Romans 7:5 (NASB95)
5 For while we were in the flesh, (imperfect tense, durative action in the past) the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. 

So Paul is showing us that we are not in the flesh anymore. When we are a Christian, we are not under its dominion. BUT, BUT and I want you to get this. But the flesh is still in us.  (laughs slightly) we are not in the flesh, but the flesh is still in us. I am just saying the same thing  that I have been saying for the past few minutes. You say, “Why are you saying it?”

I want you to understand it. I want to make sure that you don’t forget it so that you don’t get devastated.  OK

But the flesh is still in us. We are not in the flesh but the flesh is still in us. 

The term “in the flesh” as you are going to see in Romans 8:1-11 refers to those who are lost in contrast to those who are in the Spirit.  So “in the flesh” is his terminology for a lost man but we want to understand that the flesh is still in us whether we are lost or saved. It is still in us with its passions and with its lusts.

Now, our flesh has been crucified. I want to show you this, that it has been crucified but it is still there.
Romans 6:11-14 again. Pick it up those that you understand it.

Romans 6:11-14 (NASB95)
11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, (It has been put to death) but alive to God in Christ Jesus. (It is dead, but)
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body (Do you see that you are dead to sin, but you do not let sin reign? Do you see what he is saying there? You are not under its power, but it is still there. It has been crucified and that’s why it is no longer powerful over you.) 

Go to Galatians 5:24. Galatians parallels a lot with Romans.

Galatians 5:24-25 (NASB95)
24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
It has been crucified with its passions and its lusts. It has been done and therefore I am to live in the light of the fact that my flesh has been crucified and I am to continue to think that way, to reckon that way, so I continually say, “I don’t have to obey you.” Why? there are no strings on me so I don’t have to obey you.” You need to constantly remember that and keep that before you.

I believe that what Paul’s object is in Romans 7 is to show the Law’s ability to reveal sin BUT its inability to deal with sin. it can reveal it but it cannot deal with it. And you need to remember that. It can’t sanctify. You want to write it down. The Law cannot sanctify neither the regenerate man or the unregenerate man.  The Law can never, never, never, bring you under control. It can’t deal with sin. it can only reveal sin. so it cannot sanctify neither the regenerate man or the unregenerate man who had seen his sin and is convinced that he should keep the law.

I remember when I came under conviction of sin.  And I mean I had known the 10 commandments all my life because I had been taught them from the time when I was confirmed as a child. We had to know the 10 commandments.  So I knew the 10 commandments. But I remember the day when I left my first husband. When I went out – and my first husband had studied at Virginia Theological Seminary and I had been one of the leaders among the women at that seminary. I was very active in his seminary life when we were there for almost a year.  And I knew the law. Now I had never heard the testimony. No body had ever asked me if I had been born again or if I had been saved. Nobody had ever witnessed to me as far as I can remember up to that point in my life.  I had never heard someone stand up and tell how God had turned them from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to the kingdom of God, how He had given them forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified. I had never heard anything like that.  But I was very, very religious.  My husband was a manic depressive. He just kept going into these terrible terrible tailspins. We didn’t know what was wrong with him. I was just as lost and just as self-centered as I could be. I had been morally good, morally good, up until this time. I left my husband and I wanted to be loved so badly. I told you that I was married to Mr. Perfect. And I wanted to be married to somebody that would love me regardless of what I was life. Whether I was pretty or ugly, sick or well, in a good mood or a bad mood. I wanted somebody to that would look at me and say, “You know what, I know all about you and I still love you.” I thought that would be the heights.  Momma and Daddy did that, but that’s mama and daddy. You want a MAN to do that. So I left my husband. I took my two boys. Threw my mink over my shoulder, put my convertible top down, (until my husband changed it to a VW with a sunroof) but anyway, I went out in Washington, DC to look for this love. In order to live the way I wanted to live, I stood in my living room and I shook my fist at God and  I said, “To hell with You. I’ll see you around town. I’m going to find someone to love me.”  
When men knew God and they glorified Him not as God, they became vain in their imaginations. Their foolish heart was darkened, professing themselves to be wise, they became what? fools. And they exchanged the glory of God for an image.” And my image was just this sexy creature that I wanted to be. “And they served the creature rather than the Creator” and God gave them up to what? God gave them up to unclean, uncontrolled passion.

And I became an immoral woman. I was so convicted later on. But not then. I thought it was alright then. I thought it was fine. I mean, everybody else was doing it, you know.  I was discreet, or I thought I was discreet. Never did I ever realize that one day, (almost crying) I would have to tell Tommy, “Son, undoubtedly you saw your mother do things that a little boy should never see his mother do.” And I was hoping he would say “no” but instead he said “yes.” Things that Romans 6 says that you are ashamed of now. You weren’t ashamed of them then, but you are ashamed of them now because you see and because they brought forth fruit unto death. That hurt my boys.  That hurt my boys. It hurt my husband that I was divorced from. It hurt my parents. It made everyone that knew about or suspected it, (My parents suspected it but they didn’t want to think that their Kay would do anything like that.) yet their Kay was so totally capable of that. Why? because sin indwelt her. The Law held her for a little while, and then it did not hold me. And then finally, once again, I began to see myself as I really was.  I ran into another Christian. Running around with them and keeping my immoral life over here, I saw that if I were to stand before a holy God that He would say, “Depart from Me.” 
And I said, “OK God, that is wrong.” I never thought I was anything but a Christian. I had not concept of what real Christianity was.  So I never thought that I was anything but a Christian.  But what I would do is say, “Alright God, I’m not going to do that anymore.” But I would go back out and do it again. And I would come home and I would say, “I’m not going to do that anymore.” But I’d go out and I’d do it again.

“But God, I’m not….” And I’d do it again. And I thought, “If only I could start again. If only I could have a brand new life.”  And I thought the term, I didn’t know it in the Bible. But I thought if I could just be born-again, because I thought, you know, if I could have a clean start.  Or if I could just go back to when I was seventeen before I ever got married the first time. If I could just have clean start.  Wretched! You talk wretched. I was wretched. I was miserable because I lived in a state of doing the things I didn’t want to do.  And the things that I knew that I should do, I didn’t do. I was an unregenerate woman.  I knew the Law. I knew that it was good and I didn’t understand that I just couldn’t get control over this sin principle that lived within me. Now, I didn’t call it a sin principle or indwelling sin or anything like that, but I was getting control of myself and I just could not get control of myself.
Now, you say, “Are you saying then that Romans 7:14-24 is a description of an unregenerate man?”  I am telling you this. I believe that it is not Paul’s purpose in this chapter to let you know whether it is a regenerate man or an unregenerate man. I think his purpose is to show you one thing in Romans chapter 7 and that is: the LAW CAN NEVER SANCTIFY YOU.  The law can never take care of your sin.  There’s got to be a reason why there is controversy over this passage. There has got to be a reason why Paul does in some way not make is clear.
What I want to do is go through the regenerate man and the unregenerate man and I want to show you the problems with both of these. But I want to tell you also that I think that the commentaries that I have read, and that is not a huge volume of commentaries – I don’t spend a lot of time in commentaries  - but of the huge  -and I don’t think there is anything wrong with them after you do your study – but after you have thoroughly observed the text and check out everything that you can on your own, then it is OK to go to commentaries, but if you don’t have a grasp of that text and you go to the commentaries, then you are liable to get confused by that person’s theology or you’re liable to find two people who hold one view and not have a book that holds a third view which may be equally legitimate.  So what I want to emphasize to you is this: and Stiffler points it out that to have our focus on whether Paul is speaking about a regenerate or unregenerate man would miss his argument because his argument is this: the Law cannot sanctify you! The law cannot sanctify you whether you are regenerate or unregenerate, the Law cannot sanctify you. 

Now, in Romans 3:21-4 remember he showed us that the Law could not justify us.  He establishes that the law could never justify us.  Only Jesus could deliver from sin’s penalty. So the Law could not justify, only who could? Only God could through Jesus Christ.  

So Paul has established that the Law could not justify. Now what he is going to establish in Romans 7:13-25 is the Law cannot sanctify, only Jesus through the Holy Spirit can sanctify us.  That is what he is going to say. Only Jesus can deliver us from this what?  “O wretched man that I am, WHO will DELIVER ME FROM THIS BODY OF DEATH!”  and what is the answer? Jesus. By what? By sanctifying me.  In Romans 3:21-4 – O God who will deliver me from this penalty of death?  See – the answer is Jesus Christ.

Who is the answer to sanctification?  Jesus Christ. Only Jesus can deliver you from the penalty of death. only Jesus can deliver you from this body of death.

The answer is always Jesus.

Now, the man in Romans 7:14-24 is a man under Law. If, IF it is a regenerate man – now I am going to hit the other one equally – this presents problems. It presents problems in interpreting the text. 

If it is an unregenerate man, it presents problems in interpreting the text.  So let’s look at it.

 Are you aware of these problems at all.  (  Sure you are aware of them. These people here have been eating and drinking and sleeping and discussing Romans chapter 7 trying to figure out what is going on. So let’s look first of all – if it’s a regenerate man, let’s look at the problems it presents.
The main problem against a regenerate man (saved man). If this man is a saved man, the main problem of declaring him as a regenerate man is that it seems to contradict what Paul says just before Romans 7 and right after Romans 7. What Paul says in Romans 6 and in Romans 8. For instance, let me read Romans 7 first to put you in to context.
Romans 7:14 14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. 
15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 

Catch the pain in here. 

16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 
17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 
18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 
19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 

20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. (That’s why he’s in bondage under sin.) He says:
21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 
22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 
23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 
Now this captivity, this bondage under sin seems to contradict what he said in Romans 6:7

He said, “He that has died is freed from sin.” This man does not sound like he is freed from sin.

If you look at verse 10: 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. That is speaking of Jesus, but we are united with Him and this man doesn’t sound like he is living for God. It sounds like he is living for sin.

If you look at verse 14:

14 For sin shall not be master over you, …”

But it sounds like sin is master over this man.

If you look at verse 17 and 18:

17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

Does it sound like the man in Romans 7 is a slave of righteousness?  No it doesn’t, so this is why it presents problems.

In Romans 7:5-6: 5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. 
6 But now (contrast) we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 

Does it sound like the man in Romans 7 is living in newness of the Spirit? No. it sounds like he is living in the oldness of the letter. It sounds like he is still in the flesh.

Then you would go to Romans 8:1-11 and you would see that it presents problems. (I’m going to go there later.)
If it is a regenerate man it presents another problem. How can this man be SOLD UNDER SIN? How can he be a prisoner of sin? that is almost stating what I just stated.
Another problem (3rd problem):

If he is a regenerate man, where is the Holy Spirit? Why doesn’t the Holy Spirit help him? Why doesn’t he mention the Holy Spirit?  If he is a regenerate man, a regenerate man has already been set free from the body of death. a regenerate man has already been set free from the body of death.  so that is another problem.

If he is a regenerate man, why he is not set free from the body of death BY the SPIRIT instead of by Jesus Christ? See, if he is a regenerate man, why isn’t he set free by the Spirit? Why does he mention Jesus Christ instead of the Spirit.

Now those are the problems with this “I” being a regenerate man.


What the problems with the unregenerate man. Let’s look at the problems with the unregenerate man.  The biggest problem with the unregenerate man is the change in tenses in Romans chapter 7. 

Let me show you the change in verb tenses.  In 7:7-11 where he is saying, “Is the Law sin?” and he says, “No, sin was revealed to me by the Law.” In that passage, the verb tenses are past tense.  Paul is referring to himself. He says, “I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’”  So that is past tense.

BUT in verse 13 which is a transitional verse from what he has just said to what he is about to say, we have 4 aorist and 1 present tense. He stops using the past tense. And then in 7:14 all the way through 7:25 he switches to the present tense. The present tense is continuous action.  And the argument here is this:

 - if this is an unregenerate man, or if Paul is describing himself when he was not yet saved, if he is looking back and giving a testimony of what happened to him as an unregenerate man or a lost man, why did he not use the imperfect tense because the imperfect tense is past, it’s durative action in the past. So why didn’t he use the imperfect tense?  Wonderful Greek scholars like John Sproul say he would have had to use the imperfect tense. And I just love John so much and I just trust him so much that I just believe him on that but I still have problems with it. OK
Now, is Paul – because he is saying the present tense – it seems like he is saying, “This is what happened to me as an unregenerate man when sin came and affected my death.  Now that I am a regenerate man, this is the problem I have with indwelling sin. I can’t do the things I want to do and the things I don’t want to do, I do.” So it sounds like that. 

There is another thought as to why he goes to the present tense. And they say this: he goes to the present tenses because he is moving into the emphasis of the Law and its continuous nature. Therefore, they say, because of the Law, he moves to the present tenses.  Because of the Law he moves to the present tenses.  

Now, that is one argument as to why it can’t be an unregenerate man.

Another argument about it being an unregenerate man is:

Why in the context of Romans, why does Paul at this point go back to salvation? Because he is not in a salvation segment. He is in a sanctification segment. So why would he stop now and give his testimony at this point? Of course, if I were debating that, the only thing that I would have to say is, “He stops to give his testimony at this point because what he is doing in Romans 7 is dealing with the law. He is showing us the full scope of what the law can and cannot do.” Then I would say that he is using the law here to show how the Law brought him to Christ.

Now, you can tell which one l lean towards. OK. But it really is not crucial. It is not the issue. And God has just set me free on this. It is not the issue. The issue is this: saved or lost, precious one, the law can never sanctify you! So quit trying to live up to its rigorous requirements, rest in Jesus Christ, walk by the Spirit and then when you fail to walk by the Spirit, get up, confess your sins and go forward and don’t mope because you fell down!  You have a priest. You have an advocate: Jesus Christ the righteous. And He is the propitiation for our sins: past, present and future.  Appropriate it! The law will never sanctify you.

Now another argument against an unregenerate man is this: that this is the conflict of Christians. This describes the conflict of Christians not unregenerate people.  And they say not unregenerate people because they say that unregenerate people do not desire to keep the Law of God.  Unregenerate people have no desire to obey the Law or to do what God says we are to do. They have no desire for the things of God. They have no drive for holiness. Now I would have to say if this would be describing an unregenerate man, it would not be the typical Joe Blow walking down the street, you know, who is oblivious to everything.  That is even oblivious to his sin. This would not be necessarily the drunk lying in the gutter or things like that. This would be a man that has seen that what God says – he has come under the Law some way. He’s come under the teaching of the holiness of God, the righteousness of God, and the fact that we are accountable to a holy God. This would have to be this kind of an unregenerate man. It couldn’t be just an ordinary unregenerate man. It would have to be a lost man that has come under the conviction of sin, that sees his lost condition.

This argument to me just –well when you look at John Bunyan you see his testimony. If you have never read his biography you should read it.  He was 18 months in literal agony.  He was under conviction of sin and he saw the spirituality of the law. He saw the spirituality of the Law. He saw that God’s commandments were just and holy and everything else. But he didn’t understand, now listen, the FULL MESSAGE of the gospel. And I believe that is the problem whether he is regenerate or unregenerate, if he is living so to speak in Romans 7 (unregenerate or regenerate) that they do not understand the full teaching of the gospel, that the gospel also not only justifies, but the gospel sanctifies. And I don’t believe that he really understood that.
So the Holy Spirit has shown John Bunyan, if you read his biography, the Law of God and the truth about himself, but he has not seen the way of escape. He had not seen the way of escape. And what is the way of escape?  
24 Wretched man that I am! (And I love it and I don’t think it can be too dramatic because he is wretched if he is living in that state, he has got to be wretched.  Lost or saved, you’ve got to be wretched in that state.)Who will set me free from the body of this death? 

And the answer is what? he just bursts into it. He can’t wait until Romans 8 (of course there was no Romans 8 then was just a continuation of the letter) but he couldn’t wait, he had to say it. 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! Jesus is the One who does it.

At the revival at the Kirk of Shots in Scotland in 1630, on that Monday morning people were in agony on conviction just described in Romans 7. some were in agony for hours. Some were in agony for days and weeks. They felt utterly, utterly, lost. They had heard the gospel. They saw the spirituality of the Law and their own utter failure. They could not find release and relief.  They were groaning. They were lying under hedge rows. They were knocking at the doors of ministers at early hours of the morning. They were crying for relief that they could not find.  Good old what? conviction of sin.

I got a letter from a young man:

Dear Kay,

I called Precept Ministries a few minutes ago hoping to share some exciting news with you but you were teaching so I resorted to plan B. I am a newly married 23 year old young man who is finally free from the Law and allowing the Holy Spirit to direct my life. Praise the Lord. Several of your lessons or actually some statements you made which of course came from the Lord, really convicted me. I had accepted Christ when I was 18 years old and really began growing. But over the last 5 years was never able to totally overcome this one sin in my life and it was messing up the rest of my walk.  Anyway, last night, we heard the last of the Covenant videos. I felt like I hadn’t had the Spirit of God in me. I just didn’t have peace in my heart.  Well, when I got home, I prayed and asked Christ to come into my heart for sure. I guess this sounds a little weird, off the wall, to you. You see, on the way home from the Bible study, I really began to understand God’s love for us through Christ. God has been slipping truths to me during each lesson and it all seemed to really sprout last night.

Well, I praise Him for it. Today I shared with three people about my life, the Law, the New Covenant, and some Scriptures from the Word.  It was really Christ in me. I am excited to share because of what Christ has done for me and how much that means to me.

PS – please excuse my handwriting and my grammar, I just couldn’t write fast enough. 

Isn’t that neat. Praise the Lord. Regenerate or unregenerate, I think that what he wants us to see – whatever this man – this man is a man under Law. There are problems both ways, but you can see, if you will just look at, it is a man under law trying to please God. He either does not yet know – now listen – he either does not yet know the power of the indwelling Christ, (in other words he is still not saved until he says, “Wretched man that I am.”) or he does not fully understand all that is his in Christ that enables him to handle indwelling sin.
When I talk about indwelling sin, I am not just talking about adultery, and murder, and lying. I don’t think that’s the thing. I think sometimes we just need to see that sin is not just all gross things; sin is not believing God.  Sin is not believing God. Sin is knowing to do good and not doing it. Whatsoever is not of faith, is sin.  So take all those things into consideration.

Let’s look at Romans 7:23

23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner (That’s what he starts off in verse 14, he is sold into bondage to sin) of the law of sin which is (where?) in my members. So he starts off with under bondage. He ends up with a prisoner of sin – under bondage. Then he says:
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? (said slowly with emphasis)  the body of this death, I just want to make a statement about that, is simply his body.  I believe the “body of this death” is simply his body and the fact that this body is able to commit sin. Victory is only through Christ and he shows us this in Romans 7:25.
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself (this is apart from the Spirit, whether regenerate or unregenerate. I myself) with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

Then you move right into chapter 8.

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has (what?)set you free from the law of sin and of death. It has set you free from the law of sin and death.
3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, (You have seen the weakness of the flesh, haven’t you in Romans 7:14-25?)  God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He (what?) condemned sin in the flesh, He deposed it of its dominion. How did He do it?  By the law of the Spirit of life.

One last illustration.

What is this? I throw my ring up and I catch it. I throw it up and it comes back down. What is that? That is the law of gravity. 

I get in a plane. I lean back in that plane. I don’t do a thing and that jet goes down (I love it!) that jet goes down that runway and all of a sudden, that huge jet is up in the air, nose up and everything, and I am leaning back feeling that power of what? aerodynamics.   The law of aerodynamics that overcomes what? the law of gravity.  But suppose something would happen to the engines of that plane. Then all of a sudden, because the law of aerodynamics was gone, the law of gravity would take over and I would come tumbling down.

Now, you live in a body. A body that has sin dwelling in it.  It will always have sin dwelling in it until you get your brand new body.  There is only one thing that can overcome that indwelling sin.  and it is not the Law. The Law can’t get you off the ground.  In fact that Law will just stick your nose in the ground. It cannot get you off the ground. Only the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus can get you off the ground but you’ve got to remember that any time you stop walking in that law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, then the law of sin, the principle of indwelling sin will take over. That is what he is saying in Romans 7. that is what he is trying to show us. Who, what law, what principle can deliver me from this power of indwelling sin? saved or lost, who is it?  Jesus.

He says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes. To the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written, but the righteousness man shall live by faith.”   and sanctification just like justification is by what? faith. not faith in the law but what? faith in the word of God that says the Spirit of God has set you free. HAS SET YOU FREE. Therefore what?  walk by the Spirit.

We are going to look at Romans 8, I promise you, next week.


Father, thank You for Your Word.  Thank you for the truth that sets us free. Father, may we just remember one thing when we think of Romans 7 and that is, the Law can not sanctify anybody. Saved or lost, it can’t sanctify.  May be never forget it and may we cease to live under the Law and may we live in the dynamic of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. In Your name. Amen.
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