Romans Part 2

Establishing God’s People in His Word Precept Upon Precept

Lesson 4

Your Body – No Longer an Instrument of Sin

Introduction

This lesson covers portions of Romans Chapter 6 and will tell you how to keep from being weighted down with your past and how God has taken care of all that you were before you came to know Jesus.

Romans Chapter 6

Romans 6:5 For if (since) we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

· First time Paul says we have become “united” with Christ

· Paul’s context of “His resurrection” likely refers to Jesus’ past resurrection.

Key to Understanding Romans Chapter 6 

Romans 6:6 knowing this, that our old self (man) was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin.

· God’s purpose in uniting us with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection is that we no longer be slaves to sin

· We are no longer slaves to sin, because those who have died (from sin) are freed from sin

Who is the “old man”?

· All you were in Adam when you were under his domain

· The crucifixion referred to is not that we should be crucified, but a crucifixion that God has done

· Other references to “old man”, Romans 5:17-19, Ephesians 4:22 and Colossians 3:9.  These show that the “old man” has been laid aside, put off.

· Our truth in this is that all that we were in Adam was put to death in order that our body of sin might be done away with.

What is the “body of sin”?

· It is not the flesh.

· The body as an instrument of sin.  See Romans 6:12-13 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.
· Refers to the body as an instrument of sin; we should no longer yield its members as instruments of unrighteousness (sin), but should yield as instruments of righteousness

· The body has been done away with.  The Greek word used is “katargeo” which means to render powerless, to release.

· See Hebrews 2:14 b: that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.  The devil has not been destroyed, but rendered powerless.

· Note the use in Romans 6:6 in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin.
· Who controls you?  See Hebrews 2:1-3 which shows the “lusts of our flesh” control us.  But when Christ comes in, He puts the “old man” to death.

· Romans teaches us that we do not have to keep presenting our bodies as instruments of unrighteousness.  Christ has freed us.
Implications

· If we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him.  See Romans 6:8

· Death is no longer master over Christ and over us.  See Romans 6:9

· The death that Christ died was a death once for all.  The life He lives, He lives for God.  See Romans 6:10

· Romans 6:7 for he who has died is freed from sin.  The Greek word for freed is “dikaioo” which mean to be justified in a legal sense.  To us, Christ’s death annuls all our obligations.

· Another illustration:  The “old man” is like the power plant in a factory.  The Body of Sin is like the workers in the factory.  If you do away with the power plant, you put the workers out of business.  If you put the workers out of business, then you can walk in the newness of life, the truth that Paul is setting forth in Romans Chapter 6

Romans 6:11-13 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to god as those alive from the dead and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

1. The imperative flows from the indicative.  The imperative is a command.  The indicative is the mood of reality or certainty.  What Paul is saying is that my command is based on reality.  This is true.  Because this is true, you can live this way.
2. It is only because sin doesn’t reign that it can be said “Don’t let sin reign”.
3. He tells of conduct that is in accord with condition.
4. To say to a slave that has not been emancipated “Do not behave as a slave” is a mockery.  In Romans 6 12-13, Paul is saying that your Master has died, so you no longer are a slave to your flesh.
5. To live in sin is not speaking of the act of sin, but to have sin as a moral atmosphere which our lives breathe.  As a Christian, you will no longer continue to live in sin, but you will have singular acts of sin.
· See I John 3:7-9 Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; 8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. (Emphasis added)
· Compare I John 2:1-2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
· If sin rules over you, you have not been born again.
· It is a fundamental, moral contradiction for a Christian to still be living in sin to which he has died.
Significance of the death of the “old man”

· Romans 6:6 …that our old self was crucified with Him…7…he who has died is freed from sin.

· Scriptures which talk about our death of the “old man”
· Colossians 2:8-12 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God who raised Him from the dead. (Emphasis added)
· I Peter 2:24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, (substitutionary death) so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness;

· II Timothy 2:11 …For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him.

· Galatians 2-19-20 For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

· II Corinthians 5:14-17 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.  16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.  17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

· Romans 8:28-31 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?

· Philippians 3:7-14 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also9 I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  13 brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Admonition to us

God, because He is God, will take everything that happens to us, and take these things to work together for good.  We need to forget what lies behind (the “old man”) and look forward as Paul states in Philippians.
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