Roman Part 2

Establishing God’s People in His Word Precept Upon Precept

Lesson 9

No Condemnation, No Separation, Because We Are Sons of God

Introduction

Romans Chapter 8 opens with the statement that there is “no condemnation in Christ” and closes with the statement that nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  We are assured of these truths because we are sons of God.  

Outline of Romans Chapter 8

We are sons of God:

1. Because The Spirit Has Set Us Free From the Law of Sin And Death.

Romans 8:1-8 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

2. Because The Spirit Of Life Indwells Us.
Romans 8:9-11 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.  10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.  11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
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See I Corinthians Chapter 15—The Resurrection Chapter—Key to our Salvation

3. Because By The Spirit We Put To Death The Deeds Of The Body.

Romans 8:12-14 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

4. Because By The Spirit, We Call God, “Father”.

Romans 8:15-17 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

There is no Old Testament reference calling God, “Father”.

As a child of God, we are heirs of God, and we are joint heirs with Christ.

Paul in Romans is addressing people who are very familiar with the Greek and Roman culture.  His reference to the legal term “adoption as sons” carried a specific meaning of being treated as children regarding inheritance, as opposed to the treatment of household slaves, who if not adopted, received no inheritance.

See Galatians 4:1-7 Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.  3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.  4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba! Father!”  7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

When we are adopted as a son of God, we are no longer a slave, but an heir of God.

What if God has not adopted me?  See John 8:34-36 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.  36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

Note this.   Once you are a son of God, you are always a son of God.

We get the glory of God’s inheritance, and we also get the obligation of His inheritance.  We become totally identified with the family of God.  See Romans 8:17 above, “we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.”

To understand our suffering see John 15:18-22 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.  20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.  21 But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me.  22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.   There is no covering or cloak for sin.  As followers of Christ, we are now living a life style of righteousness.

5. Because We Have The First Fruits Of The Spirit In The Hope Of Redemption Of Our Body.

Romans 18-25 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  24 for in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?  25 but if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

We see from verses 20-21 that we look forward to the glory of being the children of God through redemption.  See the prophesy of this from Isaiah 65:24-25 and Isaiah 11:6-10.  

We experience the first fruits of the Spirit.  Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

As children of God, we are going to get a brand new body and from I Corinthians 6:1-3 Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not before the saints?  2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?  3 Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How much more matters of this life?  We know that as God’s heir we will have the right to rule over the world.

6. Because The Spirit Helps Our Weaknesses

Romans 8:26-30 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

The Spirit helps our infirmity in prayer.

7. Because God The Father And God The Son Love Us.

Romans 8:31-39 What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?  God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns?  Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.”  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
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